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for fuch as have fuffeted Lofs by 
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jWith Advice to fuch as have efcaped that i 
lore FUDGME NT. 

Contained in the Refolution of three Quefions | 
occafioned by the Dreadful FIR E in the City 
oo LONDON, inthe Year'r666. 
Ce Flow may (uch Per fons ashave fuftained Lreat 
| lofs by the [aid Fire, bear their Afsting with 

“% contented cheerful 7 


Spirit ? 
‘= 2. What ufe fhouid they make of their ARliati 
Viz.2. whohave loft their whole, or dy part of 
( L£Eftates by the (aid: Eire ? 


whofe Flo esand Goods were preferved from: 
tthe [aid Fire ? 
Wiathe difcufing of which Queftioris are handled fe- 
Meveral profrableCafes of Confcience coencernins 
ron : : 3 
. Self. Murder preparin 


ioe 


g for AfiGions,taking Up aur-reft 

in. God, ee, which are inferted in the Conrents. 
By OR anes 

ae a er 

| Ifa. 2 gh ney Glovifie ye the Lord in the Fires, 

WLON DOW. Printed by &, Cotes, and areto he 

fold by Hl. Brome 9 In Little Britzin, 166 7. 
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Hatthe Prophet. Foe! faith of the Famine 
that came upon Judea, Foel 1. 2. The 
like may I-fay of the late depforable 

FIRE whichthe Lord hath fent upon London, the 
Metropolitan City of this Nation; Hear this’ ye old 
wen, and give car all ye inhabitants of the land, hath this 
Ueenin your dayes, or evenin the dayes of your Fathers ? 
God hath often contended with chis Land by Fire, 
ebut neither inour dayes, nor inthe dayes of our Fa- 
Whers hath there been any fuch dreadful Fire as this, 
Wwhich began in London, Sept. 2. 1666. and continued 
Waging for the {pace of three or four dayes cogether 
with that fury and violence that none was able to 
| aie it, until it had confumed the greatett part of 
that renowned City , and had made of a Cicy.an 
Meap, of a defenced City a ruine. Elihu {peaking of 
@hunder and Lightning, faith, Job 37.1. Ab this my 
Peart trembleth, and is moved out of his place. And cal- 
Heth to Fob to confider ferioufly thefe great works of 
(God , ver. it. Hearken unto this, O fob, and frill 
Wad confider the wondrous works of God. If Elihu were 
Mis affected at che fighe of Lightning and hearing 
Of Thunder, and. would have fob ftand {till and con- 
lider thefe wondr@us works of God, how. fhould the 
(Hearts of all that faw or heard of this dreadful Fire, 
trem ole, and be asic were moved out of their places > 
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To the Reader.’ 


How. fhould they be awakened to ftand fill and con+™ |. 


fider this wond lrous, judsmenc of God? It tiunders 
and lightens every year, thefe are Gods ordinary 
seeksi but it is very rare ‘and a as God to] 
fend ich great and . rrible Firés. Yhere may be 
and Oft-timies are ity Thunders and Lightnings, 
and'no man Cifepeth a ny damage by them; but ma- 
n¥ thoufands haye fuftained great lofs by this Fire, 
Now the more unnfu ayead afi éting any jaudgmentis, 
the more it.oughtto be laid ro pata id che more we 
ought ro fear and tremble before that God that fent ee 
. When’ the Fire had devoured che paftures of they” 
Wi Idernefs., and the trees of the Field , chismadem, 
Fuel go and cry before the Lord, fa 19. O Lord, 
£9 thee wil Lery 3 for the Fire hatha devoured the paftures| 
of the Wilderne[s, and the flame hath burnt all the trees 
of ig Field: If ie Prophet bemoaned the burning § 
of ¢ the paftures of the Wilderness, and the trees oF 


the Field, how ought we to bémoantheburning of #"™ 


his famous City ? When Hanzni told Nehemiah that’ 


eis wall of Ferufalem was broken down, and them? '"* 


ates thereot burne with Fire , and his Brethren the 


ret were In great aff Lg fee how he was affected wo 


with it, Aehe be. 1,25 4. tt came to pals when Dear ch i 

thefe wor dss that I fi ate down if wept, and mourned cer- 

tain dayes, and faft fed and prayed before the God of Hea- 
en. They pe of Nehemiah: difpotition, that is, 


men fearing God, ‘can do. no lefs upon the fight of F's 


hearing of Londo ms defolati ions, then he did at Fer tee Be the 
falems ; namely, fit down and mourn, and faft , andygyt 
pray tothe God) of Heavén, that he would turn awayae 
from the ot tia of his anger which is kindled 


againit us, even as t Sp Ophet Tfcizh aifo did tn che gpa 


Pe 


like'cafe , J/2. 64.9, 10, 11,12. As for fuch as are Bist uit 
/) y 


of a Gallio like { pirit, caring for none of thefe things; mM 


J | 
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L lo the Readers 
Londons Ruines call out to them as Jerufalem did inthe 


Nr 


tinary | day of herdiftrefs, ‘Lan. 1. 12, Jr it nothing to,.Oty 


Gud gee rethat pals by 5 behold and fee if there. be any 
ny ha srror like anto my forrow , which ts done -snto 


ICON» 


1 } 
WOES 


ring, v2, wherewith the Lord hath afflitted me inthe day of. 
ems Wes flerce anger? From above hath he fent Fire into my 


bon: s, ‘and. it prewagileth againft them—Y¥ ea Godhimlelf 


Aww l & 
(foeaketh drea ifully to {uch perfons, Pfal. 28, 5. Be- 
ieaule they regard hot. the works of the Lord 4 mar thevope- 
ration of his hands, he fhall deftroy thems, and not build 
thew #). 


at the 
iamieliy, Belides being duly and deeply affeGed wich this 
ag |ad and folemn providencé of God » It is every. mans 


meoncerninent to make a good ufe of it.. No man 
hould'let fuch sreat judgements as this Fire and the 


ees Ay . 
cing} tate Pettilence pafs away , without being fome way 
am of Dettered in his fpiritual Eitate by them. .The-bett 


ufe that we can make of this and thofe other Judg- 
ments of God which of Jate have fallen Upon us), 1s 
pfO turn every one of us from all our fins untorhe 
)Lord with all our hearts, and all our fouls, For this is 
ithe defign of all Gods Judgments to lead us to repen- 
tance. If the fall of che Tower of Siloam, wherein but 
eighteen perfons fuffered , be interpreced by Chrift 


ee k 

gg tO De a call coall che Inhabitants. of judah and Ferx- 
iwi! 5 tO repent upon pain of eternal damnation, 
(Lab any 


Luke 13.4, 5. With what a loud voice doth God call 


alt Of 
ke foal the Inhabitants of this Land to repent of cheir 
 qieaias by the fall of this great City,wherein many thou- 
ath fands have been great fufferers? Therod calisto re- 
Kniss otance, bur ic feldom works repentance, unlefs.ic be 


accompanied with the word ; but when infttudion 
Bocth with correftion ; it. yieldeth the peaceable 
k| t Sal r f i ’ rs on e f. ers if 

Mithereby.Whilit Evbraim: was only'chaftifed he was 


of 


A 4. like 


py oy a ate Pe eek ye t t } ; 
Hraic of righteonfnels to them that are exercifed. 
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To. the Reader. 
like a Bullock anaccuftomed tothe yoke ; but after he was 
infirntted, be repented , he [mote upon his thigh, he was 
afbamed, Jer. 31. 18,19. The world never beheld | 
fuch an amazing fight as when the Lord Jefus, the} 


Lord of life and glory fuffered death, from the fixcl: § mutt? 


to the ninth hour of the day, there was darknefS over 


the whole earth; theSun was darkned, and the Vail pp mat 


of the Temple wasrentinthe midft, ec. Yee how 


few were brought to repentance by thefe things?One | pe; 7am 


of the Thievesis converted , and a Centurion gives’ 
glory toGod ; but as for the generality of the peo-' 


ple, though they were {truck with fome amazement § ii: 


and remorfe for the prefent, they return every one to | 


hisown way, Lake 23. 48. And all the people that came © Hes, 


sogether to that fight, beholding the things which were done, 
fsote aportheir breafts andreturned. We tead nothing 


of their returning to God, till the Apoftle Peter came Mpicintts 
and preached the word tothem, and then follows a @plifeel! 


steat converfion unto the Lord, 3000. are added unto | 


che Church in one day , Atés 2. 41%. Wherefore we 
fhould efteem it a great bleffing and fingular mercy 
to be taught andinftru@ted by God, when we areun- 
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der his correcting hand, according to what the Pfal- Bury 


mift faith, Pful. 94.32. Bleffed is the man whom thor 


- chaftueft, O Lord, and teacheft him out of thy law. And Bina: | 


we fhould readily open our ears to difcipline , by: Mbintey; 
what wayes foever God fhall be pleafed to. convey his Mill, 


mindeto us. Godcan; and fometimes doth react us 
immediately by his Spirit, but moft ordinarily he in- 
fiructech both chofe that are in afli@ion’, and others 
alfointhe ufe of means. Whenthe Apoftle Pin! was 
in great diftrefs, and ata lofs to know the minde of 
Chrift, and cryed , Lord, What wilt thow have me to 
do 2 he fent him to Ananias, to be inftru@ed what he 
thould do, its 9:6. God could have taughe Corne= 
3 Sy p  PRR ny Ties 


_ To the Reader.” 


"ttval Tas by his Spirit, or by the Angelthat appeared to 


xa Dim, buc he chufech rather to fead him for inftru@ion 
‘tied | to.one of his Minifters, evento Peter, who fhould 
‘tte | tell him what he ought to do, ffs 10. 3. 4. 5,6. A- 
Ninh | Mong tt other means, reading of the Scriptures and 
“Sot @ther good Books is one way whereby God. feals 
‘Val ip infteugtion to us. Daniel was a man of fingular 
thon wifdom, full of the Holy Ghoft, sreatly beloved of 
On Ged; yet he had notall his knowledge by immediate 
hgits}anfpiration, buemuchof it was given to him by the 
t peowatudy of Books , Dan. 9. 2. I Daniel underfeood by 
neat |! Books -—— 

joneto | Ac the requeit and for the ufe of fome worthy 
iivm | Priends, who were great fufferers by the late Fire, 
rst, 1 have drawn up an anfwer to three praétical Que- 
wihing |dtions concerning the faid Fire, the defign whereof is 
wean | tO taftruct. and excite both fuch as efcaped , and fuch 
lows a Was fuftered by chis:dreadful Fire, tomake an holy ufe 
tiuto }and a Chriftian improvement of this fad and folemn 
mene | Providence, and alfo to qniet and comfort fuch as 
‘meey are troubled and caft downat the lofs of heir Eftates.. 
acim The refolution of which Quettions are here prefen- 
Pik ted to thy view. Poflibly thou mayeft have already 
m thik AOMething of the like nature from more able hands ; 
w Ad |Bowever af the Lord (who worketh when and by 
ae, by |whom he will) fhall be pleafed by che reading of this 
utyhig Jamal Treacife torconvey the leaft beam of light, or 
edits breath any quickaing influencéintothy Soul, or to 
‘fe it | Promore in any meafure thy holinefs or confolation, 
oes iat will be no grief of heare unto thee, that.chou 
iy wapwert at che coft ro’buy, or at the.pains to read ic. 

ingot | It chou fayelt, I am not concerned ‘in this: fudg- 
vm pment, baving been-no fufferer by it, nor any Inha- 
duce | Bitanc inthe Cicy wherethis Jadgment fell, and fo 
‘meg confeguently I am nor concerned in the matter that 
lig 1S 
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To the Render? | ) 
ishandled iathefé queftions? Tanfwer. i: If choir 
artnot a fafferer by this Fire, yet, att chou'not under... 
Ocher fufferings > If fo, there are feveral things Hine. |) 
ted concerning this Attiétion , that may bé of ufe to} 


thee under thy Afflictions, of what nature féverH. eth 


they be, 2. If thou art not a fufferer’by this or any@, 


other Judgment, thou haft themore neédto ftudyil.. 


what thou fhalt rendértothe Lord for his sreat mer-ff, 


cy in {paring thee whemhis hand lieth fo heavy upon 
int 


J 


thon haft not faffered hitherto, thon knoweft noc! My 
how foonthou mayeft:fuffer by this very’ Judsmenthh.,..,; 


of Fire, That paflagein //4) 66. 15,16. may awaken 


thee to prepare for fiery tryals. Behold, the Lord wil’, . 
p ps a of Ae m i J » ULGLILCy 

come with Fire, and with bis Chariots like a whirlwinde, to) , 

vender his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flancs of F, 


fire ; for by fire, and by his (word, will the Lora plead with® 


ail flellhs and the flain of the Lord {hall be many.’ And as] * ie 
itis our duty to-hear for the time to come, Ifa. 42. 2358 1. 

Soiewill be our prudence to: read for time to come. 
4. Wot only the places’ and perfons that fuffer by 


eb 


f 


Gods Judgments , | 
cerned to make agood ufe of them. When the Lord 
brought afore Judgment 


to take ‘notice thereof, and make ‘a Sood ufe of it, I 
Jer. 4,18,19. Hear ye Nations » and know, OC ongre=" 


gation, whatis among them ;\ Hear, O Earth, behold, a. 


,: 


will tring evil upon tha people— 

If any fay, this Treatife feemetltto be born ont of 
duetimes itisnow feveral’ months fince Lendon was | 
burnt, the impreffion'of this Judgment begins now| 
to wear off from mens fpirits; ¢c, T ant 
hope better things 


f 


SOF tue grearer part 


fomany thoufands at this day «And then the third! oof 3 
Queftion is of great concernmentto thee! 2; Though Btu 


r { j Crh i vinahom 
bue all chat hear of themare con-! ¥ 


judg Ferufalens', he calls to) wey 
all people in all Nations upon the face of the earth, 


To the Rendey: 


by chis ftroke-of God, thentharghey fhould fo.foon 
i the hand thac hach been lifted up asatalt 
‘them ; buttt itfhould be fo, that the impreffions of 
this Judgment fhould be wearing off from.many 


ne mens {pirits , there isthe more need of uling means 


ito. revive them again, It is to be feared insrepard 
/poverty, is coming upon many like anarmed man; and 
the fad effects of this Fire are and willbe felt, more 
jand more by che poorer fortsthat di {content and trot 
\ble of minde vwill rather grow. and encreafe then 
iwear off ; and i therefore to fuch at leaft,ic will nor be 
Ppifeafonsble” to minilter fomething by way of confo- 
ation, though ic be fome months fince they.were 
“brought into a, fiuffering condition. »2. Such .greae 
| Judgmen its, as this was, are to be MaRS in remem- 
‘brance, and..to be improved for the promoting of 
pepsin ice and. the fear of God alfour dayes, and not 
#only aslong as we jive, but the memory of them is 
to be conveyed tothe Apes and Generations that are 
yet to come, that they may learn to, fear this a 
pwho hath done fuch great things < amongit us. Whe 
‘there was a mighty Famine in La the Lord gives 
‘Commandment that the megory thereof fhould be 
perpetuated to all Ages, Foe! 1. 3,4. Tell ye your chil= 
‘aren of it, and let your children telltheir childveny and 
l their children another generation ; That which the palmer 


Il worm hath left, hath the locuft eaten, &c. We think 


unworthily pm Gods Jadg ments, if we fuppofe they 

bare to be regarded for ‘afew dayes, or for afew 

years only. T! hey areof larger ufe, Jadgments upon 
| eeecular| places and perfons, are admonitions tothe 
“i whole world har hear of chemas long as the world 
wi 

B thall and. Ic is fome thoufands. of years fincé Lots 


Wife wasturned intoa pillar of Sale, yet this Judg- 


& 


(eh Bmenc.of Godona particule if perfon mutt not be for- 


go:ten 
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Zo the Reader: 


sotten by us inthis generation, nor by others to the | 
worldsend, Luke 17.32. Remember Lots Wife. It is 
generally computed to be above three thoufand years 
fince the J/raclites came out of Egypt, and paffed 
through the Wildernefs into Canaan, and yet their 
fufferings inthe WildernefS are enfamples to us, to 
deter usfrom finning as they did, Jeft we fufter as 
they did; and notto us only but co all that fhalllive 
between this and the end of the world, 1 Cor: 10. 
11. Now all thefe things happened to them for enf amples, 
and they are written for onr admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come.3.In fome cafes where grief is | 
sreat, counfel and comfort takes place beft, when the 
fufferers have hada little {pace to bemoan their di- 


ftrefled condition. When Jobs Friends came to comfort. 


him, they forbore {peaking a word to him for feven 
dayes and feven nights,becanfe they faw his grief was 
very great, Fob 2,11,12, 13. 


I fhall detain thee no longer with this preface, but 
commend thee and this work to the blefling of the 
Lord, after I have craved one requeftat thy hands, 
whichis, if thou reapeft any benefice by this enfuing 
Treatife, give all che glory to God, and lift up a pray- 
er for him, whois, 


Thine to ferve thee in 
the work of the Lord | 
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Eleven (onfiderations to help {uch as have been grea 
Sufferers by this Fire, to bear their loffes contentedly: 9. 
to4t 

Eight DireGions by way of practice tobelp (uch as are 

in afflistion to bear their .afflittions contentedly, 41. to 69 
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le 15. Plea. The guilt of my unrighteoufnefs in my a 

sith | bit th 

t)' \dealings troubleth me, anfwered 112,113,114 it | 

vm {e How fuch’as are troubled in Confcience for their a 

. “Mnrighteoufnels in their dealings may get true peace, i 

ahi. anfmered in five particulars, 112, 43,114 ) I 

UNG. Pleas J Serve Gods and have lof all that had, 

3 Napany that are re eardlefs of God and his Service have loft 

: iy nithing, anf wered 4 wAyese T15, tars A 

Mt. Plea, The glory and ftrength of England ssauch 

1 \iwapaired by thes Fire, thoufands of Eamilies are ruined, 

I "VN gaany poor people that lived comfortably in Hofpitals , and 
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nd edlms-Houles. are like. to perifh, &c. \.anfwered in five 
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ries Duet. 2. Whiat ufe thould they make of theiraf. 


roi Hiction, who haveJotttheir whole }.ar any. part of 
97] their Eitar.es by this Fire 2 page 228 
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5 ange, kbat they that have been faffevers flould learn by this \ ted 

7 A") i , 4 oso ; ps 1. ; i } hol 

01,103 | Giczion ? anfwered tis] Dai ticulars. 1335134,13§ Mente Nt 

omen bat the vanity of worldly things fhould teach ws , an f ay | nt? 
1p mered in 4 particulars, T3.9,to.138 A ea 
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pentance. 145,14 ¢mia 


Reafons why we bold repent and turn wate God whe, 


pe ave, wader Afflition. | 14d 04 
Sise Dirvettions abort Repentance. 147 to 1 semprieveti 


Very few are trought to Repentance by their «fflittions 


though they be great. 1§O, 15 Wee crt 


What we fhould do that we may be brougheto Reg 
pentance when we are under afflictions. Anfweredf. 
fix wayes. 1F52to 15k 


Sett. 6. Comply with Gods ends in affistting you. 5 Seow norm 
tyhere are meentioucd jive tnds of God on fending this af. Od, anlune 


jiittion. 159.to 164 


> Se&t. 7, God ts tobe glorified in the fires. 164, 16§ bai 


How to glorifie God in onr afflictions. Anfwerei 


fix wayes. 165. to 168) bs 
Sect. 8. Layup Treafure in Heaven, where i [bewent|y,, 


what that Treafure which we muft lay up in Heavep 
: 168,16§ 


Sect. 9. ‘Be mindful of and careful to avoid four other ke 


fires more dreadful then the late fire. 170. tO 173m, 
Sed. 10. Truftin God for a lively hood, though ali, 


your Effates be gone and you have nothing left to live “pom ls. 


1733174 


What confiderations may encourage fuch as have 1" 


nothing to liye upon; to truft in God tor a livelyhood. 
Anfwered: 174,175 
hie Object 


lan 5) 
eee. 


ns 
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L Object... tr: I cannot fee or think. of any way bow I 
WW orld do to live, anfwered fix wayes, 176; tot7g 
mete Oject. 2, Lam phiftle(s and friendlefs, and therefore bi 
OMIT hall not be able to live now ws y Efvate ts gone, and my  ° 
AMY Calling faileth, anf{wered; 179, tO 182, ian 
ME Objet, 3. I cannet work, therefore I am afraid I a i 
MVM ball perilh by want, anfwered, 181,182 ie 
My Objet. 4. L begin ta bein want alreasy,t and my}a- ae Ah HR 
MUM ily are pinched with hunger, and I am afraid me. (hall AGE 
145 14 he ftarved, anf{wered, - 193,10 186 cM | 
svi How fuch as are in danger, or under fear of being | 
i ftarved to.death, may be encouraged to truftin God \ 
("080 relieve chem, anfwered, 186. to 192 
fio Objekt. Lams afraid m y enbelief will. binder God frons 
NOWraking care of me, anfwered, ¥92, 192 
to Ma Seat. rr: Be not difwaayed if Gud bring you into great | | 
Annee Fait s, 193,194 mn | 
MOOR How they thatare infuch great ftraits that they Vig 
wee Ow not what todo; may be encouraged to trnftin 
qivahiod, anfwered, 194;to 198 
jE Though we are brought into oar ftraits by onr fins, this | 
64, 104d not hinder us from traftiag inGad, 198,199 | 
nln S€Ct. 22. atch and pray that. ye enter not inte tera~ 
HUE tation, where feveral temsptations are inftanced in, that 
nufeimerfons ander great afflictions had, need to watch. againft, Hone 
5 Hee | 200, f025E eee ea 
OE 2. Tempt. Satan is wont to tempt. [uch as are under (lo Rae 
jriiireat afflictions to have hard thonghts of Gods and of hipas: Wy) 


GR ee ces a TEMS BON Te Seo 


gears) Aare soe 


70.004 Vayes, 200,20L Poe he 
hpi Elow to keep up good thou gehts of God in our gréat- Pees 
ttt alitions, anfwered in.6 particulars, 201,to 205 Ate ea 
qi How to.keep up good thoughts of the wayes of . a 
haired in our greatelt aftliGions, anfwered, 206,207 ile a 

el L 2. Tem ot. Saban es wont td tempi fi ach as ate in great nee bay iti 
14H ittions to fur fake God, 207 Hq , mn | 
| (2) How 
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How aman may be kept from forfaking God wher 


he is under #ffliét.on, anfwered, 1 & 2OFtO2E : pion 
3. Tempt. Satan often tempts fuch as are in cfflictimg | bs 
on to change their Religions én 
Eight Argumentsto per{wade us not to forfake the Projy!") 
tefang Religion, becanfe of eAffiittions that we maay mee) 
with for adhering to itt, 214, 219m 7)!" 
4. Tempt. Satan is wont to tempt perfons ander greagginiiin’’ 
afflictions to felf-murther, 219,22¢my. 4! 
How fuch as are tempted to felf-murther upon they! 
account of their fins, or their affli€tions, may over: 
come this temptation, 220, to 227] 
Five Arguments to prove that felf-murther is adam} 
nable fin, | | 
Three wayes of refifting Satan 222, 225m furpry 
Three encourcgcments for tempted Somls to flee to Chrifegin mh ti 
2235 22S Minplaiin, 
Pleas for [elf murthcr anfwered, B tvedts 
t. Plea. Aty troubles are fo great that Lams not abl@gmiorama 
tobear them, an[wered 3 wayesy 227, 22Gmecmvery | 
2. Plea, Zhave loft, or at leaft I am likely to lofe aay 5. Ten 
reputation, and I hadbetter dye than be lighted and falipin)/ 
under diferace, 229,23¢] 

3. Plea. J (Fall come to want, or be driven to beg, ore Tire Any 
live mpon,and be a burden to others, an{wered, 230,tO 23 3M, fim, 
Contiderations to perfwade fuch’as are brought] — 

froman high condition co live upon Alms, and beg 
their bread, tocomply withrhis condition, 232,23 2M /iri, 
4, Plea. A4ty fins are greater thencan be forgiven,anae ki, 
ave {uch an heavy burden that I cannot bear them, ami 
fwered, 233, 234 
- -Thecafe of fuchas areready to defpair of che par-ij 
don of their fins, beécaufechey cannot repent, conli- 
fideréd, 235) 276m 
§. Plea. J have cotsmitted a fhamefal fin, whichl \, 
oe 


ng SALERRO ER Se pS EP Em 


Bip it come to linhe, f thall Le weary of ey life, - 236,227 
| 6, Pies. Lantemnrted to freal , to kill wy Children 
{Ua and to commit other f al fins, and I had better wake away 


aa r my [elf then fall into any [candalons fin , anfwered, 


239, 240, 24t. 

&. Plea, J will confe/s wy fins , and repent before I, 
murther my felf ; and if 1 do [o, I hope I way go to hea- 
wenwhen I dye, anfwered, 24t 

} Pour propofitions concerning [elf-murther , which con- 
midsce much to the helping of the tempted to withfand this 
gicmptation, 242, 10248 

_ Five Arguments to prove there is hope of falvati- 
mut ion foramanas long as he liveth, though his cafe 
feem very defperare, 244,00 247 

juhlem 5. Tempe. Lntiae of diffre(s Satan is wont to tempt 
jan fimnres to #fe finful and indircét means to help our (elves, 248, 
120,00 249 
| Three Argument to diffwade [uch as have loff their E- 
Bfrates, from ufing unrighteous caur{is to help themfelvesy 
249, 250. 

Sect. 13. Temporal loffes [beuld put us upen making 
yu fare of [piriiual and eternal ble ffings, 251,252 
ivi Sect. 14. God ts tole (omght anto to wake up our lof- 
{het fes, 252 
33,4 Four motives to fuch as have loft their Eftates, to feek. 
frie theme of God, 252, 254 
, ly =» Whatisthe beft and f{ureft way .co get riches, an- 
35, dwered in 10 part'culars, § 25452555256 
iy, im, «Se. 15. We (bould get our loffes made up in better 
Moleiings, 256 

ih (a2) How 
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How to get our, foffes made up in better bleffings; | 
257, 258 I l ae 
vs SER: 16. They that bave loft their Honfes and Effates, | fey 
(howld make {ure of a better houfe, and. bester fabfancein Wy. 
heaven,” 289 Fite 
Howto make fure of. an honfein heaven, 260, | a 
261, 262 a See 
Sect. 17. Thi iS affliction [hould be AWA ar ning to neepare ; ‘rei 
for other afftie éhion aS 5 262,263 & ac 
sect. 38, They that have been [ufferers by this Fire, : hin lo ¢ 
fold comfort and encourage themfelves in God, 26490 
Five grounds of comfort and encouragement to the fer-§\* ” 
wants of God, that have fuffered great loffes by the late} te 


a 265,t0.370 BM 
Great calamities are often followed with great mercies, | Nts je | 
270, t0 274. 
seet, 19. Such as parpofeto build {ould fo carry on dite 
the work of brilding, as to pro[per init, 274. 
How to profper in Building , anfwered, 274, tom Ne, 


Four reafous why [uch as fet pon building fronld give § 
themfelves UNL Prayer, 275; 276 f % 
Three encouragements to fet upon the work of Building y 


in Faith, 277,t0 2825 
j Building of aefolate Cities is a good work proved Ir 
ral arguments, 2775278 
Several promifes to encourage Baildings 230, 281 i 5 i) & 


Te 
4 if hy 


_ How we may be built up a fpiritual [houfe unto the a 
Lord, anfwered in 6 parti elas 288,t0 29 E | i 
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11 58 Ome. 3.- What thall chey render unto the Lord for 
hates) his mercy, whofe Houfes and Goods were prefer- 
lanin| “ved from being confamed by the late dreadful 
49 las Fire? | page 292 
60, | 
6 363 Several propofitions premifed in order tothe anfwering 
1 Prepare of thus gue ft ton, 
61,263 > Se&. x. They muft render te God their love, 29 
us Fin, |? Tow to exprefs our love to God » aniwered three 
164 |Wayese 
hfe | Set. 2. They mult render praifeto Gody. 299,300 


ite lie | | Lwomotives to praife God , for {paring us from this 
(0370 |B erey 


| 30I,302 
merce sect. 3. Gods mercies fFould. lead us to repentance, 
t0 274 | ? 327g Se 
swnnyn\ Loree reafons why Gods mercies fhould-lead us ta repen- 
174 bance, 30453095 
ol Set. 4. We muf? not judce them tobe the Greateft fin- 
20) |Mersy that are the greate/f {afferers, 30% 
wl ive " Four reafons againft jndging of mens fins by. their fuf- 
‘5276 | erongs, Sait ) 306 
uildnn fe SOCK. 5. They that have efcaped this Fire, fhould put 
1 | Dowels of Co affion towards [uch as bein mife d 
yit0 aba [a vonels OF. Compal/ion towards [uch as bein mifery 5 an 
lyf 19 all the good they can for thew, . 307,to 310 
anu | Lending is a duty aswell as Living, 308 
orp sect. 6. They muff not deal injuriog/ly or cruelly with 
rn the bole that are faffererers, 3 10,0 313 
gl Pet. 7. They whofe Houfes have been [pared fhould de~ 


Mcate their houfes unto God, 313,314 
How we fhould dedicate our. Honfes to God, an- 
wered 5 wayes, 314,t0 318 

Who are Gods guefts and friendsthat we muftén- 


Qufe@rtain in our houfes, anfwered, 317,318 
sect. 8. God is to be honoured with our [ubftance,. 218 
| (a 3) How 


| 


{| 


Lee 


29.39 tO. 296 


298 
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How to glorifie God-with our Eftates, anfwered $9 
wayes, 318, 319 
How to know whom we fhould relieve when we] 
have ‘many objeéts of charicy, before us , and are| 
not able torelieveall, anfwered 5 wayes,. 320, 321) 
Seat. 9. We muff render our felves to God, 323 
Three Arguments to perfwade us to give our bodies and) 
fouls unto God, 326,327 
Sek. 10. The [acrifice of righteoufne(s isto be re 
dered anto God, 3258 
Sec. if. They that have efcaped ibis Fire,honld traft| 
in God for deliverance from other troubles, and alfo for} 
[piritecal ble ffings, 329) 
Four forts of iritual ble flings for which temporal de-| 
liver ances hould eucourage us to truft inGedy 33,331) 
334 
Two grounds why temporal deliverances fhould ys us) 
to iraft in God for {piritual mercies, 
Sek, 12. All men fhould prepare for all forts of yd 
futtions, 334 
Six Reafons why all men had need tobe prepared for all 
forts of affiittions, 334, to 339 
What we fhould do that we may ftand prepared} 
for all forts of affliétions, anfwered in 12 particulars,| 
- 339)t0 360) 
What we fhauld do ta get Gods ftreggth to car ry 
usthrough the @oubles of this world, anfwered 7| 
wayes, 345, 60 358 
Six forts of promifes very wfeful for them that are inl 
apliction, 360, to 363) 
Se&. 12. Such as have efcaped this Fire {ould fo des) 
mean themfelves towards God, as that he may continue th) 
protect their perfons and fubftance, 36 3) 
What we fhould do that we may have Gods pro-j 
tetion continued, anfwered 5 wayes, 363,60 265) 
Pout 
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_ | _ Four Arguments to encourage us to depend upon ee 
ered), God for the prefervation of our petfons , fubftance, a ek 

1 319) and habitation,  365,t0 368 Hae tig’ 

mn ehi Sect. 14, He fhould feck unto God that there macy be | ri iP i 
Wael) 0 more (uch dreadful Fires, 368 Wh: ih oy 

Poth What we fhould do that there may benomorefich oh a 

iyi) dreadful Fires, anfwered, 369, 037% i) ie 
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Age 3.1. ult, dele aj/. p. 32.1. 15. put in, we. pe 47.1. 294 
r. tmmoderately.-P.'s 3. le 1. dele, may. p. 67+), 3. 1. Hanay 

Hiab, Po Ti. L. 2. t. youbte..Pe Blok Le PUL outs Maa Le 22a y 6p 
defined. p. 88.1. 21. ¥.fareth. p.gi. 1. 16. put our,better. p. 93 1.134 Held port 
after fervaats, put ins of God, p. tor. 1. 2.6. minifler. p. 103-1. 14 
x. 25, p. to4. Ludt.r. fail. p, 106. lity. r. what.1.20.1. God. p.tga 
¥,.18. pucin, the. }. 28.1, bad been. p.122¢1s10. 1. among. mei) 
p- 130-1, 16.1. affliction. p. 140.1. 19, r. fervile, p.143- 1. 164 
X. fubfiftance. p. 144.1. 4,4. alway. Pp. 153.1, 26. after of, put UTM 
this. p.15 7.1.15. for bis, rs their. p. 160.1. v6sr. fothful. p»- X79 MM) Mid 
1. 20. for buts x. yet. p.t 88.113, for fo prov r. fee prove. p.1921.1 9 
x. ended. pe 196.1, 2%. for-they, t. the. p.207.1 g. r. Lord. p.22 1) great 
Lizi.i thé Lord. p. 251.1. 29.4. clean. p. 252. lait. pucin, aad, ft 
P- 266.1. 31. 5. lot. p.277. 1, 22. puciny as, p. 303.1. To. put OU Ac ) 
Hol. P: 28401, 27. pucin afcer if, it be. p. 309.1, 8. for mages h 
wayes. p. 366.1. 9.¥. bim. p. 371.1. 32. after upon, t. us. pi 37am I 
1. g. puc in, him. p. 313.1. 28. r.tear. p.325, 1.14, for aboule,t.aliurg 

Pp. 350. 1.6. x. zatereft. p. 3521.34. pur in, bim. p. 356. 1. 12, fORMMNMer 
bin, lI, A dike ~] ys 
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Inftruttion and Confolation 


of | FOR 
|Such as have fuffered Lofs by FIRE, 
WITH 

fAdtice | to fiich as have Efcaped that 


fore Judgment; 


mr Held forth in the Refolution ofthree Queftions, 


——— 


si QuESsT. 1, 
in@Elow may fuch Perfons as have fuftained 
dus great Loffes by the late Fire, bear their 
Affliction with a contented and a cheerful 


p piri $ 


Efore 1 give an Anfwér to this Queiti- 
on, I fhall-premife chefe following 
Shaytape 
: Ie is the will of God that we 
fhoutd bear all our lofles and all orher 
affiictions with a patient, contented 
mimiod s He would not have us murmur or repine a¢ 
Biny of his dealings; but in every thing » and under 
very {late and- éondition fabmit Our wills unto. his. 
that this ig thé will of God may appear evidently 
| 5 from 


=a == 


se 


- me Ee 
So een EL, —— Ss 


epg ee RATS EH ee here 
> xe 


ee 


Tepe etn 


ir 


4 Propofitions concerning Contentment. Quueft.rah 4° 
fF -om {uch Scriptures as thefe; Heb. 13. §. Be content i i 
with (uch things as ye have ; Lam. 3.39. Wherefore doth aan 2 
a living man complain, aman for the punifhment of his, 
fins 2 ¥ Cor. 16. 10. Neither murmur ye, as ome oft 
them alfo murnsured, and were deftroyed of the deffroyer sim yy 
Jam.4.7. Submit your felves toGod ; Luk.22. 42, Nae 
my will, bas thine be-done Jam. 5.8. Be ye allo patient, Us 
Frablifh your hearts, for the coming of the Lord drawetha™ im 
nigh ; yea,the Lord would not only have us patient,| vega 
bat cheerful under all our fufferings, Fam 1.2. cMyme 
brethren count it all joy, when ye fall into divers tempt £4 i BS 
tions. mae 5 pone 
2, Itisnotonly our duty, but our intereft, it con=!® t 
duceth muchto Otr good. and welfare, to bear ong pos Ek 
affiGions with a peaceable, contented, cheerful fpi-} 


va pold 
iyere a 
outat, (| 


bahia 


rit. Eliphax perfwades Fobto bear his affliations quis” 
etly, with thisargument, that it was for his good foi 0" 
todo, Job 223 21. rAcgndint now thy (elf with him, anak it bah g 
be abpeuce, thereby good flak couse unto thee. Whateverg’""" 


God hath commanded us, tendsto otir good as well} d anguil 
as his glory’, Deus. 10.13. Keep the Commandementsiy 2 5 
pf the Lord, and his Statutes, which I command thee thisg’*s / 
day for thy good. If allthe Commandements of God] te, 
be for our good, thenthis command of being con-§+ Its: 
rented in every eftate muft needs be for our goodsgitinlc 
When weare contented in our fufferings, the foul is} tg will 
at reft, though the outward man be full: of trouble seta fat 
CMatth 11.29, Take my yoke upon you, and learn gf m by his 
me, for I ais neck and lowly in heart, and ye (hak find refem Kruri 
unto your fouls, Whatever the Father laid upor Chriftye dri 
he bore it witha meek and quiet fpirit, and fubmiteyy 0a 
ced hiswill to the will of his Father; if we follow til i 
this example of hisy we fhall doubrlefs find reft Calg 
our fouls. Fhe man chat hath learnt how to be con-hhtty , 
tencin every eftate, liverh a kind of Heaven upor iN) Gi 
Earth iiil, 


? 
mi) Barth, Phil. 3.20. Our Converfation is in Heaven. TE 
Wifi you would know how the Apoftle came to enjoy as 
mie were a heaven while he was in this world, you may 
hy mdeethat, (hap:.4. 11. Ihave learned in whatfoever fia 
BZ am,therewith to be content. : itt 
). 3. A man under the power of a froward difcon- 
mtenced fpirit bereaveth himfelf of all good : he hath 
pain BO. enjoyment of God, no enjoyment of himfelf, no 
2, uj enjoyment of any good inany of che creatures. He 
tach no enjoyment of God; for, They that areof a 
|froward heart are abomsination to the Lord, Prov. 11.20. 
siteglPlal, 18.26. With the froward thon wili fhew thy felf 
bert Jroward. He hath no enjoyment of himfelf, but is like 
rfl fh @ mano difpoffefied of his foul, Luk. aI. 19. Ln jour 
onauly Patience poffe/s ye your fouls. He hath no enjoyment of 
good i@ny good in any of the creatures, though he be one 
linagenat hath great poffeffions, Prov. 17. 20. He that hath 
ihue@froward heart, findeth wo good. He isin concinual pain 
la negend anguith , like a marl chat walks among thorns, 
almigeTo?. 22.5. Thorns and {nares are in the. way of the 
beth eee » 4e that doth keep hes fowl (hall be far from 
Athen. | Paar) j 
f . 4 Acisa very hard matter to bear affliftions with 
wt og? Cheerful contented fpirit, When a man is crofled 
e ful Ot His will, his heart is ready co fret againit the Lord, 
roblegeven ac fach times ashe brings. affliétions upon him- 
bmm@isltt by hisown folly, Prov.:19. 3. The foolifbne(s of 
iijugeman perverteth his way, and his heart fretteth againft 
‘Chie Lord. When God rebukes us, and binds us inthe 
‘itaieords of affliction, we are aptto fret and fume like a 
ofolgeid Bull in a nec, Ufa. 5%. 20. Thy fons have faint- 
weds they lie at the bead of all the ftreets, as awild Bull in 
t net, they are fullof the fury of the Lord, the rebuke 
wih ty God. Nothing lefs chan che mighty power of 


f 


pisod will quell and keep down all che rifings,fretrings 
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4 Propofitions concerning Contentrsent. Quelt. £. ' 
and eg e of the heart, ‘and: make man pati-g 


ent and cheerful in his affliGtions; ‘Col.2.11, Strengrh-aa wi 


ned with all might according to hes glorious power , unto allay; ( : 
patience and long (uffering with joyfulnefs. There is chegay) 
power the glorious power of God, the power of God) 
put forth ina mighty manner to enable a Chriftian to 
fuffer affliétions with patience and joy. ‘s 
5. No mah that is dettitute of the grace of God ggii ma! 
can bear affli@tions with a contented fpirit. Therejg: ttt 
may be ftupidity and infenfiblenefs of Gods handygtc: tit: 
and ‘there may be'a feftraining of murmurings in fore mney 0 
natiiral men, But crue contentment is found only ifn (od t 
godly perfons, 1. Tim. 6. 8. Godlinefs with contentmenimiy, tela 
as great gain. As for unrepenerace mien, when Gogg ind a 
doth not lay areftraint upon them, they do not onlymimn¢ 
free inwardly again{t God , but break obt-into openginnl nl 
blafphemy, when tliey meet with great and paint Mayr), wv 
afflictions, fa. 8.21. They, thal pafs through it, bard iio, and 
beffead and hungry, and it {hall come to pafs , that whemmoured at 
they (hall be hung)» they {ral fret themfelves, and carfii\n stor, 
their King and their God, and look.upward ; Rev.16. TOMB ip fic 
11. They gnawed their tongues for pain, and blafphemedmrd, whic 
the God of Heaven, becaufe of their pains and their forest, yen; 
and repented not of their deeds. , a 
6. The Saintsand Servants of God, have found iif; 
an hard matter to bear their loffes with a quiet comm, 4 
tented fpirit, when God lath taken away Forti the, 
them rhofe things which have been near and dear tdi 
them.When Facob did but fuppofe that he had loft hig, 
‘fon Fofepb, he was over-whelmed with grief, Gen. 37mh tha 
34,35. Pacobrent his cloaths, and put fackclorbupon Lit): 
loins, and mourned for his fon many days, and allhis fons By ofp 
and all his daughters rofe up to comfort bis, but be refe feds 
to be comforted, and he faid, for 1 will go down into thi ANP nest. 
erase snte gat) {Oi POOMT NING y thus his father wept for bim@ 
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Sa When God took away Ab/olom, how was David calt 
it Pats) down at his death? 2 Sam. 28. 33: The King was much 


"XI moved, and went 4p to the chamber over the gate, and 
M0 dl) septs and.as he went, thus he faid, O my fon Abfoloms, 
a my fon, wy fon Abfolom , would God I had died for 
tat Cod thee, O Abfolow, my fon, my fon. Fomah.was a man 
wiht Ol ithae feared God) a Type of Chrift, no ordinary man 
buc a Prophet, yet what abundance. of difconcent, 
if Goll did he manifett for the lofs of a gourd, becaufe it 
- Thee was.a refrefhment to him by keeping him fromthe 
ti lind) beat of the Sun? He fell into a preat paflion, fainted, 
$1 fo Was weary of his life, wifhed thar he mighe dies and 
Oty when God reafoned with him about his froward car- 
ua tiage, he ftands upon his jutification, Fonab 4, 8, Q.m~ 
in Qu) He fainted and wilhed in himfelf to die, and [uid, It is bet 
Ut OUI) ter for me to diethan to live. dnd God {aid to Fonzh, Doe 
iO Op ther well to be angry for the gourd? And he [aid 1 do wel to 
i pull be angry, even unto death. Yer this gourd came up ina 
vi iaiiinight, and perifhed ina night, and Fonab had not la- 
thé Mf boured at all for ir, neicher did Jonah; but God made 
miembit to srow, Verf. to. When we find fucha man as jo- 
i6ieab, in fuch a great paftion.for fuch afmall lofs as a 
lponigigourd, which grew up and perifhed ina night anda 
hi rmiday, we may cry out, Lord what is man that thou are 
Mindful of him! And if we are-kept from fretting 
eloutiand difcontent at our loffes,, we mutt give glory to 
itt God, and fay, as the Apoftle in another cafe, Nor I, 
aiy fbue the grace of God whichis with me » keeps me 
if deelitrom being difcontented at my loffes. 
lO «7. Though ic be hard to attainia cheerful,content- 
{,Ginjmed {piric in all eftates and conditions, yetit is poffible 
ibnntmO beatrained ; The Apoftle Paul went through vaq. 
divimetety of afflictions, as hunger, thir{t, nakednefs, fhip- 
shmurack, imprifonment, beating with rods, ftripes a- 
a iimrove meature, cold, watchings,. &c, 2 Coriath. 11, 
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6  Propofitions concerning Contentment, Quet.y gues 


23, 24, 25,26, 27. yet he had learned to be content: mills 
in every eftate, PAil. 4.11, 13. J bave learned in what~ (pi 
foever eftate I ams, therewith to be content : Lean do all} il toe 1 
things through Chrift which frengthneth mr, And as he | pright 0 
was contented, foalfo cheerful and joyful in all his jy,4. 7h 
troubles, 2 Cor. 7-4, laws exceeding joyful in alt ony Mile wi!) 
jribulation. Now what the Apoftle Paul attained to} gh lw 
in this kind, that through the hefp of Chrift we may quit 
attain alfo, oe 
9. Aword of counfel andadvice fuitably and fea- 
fonably adminiftred co fuch as are ina fuffering cons Miuerhis 
dition, availeth’ much for the quieting, comforting, Mey ii 


and fupporting of their fpirits under their greateft af iyi hpi 
fli&ions and deepeft forrows , Prev. 12. 2§. Heavi- Bin diew 
me(sin the heart of man maketh it loopy but a good word Mi Word 
maketh it glad; Proy. 27.9. Oyntment and perfume re-M(oiyil 
foyce the hearty (0 doth the fweetne{s of a mans fried Mh hin (ye 
by hearty counfel; Job 4. 3,4, Behold, thow haf im= My sh | 
frrutted many, and thou haft firengthned the weak hands, Miyh;h | 
thy words have upbolden him that was falling and thou bafP My sien» 
frrengthned the feeble knees ; Prov. 1542344 word /poken My 
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in due fex{on, bow good is it 2 
9. No arguments or other means that are made ufel 
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of, either in preaching, writing, or. private a ite droo) 


gence, have {uch force and power to quiet, fuppore 
and comfort the hearts of thofe that faint, and are dift M jy, », 
quieteéd,and caft down under thgir afflictions, as chofe ty bc. 
that are drawn from,and bottomed upon the Word off... 
God, Lev. 10.3. Mofes faid unto Aaron, this isit tha hn... 
the Lord fpake — And Aaron held his peace. Aaron's try= Bini, 
al was exceeding gréar, His two eldelt fons were con= My, 
fiimed by fire from the Lord, when they were in chefia,,,, 

aétof fin; this judgment was fo great chat all //raek@iy. 
dre commanded to bewail che burning, ver, 6. yet Aa= in. 
ron who was moft nearly concerned in the amine ‘Wong 
a ‘ei A ngs RP eld tag 
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lute 'Quett. x. Propofitions concerning Contentment: y 


‘Otte ) held his peace, and what caufed him to do fo? MMofes 
ar | put him inremembrance of the Word of God , This 
dt dN) Ssthat the Lord Spake, fee alfo Fob 6. 25. How forcible 
4s he | areright words 2 Now all Gods words are right, P/al. 
‘lhl 33.4. The Word of the Lord is right—Prav. §.8,9. All 
nA ithe words of my mouth are in righteon{ne{s — They are ak 
ned tp | right to theme that find ‘knuwledg, And therefore théy are 
| of great force to.guiet and comfort fuchas aré in afs 

|, | Miétion, Pfal.t07.20,He fent his Word and healed them, 
}| Though a man be ready to die with forrow and grief 
“ON under his tronbles,the Word of God will revive him; 
| for they of whom the Pfalmift fpeaks, when he faith, 

Y He fent his Word and healed them,were fuch as were rea- 

Mi dy co die with their troubles,as you may fee,/er/.18. 
it wl Gods Word will make the ftontett heart yield & bow 
mm"'eo Gods will, Fer.23.28,29,— He that hath my Word, 
s (rill Jee bins [peak, my Word faithfully, What is the chaffe to 
Me the wheat faith the Lord? Is not my Word like as a firey 
KN aith the Lordy and like a hammer that breaketh the rock. 


Mitilin pieces? 1 Thelf. 4.18. Comfort one another with 
“| thefe words. No words have fuch force to comfort 

_ pthe afflicted, aswhatare drawn out of che Scriptures. 
wel Wherefore I have endeavoured to confirm what I 
tui have propofed in anfwer to thefe queftions, with fui- 


lppoliitable and pertinent Texts of Scripture. 


ined Thefe Propolitions being premifed,I thall now an- 
stholiifwer the Grit queftion,and fhall divide my Anfwer in- 
Wot tito three branches. 1. I thall propofe fome confidera« 
‘itsti@l tions that may tend co the quieting of their minds,who 
rust Rave fultained great lofsby this fire. 2. I fhall pro- 
eta pote fome things by way of praétice to help the 
ein tlaflicted to bear their afflictions conrentedly, 3. I 
il thal! endeavour to remove thofe pleas and reafonings 
wediiithat hinder chofe chat have been fufferers by this fre 
sid from fecting dows contented under heir affliction. 
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8 C onfiderations to help fach as have fuffered lofs Q. ae 


Confiderations to quiet the sinds of thofe that have 
been great fi ufferers by the late fire. 


SECT. I. R 
=. Confider who it is that hath confumed your” 


{fla hoe 


Houfes and taken away your Eftates.: It is God harkjgiv!"”) 
done this thing. Whoever weretheinftruments of regen 
beginning or promoting and carrying o ithis dread=jge"" 
ful fire,rhat hath deftroyed fo many goodly buildings, il ac 


ih rhat ve 


and fo much treafure: you muft look beyond alli 


inftrutents at the hand of the Lord. Theréis no eyiljpam® 
befallech any City, or any family, or any particulangl 
perfon; but itis the Lord which fends. that judgment gj 
of what nature foever it be, Avos 3.6 «Shall there be evilt afm 
in.a City, and the Lord hath not done tt ? There is no-} gs 
thing comes to pa at any time in any part of the! en, 
world, but it is brought about by the Providencegst Gyo 
of God, Rom. 11.36. Of him, and through him, ana bec hand 
to him are all things. A Sparrow isa bird of fmall va-| et, fi: 
Iue, yet not one Sparrow falls to the ground without} ifthe (id 
che concurrence of Gods Providence, (Matth. 10.29% pe onthis 4 
Are not two Sparrows fold for a farthing, and one of there Mist 6 Go 
{Gall not fallon the ground without your Father + Tt nog gelaesbyt! 
one Sparrow fuffereth any thing but by the Provis tings, a 
dence of God; then fufely there is a Providence chat gant ac 
ordereth all: the fufferings of every man, who is OBB! jad ny 
more value than many Sparrows. There is no lofsgjtuliyt 
more incon{iderable than to Jofe an hair of our heads, plutshind 


' 
: 


‘hundreds of our bairs may be taken away and we reé= H fib, 2 


gard it'not ; but God is fo careful of our perfons,and Bly Nim 
ofall our concernments, that he numbreth every hair Pils. fr} 
of our heads,and there doth not fall off one hatrat amy Bistidn, 
time but by his appointment,e Matth.10.30.T he very Biktei of 
hairs of your head are all numbred. And as to this judg= $i ay ¢: 
ment § 


f Quelt.1;° by Fire, tobear their Loffes contentedly.” 9 


Hi ment of Fire , we finde is oft afferted in the Scri- 
| ptures, that when Cities or other places are fet.on 
fire, ixisthe Lord which kindleth thofe fires, and’or- 
_dereth all circumftances belonging to them, Itis the 

_ BLord that appointeth the place where the fire shall 
id yullebegin, and how far it fhall proceed , and what ‘houfes 
0d tah ifhall be burnt down by it, «Amos2. 5. J will fenda 
lett ofl five pon Judah, and it fhalldewoar the Palaces of Feru- 
‘dread falems ; -Jer.50.32. L will kindle. fire in his Citiesyand 
ilding fh dt (Dall devour all round about dim, Whena fire rageth 
ond alli swith chac vehemence that. none can quench it, it is 
nog) God which rendereth it unquenchable, Fer. 17. 27. 
iticuli Af xe will not hearken unto me, to hallow the Sabbath-Day, 
done and not to bear a burden, even entring inat the gates of 
nhedmipers|alens onthe Sabbath-Day, then will T kindle a fire in 
ism the gatesthirecf, and it (hall devourthe Palaces of  Fern- 
vO th Salem, and it {hall not be quenched. . Wien any men do 
eng feta City on fire, ‘it is God giveth up that City into 

M their hands, and caufeth their enterprizes to take ef- 
feet, Fer. 32. 28, 29. Iwill give thi City into the hands 
lof the (aldeans——And the Caldeans {hall come and. fet 
fire on this City.—Now the confidering and believing 
hatit is God which hath taken away your Honfes and 

B Eftates by this Fire, will filenceall murmurings and 

im repinings, and caufe you to bear your Joffes and crof- 
ifes with a contented minde. Pfal. 39. 9. Iwas dumb, 
d opened. not my month, becaufe thou didft it. VVhen 

@ fob had Ioft all that he had in one day , by looking art 

® Gods hand inhis loffes, he bore them very cheerful- 
dy, 7ob1.21.-——The Lord hath taken away ,- bleffed be 

Bithe Name of the Lord; And yet Fob lolita very great 

ow hiEdtace, for he was the richeft man in the Bait, Fob 1.3, 
uti Ee did not only lofe his Eftate , but all his Children 
: awere cut off alfo,ver.19.and that whil{t they were eat- 
am ing, and drinking wine in their Elder Brothers ae 
wer, ST. 
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go € onfiderations to help fuch as have fuffered lofs Q.ti 


- Should fin, and curfe God in their hearts, 7. 5. which! 


Works, Pfal.97.3,12. A fire goeth before him, andi 


wer. 18. at which meetings Fob was afraid left his Sonsiy!” 


made the affliction che more heavy. Now tomake} 
this Argument the more effectual towards the produ-f 
cing of contentment, confider who this God is, thaeial! 
hath taken away your Eftates from you by this Fire, — 

x. Itisthat God that gave you all the good things 
that ever you did enjoy, 1 Chron. 29. 12,14. Bothim 
riches and honor comse of thee :--.All things come of thee sim 
James t. 17. Every good gift, and every perfelt gift yy)”. 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights ;p" ° 
Deut. 817,38. Afofes biddech Jfrael beware ofan ™” 
fayingintheir hearts, 42) power, and the might of qum™ 


ony band hath gotten me this wealth, but thou {halt rememayge' 
ber the Lord. thy God , for it is he that giveth thee powerty i a 
toget wealth. This quieted Fobs minde, when he con=§ 
ffdered that the fame God whotook away his Eftarel" 
andhis Children, did formerly give them co him,| 
job1. 21. The Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away, aM 
bleffed be the nameof the Lord: vm 

2. Icis God cha is Holys. There is nothing of 
wrong, noinjuitice y no iniquity io this difpenfation,} 
gs it proceedeth out of the hands of God, Pfalm 
145.17. The Lord ts righteous in all bis wayes, and holy 
dn all bis works. When God cometh forth in fiery dif- higiny 
penfations, we fhould be fo far from murmuring, that is, wi 
we fhould give thanks at the remembrance of his Ho-j 
Hinefs , becaufe we know him to be Holy inall his 


‘ 
ANIAATIAG 
VINLUGL IE 


hae equal 
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mering, Nfs 


burneth up his enewsies round about.  Rejoyee inthe Lord mmr 
yerighteous, and give thanks at the remembrance of his} lt‘ 
Alinefs. The with-drawing of Gods Bleffed Pre-§i,tody, 
fence tromour fouls , is afar greater lofs., than chefitileyer, 
lofing of our Eftates, or any thing that we enjoy infh ly 1, 
this world; for there isnothing in the whole world, Mil, .1 

| yea, 


MQW Quelt.1. by Fires 80 bear their Loffes contented]y. xy 
bison) yea, there is nothing in heaven it felf, whicha godly 
‘ Which) man efteemech fo much as he doth the enjoyment of 
Omake| God, Pfal.73.25.. Whom have I in heaven but thee? tate, th 
‘St0du-)) eated there is none #pon earth that I defire befides thee. Yer ae ie 
4 thay) we finde David quieting himfelf upon the account of , A ee 
Sti | Gods Holinefs, when he apprehended himfelf forfa= j 
d ey ken of God, and the Lord came not to him, though 

4, Buhl) he cryed and roared after the Lord, P/al. 22. 1, 3, 3- he 
if thes) CAL) God, my God, why haf? thou forfaken me? why art ra 

H eft thon fo far from helping me, and from the words of my ae, 
lity voaring ? O myGod, I cryin the day time, but thos hear- nem 
wae off eft not, and in the night feafon, and am not felent: But oh 
nigh f| thow art Holy. If David was ftayed from repining s ve 
lrmmd againft God, when he apprehended himfelf forfaken Ad 
it me OF God, and thought God rejected his Prayers, by il 
iheconi €COnfidering, that God that dealt thus with him , was Hi 
is Ble an holy God ; then furely the confideration of Gods Hh 
«bin Holinefs may quiet your mindes under the lofs of any | 
testy WOrldly things, what ever they be. When the labour- ae 
fers that had born the heat of the day, murmured, be- ao ty 
hing fpeaufe others chat had wrought brit one hour were Sie bse 
s(aion) Made equal co them, the houfholdér tilled their mur- { \ 

Pimp murings, by fayingtooneof chem, Friend I do thee 
adhiy@o wrong, Mat, 20, 11,-12,13. If you finde any mur- | 
ey disp MUringsinyourmindes, at Gods taking away your =< Ape 
ing, atettates, when others enjoy theirs ftill, endeavour to : 
this Hop tilence your murmurings , by faying unto your fouls, 
‘nlhig my foul, Godis a juft, and holy , and righteous Tan 
bing God ; he hath done thee no wrang, why then dofts, Pe Va 
ih padgehou murmur againft him? < | 

wf hi 3- Te is God char hath a Sovereign Power over’ 
fed Pre YOU, to dowith you, and allthat belongeth untoyou; —* 
shan tag whatfoever feemech good in his fight, ib 9.12. ‘Bee 3 
iit9l4, be taketh away, who can hinder him? who will fay 
 woligata bine, what dof? thon? Jer. 18, 6. O houfe of I/- 
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7% Confiderations to help fuch at have fuffered lofs Qt. 


 bebold as the clayis in the potters 


Ba yi: 
vael, cannot I do with you as this poe > [aith the Lord 7 cut 


and, foare ye in mine fo ‘ 
band, O honfe of Lfracl. Such is the SovereignPowe| ne ftom 
erof God, that he difpofeth of all his Creatures si wound 
both thofé that are in heaven , and all that are inalfqgie th 
places of the world, Pfal. 135.6. Whatfoever the mim 
Lord pleafed, that did he in heaven, and in earth, and thegnyu™ 
feas, and all deep places. If the Lord difpofech of all} bud He 
things in heaven and earth ashe pleafech , thall any gana 
particular perfon fret, andthink much to have all hisigay ¥ 
concernments difpofed of at the pleafure, and by the} meus G 
order of the great God > When the Lord makech | § Its 
fuch defolations in any Nation , as thatthe report of jm tiing 
them goeth throughout all che world, this muft {ill Mimmngl 
and quiet our minds, that it is the great and Sovereign tne conlid 
God that doth thefe things, P/al. 46.8, 10. Come, ili sve 
behold the works of the Lord, what. defolations he hath Mi ittwk 
made intheearth. Be till, and know that. I am Godemntiarh 


To murmur at Gods fulfilling: his own will, is a pra—jatour {eh 

ical denying his Soveretgaty ; and to deny chegittw, to 

Sovereignty of God , is to deny his Deity. He tienly } 

fhould not be God, if he were not our Sovereign gixhmorep 

Lord : his Sovereignty is effential to his Deity. 
4. It is God that loveth you, and is the beft friend 

that youhave in all the world, thar laid chefe rebukes id ye, 


upon you, and hath takenaway your Eftates by this 

Fire. Every godly man hath God for his Friend, Myri)s 

Cunt. §.16. Tht is my beloved, and this is my friend 

And when God rebukes any of his Servants in thewe@iifilin(, 

Names, Eftates, Bodies, or Souls , it is out of love gis. hi¢. 

Rev..3. 19. As many as I love, I rebuke and chaften 3M. 

Prov. 3. 12. Whom the,Lord loveth he corretteth, even asmittiny 

a Father the Son, inwhom bi delighteth. Willyoutake 

any thing amifs chat cometh from fo good a friend as 

the Lord is? efpecially that which cometh from his 
friend 


| Queft. 1. byFire, tobear their Loffes contentedly. 2 


im) friend in love? We are wont to take rebukes thae 
| come from friends in good part, though they be fuck 
tturest) as wound and pierce us to the fovl,Prcv.27. 6. Faisbe 
tS nalll) fal are the wounds of a friend + Pfal, 14%. 5. Let the 
WY tl righteous (mite me, and it {hall be akindene{s, and let bine 
| reprove me, and. tt {hall be an excellent oyl which {hall nog 
| break way head: ——Shiall we efteem it 2 kindenefs to be 
i} imitren and reproved by righteous men, and fret, and 
i) be angry when we are {mitten and reproved by the 
# righteous God ? 

| §- ItisGod who is your Father that hath done 
onde thefe things. Never any man drank fuch a bitter cup 
ntti] as was mingled for our Lord and Saviour Jefis Chrift, 
nets af we confider all the ingredients that were put into 
» (im tts yetbecaufe it was his Farher that gave him this 
i hai Cup he took it cheerfully, Joba 18. 11. The cap which 
mCi tay Father hath given me, (ball not drink it ? Wefub- 
sapagmit. our felves to our earthly Parents when they cor- 
ay chy rect us, how much more oughe we to be fubjéeé& ro out 
iy, Haheavenly Father when heé chaitneth us ; feeing he 
vereign Hath more power over us than they have , and aimech 
y, gMore purely at our good than they do? Heb. 12.9, 
MiedhtO. pre have had fathers of our-flelh, which correthed 
rebuke U5, and we Lave them reverence s fi hall we not much rather 
s by humie ize (ubjection to the Father of Spirits, and live? for 
Prenlperey verily for afew dayes chaftned us after their own plea- 
y fem tere, but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of 

sinthet his Fiblinefs. | 
of log 6. Ieis God who is pleafed with all his own works, 
fame fal.135.6. Whatfoever the Lord pleafed, that did he 
hnnigee tleaven, andin Earth, and in the Seas’, and all deep 
uttkigpeaces. God caileth the judgements that he executes 
tienda POn his enethies his pleafure, Z/%, 48,:14. He will 
fonttigee hzs pleafzre'on Babylon. Yea even tholé affiions 
-algiwhich God feadeth upon his own children , are the 
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14. Cospderations to help [uch ashave feffered lof Qt ia 
good pleafure of his will. The Prophet, {peaking off hyo 
the fufferings of Chrift, faith, I {a 53- 10. It pleafed) ry Be 
the Lord to bruife him.—Our fufferings are in fome re-; lla, 
{pects faid to grieve the Lord, fadges 10, 16, His wy. tbN 
foul was grieved for the mifery of Ifrael. But on an-M, uly. 
other account, as they area fulfilling of his erernall bri Ok 
Councils, as they illuftrate his Glory , as they pro- thy 
mote our good, exc. they may be faid co pleafe him. 4 
Now that which pleafeth God. fhould not difpleafe us. ( 
Itis {aid of David, who was a wife and a gracious. » 
Prince, Whatfoever the King did, plegies all the peopleM i, fy 
Sam. 3. 36.. The Lord our God infinitely cranfcen-@j,,, 
deth Davidin Wifdom and Goodnefs; and therefore 
whatfoever the Lord doth , fhould pleafe all higj..,, 
people. | PP be Mi me 

7. Itis God that made you , who hath taken away ae 

your Eftates from you, and itis not meet that cheg, 
Creature fhould quarrel, murmur at, or finde fauhi™,,, . 
with any thing that: his Maker doth, J/a,45.9. ™ a 
untohies that frriveth with hss Maker; let the pot{beara@ 
rive with the potfbeards of theearth: [hall the clay fay) hy! 
t0 him that faltioneth it, what wsake/t thou ? ited 


SE ce. 26 | a 
a. Confider what ic is which God hath taken away) “4 
from you; and this Confideration will minifter feve: ‘sinde 
ra) Arguments for the quieting of your mindes undeig, “4! 
all your loffes, ‘though they have been very grea 
For, | i. 
t. God hath taken away nothing but that which,“ 
washisown. Your Houfes, your Goods, your Silt Ws 
ver and Gold, and all chat you have, or ever had, 1! lah 
the Lords, tChron.29.11. All that is in the heaven} oe 
and in theearth, isthine; Plal.24 1. The earth ts thi ae 

Lords, and the fulncf{s thereof, the world y and they thay’ 


d vel 


fr uy AQ.1, of their Effates,to bear their Loffes contentedsy:. ¢ § 
‘4 { il it 2.7 Therefe i’ e will Treturn and take 
leat —Anh mY wine—and my wool—~ 
al What Benbadad {aid to Ahab , “i WR i os 
Al Benhadad, 1 King a0. 354, Thy Silver and thy Gold ts 
ining] ines thy Weives alfi, and thy Children, even the goodlie ff 
seengl| 478 wines andthe K ing of Ifrael anfwered and faid, My 
ony Lord, O King, according to thy Saying, Iam thine, and 
elt high 424 that J have. The like may God fay to us Th 
ele Silver and thy Gold is mine, ec. And we may fay HA 
srciol the Lord, O my Lord, according to thy fayins, I 
h ml am thine, and al! that I have. Now we take upon us 
caend) £2 difpofe of thofe things which are our own » as we 
herelor =r 600d Ad at. 20. 15. Js it not lawful for me todo 
al tl at I will with mine own? And fhall not we allow 
nto God that liberty which we take unto our felves? 
ba sq weal we murmur again{t him when he taketh away nae 
what thing from us but that which is his own ? aie 
at | God hath taken away nothing fromyou, bue 
9h what op unworthy to enjoy. Facob was a reag 
. wheal ae 2 the Angel that wraftled with him, faith of him, 
‘do | $a Prince haft thou power withGod and Men, and baff 
prevailed, Gen, 32,28. Yethe looked upon himfelf 
jas unworthy of the leaft of all the mercies th 
God beftowed uponhim, Gen, 2 pial: 
Lh h pontum, Gen, 32.10, J am not wore 
lena i oe Yall the mercies and of all. the truth 
ler fet he s ke aft hemeg unto thy fervant, As the Woman 
jhe { a - Pa te faidto Chrift, Fokn 4.12. Art thors Rreate- 
rite Father Facob ? So may I fay unto you, Are 
Wiovg/Ou greater, and better than Jacob? if not, then you 
a pat confels your felves unworthy of che leat of 
is : i. Rees mercies as he did; and if youare unworthy 
a the leat of all Gods mercies, then you have no 
liga corepine at your lofles, feeing God bach taken 
ailih Bios Poth YOR bus. what you were unworthy to 
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16 Confiderations tohelp fach as have Suffered Lofs QE. . it yl 

3. God hath taken nothing from you, bue chal gies 
which-you mutt of tieceflity have fhortly parted with, jy Su 
though this fire had not confumed any thing of youre if 
Eftates. Iris but a very litele-while, and you muftiypient 
leave this world ; and though you havé never fo} dot ell 
much of this worlds goods; you canfiot carry ong alas me 
penny with you out of the world, 1 Tim. 6.7- Ween 4,51 
brought nothing into this worlds and it is certain 5 we cangayl—l™ 
carry norhing ont : and upon this account the Apottl i Siar 
urgeth Chriitians tobe content, though they havejijy-4'i' 
never fo little, nothing befides food and raiment) oun dilqu 
wr. 8. Having food and raiment , let 08 be sherewitlh nufelt be 
converts And as we cancarty horhing with us ont Ojmpeutiono 
the world, fo it is aleogethér uncertam , who fhal im, Riches: 
poffets what we eave behinde us, “Lake 12. 20. Thames, They 
night (hall thy foul be required of thee then whofe foal@arunnes 
thofe things be that thow haft provided If we have chilis yi of th 
dren to inherit the fubftance that weleave behind Hs vero 
us, yer who cantell bucthe Extortioner may catch alin eilul. 
that they have, and Strangers devour their wealel hye {of 
Pfal. togi 11. Or ifthey fhould enjoy what we LEAVIN of the m 
them, yet who can tell whether they will fend Mi doce 
wellor ill? who can cell whether they willbe Wi rior 
menor fools?: Such thoughts as thefe weaned Solem, Mark 
win from the world, and made him. repent of al CUR ip, 
pains he had caken in erecting ftarely- Buildings » am Be scin 
gathering togerher muct Treafure, €cclef. 2-18, 19M, .,” 
LT hated all my labour wbich I bad taken under the Sung’, Pun 
becaufe t {rould leave itunto the man phat (hall be after me Froth 
and who knoweth whether he [hall be a wife manor A fool te x 
yet (hall he have rule cver alt 73 labour wherein I have la ie ‘ 
bosred, and wherein Lhave [hewed my felf wife snder th Mihi, 
Stns é' Bin, Th. . 
4. That whieh God hath taken froma you is but va a 
nity, yea morey chat which often ptovetha ye i Na.sy 


-a 


id) | 
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co 


Qh Qt: in their Eftates, tobear their Loffes contentedly, 14 
bit lit eg the Soul and Spirit, which isthe better part of a 
“CWitienads  Soldrson {peaking of all worldly things, faith 
Ot Youn GF them, Vanity of Vanities, all is vanity, Ecclef. 1. 2; 
\muivand afterwards reckoning up his outward enjoyments, 
Wer {ihe doth tell us thar his ftately Buildings and his grear 
/ tiefreafures were vanity as well as-other things. Eccle/: 
0.7, Wiig, 4,5) 8,17. I made me great works, I builded me 
) Wiiihoufes—-I made me Gardens and Orchards—I gathered 
 Apolelge alo Silver and Gold, and the peculiar treafures of 
ey tinting s—.All is vanity and vexation of Spirit, Shoulda 
‘neti wife man difquiet himfelf for the lofs of avanity ? or 
eri mex himfelf becaufe he is deprived of that which ig 
ISOM Wout vexation of Spirit 2 
moti) 5. Riches are not chat which moft men think them 
10, Tifiobe. They havelefs of good, and more of evil in 
in(efhit hem than we are aware of. I do not mean thatriches 
uivdifire evil of themfelves , chey are good bleffings of 
etelitiihzod ; yet our corrupt natures are apt toturn chem 
yciclif'9an evilufe. VVherefore view your riches which 
itwellifion have loft, not according to that eftimation which 
wweleiiien of the world have of: riches , bue according to 
(pete judgement which the Holy Ghoft givech of them 
loeim@ache Scripcures, where they are ftiled, Deceisful 
itl bMiches, Mark 4. 19. Uncertain riches, t Tim. 6. 17% 
che Adammpin of unrighteon[uefz, Luke16. 9. Vanity 
ings lind vercation of Spirit, as washinted before. Thorns, 
15, Lat. 13.22. That which w not: That which fhould 
i Mefofar from difquiecing our hearts, that they are 
ydieiot worthy that fuch a rioble creature as man fhould 
wit his eyes upon them. Prov. 243. 5. Wilt thon fet 
[ili ine-eyes upon that which ss not? for riches certainly 
, Mili ake thenefelves wings, they flye away as an Eagle towards 
— Bieaven. The Scriptures inform us, chae alf chae dif 
(islet chemfelves abouc riches , difquiet chemfelves in 
juin, Pfal. 39.6, Sarely every man walketh ina Uain 
b | C ews 
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12 God hath good Ends Q. TPT 


them, furely they are difquieted in vain, he heapeth ui \ dus 
riches, and knoweth not who {hall gather thems. TE ciniByien| ae 
be the nature of riches, if shey be like thorns, de} ts 
ceitful things, not worthy the fixing of the eye upoiyy ur gt 
them, ec. Why fhould you be perplexed in yout tori 
minds for the breach which Gd hath made upom ond 
your Eftates. mips ® 
M he 


SIE © Ts 2. 


Hon if ne é 


| 
3. Confider that God hath wife, and gracious, ani 
merciful ends in this difpenfation, and intendeth yo} 
much good by taking away your eftates from youl 
When David was robbed of all that he had, and hit 
City of refuge was burnt with fire by the Amalckites ton 
he found that this as well as his other. afflictionm,)..,, 
wrought for his good, P/al.119.61, 71. The bands ih , 

the wicked have robbed me.— Itt good for me that I wal 
afflicted, that I mighilearn thy Statutes. There is mucill . 
mercy to the people of God in thofe paths that carry 
the greareft appearance of feverity, P/al.25. 10. All 
the paths of the Lord are mercy.and truth to [uch as kee 
his. Covenant and.his Teftimonies. It. isan unquettion®, ,. ; 
able truth that God deligns the doing his people gooum,, 
in every affliction which.he layeth upon them, Romi—,. 
8.28. We know that all things work together. for good unt, 
them’ that love God —And if all work together fol, 
your good, then alfo your late lofles cthougli. 
very great fhall work for. your good.. And is di 
not an unreafonable.thing chat you fhould be difconm,, 
tented when God dealeth mercifully wich you? chaj 
you fhould be difcontented when God is doing you 
good? What though you cannot fee for the prefentl 
bow your. loffes fhould work for your good ? youl,’ 
may fee it hereafter, J0h.13.7. What Ido, thon knomm. 


¥ | Q.1. in diminilhing our Eftater. - Ig 
If uf eff not now, bat thou halt know hereafter. God may have 
tts, dep LeVEral merciful ends, and defign your good feveral 
sreupoq Mayes tn taking away your eftates ; I will hint three 
it oF four gracious ends of God in cutting of his peo- 
ie ple fhort in outward things, in order. to. sheir. {piri- 
| taal good,and leave ieto you, to judge which of thefe 
God defigns iny our loffes. 
|, 1- God fometimes diminifheth his peoples wealth; 
nm he feeth that if he, fhould have continued 


“ them in the enjoyment of their eftares it would have 
deka beenfor their hurt, Eccle(. 5. 13. There is a fore evil 
Ol ehich Iebave Seen ander the Sun 5 namely; riches kept 


00) you! hay ; 
nae. for the owners thereof to their hart. Riches may be 
Ny and h 

} ' 


acum feveral ways. As t. when they make us high- 
itive and rough in. our {peeches. and carriages to- 
1) wwards the poor. This fin isvery incident to rich men, 
Hn PProv. 18.23. The rich anfwereth roughly. % Tims6,27. 
oat] " Charge them that are rich inthis world that they. be not 
tM high-minded, —2.When they draw off.our hearts from 
MGMGod , and caufe us to fet thera upon our riches. then 
) 0 Sthey prove hurcful.. Now the more we have of thé 
cn sk world, the more apt we are to fer our hearts upon 
Veeche world, P/al.62.10.-If riches increafe fet not your 
‘Bt gM beart upon them. 3., When they hinder our truft- 
tt; Mins in God, and living by faith, and we by reafon of 
ru the multitude of our riches truftinthem: Now the 
eter hore riches we have, the more apt we are torrift in 
; Ho hem, Pfal. 52.7. — But trufted in the abundance of his 
Ana fiches. 1 Tim. 6.17. Charge them that are rich in this 
orld that they truft not in uncertain riches , batin the 
yol! “living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoys 
doing 1. When they fil! our minds wich cares, and difturb 
ik pEur peace; and this is ufual with many rich men, to 
000? ave their minds difturbed about their eftates borh 
thon lay cnid nighir, E¢eclef. Gi hizs The abundance of the rich 
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10 God hath good Ends Q.1) ue 
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will not fuffer hint to fleep. 5.When they draw a man tc oT .. 
or drown him in any finful lufts as idlenefs, fenfualitys aug 
pride, fecurity, ec. they become hurcful, 1 Tim. 6. $s) ue 
They that will be rich fallinto a temptation and a {nare, any’ Wiles 
into wsany foilifh and hartful lufts which drown men in deg 
frruttion and perdition. Now if God forefaw that you paige 
eftates would have been hurtful to you any of theiig4/“” 
wayes, or any other way, amd thereupon took he waa 
away, that they mighe not do youhurt, yot have naga"). 
caufe to complain, but rather to bechankful. If yoy!” 
fay, there is no fear that a good man fhould be huni 
by his riches. I anfwer, Agur-was a good man, yeu 
he was afraid le(triches fhould caufe bim to deny tha! 
Lord, Prov. 30. 8, 9. Give me neither poverty nol” 
riches, —left Ite full and deny thee, and fay, who ws thi 
Lord. ~Is it not better chat God fhould deny us thig 
enjoymentof tiches, than leave us in procefs of tim} 
to deny him. ‘ ii 
2. God fometimes diminifheth our eftates , ani)” 
brings us low, becaufe he intendeth to call us to greatly poo 
fufferings, even to forfake all that we have.  Thijs.4 
more a manliath of the world, the harder ic will Bypym( G 
ro pare with all chat he’poffeffeth for Chritt, AZar. rOminy cay 
21,22. —Gothy way, {ell whatfuever thou haft, and gia teiuy 
tothe poor — And he was fad at that faying, and went a} 
way grieved, for he hed great poffeffions. Tie Apottle} 
who were poor, and bad but little to leave at che call A714. 
of Chrift, immediately lefe all and: followed bimy 
Matth. 4.20. Luke 5.28. This forfaking of all fo) 
Chritt is. fo neceflary when we are caHed co ir, cham neni 
without ir we cannot be Chrifts Difciples, Lake Tg Mel yoy 
33. Whefrever he be of yon that forfuketh not al that BEX 004, 
hath, he cannot be my D fciple. Suppofe God forefang 
cliat if he had not brought you into alow conditiony 
you would rather have torfaken Chrit than your EI 
itates | 
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HQ. 22 in Diminifhing our Eftates. 2t- 
Htates; Hath he nor dealt mercifully with you in 
iivraking away your Eftaces, which would have hindred 
jou from becoming Difciples of Chrift 2 
}) 3. Riches oft times prove greac hinderances to our 
indh alvati d God takes them away chat he may mak 
/alvation, and Go y chat he may make 
pur paffage co Heaven more ealie, ALuth.19. 23, 24. 
hefues [aid unto his Difciples, Verily I {ay unto you, that 
gp rich man {ball hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
And again, I {ay unto you, It ts eafier for a Cams2l to. go 
iq rough the eye of a Needle than for arich man to enter 
fsto the Kingdows of God. Suppofe God {aw your 
Biches to. be clogs to you, and that they would 
\denygtave hindered your falvation, Was it not good for 
erty rou that God fhould take themaway? Isit not bet- 
oi er that you fhould lofe your Eftates chan lofe the 
eny us singdom of Heaven ? | 
ft 4-.God diminitheth our Eftatesthat he may en= 
pteafe our Graces, Heb, 42: 10; He chaffneth us for 
We profit, that we might be partakers of his holinefs. Or- 
minarily poor men are richer in grace than sreat men, 
“‘Walam. 2.5. Hath not God chofen the poor of this world, rich 
2 faith ? Grace is better than riches, and have they 
inenany cauferocomplain, whom God makéth poor, 
@hat he may makechem rich in grace and holinefs? 
| 5- God diminifhech our outward worldly comforts 
phat he-may encreafe our inward & {piritual comforts, 
dof: 2.7,14.1 will take away my corn,—and my wine,--and 
4) v00ll,— andmy flax, — Iwill allure her and bring her 
ito the Wilderne(s and {peak comfortably unto her. I 
might mention othersota like nature, but I forbear ; 
impy thefe you may fee that God may intend his people 
i j@meach good, when he deprivech them of their eftates. 
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SECT. 4. 


4. Confidér that though God hath taken me 
fromyou,he might with equity and juftice have taken 
away a great'deal more from you, and therefore youjms wt ™ 
have sic caufe'to repine that God hath taken away fomintit) ' 
thuch, ‘buc ratherto be thankfulichat God “hath cake had fare 

ware away'no more fromyou, ° For iin ne 
i ¥)) ; ox, God. might have taken ‘away your lives 4s welf agi 

A gvyour eftatess When Soding wasburnr, Lot loft hist, te 
Hi: houfe and his goods, as'may be gathered from Gend belts 
aay? 19. le was evening before the Angels came to him} ir be df 

it Verf. ¥. and inthe morning about the time that ehelgu i 

Sun rofe God rainéd fire and brimftone upon the Ceminh m 
| ty, Merf.'23. Some time was fpentin entertaining chemmoiitendn 
Angels, in going to his fonsin law to acquaint ‘theme 
with the purpofe of God ro deftroy Sodom, in fleeingy 2, Godt 
to Zvar, fothat he faved very litcle , if any of brgmten ino 

‘a goous:; \ for, whatcould'a man, ‘that ‘had fuch fhortih The» 
4 waving of Sodoms's déftru€tion,and was forced to flee Mes aem 

i‘ 

j 
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for his life, catryalongs with him? : Befides che lofs of ey 
his'soods and his houfe,he loft his wife,/-26. and hist Gu/ 
fonsin law, and his daughters:that were married tom) sn 
felis them, 7. 14. only Lot and histwo Daughters thac werem 
ie, aimarried got to-Zoar: yethe doth not murmur at his Msvithy 
loffesy bur looketh upon it as a great mercy, that God Bhi hes 
had fared his life, Gen. 19.19. Behold now thy fiee| btino bye 
want hath fund grice in thy fight, and thow haft magni} hia 
fied thy mercy , which thon haft fhewed unto mein that 
thin haft {pared my life. — When the Jews were Cat= Ming + 
ried captive into Babylon , and “Jernfulem was buraty leks 
i with fire, though! they had pte their liberties, and | . Cad, 
ee their dw rellings were confumed, they did not murmur i; i 
is becaufof cheir loffes, but looked uponit as a great sca 
Hw | mercy thae themfelves were not confumed alfo, a hive 
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be might have taken away more. 23 


t0 bit 
ttt mans life among you, but of the Ship, —- Wherefore 
ithe Sirs be of good cheer. He callsupon them twice, not- 
® withftanding their loffes, to be of good cheer, be- 
tthe caufe their liveswere preferved. 
tl 2, God might have taken away your fouls * and caft 
y ot i them into everlafting burnings, for you have finned, 
ch fom and The wages of fin 1 death, Rom.6.23. The An- 
ito if gels are more glorious créatures than man, yet afloon 
osm as they had finned, God caftchem into Hell , ‘2 Pet, 
rd bi 2.4. God {pared not the Angels that finned, but caft thens 


downto Hell, and delivered them into chains of darknefs 
f ? } 


wil to be referved unto judgment, Now if God had deale 
tatty thas with you, if inftead of burning your honfes, he 
ha Gi had taken’ away your fouls and caft chem into ever- 
th @@ Tafting burnings, your lofs would have been'incom- 
(wit parably greater than now itis, though you had been 
gin Owners of the whole world ;. For what fhall it profit 
vere ci) @ man to gain the whole world and lofe his own foal ? 
«s bile Mark 8. 36. 

is, «5 God might have taken away his loving kindnefs 
nut from you, ashe did from the fews, Fer. 16.5. L have 
510 taken away my peace from thus people, faith the Lord, even 
ef lila loving kindnefs and mercies, Now that would tiave 
La C 4 : been 
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24 Confiderations to help fuch as have loft their Q.n] 


been a far greater lofs, than che lofsof your eftaces>™ 
yea than the lofs of your lives ; for Gods loving kind=' 
nefs is better than life, P//63.3.Becaufe thy loving kind- 
nests better than life, mey lips {hall praife thee. David) 
{poke this when he was in the Wildernefs of Judah, | 

as appears from the title of the Pfalm, and in this 
Wildernefshe was defticute of all wordly comforts, | 

as appears by calling this place, a drie and thirfty land | 

where no water ts; yet enjoying Gods lovein this de- § 
folate Wildernefs, he doth not murmur for want of | 

what he enjoyed, whileft he lived at home. with his | 

father, or in Saal’s Court, but praifeth God for the | 

f{weetnefs and fatisfaQtion which he enjoyed in the 

fenfeof Godslove, And as Dawid did, fo may we 

blefs God if he hath not taken away his loving kind- | 
nefs from us, whatever ic be which God hath taken: 
from us, becanfe his love is better than all other 
things. are AR | 
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§. Confider how you have finned againft the Lord, 
and what you have deferved for your fins. The re- 
fleéting upon your fins , will make you patient under 


iy 1 
in) Cry ’ 


1 fv rp} 
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nthe whol 
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this and all other fufferings, Aficah 7.9. I will bear Ws Tern 
the indignation of the Lordy becanfe Ihave finned againfe Wy bx | 
him, — Lam. 3. 39. Wherefore doth a living man com- VBhno,, 
plain, 4 man for the punifiment of bis fins 2 The calling Wy m4 
tO remembrance our fins may caufe usto take patic [Biy,;7, 
“ently and contentedly the greatelt affliGtionson feve= Bi fer 
ral accounts, I will mentiontwo, VY at 

1, How great foever our fufferings are, they. are Mite |, 
far lefs chan our fins have deferved, God never |Bbm,.. 
punifheth any man in this world, either the godly |My, 
or the wicked, according to the defert of their fins, [Hiy)_ 
Pfal, 103.10. He hath not dealt with wa after our finsy | thi, \ 


nor 


% 
| 


"Ql Our: Effates, to bear their loffes contentedly. Ee 
t einep | nor rewarded us according to our iniguities. Fob's fuf- BE 
pking | ferings were very great, he was the preateft manthac ak 
ng kine | lived in the Eaftern part ofthe world, andhad all his H me a a 
' Deidl| eftate taken fromhimin one day, he did not only Beh 1g: 
jih\) lofe his eftate, but his children alfoshis bady was {mir- Paik a 
d Nis} ten with painful and noyfome boyls and fores , his 

‘onions, | foul alfo was full of trouble, as he himfelFexprefleth | 

i By it, Fob 6.4. The Arrows of the Almighty are within me, * pan 
ths del) the poyfon whereof drinketh up my [pirit, the terrors of ait 


te 


‘want ot} God do fet themfelves in aray againft me: yet Fob's | 
with | fins had deferved greater thingstrom God, thanwhar a 
tio: the! God was pleafed to lay upon him, Job 11.6.— Know Pere on We 
din thet) that God exatteth of theelefs than thine iniquity de[erv- ek | 
ayy veh) et. The affli@ions which the fewsendured atthede-- ; AN 
ig kind- trution of Jernfalem, and during the time of their Bas 
iu ken Captivity in Babylon (which lafted 79.years Jwere ex- if . 
ile} Ceding great, fogreat as {carce any people in the ae 
jworld endured the like, as we may fee by thefe two are we | 
| Texts of Scripture, Lam, 1.12.15 it nothing to you, all ye a ie 
that pals by, behold and See if there be any firrow like anto q : 
ie Lord, %8y -{irrow,which 2 done unto meywherewith the Lord hath. ae 
The reeflapflicted mae, in the day of hes frerce anger.Dan.9.12. Ln- 
nundersi der the whole Heaven hath not been done, as hath been done | 
vil we isspon Fernfalem; yet Exra confefleth that all thae 
i gdyiithey had fuffered was far lefs than they deferved, Ne 
many Ezra 9.43. After allthat is come upon us, for our. evil | 
ecilinpideeds and for onr great tre(pafs, feeing that thou our God, my ny 
ke pit aj panifhed us, le{sthan our iniguities deferve, — Our hea 
onleeeidins deferveerernal damnation, Ezek, 18.4. The foul alt any 
that finneth fall die. They deferve to-be punifhed ao i\ § 
fey aif with the lofsof God, and the lofs of the Kingdom of er pis 
yi neetp/Edeaven to all eternity, 1 T heff. 1.9. Who (halt be pH- 
ie goal nilhed with everlafting deftruttion from the prefence of 
We eel | ;? 
weir ity pe Lord, — Match. 7.23. Depart from me ye that work ne 
mn fenegzity. Now what are the loffes and crofles that we hi 
nit meet # 
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26 Our fins deferve worfe things than we fuffer. | Q. te) 


meet withinthis world compared with the eternal ' We 
lofs of God and the Kingdom of Heayen, and with) my oP 
the corments of Hell, that muft be endured to all) ations 
erernity ? : “Pag all 40 

2. What ever we fuffer for our fins, we our felves ml! rs" 
are the caufes of thofe fufferings, and therefore havejy"i"! / 
no reafonto blame the Lord, but our felves for pro=jm * !” 
voking the Lord to lay fuch afflictions upon us, Fer. gym et 
2.17. Haft thon not procured this unto thy felf, in| sition, 
that thon haft forfaken the Lord that led thee by the! ia 0a 
way? Hof. 13.9. O Ifrael thou haft deftroyed thy (et tint 
felf,—Jer. 30.15. Why cryeft thow for thine afflicti-} armor at 
on ?—becaufethy fins were encreafed have I done thefe 
things unto thee. 
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SECT. 6. | 


6. Confider what abundance of mercy you have gict 
enjoyedinformer times, as well as what afflictions gis, /} 
you undergo at prefent;this was one argument where= i » ni 
with Fob quieted himfelf, and wherewith he laboured nu? 
to quiet ‘his wife when fhe advifed him to curfe God} 
and die, Fob2.10. What? {hall we receive good at the gnsimn 
hand of God and not evil? As God in the way ot his Pro= lm, Thx 
vidence ihtermingleth profperity with onr adverlity, qn 
and fets the one againft the other, that no man may jMnil 
find out any caufe of complaining again{t che Lord,| 
Eccle{.7.t4. Inthe day of profperity be joyful but in i 
the day of adver/ity confider, God alfo hath [et the one Win, 3,1 
againf? the other, to the end that man (hould find nothing @ 3 Eve 
after him. So fhould we for the taking away of all oc= Miiliye) ; 
cafions of murmuring under our ‘affliStions, fet Out Mic th, 
mercies againft our croffes; ‘our former and pré= BE nercy 
fenc mercies againft our prefént afflictions, and that Gi inj, 
will convince usthat we have much caufe of thank @l)|},,, 
falnefs, bur Hocaufeto murmur under our greacett Abbey hi 
affli¢tions. For 1, We 7 i 


h 


Qu Qi It. Our fins deferve worfe things than we |: afer. a4 


Eterm) et: We may wonder more that God beltoweth one: 
id with!) mercy upon us, than at his fending of a thoufandafe © 


“to all) MiGtions, for we are altogether unworthy of thé feat 

| of all Gods mercies, Gen, 32. 10. ‘and have deferved 
diteves}) all forts of judgments, Daa. 9. 7. 10 us belongeth con- 
Ore bare f #4/ton of faces, — 


si0rpro| «2. Though we deferve all kinds of mifery, and no 


18; joy) Mercy, yet chey that have met with moft and greateft 


‘Jef, i) atfliGtions, if chey take a view of Gods dealings with 
#b th them from the day that they were born to this pre- 
wi th fent time, fhall find that their mercies have been 
ue ili, Tar more and greater than their affli€tions, Do we 
inet) Meet wich fome crofs or other evéry day? ifwedo, 
yet the mercies of the day are grearer than the 
| crofles, for God fends new mercies every day,Lam, 
| 3-23. They are new every morning. We enjoy fomany 
you hay Mercies every day,that we are faid to be loaded with 
ition them, P/fal. 68. 19. Bleffed be the Lord who dayly load- 
nwhereml eth 3 with his benefits. Have our affiiétions lyen long 
hourly UPON us? Gods mercies have been of a longer date 
ire Gog than our affliGtions, Pfal. 103.17. The mercy of the 
ud t they Lord 25 from everlaffing to everl afting upon them that fear 
hisPuofl 2iz, There are intermiffions in our affliGtions, He 
Mats) Koad not dlwayes chide, Pfal.103. 9. but there is no 
mn tig INtermiflion in Gods mercies, there is not one mo- 
‘elodlg) Menc all our life long but he ‘is conveying fome good 
“ly ti@toings tous, I/a.27.3. [pill water it every moment. 
ithaeeam. 3.22. Hes compaffions fail not. 
i wl 3. Every afflt&ion chat we meet wich: in this life, 


(x ome cup tharever Gods people drink of, hath more 
fom! mercy than it hath of judgment, Pfal. 145.9: 
nt )He tender mercies are over all his works, Pfal. 25. to. 
jutn44!l the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto {uch 
ett keep his Covenant and his Teftimonies. If we con. 
¢ Lider 
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18 We mut be content with fuch things Q: 18 | 


fider the fharpeft affli€tion that,God lays upon his | 
{ervants, in-cheir procuring caufe, which is fin, if | 
with the good. intended by them, if inthe principle | 
from which they flow,. which is Gods love: to their | 
fouls, we fhall be eafily convinced rhat there | 
is more of mery than feverity inthem, and fo con- | 
fequently thatwe have much caufe in every thing, 
even in every ‘affliction co give thanks, but no 
caufe at all comurmur atche hand of the Lord. 


———" 


SECT. 7- 
9. Confider that ic is the will and command of | 


God, that we fheuldbe content with fuch things as_} 
we haves Heb. 13.5. Let your Converfatien be with= | 
cut Covetoufne/s, and be content with fuch things as ye) 
have, for he hath (aid, Iwill never leave thee nor for- 

fake thee. Ic was out little which chofe perfons pof-| 
fefied,. to whomthe Apoftle wrote this Epittle, for 

they had fuffered much for Chrift, cheir goods were: 
fpoiled andtaken from them, as we may fee Heb, 10.) 
34. yethetelleth chem it was the will of God that 

they. fhould.be content with fuch things as they) 
had. If we have nothing more than food and ray-| 
ment, we ought tobeconcent, 1 Tim. 6.8. Having 

food and rayment let ws be therewith content. Icis not 
faid , having dainty meatand rich attire, let us be 

therewith contents but having food and rayment,| 
though never fo plainand mean,we ought to be there= | 
with content.. Though you have loft much, and have 
very little left, yet there are weighty reafons that may | 


perfwade you tobe content with fuch things as you §), 
have... As q 
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‘Q.1. 
world, 1 Tim.6.7. For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it 1s certain we can carry aothing out. Fc > 
21. ‘Naked came I owt of my mothers womb , an naked 
hall I return thither. 

2. Though you have very little, you have as much, 
it may: be, more than Chrift, or che Apoftles: of 
Chrift had when they were in che world. OurLord 
Jefus Chrift lived ina very poor condition when he 
was inthe world, 2 Cor. 8. 9. Ye ksow the grace of our 
Lord fefus Chrift, that though he was rich, yet for your 
fakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
become rich. He was fo poor that hehad not an houfe 
to dwell in, Aat.8. 2©. The Foxes have holes » and 
the Birds of the air have nefts, but the Son of Man hath 
not where to lay his head. His diet was mean, when he 
had nothing but barly bread and two fimall fithes for 


aswe have, though very mean, 29 


_himfelf and his Difciples, and them that cameto hear 


him; he was not difcontented becaufe he had no 
better provifion, but gave God thanks for what he 


had, though ic was but barly bread, foh. 6.9,11. He. 


-was fo poor, thathe received contribution from well 
-difpofed perfons, Luk. 8. 2, 3. when the Tax-gathe- 
/reérs came to him for tribute, he had not wherewith 
all to pay chem without working of a miracle, (Mat. 
17. 24, 27. yet this Ndpaxpue, this Tribure money 
which was demanded of him, was no greacfum, noe 
above fifteen pence of our mony. Now fhall we 
‘murmur, or be difcontented, when we are as well or 


j better provided for, as to worldly things, than Jefus 


‘Chrift our Lord and Mafter was? The Difciple is nos 
‘above his Mafter, nor the Servant above his Lord Sef 
4s enough for the Difciple, that he be as his Mafter, and 
‘the Servant a his Lord. And as you have as much 
as Chrift had, fo you have’as much or more of chis 


t CUM Worlds goods than the Apoftles had, 1 Cor..4. tc. 
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30 Reafons why we fhould be content with a little. Qets) 


Even to this prefent hour, we both hunger and thirf?, and 
arenaked, and are buffeted , and have no.certain dwelling’ 
place, and labour , working with our own hands,  Pasl) 
{peaketh here of himfelf, and the other Apoftles, as| 
you may fee, v. 9. And though they were fo poor,| 
thatthey had fcarce any thing that they could call] 
their own; yet they were as well contented as if 
they had poffeffed all the world. 2 Cor. 6.10. As 
poor, as having nothing, and yet poffefing all things 
Phil. 4. 11,12. I have learned in what{oever ftate I am,| 
therewith tobe content. I know both how tobe abafed, aad I) 
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know how to abosind ; every where, and in all things I am 


inftrutted both to be fall, and tobe hungry, both to aboundy§ angie 


3. Though you have very little left, yet you have 
more than you are worthy of, as hath been hinted al- 


and to [uffer need. | ie 
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ready, from Gen. 32.10. J ams not worthy of theleaft of @ 
all the mercies, and of all the trath that thou haft (hewed ig) 


#into thy fervant- 


4. Though you have but little, you may live as 
Jong, and may live as blefled and comfortable a life,” 
as you might do, if youhadall che world. You may 
live as long, Luke 12.15. +Take heed and beware of co- jy”? 


weton{nefs; for a mans life confifteth not in the abundance 


of thofe things that he doth poffefss You may live as" hoy 
bleffed and comfortable lives, though you be poor, @°"*, 


as they that have great Eftaces, Luke 6- 20. Bleffed| 
be ye poor—The Apottle Paul , who was fo poor, that} 


. . * * e f W',) 
he had nothing , was alwayes in a joyful conditiong Pm 
2 (or.6.10. David had not more fatisfaction when m™ 


he fate uponthe Throne, enjoying all the delights 


that his Kingdom could afford, than he found when inn, 
he wasin the Wildernefs of Judah ; for when he was jj 

in this Wildernefs, he tells uscthat his Soul was fatis= 9M" ie, 
fied as with marrow and fatnefs whilft his thoughts 9 im), 
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Q.t.  Reafons why we fhould be covtent with alittle: 31 


and meditations were taken up about God, Pal. 62. 
5,6. Yetinthis Wildernefs he was defticute of all 


&, Dull) WOrldly comforts. He calls ita dry and thirfty Land, 
ity, gg) Where no water was, ver. x. Many labouring men 


wn 


ll 
ted as if 
6.10, Af 


| 
| 


| that work hard all the day to get their living, enjoy 
|More comfortable dayes and nights than they thae 

have greatriches. Eccle/. 5.12. The Sleep of a labour- 
ing man is weet, whether he eat little or much: but the 


ln | abundance of the rich willnot {uffer him to fleep. 
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5+ Though you have but little, yer ‘it is far better 


it ° 


id, adh with you, than with thofe that want the Grace of 
iy Faq @OU> and enjoy great Eftates, Pfal. 37.16. A Little 
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ed Oxe, and hatred therewith. A righteous man when 
he hath but little, hath chat which fafficeth him, Phil. 
@- 11,12. But a wicked manis diffatisfied and ftrait= 
med in his minde , under. his greateft abundance, 
Ni 20.22. Inthe mid? of his fufficiency he fhall be in 
Weraits. 

6. Though you have but little, God can blefs 
your litele , that ic fhall become a great deal before 
you die, Facob had but little when he went to Laban 
but God fent him away witha great Eftate, Gen, 325 
ro. With my ftaff I palfed over this foraan,and now I ams 
vecometwobands. Ie is the bleffing of the Lord maketh 
rich, Prov. 10.22.» And_ it 1s all one with Godto 
alefs a man char hath little, as him that hath much, 
Bildad celleth Fob after he had fuffered great loffes, 
ghar if be would feek unto God, Though thy beginning 


ay {, i} ae f. [Donut 
fl Mi fines, yet thy latter end fhould greatly cncreafe, 
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32 Why we(hould be content with alittle. Q. tt 


3.8,7. Bucif God fhould continue you in a lows Hs ho 
Eftace , yet He can fo blefs that litele chat he hackles “th 
left you, that you fhall have enough to maintain you! ying 
as long as you live. As it was with che Manna chaeiyti!> 
fellin che Wildernefs, 2 Cor. 8. 15. He that gathered) By well b 
much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had . ings wi 


lack, So it falls out by the providence of God to=meatt! 
wards his people, that though they have but little,@)’ um 
yet they have no lack of what is good for them, P/al, myn 
34,10. They that feck the Lerd (hall not want any good yg a 
thing. Icmay be fome will fay, we have fo lictle, chath 
we Rie much ado to live, though provifion be plen-fye" 
tiful and cheap ; but fippofe times fhould grow hard, on 
fuppofe God fhould fend a Famine, how. fhould weppirted i 


now é¢ nl Ur 
Anfw, If God fenda Famine, he promifeth to take 109.1 
care of all fuch as fear him, and hope in his mercy jf oil 
Pfal. 33.°18, 19. Behold the eye of the Lord is upon push am 
them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy tom@iung. as 
deliver their foul from death, and to keep them alive ings). W 
Famine. Pfal. 37.16. and 19. verfes compared. Iniio}iyi, 
the 16. verfe the Pfalmitt fpeaketh of che happy con-Miitiei di 
dition of the righteous, though they have but licele Siiiaelys | 
and whereas fome might think, buc whac fhall becomegporion 
of us that have but little, if a Famine fhould come shiny jy 
he adds, ver. 19. They {hall not be afhamed inthe evil ll Nation 
time, and in the dayes of Famine they [hall be (atisfied Mw ind y; 
Job 5.20. In famine be {hall redeem thee from death Munihinn 
and ver.22. Atdeffruttion and famine thon (halt Lag hyrni. 
When there wasa faminein J/rael, God did fo blefy@ic re, 
and multiply the widows handful of meal, and heath bi 
little oy! inacrufe, that fhe, and the Propher, andiitino.,1 


SLY | 


aller boufe were nourifhed therewith many dayesiiy (up, 
even till God fent-pleaty in Z/rae/ , 1 Kings 17. irom Malai 
ver, 9. COT. SECT, 


VQ. They that have loft much, 8c. 33 
IN 4 Loy SBC Ti +8; 

the bah 8. Confider that God hath left you more and bet- 
tin youliter things then he hath taken from you; and there- 
‘tn thaelifore how great foever your loffes have been, you 
“{chnd|imay well be content. I will put you in minde of fome 


di 


= 


iikhdy|lthings which God hath left you, which are far better 
‘God (qian chofe things which-he hath taken from you. 
uitlitls|| 2.2. God hath lefe you his Holy Word, inthe read 
en, Pf ings and meditation whereof, you may delight your 
naypditele night and day; P&1.1, 2. Now Gods word is 
ttle, that pore worth than all the Gold and Silver in che world, 
Ube plete Pfal. 119. 22. The law of thy mouthis better unto me 
tow ard) Wan thoxfands of Gold and Silver. And with this David 
houldwe)eomforted himfelf whenhe was robbed and {poiled 
dor lie] SE this goods, by the means of wicked and ungodly 
men, ver. 6r. You may fee alfo Pfal. 19. to. and 
chtonklPfal, 119. 14, 
isnetcyy 82, God hath left you himfelf for your portion,and 
Ps ing lioust aman hath loft all that ‘he had inthe world, 
it meri tong. as he hath God for his portion, ‘he is well 
wie imough. Whenthe Jews who were cartied captive 
uated, Iifimto Babylon, were {poiled of all their goods, and had 
anny comeen their dwellings burnt with fire » they comforted 
bitlitlefemfelves with this, thar they had God ftill for 
il beconpeir portion, Law. 3. 24. The Lord is my portions 
ldcomeasth msy foul , therefore will I hope in him. All things 
|intheolftiall Nations compared with God are lefsthan no- 
hy (aif ting and vanity, I/z. 40. 17. All Nations before him 
fnmlillre as notbing,and they are connted to hime le(s than nothing 
dilatyad vanity. And why then fhould a manchac enjoy- 
ji((obkg th this great God for his portion not rett fatished in 
|, adigx0d, buc difquiet himfelf for that which is lef than 
pphet, rothing and vanity ? 
ie ye) 3+ God hath left you his Spirie which is in you, 
, 17, 1ugad thal abide with you, to teach, fan&tifie, and com- 
ay) | D ) fore, 


34, ee They that have loft much O.rnn Q W 
fort you aslong as you live. fabn 14, 16, 17. I willl 


) Cd 

pray the Father, and he (hall give you another comforters} 
that he may abide with you for every even the Spirit of § 

syutl—he dwelleth with you, and [ballbe in you... When| 
David had offended the Lord inthe matter of Griah,l 
he wat more afraid of having the Spirit of God ta-| 
kenaway, than of lofing his Kingdom.; and there- 
fore he doth not. pray , take not my Kingdom, bueg 
take not thy Holy, Spirit from me, Plal. 51.11. Andi 
though he wastold by Nathan, that the Sword fhouldil 
never departfrom his houfe, and that God would! Heonly 
yaife up evilagainft him from hisown houfe, 2 SA. Mapie (iri 
12,.10,11. Yethe refolvethif God, would bur par=Miy (jy. 
don his fin, and continue his Holy Spiric with bim, 
his tongue fhould fing aloud of his Righteoufnefs, 
Pfal. 51012 A4ers | ich com 
4. God hath left you the true riches which aremy tings. 
far better,thanall the riches Of this world, To, bef, 
rich in. Grace, :is better than to be rich in Moneys ortherejs 
Hontes, or Lands, or any other worldly things Hellion, 
that is rich in worldly Pofleffions, but is notrichto-fhy 
wards God, isa miferable man, Lake.12. 19, 20} 21h, 
bur hethat isrich in Grace, though he:be a-very poorly), ¢ 
man as to worldly things, is.an happy man, for he isihy/,,,, 
an heir. ofthe Kingdom of Heaven , fames 2. 54] by Thon 
There is not anyone Grace of the Holy. Spirit, but) Batic: 
it is much better.than all the Riches. of the world, Di... 
willinftancein:threeor four Graces by whicha many)... 
may give judgemencof the reft. 1..Wifdom and Ua} Wen 
derftanding by which we know.God and the things offic... 
God, is of fucha precious Nature, that there isno=fy,;,. 
thing inthe world worthy to.be compared with, it, ¢. 
Prov. 3. 03,14, 15. Happy is the man that findeth wif iss 
dom, and the man.thut getteth underfranding ; for the} Be 
mer cbandizxe.of itis bester than the: mershandize of Sil-} ih eh. 
{ UE} 4 
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Qh Q.t- have better things left than they have loft. 35 


1”, Py ; ae 

" vil) wer y andthe gain thereof than fine Gold. Sheas more pre 
Ne ‘cious than rubies, andull the things that thou canff defire 
‘Ti f | sare not to be compared untoher. 2. Faith ismore preci- 
dit ous than all'the gold inthe world, t Pet. t. 7.7 hat the 
Ca tryal of your faith being much more precious than Lold that 


perifheth. Faith is not only as precious, but more, 
much more precious than Gold. 3. The fear of the 
» Lord that is precious treafure, La, 23.6. The fear 
i bell of “the Lord is bis treafure. 4. A feats nd a ae {pi- 
1. ait tsa rich ornament far above gold or filver: for 
WOuld) thefe only commend us to men, but a meek and’a 
te an quiet fpirit isan ornament of great price inthe fight 
bit pa of God, 1 Pet. 3.3, 4. 
‘tt bi 5, God hath left you all the promifes, he hath not 
‘oulieh taken.away one promife from you. The covenant 
., | which comprehends under it all the promifes, isin 
mila all things ordered and fure, 2 Sam. 23. 5- When 
ft To bh God makes the greateft alterations in our cond itions, 
Hit) there is no alteration in his covenant. Pfal. 89. 34, 
MN Ht AL) covenant will Inot break, nor alter the thing that is 
NICUON gone ont of my lips. Vfa.§4.10. The mountains fhall 
» ANdepart, and the hills be removed , but my kindene{s {ball 
YPM mob depart frome thee, neither (ball the covenant of my 
, fore peace be removed , {zith the Lord, that hath Mercy on 
ms » SMipbee. Though you fhould have Joft all that you have, 
pity Ol you are as rich in promifés as ever , and the promifes 
woth Mare more worth thanche whole world; and may you 
cham nor then quiet your mindes with what promifes God 
qaulll@ghath left you, feeing' you have promifes nor only for 
ethng @ithe life to come, but alfo for the fupply of all your 
ete satEWants in this prefent life? 1 Tim. 4.8. Phil. 4. 19. 
thi 6. God haeh bleffed you wich all {piritnal 
“enim olefiings in Chrift, where they ‘fhall hot ,. where 
y;frt@rhey cannot be taken from you. You have loft 
only earthly bleffings, you have not loft any one fpir a 
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36 Confiderations to help fuch as have foffered Q. iF ‘ 


tual bleffing. Now this may be a great comfort ta 
you, that’ notwithitanding what you have loft, yer 
youare ftill bleffed wich all {piritual bleffings. Thel 


Apoftle Pasi who had fuffered the lofs of all things) 44; 


ir 


for Chrift, Phil. 3, 8. was not troubled for his lofles,jy 
when he confidered what God had laid up for him inky 


Chrift, but breaks out into bleffing and praife, Epbef) 
1.3. Bleffed be the God and Father of our Lord Fefus 


Chrift who hath bleffed us with all {piritual bleffings inl 


heavenly places in Chrift. 


SECT. 9. 
9. Confider what God hath laid up for you in 
Heaven, and chat will quiet and comfort your hearts, 


though your goods be fpoiled, and your houfesill,,...; 


burnt, and you have loft allche eftate that you have 
in the world, Heb.10.34. Ye took joyfully the {poiling of 
your goods, knowing in your, felves , that ye have ink 
Heaven a better and a more enduring [ubftance. There} 
are fuch excellent things treafured up for you in| 
Heaven, that che tongues of men are notableto ex-| 
pres the goodnefs or the greatnefs of them, P/al.31.] 
19. O how great is thy goodne(s which thou haft laid up for.) 
thems that fear thee? ‘We have feen many delirable] 


n that ino 

AeA 
ny, whic 
Ring troy 


tance, 


1, Coni 


hi tobe di 


and excellentthings with oureyes, and poffibly wel)... ' 


end we can conceive of better things in our minds} 


may haye heard of better things than ever we faw, 4 


than eyer we faw or heard of, but chofe things which § | 
che Lord hath prepared for us in Heaven are far bet- § °,” 


ter and more excellent than ever’ we faw or heard 


ea 
of, or can conceive in our minds, 1 Cor.2.9. Eye) U™ 
hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither pave entered into .. 


the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared I 
for them that love him. Such is the excellency of} 


ido 
Steamp| 


thofe things which God hath laid up in Heaven for 


Ql 
rik us, thatthe thoughts and hope of enjoying the glory 
: : i and joys of heaven, may fill our hearts with joy and 
thi \ comfort under all the loffes and croffes that we meet 
ish with tn the world, Rom. §, 2, 3. We rejoyce in 
for ing (AP of the glory of God, and nst only fo, but we glory 


ferhe tribulations alfo. 1 Pet. 1.3; 4,6. Bleffed be the God 
ay and Father of onr Lord Fefus Chrift, which according 
raed 


l20 his abundant mercy, hath begotten ws unto a lively hope, 


b the Refurrettion of Fefvs Chrift from the dead, to an 
\aheritance incorruptible, and andefiled, and that fadeth 
(mot away, referved in Heaven for you, wherein. ye 
cin igreatly rejoyce, though nop for a feafon (if need be) ye 
thd jare in heavinefs through manifold temptations. Though 
j ba Wa fervant of God hath loft never fuch a fair Inheri< 


vu, peance on Earth, yet he hath more caufe of rejoycing 


oan 3 
Mises i 


t outed 
yOu have 


ike way, which is referved for him in Heaven, than of 
; The being troubled for che lofs of his earthly Inhe- 
He xitance, 

arg | : 

leo ea SECT. 10; 

dnt | 10. Confider what a great evil it is to murmur; 
ea and tobe difcontented at your loffes, and how plea- 


‘i fing and acceptable it is unto the Lord that you 
MM Wfhould be content and patience under this affli@ion, 
(Which it hath feemied good unto the Lord co lay up- 
it On you: The J/raelites went through many diffi- 
isl euleies whilft they wandered up and down by the 
ct fpdce of forty years in the Wildernefs, and becaufe 
ot heat Wthey murmured, multitudes of them were deftroyed; 
1) Hneither the preatnefs, nor the Jong continuance of 
nnd ithe afflition did excufe them from punifhment ; ‘and 


h'Mthis*example of Gods juftice on them is fet down for 


eae lan example tous, that we might for ever be deter- 
eat i ret from murmuring under any of our affli@ions; 
| D 3 E Cops 
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Q. 1. intheir Effcte,té bear their Loffes contentedly: 37 


an that incorruptible Inheritance that fadeth not a- 


| | , 
38  Confiderations to help (uch as have fuffered’ Q.%, qi 


I Cor.10,10. Neither murmur ye as fore of them mura\g” ne 
mured,and were deftroyed of the deftroyer. TO murmur be- |} ae 
caufe God hath taken away our Eftates, is the ready jj] 
way to provoke God totake away our lives,P/al.106. | 
25, 26. They murmared.intheir Tents, —Therefore ‘4 
lifted up his hand againft them, to overthrow them int 
the Wildernefs. There is more evil.in one repining §/" 
difcontented thought, thanthere is in.all your loffes| ding 
though. they be very great ; forthe onehath only gi”. 
the evil ‘of punifhment, the orher hath in it the evil jf" 
of fin. “And there is more of evil in the leaft fines” 
than in the greateft, punifhment., All Gods deal-} 
ings towards his people are managed with infinite g!”"! 
wifdomand infinite love, in order tothe promoring ay) “ 
of their good and his own glory ; and what an hain='s" 
ous fin, and how offenfive to God is it for*’a man ta gy" 
murmur when God is doing of him good, and bring=| fring yh 
ing glory to his Name? feeing alfo that whatever gy ™ 
way God takés to bring about our good, is contrived §# lcm 
with infinite wifdom, and is accompanied with inft- ind intole 
nite love. | , oxy 
And as it is isa great.evil to be difcontented atipii! li, 
any of Gods dealings, fo it is an excellent, heavenly $m is ( 
frame of fpirit, and that which is highly pleafing: cogs adwil 
God, for a man in all things to fubmic -himfelfto 
God,and_ to lie at his foor and to be content with gi, 
his will, and to fay in. his heart, Icisthe Lord, let), 
him do what feemeth him good. That is of greae pitts: 
excellency which is an ornament to a man in chejgiici 
judgment of a wife, holy, judicions man, that may gltion 
be deemed. more excellent, which is accounted an} 
ornament by the Angels of Heaven; but that isi 
moft excellent which isan ornament in. the fight of} 
God, and. of thisnatureis a meek and quiet fpirit, § 11, Co, 
¥ Pet. 3.4. The ornament of a msteh and quiet Spina " 
whic 
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b Q.1. in their Eftate, to bear their Loffes contentedly. 39 


| which tin the fight of God of great price. ’ Whenthe 

Ui bagi Lord hath brought us to lie at his foot, he is> fo 

ready | pleafed with this fubmiflive frame’of fpirit, chat’ he 

# is°wont to beftow very great bleffings on fuch as are 

brought to his foot, and are content that’ he fhould 

tng do. what he pleafeth with them, J/a. 41. 2. ‘Who 

| *aifed up the righteous man from the Eaft, called him to 

| bis foot, gave the Nations before him, and made him 

| Ruler over Kings ? Contentment underthe crofs makes 

i great afliGions to feem but fmallones, and {mall af- 

im HiGtions none atall, The Apoftle wene through véry 

| great fufferings,as we may fee, 1(0r.4:9,10,11,12;13. 

inte «2 Cor. 11. 23,24,25, 26, 27. yee having learnt in 

@ery eftate to be content, Phil. 4: 11: he maketh 

va light matter of all his affli€tions, 2 Core 4.17. Our 

man tq eight uffliction, &cc.. Rom. 8.18. I reckon that the [uf- 

A bring ferings of thes prefent time, are not worthy to be com- 

macy pared with the glory that (hall be revealed in ws. But 

contrive @-difcontented mind thinketh fmall affli&tions great 

vith inf aNd intolerable burdensy The lofs ofa gourd which 

Mprang up inaday, and witheredina day, was buta 

ted ae mall lofs, yet Fonah being under a difconcented 

aie Mind, is fo troubled at thislofs, that he faints under 

it, and wifhech that he mighe die, and is angry with 

God, and juftifiech himfelf in his frowardnefs ,: and 

Maith, I do well tobe angry evento the death, Jonah 4: 

78,9. Difcontent is like a nail in a yoke which 

firets and galls, and painsthe neck far more thantie 

yokeit felf doth: When God layeth the yoke of af- 

fli€tion upon us, difcontent troubles and perplexect 
the foul far more than any afflictioncan do. 
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| SECT. If, 
» ie At. Confider how patiently arid ‘conteritédly. o- 
jimehers of Gods fervants have endured, ‘and gone pe: 
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40 Confiderations tohelp [uch as have fuffered,&c. Q.1 ae Ui 


‘eft 
through far greater loffes and forer troubles than you : de 
have met withal, fob loft avery great Eftate, and} pn | 
feven Sons and three Daughters , even all chat he} piri 
had inone day, yet all thefe loffesdid not provoked et be 
fob to repine, or fpeak one foolifh word againft i" ° 
God, or doany other iniquity, but he bore all with fen 
fuch a quiet fpirir, chat in ftead of fretting and re-4 
pining, he blefleth God, Fob 1.21, 22. The Lord} Ail 
Lave, and the Lord hath taken away, bleffed. be the Name 4 R Prpht 
of the Lord, in allthis fib finned not, nor charged God ou 
fiolifhly :. When David was driven from Ferafalems iii af 
by his fon Abfolom, who confpired againft him, to Mil! 
take away not only his Crown and Kingdom, but his jit La 
life alfo ; .chis was a very great affliction, and it was mn 
the more heavy, becaufe it was bis own fon that came | 
forth of his bowelsthat fought to take away his life, Mil 
2 Sam. 16.11, and this affliction came upon him for @iile vt 
his fin in killing Uriah, which he knew very well, ented 
being foretold of it by Nathan the Prophet, 2 Sam.-| plsotyou 
12.9,10,11. yet he fubmigs himfelf to God under #piiion 
all that wascomeuponhim , and is willing that che Mettiert 
Lord fhould lay whatever elfe he faw meer, though | 
he fhould fay of David, I have no delight in him, | 
2 Sam. 1§. 26. If he thus fay, I have no delight in §\,ly\ 
thee Behold here am, let him do to mé as feemeth Brvite 
good unto him. It wasafad meflage which God fent Pk ine 


" 


co Eli by Samuel, itis ufhered in with this Preface, } tds ther 
t Sam, 3.11. Behold! I doa thing in Lrael, at which Wy 
both the ears of every one that heareth it (Fall tingles | 
yet Eliupon the hearjng of..che whole meflage lyeth Bhi 
down at Gods foot, and fpéaketh not one repining Mi} ; 
word again{it the Lord; Ver/. 18. Samuel told him @ 
every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he [aid it 
is the Lord, let hin do what (cemeth him Zod. The 
fufferings of Jefus Chrift were exceeding Ereats yet 

iOW 


iC, Qi Qt. Taking hold of Gods Covenant, &c. 4k 


than yy how patiently did he bear them, 72/2. 53.7. He was 
ie; aullloppreffed, and he vas afflitted, yet he opened not his month, 
‘that hie is brought asa lamb to the flaughter , and as a [heep 
Dioke before her {hearers isdumb, fo he openeth not his mouth. 
‘wint We are exhorted to take notice of the patience of 
talluiht'Gods fervants in their affi@tions, in order to the 
itd tailhelping usto bear our affliftions wich patience, Pam. 
Thy lnif'§.8, 10, 11. Be ye alfo patient —Take my Brethren 
itNembithe Prophets, who have {poken inthe Name of the Lord, 
ed Gd for an examsple of fuffering afflittion, and of patience. 
‘rviem Behold we count them happy that endure, ye have 
lin, oh eard of the patience of Fob,. and have feen the end 
buch of the Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful, and of ten- 
Wit ipyi@er mercy. 

lat cael. =. Thus much may fuffice by way of confideration, f 
us life fehall now advife you fome things by way of praétice 
\hinforffor the obtaining and promoting a quiet, cheerful 
ary ell, contented frame of {pirit under this affliction, of the 
, 25m qlofs of your Ettates, which may be ufeful under other 
dinderfatfictions which the Lord doth at prefent, or may 


hereafter trie you withal. 


SECT. I, 


ight ii’ ~~ I. Lay hold on Gods Covenant, wherein he hath 
: ombaypromifed to give his people contented and fatisfied 
God fentMinds under all his dealings with them, even when he 
Prefaeprattliéts chem moft forely, and taketh away cheir moft 
¢niendeared, comforts and enjoyments from them. I 
ingle ALT méntion fome.promifes to this purpofe, Pfal. 
ge eth 3.7. 19. They (hall not be albansed in the evil time, and 
rennin 2 the dayes of famine they {hall be: fatisfied +. Famine 
pli hisgas one of che foreit of Gods Judgements , it is worfe 
y (id iehan War, which is alfo.a very heavy judgment. 
j ThgDavid chofe the Pefilence rather than War, as being 
at jmebe lefler evil,buc famine is worfe thanWar,Lam.4.9. 

Lov ; They 
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ly 
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ae, 


ffopporti 
uponany place. When God promifeth to fatisfie out replaces 
| foulsin drought, ic implies, ¥. Thatvhe will give usin uncer 
a fatisfied mindes under the penury and want of all outsile Lord 
e ward comforts; for drought. brings a confamptionpiitel ii 
uponall earthly enjoyments, Hag. ¥. 10, 11. 2. That goniledto 
he will ftay, and fupport, and fatisheour mindes un= Phiri, that 
der our greareft forrows. No afflictions bring greater Birch, 
forrows than Famine which is the companion of mesa 
drought, Jer. 14. 2, 3, 4517, 18. Lam, 2. 14, 12, Marl bet 
18,19. 3. Icimplieth that God will give us fatished Bed, hei 
mindeswhen we walk inthe view of death, when we Gif thispr 
fee our children and relations dying, and our felves Bhey tha 
are ready every hour to faint , and give up the Ghoft Mun bir 9 
for want of bread. The Prophet defcribing the Fa= iw filly 
mine that was in Ferufalen, faith, Lam. 2. T1,. 0.2. ion God, 
The children and the [ucklings fwoonin the fircets of thé Mginion 
City, they fay to their AMithers » where is corn and wine SM firch vs § 
when they [wooned as the wounded in the fereets of the Citys My du. f 
when their foul was poured ont intotheir Mothers bofome Hit the eaf 
The witdernefs which was a land of droughe ts called Me ih. i 


all droughts, or. it por a 
) 
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i" 
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aland.of the fhadow of death , Jers 2, 6. In: times By 
Bie Of drought God rakes away that which is che tay and Ml 10,1 
Hi ftaff of a mans life ; Z/2. 3. 1. The Lord doth take aso} ):. 
| way from: Fernfalem and from Judah, the ftay and the cn | 
A taf, thewhole ay of bread, andthe whole fay of wa= 4 vf 


Ms 
A ter. Drought confumes our corn, and winey andoyl, Wy 


Kp 


to help us to be contented in our affliitions. 43 


it’ las was hinted before from Hag. 1.11. And of chefe 
rime atte faith , Pfal, 104.15. Wine maketh glad 
iiag pene Beart of man , and oyl makes his face to fhine, 
Ae bread ftrengtheneth mans heart. So. that 
‘'iighen the Lord promifeth to fatishe our fouls 
olin. drought, there is implyed in this promife, 
; vigehae when the. joy of our hearts , when our 
7) 'iglory and ftrength is taken away, whemall means 
MOmROf {upporting life fail, when we are inthe moit de- 
tie folate places, or defolate conditions, imaginable, he 
“seu will under all our troubles sive us fatished mindes. 
“alow Phe Lord hath not only promifed to give us contented 
NLM fatisfied mindes under all our troubles , bue he hath 
‘2 Tl promifed to continue us under a contented frame of 
inttsumi fpirit, that whatever changes or alterations we pafs 
igeteit@ through, we fhall abide fatisfied and contented imall 
pation ieftates and conditions. Prov.19,23. The fear of the 
1,19 Lord tendeth to life, and he that hath it {hall abide fatis- 
whiselifed, he hall not be vifited with evil. The latter claufe 
ileon@lof this promifeis not to beunderitood, as though 
urfelieithey that fear God fhould not meet with any afflieti- 
teGholftons, bue when God doth vifit them with afflictions, 
s the Fidfi¢hey fhall have fuch abundant fatisfaétion in God, and 
11,14 from God, thac they dhall not feel anyevil in their 
sf Mafi€tions, Another promife of the like nature made 
wh vin to fuch as fear God, we have P/al.25. 13. His foul 
thei fall dwell at eafe-—dwelling implyeth the continuance 
nshfmmof the eafe and quiet that their fouls fhall enjoy that 
riscalleli fear the Lord, though their outward condition may 
In tint be fullof trouble; yet their fouls fhall dwell at eafe, 
elvan (al.119. 165. Great pease have they which love thy lam, 
bul Mm and nothing (hall offend them. Which promife Junins 
» ot interprets to this effeét. They that love che Law of 
iGod fhall enjoy fuch great peace and tranquility of 
iminde, that nothing that doth befal them fhall cake 


away 
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44 How to repel difcontented thoughts Q.1 ‘ t! 


/ 
away their peace. They may; and do fall into troubles) 1 ws 
and affliftions as well as other men, but their troublesia” a 
fhall not take away their peace from them.To be cone en 
tent in all eftares and conditions is one way whereby! 

we partake of the divine nature,and dorefemble God; 

now it is by and through the promifes that we become” 
partakers of the Divine Nacure,2 Pet.1.4.Whereby arel 
Liven unto us exceeding great and precious promifes,that by 
thefe you might be partakers of the -divine nature—am" ie 
wherefore in order to the obtaining of a contented"! 
{pirit under thisand all other affli€tions, be much ine! 
meditation upon the promifes of God, and apply thera Ps" 
to your own fouls, and plead them daily with Gods 
until you have obtained all chat fulnefs of grace and 
peace which is contained in them: al 


SBC Te 3s ) 
2. Whenyoui feel any difcontented thoughts aris 


fing in your mindes, any fretting or repining againft 

God, labour to fubdueall fuch rifingsof heare , andi 

all difcontented, troubled thoughts. In 
1. By calling to minde fuch Scriptures as thefe; gm 


James 4.7. Submit your felves unto God—Lam. 3.39.45". 


Wherefore dith a living man complain, a man for the geopis 
penilt ment of his fins? James 1.2. Ay brethren, count Kai att 
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations. Heb..13.56 qhaut 
Let your converfation be withous covetouf{nels , and be cons Ml th 
tent with (uch things as ye have ; for he hath faid, I will M3 Cd 
never leave thee, nor forfake thees Plal. 46. 10. Be /til] Madd 
and know that I cm God. John 14. 1. Let not your heart : bathe 
betroubled, Zech. 2. 13. Be filent, Oall flefh before Bt 01 
the Lerd—Rom. 9. 20. Nay , bat O man; who ifdrroms 
art thou that replyef? againft God > frall the thing formed : ni, od 
fay unto him that formed itywhy haft thon formeed mie thus? Wiin(y, 
rSam. 3.18. Jt is the Lord, lethim do what feemeth Wim 


him good, 2. Calf 


Que fe when they arifein our mindes: as 


trouble) a. Call off your eyes and your thoughts from 
‘ttoubkgyour temporal loffes, and look within theveilto 
1b: conpihofe eternal bleffings which are prepared and refer- 
INetebivedin heaven for you. OQvermuch pondering upon our 
Wey tloffes, will ftir up grief and forrow,and caufe dejecti- 
Mbecoaghon.: Lam. 1. 2.She weepeth fire in the night, and her tears 
bj aliare on her cheeks 3 and that which among other things 
itssha canted her forrow,is mentioned, ver. 7. Ferufalemre~ 
himsl mensbred in the dayes of her afflition, and of her mife~ 
Contenteirdes all her pleafant things that (he had in the dayes of 
touch igh @ld—D avid alfofound that the remembrance of his 
olythegfloffes ftirred his forrows. P/al. 42.4. When Iremem- 
vith Gogh ber thefe things, I pour out my foul in me. Butthe diver- 
stacen(hting of our mindes and thoughts from thofe good 
[things which we have loft, and thofe evils whichwe 
fuffer, and looking to thofe great things that are re- 
lerved inheaven for us, is anexcellent means to keep 
uohif gigas. from fainting and finking under our fufferings, 
ne agin] Cor. 4. 8,9, 10, 11, 16,18. We are troubled on every 
at and Sde—we are perplexed—perfecuted—caft down—alwayes 
tearing about the dying of the Lord Fefus—are alwayes 
as thele Vlelivered unto death—y et in all thefe {ufferings headds, 
mn. 94ers 16. We faint not-—He telleth us alfo whence ie 
n fy ppeame to'pafs that he did not faint, ver, 18.° While we 
ch 00K, not.at the things which are {cen , but at the things 
bn vhich are not feen ; fur the things which are {een are tem- 
athinpltAly but the things which are not feen are eternal, 
i Lill 3 Chide and rebuke your fouls for being caft 
0, Beil lown and difquieted about worldly things, and call 
ipon them to hope in God, who isyour portion, and 
sable to revive you under your greateft rroubles 
nd forrows, P/al. 42. \1. Why art thon caft down, O 
‘nyfg@y fon, and why art thon difquieted within me? hope 
jon in God, for I (ball yet praife him, who is the health of 
ercountenanee, and my God. 


ren, conn 
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4. Look 
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46 Trafting in God, helps us Qn 

4. Look unto Jefus Chrift to quiet your fpirirs, H we 
can take down all che rilings of the heart , and bring”... 
every thought into fubjeétion unto his Holy Will se 
2Cor. 10.4; 5 The weapons of our warfare are npoe™ 
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down ( pote 
firong holds, cafting down imaginations, and every high pa 
thing that exalteth it felf againft the knowledge of Gow io 
and bringing into captivity every thought tothe obediendh ‘! we 
of Chriff. Our ftrength to relift and overcome finfulyy’' 


ae 
Mi predaeiH 


motions, doth not lie inour felves , but in Jefugy’!™ 
Chrift. As we are not fufficient of our felvesto chinkg™™ 
one good thought, 2 Cor. 3. 5. So neither can we om!" 
our felves caft-onr one evil thought; | but chtoupha"™ 
Chrift Jefis we fhall be able to do all things. That! 

Apoftle Paul paffed chrough variety of conditions 

he fuffered the lofs of all things, he was frequene [prions tte 
in prifons, in'deaths oft, ec. yet ‘he had learned iryp/¢mnh 


whatfoever eftate he was , therewith to be content gst, # 


and‘ how did he ‘attain to this? fic was by Chrift iiss, 0 
Philigs 13. I can do all things through Chriff whickigitads: 
ft rengtheneth He. ™ 


SHG'Ts 032 | 
3. Truftinthe Lord at all times,and forall thingss 4 Labo 
live by faith upon the promifes, and ftay your felves# 
continually upon God: this will be an excellenti@charieh 
means to keep your fouls in a\quiet’, peaceable, con=Wulerafi 
tented, fatisfied frame, under all the lofles and crofles min, }f', 
that have befallenyou, or may befal you for the timelthe not 
tocome. I/2 26. 3. Thou wilt keep him in perfett peace med ox jn 
whofe minde is fPayed on thee , becaufe he trufteth in thee. Mii mi 
Pfal. 36. 7,8: How excellent is thy loving kindne(s, OW 
God, therefore the children of men pat their truft underm AY 
the (hadow of thy wings, they (thats, they that ernitia) heheh 
thee) hall be abundantly {atisfied with the Fa:nefs f “a q lst 
J0H( Cs % ee 


N 


Qu) Q. I. to be contented in our afflictions. 
' Diving daoas/es and thou (halt make thers drink. of the rivers of thy 
itd bral pleafwres. Though they that truft in God meet with 
‘tly Wijimany bitter and tharp affli@ions'; yet thofe draughts at Al 
which God giveth them of therivers of his pleafures ee 
Nf dy ido fo (weeren all'cheir affliGions, that they remain a- ie 
dey hgjbundancly fatisfied under all Gods dealings with 
is f Gyithem, : See alfo‘to:this purpofes Fer. 17.7, g. Bleffed 
he dedinglites thé miata that trufteth in the Lord and whofe hope the 
1 fill Lord ts, for he (hall be as atree planted by the waters > and 
t in Jelybeaat yale out her roots by the river , and {ball not fee ; 
sto thinners heat cometh ; but her leaf [hall be green , and bak Me 
ean weqiae be careful inthe year of drought , neither’ (hall ceafe ae i i} 
itthtoig Pome. yielding frwit. Here the Lord promifeth thofe ae 
is, Tymat truitin him, fach a flayed fatisfied mind » that Rs 
condition Mey Lhall beno more difturbed or difquieted by their A ae 
frequent €tions than if they met with none at all— And (hap i Hf 
leaned jot (ce when heat cometh—though it fhould be a time of rl 
econtenguroughe, and the drought fhould continue not only Way 
by Chridlayes , Or months ; but years, yet God will keep bP 
bf yhidgheir minds from being perplexed and difquiered with ah 
| Pares;—And hall not be careful in the year of drought. 
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| SEC T..4; Ki 
althingh 4. Labour daily to mortifie all’ inordinate affea? = We 
yourlelveqas ¢O worldly things. Moft of that’ difurbance er 
» icellemenich arifechin our mindes when'we meet wich loffes ° Daas 
ible, cong © Other afflitions , proceedéth from inordinate af. 4s NE 
niccolegeetion. - If neither our defire’, nor fear, nor hope, a ae 
the tingOr love, nor delight, nor any other affeQion were Fee it 
wht edjgirried out immediately after worldly things, croffes | ae 
hinthagad difappoinements would not create any great trou- 
gletous. “The Apoftle Pzxl who was crucified to the 
yiimOtld , was as well content in his wants asin his 
otiqeeatett abundance, and in his abafements a$ when 
yi fimo highly honoured. Gal. 6. 14. compared with 
li Phil. 
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48 Mortification of Sin, and following QrF guilt 


Phil. 4.11, 12. It was Jacobs immoderate love to hishyit! 
Son Fo(eph, that did fo much dejeé& him, and canfel piel 
him tomourn fo exceffively for his fuppofed deach, jie 
that though all his Sons, and all his Daughters rofey pudacet 
up tocomfort him, he refufed to becomforted, Gen. jmptt (0) 
37: 35 34.35- It was Barachs inordinate defire after Mat 1% 
great things, that caufed him to be fo reftlefs in: his igh): 


‘afflictions, and to faint ynder histrials, Fer. 4.5.3, 5«quu/liia 


David went through many troubles , yer kept ‘his Pal 
heart in.a quiet frame ; and one great means whereby 
he quieted himfelf, was by getting and keeping hisisjoyat 
affections weaned from worldly. things, Pfal. 131. 2.im the for 
Surely I have behaved and quieted my [elf asa childe thae@inli, 
is weaned of his, Mother , my foul is even as aweancdimlas | 
child. } ni bshea 
Beek, Prev, 
SECT. 5. Brady th ye 
5. Giveupyour felves to the doing of works offers: |x| 
righteoufnefs, Do all the fervice that you are abletr hw nil 
for God, and for your. generation. Abound alwayes#the Ho) 
inthe work of the Lord, and be ready as far as you the rive, 
have opportunity and ability to do all the good youmththeyr9 
canfor all men; hereby you fhall obtain a quietifieus {rs 
peaceable frame of: fpiric under all your. troubles andibiriony,. 
affiftions, [/a. 32. 07. The work of righteou{ne/s halkiiennsiy 
be peace, and the effect of righteou{ne[s  quictne/s anders 
affurance for ever. The Prophet had threatned greatihiy q,\, 
ttoubles, and of many years continuance, vers 9, BO mn 
rr. andthentells them, how they might retain quis: ¢p; 
etnefs under all their troubles , namely by workingiy), . j 
righteoufnefs, v.17. and then tells them farther offi; 


_ the bleflednefs of fuch> as did fow befides all waters, hihi 


(that is, who took hold .of: all opportunities to bemyi,,,, . 

doing good) they fhould. enjoy peace and quiecnefsp 

when Gods judgements.came down as thick as hail 
round 


Q He AQ. 1. Righteoufnefs,helps us tobe content in afflittions. 49 
Veto! round abont them ,: ver. 18, 19, 20. Working of 


4 


iicugl, grighteoufnefs promotes contentment in all eftates fe- 
tl deat veral wayes. I’ will mention one or two, &- Ags jt’ 
“SS 10) produceth the joy of the Lord in our fouls. God is 
ney, (en) wont to put joy and gladnefs into the hearts of thofe 
cietee| tha work righteoufnefs, P/ul; 45- 7: Thou love ft 
eG in hi righteou{nefs, and hate ft wickedne/s s therefore God , thy 
43 {God hath anointed thee with the oyl of gladne(s above thy 
Ket hil Felons Pal. 97. 11, Light ws fown for the righteous y 


‘ere and gladne(s for the upright in heart. Now when God 

cing hi} puts joy and gladnefs into our hearts, we do not muth 

l.WLMgeel che forrows and troubles that we méet with ‘ia 

itt hithis world, Eccles. §. 20. He fhall not much reasensbep 

‘anamthe dayes of his life, becanfe God anfwereth him in the 
toy of his heart, What Solomon faith of wine and ftrong 
drink, Prov. 30. 6, 7; Give Strong drink. unto hin that 

- |b ready to perith , ‘and wine to thofe that be of ‘hewoy 

Works dl deres's et hins drink and forget his poverty, and remens- 

onacablilier bys msifery no more: Thelike I may fay of thejoyes 

i dnayehE the Holy Ghoft, when God hath madé us 

lr asyomE the rivers of his 

00d youind beavy of heart; 

na quake us forget our p 
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50  Theythat, would bear afflictions contentedly, Qua 
Sects 6. 
6. Takeup your reft and contentment in God, and) 
‘and that will keep you from fretting, and vexing, and] 
being difcontented under your Ioflesy and all, orheriy 
afflictions, Pfal. 37-7. Ref in the Lord—fret not thyk vith 9) | 
| felf-— Thereis no.better way to prevent fretting andi 2 Te 
vexing at crofs.providences, than for. aman) to rake} Now ie 
up hisreft\in God, for he fhallifinde -fach fweet-9 ain” 
nefs in God , that \he dhall not: feel any .-eréatl al fs 
bitternefs in affli€tion. When the Spoufe was a Lillyg' "' 
among Thorns, encompafied with fharp.and piercing) pluet 
troubles, when fhe was feorched wich heat of Perfe-[ 0, 
cution, fhe found fuch fweetnefs. in folacing her Soul phich fhe 
with Chrift, chat the makes‘no complaints of her Sufi tien 
ferings, bue maketh, her boaftiof cwhat the found it) pellet ate 
him, Cunt. 2. 34:2: fate down under his fbadow withgreat i thedran 
delight; and his froit was frect.tomy tafte. She fpokeg tito wh 
this, when Chrift réfembled. her tova Liky -aasongi ten, Th 
Thorns, ver..2-, Now imregard it conduceth much teh 3}: Sa 
the- helping of:us.to! be contented ander all the dim wm 
troubles of ,chis life for amanto.take up his reft, and§ ad brea 
fatisfattion,and-eontentment in God. I fhallenlarge§ 2-7 
alittle upon this Heady: and-thew firft, That there tsi inp firg 
enoughin God to give the foul of aman full facisfattel ava bfy 
- on and.conrentmentin every ftate afd condition.’ 2ifttrthe Lo 
I hall: thew how airisnmay: take up his reit and’con-§ihn,7,; 
rentment inGod.ine. Ye) Bile Lr’ 
1, There is enough in God to-givé the foulof ater God, 
man full and complear: fatisfaction ; how poor, ‘hows pil |), 
affli&ed, how defolate foever his condition be GD ofp 
this world: and this may be ‘demonftrated feveral§te inl, 
wayes. by hyd 
1. God is a fuitable good; he anfwers all Che D byes 
wants, all the-defires , all che workings and breath jj), 
ings, and motions of the fouloof man. All that thal lst 
fou 
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|) Qure tule take up theirref? in Gods St 
| foul wants, isto.befoundin God, Phil. 4.19.  ALy 
| God {ball Seay all your need according to his riches in glo- 
ry. by JefusChrif?. All that the foul defires isin God, 
Ifa. 26. 8,9.:The defire of onr fowl is to thy name 
with my foul have I defied thee in the night. Pfal. 73. 
25. There.-is. none upou earth that I defire befides thees 

| Now where there is a fupply. of all wantsy.and an 
4) -accomplifhment of all the defires of thefoul, there 
os full fatisfaction.. That which the foul travelleth af- 

_ ter, that which it laboureth for 5 that which it mainly 
 purfuech and followeth after ,.is; chat ic may enjoy 
God, Pfal. 63.8. Aly foul followeth hard after thee— 
which fhews , that fatisfaction is to be hadin God « 
for whena man hath obtained that which his foul tra- 

| welleth after, he is fatisfied , J/z. 53.19. He. ball. fee 
Mm of thetravel of his foul and be fatisieds God isthe cen- 
relpok ter co which all.the motions of a fanétified foul do 
yim tend. The enquiries of the foul are after God, Cant. 
| 3-3. Saw ye him whom my foul loveth 2 John 12. 21. 

q Sir we would fee Fefms. The pantings, and thirftings, 

_ and breathings of the foul are after God , Pfal..42. 
2, 2.—CWy foul panteth after thee,O God,wiy foul 2 a- 
 thirf? for God, for the living God-y when (ball I come and 
Appear before God ?. The mournings of the fouls are af- 
terche Lord, Zech. 12010, They (hall monrn for him, 

1 Sam.7. 2.—¢All the houfe of Lfrael lamented after 

she Lordy The feekings and cryes of thefoul areaf- 

ter God, Pfal. 63.1. .O God, thou art my God, early 

g will I feekthee. Plal. 84. 2. My heart and my fitth cri- 

ion el eth ont for the living God. Themain thing thedoul ho- 
peth and waitech tor, is God , Pfal: 71. §. Thou. art 

may hope—Pfal.39.7. Now Lord what wait I for? my 

® ope is in thee.. Plale 130, 5.6. L wait for the Lord, my 
foul doth wait, in hes word do I hope s miy [on] waitesh for 

(ate $8 Lord suré than they that wateb for the morning; 1 
bs E 2 {a 


$2 There is fatisfattion to be bad Q: 1) , Q! 
fay more thanthey that watch for the morning. The ex- § i 
peétations of the foul are from him, -Pfal. 62. 5. Ay | ae 
foul, wait thon only xpon God , for my expectation is from : ie 
him. The boaftings and triumphings of. che foulare contort 
in God, Pfal. 34+ 2. Uy foul. fhall make her boajtin i H 
the Lord. Ufa. 253 9. Lo thes is onr God , we have walt- Halt» 
ed for him, ‘and he will fave va; this isthe Lord, we have tel 
‘waited for him, we willbe glad and rejoyce in his falvaz | fink fa 
tion. The like may be proved of ail: other motions of jt: 
the foul, they tend to'God as ‘their center ; whence | pnt 
ic followeth , that:the fouls: reft is°in. God, forall | 
things are at refit when they cometo their proper 
center. | | 
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2, God is an eternal good. “If a man’ be poffeffed | me 
of never fuch an excellent portion ,° ifethere be fear hl” 
or danget of ‘Jofingwhathe enjoyerh, thisis adiftur- Lar j 
bance to hisminde, and hindereth’ in fome meafure,- pi! smw 
the fulnefs of his contentment’; but as'for God, there 


isno caufe ro: fea# our Jofing of him when once we 
have gotten God for our ‘portion’; for when he ‘be- Be ecill 
-ftows himfelf upon'a‘perfon, he gives himfelf for a mm 
portidncothae -perfon' for. ever, Pfal. 48. re This qnitinG 
God is our God for ever and ever , he willbe our guid even #M), Wier 
unto death. Plal. 732360 CMY flefh and my heart fail- 9M on 
eth ; bat God is the ftrength of my heart and my portion for | 
ever. The foulof man being of an immortal eternal | 
nathre, no lefS good than that which ts eternal can 
give it fatisfaction. 
3; God isan all-fuficient Good. Suchis Gods all+] 
fufficiency to fatisfieall the detires of the fouls chat | 
a man that enjoyeth God-for his portion, need not: He i | 
de(ireany thing either in heaven or earth, to addeto 
his happinefs befides God, Pfal. 73.25. Whom have tt 
Lin heaven but thee 2 and there is none upon earth that I 
defire befides thee, Such is Gods all-fufficiency to faa 
tise 


Qn Qe \ 1 inGod in all Eft ates. 53 
The ey, | tishethe foul, thae if a man may be deprived of all 
‘§ Mj}) “worldly comforts and enjoyments, there is enough in 
 frim\) God to fill his foul wich joy , though all his outward 
‘tare}| ‘comforts be taken from him, he may {till rejoyce in 
rbutint God, Hab. 9075.18. Although the fig-tree fhall not 
nde bloffom, neither {hall fruit be inthe vines: the Labour of 
wth the olive fhall fail, and the fields (hall yield no meat: the 
l luis) flock: {hall be cut off from the fold , and there fhall be no 
otions oft) Berd inthe Ralls; yet I will rejoyce in the Lord, I will 
Whence, Joy im the God of my falvation. Such isthe all-fafficien- 
forall) cy Of God to fatisfie the foul, that the foul may re- 
pope Joyce and delighe ic felf in God » not only when 

\} it wants the good things of this world, bur al- 
pelted] £0 when it is furrounded with many evils, Roms, 5: 
cbeleit || By21. We glory in tribxlations—we joy in God , through 
idifure O47 Lord Fefus Chrift, by whom we have now received 
neale, 9) 220 atonement. Pfal. 44.8. In God we boaft all the day 
adtere £0eg—and this was {poken under a time of great af- 
cngene | Hi¢tion , as‘may be ‘feen from the following verfes, 
nee ft Cfpecially ver, 22.. Por thy fake we are killed all the day 
iffor'al fog, we are connted as fheep for the flaughter. We may 
4 This boaft in God all the day long , though it bein fucha 
jitompay, wherein we go in danger of our life all the day 
vt fae 4Ong, or wherein we meet: with afflictions as hard to 
oiintwp be born, and as bitter as death ic {elf, | 
jeendl- 4- The Lord is able to fatisfie the defire of every 
unl in Pereacuire, Pfal.t45.16.Thow apeneft thy hand, and fatis- 

fiefE the defire of every living thing. There is that in God 
which doth or may faciste all the Saints and Servants 

Of God upon the face of the earth, 2 Cor, 32. 9. Aty 
veodneperaee is fafficient for thee. This was {poken to 
vidietoge 444. When he was in great perplexity, being .bu ffe- 
vy haegeed wth the meflenger of Sacan,which was'as irkfome 
+L [ato bis foul, as any thorn can beto the flefh, and Gods 
yg wegrace that was {uficient for Paul is Cafficient for all 
tae : aM char 
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$4. There is fatisfattion tobe had Cota 


that truftin him, nor only to give them fatisfattion, 
but fichabundant farisfaétion that they need not ask | 
any more, Pfal. 37.8. They foall be abundantly [atis= | 
fied with the fatne[s of thy hiufe-—David was fo over | 
joyed with what he met with in, and from God, that | 
he could not ask morethan God had given him,2 Sam. 
7.20. And what can David [ay moore tnto thee. | 
5. There is that in God which fatisfieth all the | 
Saints and Angels inheaven, Pfal.17.15. As forme y 
I willbehold thy face in righteou{nefs, I [ball be [atisfied | 
when I awake with thy likenefs. The Saints and Angels 
in heaven are of larger capacity than we are, their | 
faculties are more raifed than ours, they can take in 
far more joy than we are capable of whilft we dwell 
here below, yet they are as full of joy as they can | 
hotd; and this their joy arifeth only fromthe fruition} 
of God, Pful. 16. 11. In thy prefence is fulnefs of | 
joy-—for after they come to heaven, they have no 
enjoyment of any worldly things, Eccle/. 9.6: Luke @” 
20.35,36. neither do they finde any ‘tieed of any fs 
thing charis underthe Sun, to augment their happi- fy. 4 
nefs, Rev. 22. 23. MCV y dl 
6. Godis ourdpxns felf-fuffiicieht, and therefore ym 
he mut needs be wavrdpens all-fufficiene for all his’ ring eis 
creatures. Thereis no creature onthe earth, nor no glu 

Saint or Angel in heaven partaketh of fuch bleffed- 

nefs, fuch joy and delight, as the bleffed God ; and} 
whence arifeth that bleffednefs and contentment 
which God enjoyeth? only from himfelf, asmay bef 
proved by feveral arguments ; I will mention rhree. qi true ref 
1.‘ Before ever there were any creatures in being, pia God 
either Men, or Angels, or other creatures, he ah tar 
mite all the 


God bleffed inhimfelf, and livedas happy and bleffed|}) 
a life as he doth now, he hath an innumerable company} ute) 
of Angelstowaituponhim. Hewas God, the fame i 
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in God in all Eftates. , 55 


God that now. he is, before ever the creatures were 
produced into being, P/al, 90.2. He ever was, and 
ever will be infinirely and erernally bleffed ; and 


| therefore beingitafinitely blefled in himfelf, before 


the world was created, the creatures added nothing 
to his bleffednefs.. 2. Icis evident that God is felf- 
fufficient, and that his happinefs and bleflednefs pro- 
ceedeth from himfelf, and thac he needeth nothing 
thatany of his creatures can do, to'addeto his happi- 
nefs, becaufé the creatures have nothing , and cando 
nothing \but what they have from him, and do by 
thofe influences they receive from him. Afts 17. 24; 
25. God that made the world and all things therein, feeing 
ew Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in, Temples 
made with hands, neither is worlhipped with mens hands, 
as though he needed any thing, feeing he giveth to all, life 
and breath, and allthings. 3. If all creatures fhould 
be annihilated and reduced to their firft ‘nothing, 
God would ftill continue. rhe fame that ever he was, 
and be as bleffed ashe is at this day, Pfal. 102. 25, 
26, 27. Now feeing there is enough in God'to fatis~ 
fieevery living thing, to fatishe all his fervants on 
earth, ‘and all his Saints and Angels in Heaven; yéa, 
feeing he is felf-fufficient, and hath in himfelf chat 
whichfufficeth for his own happinefS; is it not un- 
reafonable for.any.man to doubt , whether there be 
that in God which may give him fulland compleat fa- 
tisfaétion in all eftares and conditions whatever ? 

7. Asthere is full fatisfaktiontobe hadin God, 
fo true reit and contentment is tobe had no where 
ibutin God, Take every creatureuponthe face of 
the Eartha-part, or take chemall crogether adorned 
jwith all cheir excellencies, and if you confider them 
jabftracted from God and Chrift, they are all vanity 
sand vexation of fpirir, Lcclef. 1.2. Vanity of vani- 
) E 4 ties, 
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“wge There is [atisfattion tobe had, 8c: 


Qe : 
ties, faith the Preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vang t wie 
ty. Ecclef. 2.17, All is vanity and vesation of fpirizay ot" 


fe% ; > “ , a | tif n 
This judgment and determination concerning tie pina 
inall creatures, was given by Solomon, one of theppisi™ 


wifeft of men that ever lived ; it was given by Solo~§ 
mon that had as much ashis heart could with, of “4 Hin ts 
things of this world, and made it his work & bufinef& , 


2.3.and inthis his fcrutiny,he rells us, 7.10, Whatfo-' at out 
ever mine eyes defired, I kept not fromthem, Iwithheldt del his 


not my heart from any joy — Yet after allhis diligence pitt ti 
and all his experiments co try what was in the. crea- prcietio 


it was with Noah's Dove when gone out of the 
Ark, Gen. 8.9. The Dove found no reft for the fole of: 
her foot, and (he returned unto him, into the Ark. So it 
will be with us, though we feek for reft every where, 
we fhall find it no where but by returningto God in 
Chrift. It is faid of the Jews, Fer. 50.6. They have 
Kone from (Mountain to Hill, they have forgotten their 
refting place. It wethinktofind reftin any place, or 
any condition, and do not feek itsin God, weda bue 
delude our felves,with vain hopessfor it is to be found 
Only inhim, 4a. 11. 28,29. Come untome, and ye 
fhali finde ref? for your fomls: Seeing then chat fatisfa- 
&ionis to be had in God, and nowhere elfe but in 
God, it is impoffible tac any man fhould have true and 
ating contentment that doth nottake up. his reftin 


God ;_ i mT 
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Qa) Qe. How we many finde fatisfattion 57 
oo God; and therefore whofoever would learn to be 
' hit) content iniall eftaces , muft-learn how to fatisfie him- 
Mtis||-felfiin and with the Lord » and that isthe néxe thing 
fy ‘ F am to enquire into, namely, 
Vila fewihs ch sie \oda' | 
"Nel How we may come to take up our reft and fatistattion in 
‘ules it God;inall Eftates and Conditions, 
tates Hee 2 
Whe, oon. We mutt get acquaintance with God. We mnit 
Wout. lacquaint our felveswith his greatnels his tranfcendene 
willed oodnels, his infinite mercy and loving kindenefs, and 
gence |ithereft of his glorious attributes, Raifed and righe 
‘tee apprehenfions of God Jay a good foundation for our 
Yb 4e taking up ourreltin God, Fob 22. 21, Acquaint thy 
th beea | felf with: bine and be at peace y and thereby good (hall come 
Ws te eet thee. John 14.8. Shewus the Eapher andit [uffi- 
‘Wile: Vigeth #6. We can defire no more in order to our faris- 
icition faction, than to be filled with all the fulnefs of God: 
‘loclis Now the knowledge of Gods loving .kindenefs con- 
it? As fduceth much towards the obtaining of this fulnefs, 
the fEph. 3.19. And to know the love of Chrif? , which paf- 
lief Weth knowledge, that ye mitht be filled with all the fulnefs 
d 


Son if God. 

wiett; | 2. We muft oft-times fet our felves ina folemn 
God it find ferious manner cto*meditate upon che glorious 
nme BMttributes of God ; the more we think and contem- 
enti Mblate upon God, the more fweetnefs and {atisfaction 
lace, or lve fhall finde inhim, Pfal. 63.5,6. Ady foul fhallbe 
tdobut atistied as with marrow and fatnefs—when I remember 
cloud fee pom my bed, and meditate on thee in the night 
,anmatches. Plal. 17.15. I willbehold thy face—TI (hall be 
uit atisfied—Pfal. 104. 34. Ay meditation of hin {ball be 
ebutinveet——Our contemplating on God will change us in- 
eal MY che image of God, and make us like God COPS 
sling £8. Fe allwith open face, beholding as ina glafs, the 
Goi glory 
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58 How to take ap our ref Qi 
glory.of the Lord are changed into the fanse image from ltt? 


gloryto glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. Nox ah? 
the more of Gods image is found uponus , the morpylit (0. 
like we are to God, the more fatisfa&tion we thal in| 
finde in him, Pfal. 17.15. I fhall be fatisfied with chins bi 
hikenefs> - Bue here it. will. not be amifs to: mentioigdaait 
two or three cautions to be obferved when we fet out hink!'! 
felves to contemplate on God, as 1. We mutt noms 1/0 
be curious to pry into Gods Effence, but mutt coniiijuis ta 
rent our felves to contemplate on his Attribucesipiy teh 
When Adofes defired to feethe Glory of God . hijuthif; 
tells him, Exod. 33.20. Thow canft not fee my face—Byt Cori 
which many expound, thou canft not fee or know mymyorof ( 
Effence;. andinway.of anfwerto AZofes his requett jh rm 
he proclaims hisname,.and. thereby difcovers his AtMyjenaf 
tributes, Exod. 33. 19. Exod. 34. 5,6, 7. whichByeledip 
teacheth us, ehac if we defire a lightof God, thelfsins ie, 
beft courfe that we can take to behold him, is. to takeMish |e 
a view of his glorious Attributes , whereby he hathihyoile4 
difcovered and made known his nametous. 2. We EMetcies 
muft regulateall our conceptions.of the Attributes olf) Tf)» 
God by che Scriptures. .. This caution is neceflary, bout to 
becanfe Satan can transform himfelf into an Angel ollfil, wi, 
Light, and prefent falfe Idea’s or Reprefentations Offre. 
God to our mindes, inftead of true ones; he dealtits;,.. 
thus with our Parents in innocency , he mif-repre-fiy,,.,, 
fented God tothem, as though he jad envied cheixhy, \,.. 
bappinefs, and were not a God of his Word, Gen. 3.8 rin Dh 
1,4, 5. and he willmuch ilefs fear to try us with the Mh even, 
likecemptationin our falleneitate. Icisneceflary aly, yy), 
fo, becaufe of the vanity and corruption of ough). 
mindes, which are apt to form ftrange,idolatrous nds...” 
tions concerning God: divers inftances might be giey. ' 
ven of this, Some have thought God to be alrogetheri,,. 
fuchanone as themfelves are, P/u/. 50. 21, Othersh,,. 
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Vig. r. and fatisfattion in Godin all Eftates:  §9 
nt eaave fancied God to be -like the Birds-or Beafts, 
te Wom. I, 22,23. Bue when we conceive of Godac. 
ve nording ‘to that revelation which he hath made of 
i jnimatelt in his ‘word, then we may be fure we con- 
2 "yseive of him aright. 3. We muft contemplate on 
aod according to that difcovery which he hath made 
HOW himfelf in Chrift Jefus , of which the Apoftle 
 thltnoteaks, 2 (or.4.6.'God who commanded the light to 
Ou cond grge ontof darkne/s; ‘hath fhined in our heartsto. give the 
tre ight of the knowledge of the glory of God, inthe face of 
God bee foes Chrifts for we cannot finde fweetnefs in God 
m) {emit of Chrift ; ic will fare with us when we ‘confider 
Atowmy Sod out‘of Chrift, ‘as it did withthe Pfalmitt, Pfal. 
stequel77. 3. Lremembred God and was troubled: Aman that 
isl Adiath been‘a finner:can take no comfort in'God with- 
7 wbiltyage refle&ing upon Chrift, for he is in himfelf acon- 
vii; tiftiming fire. But when we look upon God, in and 
i t0tal hrough Jefus Chrift , then we may fee him tobe a 
ye hat reconciled Father, 2Cor. 5. t9-:and tobe the Father 
ye Wi of Mercies, and‘the God of all comfort, 2:Cor. 1. 3. 
utes OR 
eceflaryae 
Angel 
aOns Ol 
\ hedeal 
user 
ned the 
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abourto get and 'to ‘keep Gods Prefence with our 
souls, When we enjoy Gods gracious and bfeffed 
orefence, we finde that in God that giveth usreftand 
atisfaction under our greateft troubles, Exod. 33.14. 
My prefence fhallgowith thee, and I will give thee reft. 
Mofes had been brought up by the fpace of forty 
rears in Pharaohs Court, where he hadifared delici- 
sunt ufly every day, and he wasnowina dry, barren, fo- 
cle iitary Wildernefs, which afforded nothing that was 
it ON Ood, but wasattended with many evils, as Serpents 
would Scorpions, ee. What manner of place this Wil- 
oitbef@rernefs was, we may fee, Fer. 2. 6. Deut. 8.15. Here 
tog was to continue and wander upand down by. the 
1, ONM9ace of forty years, and chat inthe midit of a pik 

ue verle 


3. If we would take up our'reft.in God., we muft’ 
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verfe and froward people, that inall their flraies diiyis.4 


ta 


murmur againft him for bringing. of them out of clit 4 


jf 


Land of Egypt, his troubles fometimes were fo readily, w: 
thac we finde him praying to God co kill him ont ' f ty] 
hand, andto makea fudden-difpacch of him that [fist 
might not fee his wretchednefs , Numb. 11.15. Y Ppof atti 
though the troubleshe met with in the Wildern SB hint 
were exceeding great, and many , and of Jong contimy, im! 
nuance, viz. forty years his foukhad  reft in God ERR mp 
vertue of the Divine Prefence that went along witty), | 
him, Wemay feealfothe virrueand power that is IM) ili 
Gods Prefence to quiet and fatisfiethe Soul in chibiwictrs 
times of greateft trouble, in fer. 46. 27,28. Fac teen 
[halk return and be in ref, and at cafe, and none (hAMiie rey 
make him afraid : fear thon not, O facob, my fervaathyed yi 
faith the Lord, for I am with thee—In the former pally)ie;) 
of the Chapter the Lord had threatned very fore cabin, 
lamities, that they fhould be compaffed about wits... 
fear on every fide, ver. 5. that the Sword fhould defy... 
vour round, abont, and be fatiate, and made drung, ,,. 
with blood, ver. 10, 14, &c. and though thefe call, ,., 
mities fhould fall moft upon other Nations, Facob willo.)*; 
not to go,wholly unpunifhed , but wasto havea fhar,,... 
therein; yet facob having a promife .of Gods’ pré bse tal 
fence, fhould thereby have reft and eafe in.all hi er 
troubles. | 
4. We muft maintain and keep our communio} 

with God. The oftner we draw near unto God, thi...” 
oftner we fhall finde him drawing near to our fouls). -“ 
according towhat we finde, fames 4.8. Draw nigl Fi 
to'Gody and God will draw nigh to-you—and the oftne ‘thas 
God draws nighto our fouls, the more delight ang 

contentment we fhall finde im him. The Pfalmif},. 
fpeaking of fuch as approach unto God, faith, chey, 
fhall be fatisfied with the goodnefs of Gods Houlep, 
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and fatisfatiton in God in all Ebates: 6x 


oof Pf le OS» 4. Bleffed is the'man whom thon choofef?, and 
tr WN ame? to approach wnto thee’, that he may dwell in thy 
\ atl oats, we (ball be [atisfied with the LZoodne/'s of thy ‘boufe, 
ai ven of ‘thy Holy Temple. There is much in converfing 
a ll vieh good men, for the filling and fatisfying the {pi- 
a At of one that is truly gracious , he hath his greatelt 
‘Stglelighe inthe company of the Saints ‘and’ Servants of 
SCOR Od 5 Rom. 15. 24:— If jrff Tbe Somewhat filled with 
in God dur company. Pfal. 16. 25 Z—ALy Poodne/s extendeth 
ng untothee, butte the: Saints that are in the earth, and 
tat Mythe excellent in whone is ‘all my delight. If there be 
oli Wich delight and-fatisfaétion in converfing with good 
li i ten, there muft needs be mnéh more in cotiverfin 
I MOA 4 


ith the great God. One main caufe of the-diftur- 
”) Serv ance of our mindés when we meet with crofles:, is 
“inet Piflamoderate thirfting after the things of ‘this world: 
itegd>mmunion with God will take off this kinde of 
abou irk fromthe fouls, Fohn 4. 14, Whofvever drinketh 
Hlth the water tht I [hall give him, (hall never thir ff, bus 
aden ie water that'l hall give him, {hall be in bins aswell of 
nee ci uber Springing ap into everlafting life. The oftner we 
jut sto God, the more we fhall ask and crave of him ; 
vee fh dithe more we ask of God) the more and better 
vis Mpings we fhall receive from him in order to the fatie- 
e inallt ing of our fouls, Pfal105. 40. The people asked— 
Bike fasisfied thems with the bread of heaven. Were 
‘OMAN our detires after God greater , we fhould finde 
i604, ore abundant fatisfaetion in him; for, He {atisheth 
oe fa vdefire of every living thing, Pfal. 145.16. 
Dmifiis. If wewould take up our reft and fatisfaétion in 
the OMS, we mult fer our love upon him. As itis between 
dich @@nan and his Wife,-if a man havean entire love co 
ie PUM Wife, he. will’ be fo fatished: in her , that he will 
ui Mire no hankerings after any other women: fo much 
“a mplyed, Prov. 5. 18,19. Rejoyce with the wife ae 
| , thy 
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thy youth, let her be asthe loving hinde, and pleafanta 

det her breafts fatisfie thee ab. all times, and be then ravi 
alwayes with ber love. Sait isberweenaman and Gdiii 5} 
whena man hath an entire Love to God y:he will beg! Wd 
abundantly fatisfied in God, chat he will haye 6) 
preat delire after any other ching befides God: ¢o f 
paré Pfal, 18. 8. with Pfal, 73. 25+ Z will love sheeppulctis 
Lord my frength., Whom have lin heaven but thee , agp) |) 
there is none upodarth that I defire befides thee @ WWigigiapl 
God hath fet his love upon his people, he reftech jm Cr 
tisfied inthem, P/al.87: 2. The Lord loveth the ga bring or 
of Zion—-The Lord hathichofen Zion—T his is my reft oe Gods dn 
evere-Pfal 132623) Udi: Leph. 3,:17- He will repo hch 
over thee with joy, he willreftinhw lowe; he will joy om; Tok i 
thee with finging, So alfo it will be wichus, when igpimy be 


4 


have fet our love upon God, we fhall then take up algediolen 
reft in God. te dvelln 
6. Wemutt labourto.get good evidences of Gopi fry,’ 


loveto our fouls, and.gecour inrereft in God maith in God 
clear. Clear and well-grounded apprehentions of offi del! 
intereft in. God, and of Gods love to.ourfouls , Wisin, 
tend much to the ‘bringing of our fouls totake ph 
their reft and fatisfaQion in God, Dest. 33.23. % 
Naphthali f{atisfied with favour—Plal. 90.13. Off 
tisfie us.carlywith thy mercy, that we may be glad and Hipy 
joyce all.our dayes. John 14,8, Shew ws the Father amis, 
it [ufficethms.. Whenwe know the Father, and kndii},,¢, 
him tobe our God and Father in Chrift, we halls 
enough, we bave that which fufficeth us. ” 

7. If we would take up our reft in God, and abigiic, 
fatisfied in him, when ever any thing difquiets Olfm,,.,,, 
mindes, and we have any. load and burden upon oily Teli 
Spirits, we mutt repair to Jefis Chrift , and calt omni. 
felves and:our burdens upon the Lord Jefus, infod@)y,,,..- 
ing we fhall finde grace and vertue coming ont oo” bbe | 


Pia 
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Qi Q.%. When we may be {aid to dwellin God. 63 
Man) Lord Jefus to preferve-and faftain our fouls in a 
“wraliqaiet, peaceable, fatisfied frame, in all our troubles, 
be 0 ae 5§- 23. Caf thy barden upon the Lord, and he 
Cll bgl 
i Weidabour and are heavy laden, and I will Live you reff, 
“i ae 8: We ninft take: up our dwelling in God. “He 
hoe ahi ft needs dwell at eafe who dwells in God, (imi. 
Mike, dias 300d fate down ander his: (badow with Lreat delight. 
it} Wetting implietlcontinuances. When we done: only 
teleh Peome to Chrifts fhadow,, but fit down underit, thae 
tile mill bring great delight to our’ fouls, -Whatis {aid 
rf OE Gods ‘dwelling in Zion ; Pfal, 132.°13,:14, The 
vill mpCord hath chofen Zion, he hath defived it for his habita- 
wil innpidon; This: is my ref for every here will] dwell, « The 
,ohaplike may be faid of the people of God , whea-chey 
iktupqave chofen God for their habitation» and taken up 
heir dwelling in God, he will be their reft for ever,’ 
OGRE any fay, when may we befaid to take up our. dwel- 
bumping inGod? Tanfwer, 1. Whenwe live, and walk, 
lowotifind dwell in-love, thex we dwell in God,1 John 4:16, 
iiuls ited is love, and he thatidwelleth in love dwelt) in God, 
otukttind be in hing. 2. When 'we believe in Jefus Chritt, 
33 2pind confefs Chrift beforemen, then God dwelfeth in 
13, OMS; and we inhim, Eph. 3017. That Chrift may dvell 
(dale your hearts by faith. t John 4. 15. Whofoever hall 
Father pnte/sthat Fefus isthe Son of God , God-dwelleth in hing, 
, niki heimGod, Underftaad this of fuch 3 confeffion of 
ty nelmm Drift: as isaccompanied witha hearty belief in him, 
om. 10,9, 10: And of ‘fuchasare not afraid to cons 
juntteels Chrift inthe face of dangers: for ie did expofe 
(quesgiman to great dangers, and fufferings, to confefs the 
op nord Jefus co be the Chrift > in the firft breaking 
nl climrth of the Gofpel, as we may fee, Fohs9.22. 3. 
i, lle take'up our dwelling inGod, when wemaintaitt 
sill Obediential frame of heart, and have refpect i his 
” Om- 


(ball Juftain thee. Mat. 11; 28.. Come uuto me al] ye thas 
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Commandments, 1 fohn 3.24: He that herpes ia 
Commandments , dwelleth in him, and. hesinbim. Thy i | 


Commahdaients which the: Apoftle doth chiefly. hing" 

* ° ¥ tilt nt 
st inthis place, are faith and love, .as appears frorl sit ¢ 
Ver. 23. . “ood pill 
- 9. When we feel our fouls: wandering from th pons 
Lord, and feeking their reft in other things befide pt 
God, we fhould fay toichemas the Prophetfaid ro chy’: ™ 
Jews, CUVicha 2. 10. Arife ye and departs for, this pers 
not your reff. And wehould call upon then to retary Mi ty 
unto Gody’ /and-feek their reft in him only, Pfal.116.799") 
Return.anto thy:reft, O my finl—Plal. 37.'7- Reft I py vai 
the Lord aud.wait patiently for him. < \.\s 

To, We mutt laboursafter’\ Gods Imageand ike j 
nefs, to be holy as Gods holy 5 and merciful as Goi 9") 
is merciful, -and pure as God is pure; forthe mori) "0! 
like weare to God, the more fatisfation we thal te 
finde in God, Pfal. 17. 152 fhall be fatisfied when MBs 
awake with thy likenefsi0/ 0 ¢ | t Lord, 
~ a1. Lecnsutge God with his promifes; where hqgty 1c 
hath promifed.to.caufe us'to:take upiour: fatisfactiong* il, 
in himfelf, Ter. 31. T4. ‘~My people foall be fatishe | Be can 
with my goodne{s, [aith the Lord ; which promife imply: apiat 
eth, thac whenwe have the good things of this worlqg wn m 
we fhall nottake up our refbin. them ; and-when wey Alek 
want chem, we’ fhall not be difquiered for the waniy ont, . 
of them, bue our fouls fhall reft fatised wich chemin, 
soodnefs of the Lord, whether we want or enjoy the }i/u. 
good things of this world, I/a. 65. 16: “He who bef ron 
(eth himfelf inthe earth, {hall blefs hinsfelf in the God of diol 
truth ; which implyeth, that God will give his peo jin: 


ple fuch a fpiric, that they fhall not count themfelves@s!:;y) 
happy and bleffed , becaufe of their profperity , or} 
any outward enjoyments, but in their enjoying che nd they 
true God for their portion ; and if they fhall accountiitic (y, 
chem) 


Fig. sare 
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L 
Qup RQ. i; Prayer an help t0 contentmsenf, 6% 
vib iirhemfelves bleffed:in the enjoyment.of God,:then 


m Tthey may, blefs. themfelves in alleftates and.conditi- 
tly hidions, for God is their portion, for ever; Pfal. 73.26, 
Nishroqbimight quote. more promifes to this purpofe, char 
sod will caufe his people to take up their fatisfacti- 
chon gpm. notin any creature comforts or enjoyments, bur Beni di 
is beidel  himfelf, as P/al..36.8. They. {ball be qbundantly fu- oe) Ge 
lidtotaafied , with what ? with corn, and wine, and oyl2 ih 
fr that riches, and preferments >: fio, but with the fat- | 
Vorennysels of thy howfe ; thou (halt. make them drink of the Me oe 
ldstoqiravers of thy pleafures. Ifa. 58.14. Thou (halt delight ie 
V eRwapfelf in the Lord—But thefe may fuffice. | 


| DEC. Te, Fe | ‘ 
ules Gy. 7- Give your felves unto Prayer. When ever you i 
tthe moeel any troubles or burdens upon your mindes, re- ayn 
ne fhdpair to the Throne of Grace , and lay open your UL 
tel vhey pearts, and all your maladies and grievances before ch i 
lhe Lord, and crave his affiftance; that will bring Dia 
wlerelpeeedy relief to your fouls; and keepthem ina quiet, aot 
tsuctog €aCCable, contented frame in all conditions, Phil. 4; bee's 
(tii »7- Be careful for nothing, but in every thing, by prayer, bi 
fei nd {upplication, with thanksgiving 5 let your requeft be 
thiswollgeade Raown xntoGod, And what fhall we get by fo do- 
tuhenmpas © A fettled abiding peace; asthe following words it 1 
rtheyqold forch, dnd the peace of God which paffeth all, un- aa 
t wich ter Fanding [hall keep your hearts and msindes throagh wl hi 
iy brife Fefiss. When we are compafled about with TL 1 
» oh timany forrows, by Prayer we. fhall have all our for~ era id 
th Gl Ows difpelled, and our hearts thall be filled wich aera 
his John 16.24. Ask and ye (hall recelve, that yonr a | ‘ ap 
ent mayle fell. In the 21, werfe, Chritt ich co his We a tae 
“iw Meeiciples, Ye (hall weep and lament, ye hall be forrow- Ue Mae aD 
#—and thentells them, ver. 24, how they thould Bre \ 
atcheir forrows turned, into jay, Ask and ye (hall a 
; i 
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66 Pride<a tafe of Difcoatent: ‘Qua! 
vecelve that your joy wiay be full: MueW of the difqué ta 
etment of our mindesarifeth from troubled choiishemmmet™ 
Dini §..6.. His thoughts troubled ‘bim-=Now comuittagits 
ting of ofr felves and ott affairs to G6d bY Prayer? le athe 
a great’meéans of eftablifhing ottt mindes , and quiet dom! 
ing all troubled thouphts; Prov: ¥623,. Commit ehihy aii 
works anto the Lord; aniithy thoughts {ball béeftablifheddmm ta t 
pattie ne 

Sevens: / ey mere nd 

8. When we findeany diftontent of difquiecnelieing th 
ariling in our mindes; we mutt fearch into the Sroundimalt not b 
and reafons thereof; ‘dnd endeavou¥ the: removal Girt. Te 
thofe things which are the caufesof our difcontentiie Pole 
David wook this courfe to quiet his fpirit when it wale cone 
ina difturbed condition, he efiquireth into che caufiush thei 
and reaton of that dejection which was upon his foulihitelite 
Pfal, 42.11. Why art. thou caft: down, O my foul, ailly |r| 
why art thon difguicted within me? hope thoxin' Godel, hth 
might here initance in feveral things which do catfilltne yer 
murmurings under affliétion, I will mention two Ofal of 
three. imien Godt 
t. Pride of Spirit. Our. contendings with GodBien oy. 
and quarrellingat his Providences, as well as our con 


tention with our fellow creatures come from’ thebidtoyei 
pride of our hearts, Prov, 13..10, Only by pride coma bold nore 
eth contention. If our difcontent, when God takethitny che. 


away any mercy, or layeth any affli@ionupon us, din, ir; 
arife-from the pride of our hearts; ‘the way to FeMh4?,») 

move it, isto look upon our felvesto'be unworthy OMbtin aia 
theleatt of all Geds Mercies, and to judge our felvems Doi 
ro have deferved che greateft and fevereft of all Goda, 
Judgements. We aré not greater than our Farhettivis. 
jacob, yer hefaich of himfelt, Gen. 32. 10. Tam ah 82 crea m 
worthy of the leaf of “all the mercies , and af -all the t7utaline. 


that thox haft {hemed unto thy fervant. We are nOehi\y:,,.. 
better 
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tiie beter than thofe Jews that wete captives in. |Baljlons i 
iy Sth) for chere were many: of Gods" precious Servanté., -as re 

> lait Bxekiels Daniel, Hanninh, Mifhael; and. Azariah (who Bas i 
\%)] chofe rather to’be catt into a fiery. Furnace , thanto Hou 11) 
‘onal down before an Image) Nehemiah; Exra, &c.\yet | 
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ithey acknowledged that. they. shad: deferved ‘all the ‘i ‘i 
Wievils chat they fuffered, and a great deal. more; : i 
and thaticwas meerly from the mercy.of God ,:thae Bee a 
,., (they were not confumed.  Danie¢l acknowledged the it ie 
‘(iti fafterings they met! wich tobe fo great, as that they ete 
‘souidicould not be parallel’d., Dan:9. 12. yet he faith, a ie 
NtGver. 14. The Lord ovr God is righteous. in all his works, | i 
Monti Fhe Prophet: Jeremiah lamenting the great evils that ehh Vt al 
itntW@mere come npon the. Jews, acknowledgeth, that 
hough their forrows were fuch ‘as. {carce any met 
with thelike, Lam.1. 12. Behold and fee if there be 
ny forrow like unto my forrow ; Yechefaith, Lam..3. 
t2. Ltisof the Lords mercies, that we are not confumed, ba ie 
#: we were fully convinced that we are lefs than the 
Beatt of all Gods Mercies ; we fhould not repine 
when God takethiaway our Eftates, our Health, our | 
@'riends, or any other mercies fromus. “And if we | 
were fully convinced that we have deferved to | 
gc deftroyed, and caft into everlafting burnings; we 
hould not repine when God fends poverty; ficknefs, Peay’: 
rt any other evils upon us. FRE 
2. Mif-judging of the. nature. and quality of ete 
mrods Providences, and of the ends and defigns of adie 
nod in affiting; canfech fome to murmur and rep ne Hee) 
sthofeProvidences; for which if they undertiood i 
giem aright, they would blefsand praife God: Gods ea 
tinging J/rael out of Ezypt by the hand of cAfofes, monty 
igias.a sreac mercy; his leading them through the Wil- oy 
etnefs, was to bring them into the Land of Canaan, 
ind the firaits chey met within the Wildernef, were 
it Fe2 to 
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68 Mif-judging Gods Providences a caufe, Kc. QU he 
to humble théni,° and prove them, and do them goo im, Es 
in their’ latter end; Deat. 8. 15, 16. Yet becaufi pt 
they fudged amifs' of this Providence’ of God, ant pig 
thought they were brought inco the Wildernefs to been 
flain "when they’were in {traits they murmured oil 
againit the Lord, Numb. 14.2; 3. Exod. 16.2; 3. I pouty 
olir difcontent {pring fromthis'root , the way tore?” 
move it, is, ¥. To judge nothing before: the timeg™™” 
but to waie with patience till we’ have feen the end ay’) 
well as the béginning of our’ affliftions, Gods dif ee 
penfations towards Fob were very terrible at the firf pry" 
coming of his troubles, bucthe end of them was ver) pout at 
comfortable and fullof mercy,’ Fam. 5.11. Ye had’ ies 
heard of the patience of Job, and have feen the end of th} ure out 
Lird, that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercyge rut 
2. Wemuttjudse of our affliétions by Paith, an {migatin 
not by fenfe; we mult judge of chem according tpn 
that fentence which is givenof them in the Word. opt tient 
God; and not according to the opinion of the worldgilitbn 
or of our owncorript mindes. Senfe faithit isa mifp lea 
ferable ching to be inaffli€tion , but the word faith that ai 
Fob 5,17. Bebold, happy isthe man whom God corretierh pinche 
Jamesi. 12. Bleffed is the man that endureth temptation ie ro 
for when he is tried he (hall receive the Crown of life which 

the Lord hath promifed to them that love him. Sentey 
looketh upon afflictions as hurtful things, but faiehpe ios th 
judging according to the word, faith, Pfal. 119. 71% | 
Lt is good for me that I have been affliited , that I migh 

learn thy Statutes. “3. We mutt look atthe wholeg 
fome fruit of affitions as well astheir prefent fmarty jt, 
Heb.12.11. Nochaftening for the prefent feemeth tod Winds 
joyorts, Lat grievous; neverthele/s afterward it yieldet™ barely 
the peaceable fruit of righteou{ne[s unto then that are exwwlth yy 
ercifed thereby. Asthe cloud that parted the Ifraelite} bith pati 
from the Egyptians, had a dark fide, anda ri dh, 1, 

: 1a€ 


HQ 2.1 Unbelief acanfeof Difcontent. 69 
tenga lide, Exod. 14.20, fo have our afflictions: now: if 
* Decaifiive would not fink under our tryals;: we mutt look at 
s amhe briche fide as well: as the darkifide of them, ac 
xstobgine fpiritual and) erernal advantages that we reap by 
Muttuirel ur troubles, as well'as the {mart and i inconveniences 
63,3, bat our outward man fuftainech by.chem. 
nay be | 3; Unbelief :and-diltruft of God: ts ‘another cuit 
the tinge saurmuring when we are brought into ftraits, Pf. 
the ends 06. 245.250 They-helieved ‘not his word, Lut murmured 
Gods dis their tents. If our difcontent arife trom) unbelief, 
t the phe way,to:remove it, 1s todo what..we can to frets 
Vwisvep nen Our, Faith inthe “Attributes: ‘Providence , and 
1, YehaPromifes of, God's for if we can but-ay out mindes, 
ven pnd retour fouils _ God jhe will keep them 4 in 
ode verfeat peace, Ifa: 26. 
vith, a’ Temighe inftance in rt stounds and faites of dif- 
coring hontent, but becaufe they will fall more properly nh- 
ood @ler the'nexe head, I. fhallnow:proceéed tothe third 
thenorlgtad laft. branch of \tay.anfwer to this Loerany which 
hikg ms Lhe an{wering of thofe Reafonings and Objecti- 
wf Gitgpns that arife in che mindes of thofe thachave fitfered 
onfigoisincheir Eftatés: by the late. Fire, which hinder 
vontaigeer from fiteingid dowm-contented under this hand of 
£|feyhig 70d » 


be, Seni 
but Gi 2cveczions that hinder the contentment ‘of thofe that have 
1110. fofered lofsintheir Ef-ates, removed, 
hat ] mi | 
fo yl SiB'C. Tint. 


fot (na Objed. 1. -cMylofsis exceeding great. , I have loft 
+ hy nonfands of pounds, if I had loft beta [salt matter I 
ka b sould bave born it, bat in regard my lofs is fo great, it 
meroubleth my winds exceedingly, and 1 know not how to bear 
Bit with patience: 

Anfm. I. Your lofs is not greater than Jobs, who 
3 | was 
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qe “Phe greatne/bof var Loffes. Qs iA 0 
wasthe richefiman intheEafterh pare ‘of che world et 
anddoftallhis Subftance and his'Childrentoo inant Ff : b, 
day j yet hesdid: not repine at the greathefs of h sae 
lofs,;but quietly fubmitreth himfelf to:\God, Fobr.21 ae ; 
The Lord gave, andthe Lord hath taken any, ‘bleffed i wee 
the nawBe of the2Lords oT dns ULE eas . we 
\ 2. How much'foeverit be thatlyou havefoR , Gol oe? 
4s.able co’ give! it 'youagaingvandmuch more ‘alfy a 
2 Chrone25. 9s Bak what ‘fhall de do' for shehunlte ‘ae 
talents? God-is ubleto give thee mach ‘more thin en i ‘ih 
“Though God ‘took ia: gréat Eftate trom \Fob, yee it) pis 
faid, Fob 4.2.noyt 2207 he Lhd Gade Fob twice as mwe ‘a 
wsihe bad before Ke Lord bleffed the latter eva of: F peat 
canore than bis beginnihg. Though y ow fhould be brougig'’ )? 
to poverty , yet God oft-timés ralfech poor menty! i! 
~fiichean high'depree; that: he maketh them: equal et “At, 
- Princes, Pfalinr3. 7; 8..Heruiferp up the poronrig” Pe 
thedaft, and lifteth the needy wht of the:dunghil; thapl bint, B 
‘may fet themwirh Princes > even pith the Princes of v] pot f 
people: me dias | BAY of” in 
weio3s. Ie maybe God faw tharyowhad roo much; any! 
»gherefore out.of hisinfinite Wifdom , ‘and Love, hut) 2.4 
hath brought you low.> There isdanper inhavingeoy i! 
much, aswellas toolittle. Agar prayeth againit toy 
. great riches, as well as againit poverty, Prov. 30. 748) 
Give me not richesleftT bef wil, wnd deny theey and fay Od), a. 
who is the Lord:God:brought Gidegns: Army \of two ami; th 
thirty thoufand ro three hundred , and gave this reas ibd 
fon, they were too. many>fer’ him to give the Midiapefirhin 
nitesinto their hands, beft J/r<ehTuould vaune. Eieaygy tin te 
felf, faying, Ming handhath fayedomesPudger72ygh Ail. 1 
4,7. Pofiibly\ for: fome fuch*reafon God harhlefim these, 
‘$ened your Eftates,deltyou thoutd yaunt your Lelvesh honoring 
orthinkthat you were maintained by’your Eftatesy fx 
and not by the Providence of ‘Gods “Te may be Gay 


1) Q.1. is ng excnfe for. Difcontent: 7 
Aa | faw thatyyour: Eftates were fo.great , that. chey. would 
00 fn il i have hindred you.entrance.inatsthe ftrait gate, AZat. 
md WAM 23> 2-4- jand therefore he leflened them that you 
‘Sirah might have.a fafer. and ,more. eafie paflage into the 
MT (af ngdom of, Heaven. Would yombe angry with that 
hylicianthac.fhould draw.away; a. great a0 ity of 

ok Gy Dlood when as i¢.did endanger your livesryou | lave far 
- diets caufe of being angry with God for taking away a 
wig Great part.of your. Eftates when they did endanger 
ot phe falvation of .yourfouls... 


ihvetide.4+ 2 Dough.y our lofles have been ve ery oneat » yet 
take heed.of. murmuring, and repining againth God, 


4 i 
vide Melt -he.take. away greater things. from you. By.mur- 
behougemuring=.you\will provoke God\to rake ; away,.your 


lives, 1 Lars: LO, 10, either.2 MUTE Ott, as fame of 
them: murmured.,,..and- were: defiroyed..0f “the deffroyer. 
WNow to lofe life, is.afar greater lofs, ‘thanto lofe an 
Eftate. By.murmuring you.are in danger to lofe the 
favour of God, Numb: 11. 1,.; When the pevple com- 
plsined, it difpleafed the Lord, and the Lerd-heara it, and 
nith MDZ. anger was ,Rindled. To lofe. Gods favour; is more 
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ore whan co. lofe .our.lives', for. Pal..635 3. Thy loving 
havi | pandenelai 15 better than ip 
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a nt be Obj, ;2: Lbave Loft alt that: ever wea ad, andam 78 gi ‘Pe 


‘oftmol Beran: ; though wy loffes had been. gr eat y if L,had any 
vohietmeoing left-t fhould have been contented; but will you blame 
the Mil me for, being difcontented when T haue loft all. that d, wa 

ann hie worthi in ihe wor, ld,.and am quite, wud One. 

Anfw. God {aw it was needful and expedient 
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°)' McOr che accomplith ig of his -defigns.in. order, tothe 


mepcomoting of, your good , to sake away all tlrat you 
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» fidnad ;\ for God fends no .more,.of any affliction \than 

ye Mee need, 1Pet.%. 6.—fir a feafin. { if need be.) ye are 
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42 
in heavinefs through ‘wsunifold temptations. Temay ‘bl 
God faw nothing lefs chanthe taking all that you ‘hai 
would take off your affections from the’ world°6) 
Jead you to repentance, or ‘put you upon ‘living by 
Faith’; you maybe aflured , that upon fome aceoun} 
or other God faw it neédful'co take away ‘your whol@® iB 
Eftates from you, ‘elfe he would not’ have dealt*thits a 0 
with your. LAO i De ma line may 

2. By undoing you, God aims'at faving’ of you mnt 
He hath undone youin your outward’ Eftates , thay, bit! 
he may fave your Souls, 2 Cor. 1. 6. Whether we be af-muusisit! 
ficted, itis for your confolation and’ falvation 5 which w deface 
effettum (or as itis in the Margin, is wrought) in them, ii 
enduring of the fame [ufferings which we alfo' fuffer. Thegeiriirn, 
Apoftierelléth us here, that ehe Corththians enduring re, 
the fame fufterings whiclt he {atered; was ah efeetne pind il 
al means of working out their falvation. Now <aghatistiu 
great part of the Apoftles fufferings lay in the fuffer=spiitnels 
ing the lofSof all things, PAs 2. 8. It‘is God? des 


3 
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ne fhall ha 
fignto prevent our being undoneto all eternity; wher patie oth 
he chaftneth us in thisworld, 1 Cori 21:32. When welliet8.: 
are judged, we ure chaftned of the Lord ,°that we hold 4, Thon 
not be condemned with the world. ‘Hath that man ‘any @utenelol 
caute to complain whom God undoeth here, to pre= ft (od, Y 
vent his being undone to all eternity ? me God i 

3. If ever you forfook any of Your ehjoyménts flan they 
for Chrift, or gave any thi ng to the poor Members of Mit ally: 
Carift, or any other poor people for Chrifts fakes Miu Bonds 
then you have not loft all; for whatever you have Bod barh be 
given tothe poor, or forfaken upon’ the account’ of | no 99¢ 
Chrift or the Gofpel } all chat is yours fill’; itis MOA Hlr dayes 
ney laid up in a fafe hand, which fhall be returned to MMinnind 
youwith an hundréd fold encreafe, Prov. 19, 17. He Pith the 
that hath pity upon the poor’, lendeth unto the Lord; and Wry: wt 
phat which he hath given will he pay him again, “That r Dk 
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QQ. 't. lof-alltthat they had, confedered. 73 
Ita ‘which 4s given to'the poor is Hot loft, itis but lent, and 
"You hi geds lene ro.onechat'will pay what is lent, with inre- 
Weld iereft.\. You that\could not'feé'the poor lack when you 
Wing )had wherewithal to relieve them’, God will not fuf- 
Keun fer y ou'to lack.any thing chat ts good for you, Prov, 


OL whale 28, 27. He that giveth to the poor (hall nos lack, And 
ttl thilwhat is faid of thar which ds given tothe poor , the 
fame may be faid of chat which hath been ‘forfaken 
of yo bpd the accountof Chriftand the Gofpel, it isnot 
(cs, thi fort, -bue pucout to incereft > and fhall be rendered 
‘mie gato us again with an hundred fold encreafe ;‘if-not in 
) wich thé fame kinde, ‘in fome orlier thing as good’; or bet= 
(hi) nha ter, AZateh. 19.29. Everyone that hath for{aken houfer, 
shir, The or Brethren, or Siffers;'or Father , or Mother, or Wife, 
sendurinor Children, oP Lands for my Names fake, (hall receive an 
neetendred fold, and hall inherit everlafting life. And 
 Now@ithat this Hundred fold is notmeéant of the recompence 
hefufemehat wefhall have in heaven, ‘but’ of that reward that 
Gods deg we fhall have in this prefenctife; belides eternal life 
ntywhengiay che other world) is evident from ark ‘10.29, 30. 
Ven Luke 18.29,;302 © at 3 
yt oe 6-4f- Thouglyowhave lof all chat you had,-yetyou 
man any have not loft any of the Promifes or the Providence 
. tomegof God. You areas rich in Spromifes as ever. You 
have God in many Bonds, which are of more value 
joynenngthan the wholé world. Though the Fire had confu~- 
enbesdmed all your Goods, yet i¢ hath confumed none of 
ritslikegyOur Bonds, I mean none of the Promifes wherein 
# God hath bound himfelf by promife , that you fhall 
Bwant no good thing, burt that he will ftand by you all 
mvour dayes, and fupply all your needs. I will put 
jou in minde of two or three of thofe many promi- 
rs that the Lord hath madé to this purpofe, whitch 
jire more worth than all the Gold and Silver of the 
world, Phili4,19. (MyGod {hall [upply all your. need, 
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according tobais riches in.glory by.Fefus-Chrift.. Heb. 13| gid? 
5. Let your sonver[ation be. without covetoufne/s and.bi fl ti 
content with fuch things as ye haves; fur he. hath fatdy} hye i 
will nevenleave thee nor. for fake*thee. iMate6. 332 See] a jyit 
ye firft the Kingdows.of God, and. his righteou[nefs y AMM it, th 
allihefesthings fhallbe added untoyou; Ali thefe things—B¢j, 
that is, food and raiment, and all,chings that are, ne- 
ceflary for thisiife, .of whichiChrift wasfpeaking in 
the for egoing verfes.. And..as you, have. not loft che ij.) 
PEON! ifesof God, foneither have you loft bis pros yin? we 
vidence ;, he.will ‘take-asmuch Care. OF; YOU;NOW- ¥.OUMB anit, thi 
Eftates are gone,..as he.did when, you-enjoyed chem A yiiu: 
1 Pets §).7>-Cafting allgour.care upon, bins y forhecareth fom, i 
foryou., 1t.1s.not faid, .who, did. care for.you.s bue he Hic 
carethfor yOu s implying, that God-dorh, .and evel ify 
will continue hisicare fordhis Reap ia iin 
5+, bough you haveloft all 5, yee. 4t,-is poffible Forbin :ihis 
you to, be.as contented.as -if you. -had, all che,world, corer 
The Apoftle Paui fuffered, theJofs of all things for ut 
Chrift,, Phil,.34.8. yet he,.was as full, of contentment ie worl 
inhis greatett wants, as in his sreatelt abundance, romforta 
Phil. 4.415 125,13,;Whenhe, had.nothing hewas peste 
as i, content as. if-he,hadenjoyed the, whole, worlds bn sen 
%Cpr,.6;10». As having aothing a Aisi) Jeb poll efing abl shall 
things. Poraineo’ 
6.,,Haye.you not,forfeired-all that ever you Cid-€ Mts Bind oppor 
joy,,either by pout unthankfulnels,.. or - by not LEENA yd an 
ing. God cheerfully-for the abundance; of jall chingssih..,., i. 
Diut..28. 47, 48. 0r,by.fome other, means? if fais he, Ie 
you have no occafion .to-complain, of God for cakingy dy 
away.all that you had. from you. Bins 
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ve hart you have. loft all your Eitates, fay i Is bhst 
we are undone ; for if ye. be fuch sasshave Faith.ini,... 
Chrift, aad live godly lives, God is yours,,and Chrifth , * 
is yougs,,and Heaven is y ours,and his world is ro vr 
an 
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Nand things prefenc sand things. to:come , are’ yours, 
Hyea, all things are yours, 1 Cor. 3.28, 22, 23. eA 
things are yorrs, whether Paxl;, or Apollo y or Cephas, or 
the world, or life, or death, or things pre{ ents 07 things to 
come, a are ‘yours, and. ye are Chrifts:sand Chrift is 
Gods. ) 
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ee SECT... 32 | 
LP Objisgztdo not knowhow I fhall do to live, now hawe 
oft my Bfrate; if L conldbuttell how to live., Z could be 
iy Lb content; though my loffeshad.been very erent ; best becaufe 
SNE Danner tell'how I fall live, now my. livelihoods takes 
RN Frome me; this perplexethoand trombleth wy minde very 
1 be orely. | 200° | 
A: Anfwet. You-haveias mucivlefe youias you brought 
«if into this world , for 1 Tim, 6.7. We bronght nothing 
WO gytothssworld—we brought not fo muchiasia rag to 
ie HOUR <Coverour nakednefs withal,\ Fob 1.2%. Wake camel 
DINGS ORE gg of ‘my Wothers womboAnd ‘thoughyou cametaco 
ice the world inthis poorscondition , yet youshave lived 
anes comfortably and plentifully many, dayes;»yea many 
5 New years together; andcannot God provide:comfortably 
enol sand pléntifully many-yearsmore, though all chat ever 
i” M-you had betaken from you. >If you fay;>when Iwas 
bora into the world Ishadsa Father ,,and aiMother, 
mM did and other Friends, that took care of me, to.provide 
ttle sfood, and raiment,' and all thingsofor:meé!; but.now I 
il thi have no Friends that | willstake care for me.' Lvan- 
us) lf wer, Icwas not your Paténts, or your Friends, that 
fortskitf fed youjand clothed you y:but God , byshem. Facob 
lived many years in his Fathers houfe,. and afterwards 
50 with-his Uncle Laban, about 20. years ;yethe:doth 
> Fut “norfay his Father fed him’ for fo manycyears ; and 
nf Clim then his Uncle Laban nourifhed him; but he faith, sit 
isy0illm was God that fed him all the dayes of his-'ife, 
iM : Gene 
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“more than-meat , then doubt not: bue- that God whol}, 
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46 Thecafe of fuch as know, 8c. QT) 
Gen. 48, 15. The Godwhich fed me all my life long ante} 
this day. F } 
2, How did you live before, by your Eftates, orf 0) 4 
by ‘the Providence of God ? not by your Eftates, Mig! lu! 
but by the Providence of God's. if you chink other <Myithfi 
wife, confider fuch Scriptures as thefe , Alés 17, 28.Mhy; ml 
In him we live, and move, and have our being, Deut. 8. 3 .Myull uta 
Man doth not live by bread only, but by every word thas Aji | 
proceedeth ont of ‘the msouth of the Lord , doth mean live cMun, wl 
Pfal. 66.8, 9. O blefs our God, ye people—which holdetb ie yt 
dur foulvin life, Plal.'36..6.—O Lord thou, prefervefiiiesyat 
man and beafte. Now if ibe God ,: and. not your sir! in, 
Eftates that have maintained. you. hitherto -, why fy, wr hn 
fhould you diftruft him for the time to come ? Is thegjy—Ti 
Lords hand*fhortned ? Is he not asable. to; provides! fini 
for you. as ever ‘he was? | 27. Hive 
3: Remember the counfel of our-Lord and Savi= he tay) i 
our Jefus Chrift:, Afath, 6. 25. Take no thought forMieerily, 
your life, what ye {hall eat, and what ye {hall drink, nor 
yet for your bodywhat ye. frall put on: ss not the life more 
than ‘meat; and: the body.than' rayment ? If the life be} 
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hath given you your: lives, will give you meat top, if ; 
maintain your lives, and. he who gaveyou your bo= ij. 
dies will'give you raiment to cloath your bodies 9; 
withal. : Boherd., 
4. If all that you have be confumed, and you have f(y), 
nothing to live upon, live by Faith upon the promife fj, j, 
and providénce of God, Hab. 2.4. The juft hall live@iy Y 
by his Faith. We are notto live by Faith for fpiricual Bye). 
bleflings only, buealfo fortemporal. And we ought il | 
totruft Godas firmly by virtue of bis promifes, when Hy, 
we have nothing left,as well as when we enjoy great- A 
eit plenty. ae 
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The plea of fuch asare afraid, Ce 77 


SECT. 4. 
» Obj. 4. Ido make a fhifttolive for the prefent, bap 
i “tell now I have loft my Eftate, I am afraid I {hall come to 
, Wapant before I dye, andthe fear of want lyeth heavy spon 
me; wereit not that 1 feared I fhould want , my loffes 
‘dovorld not much trouble nse. 
ii Anfw. 1. If you fear want now your Eftaresare 
Moone, and did not fear any fuch thing while you en- 
Mjoyed your Eftates, this isa fign that you made your 
Hriches your confidence, and not God. and chatisa 
fearful fin, Fob 31.24, 28. If I have made gold my 
hope, or have {aid unto the fine gold, Thor art my confs- 
Wdence—T his were aniniquity tobe punifhed by the judge, 
for J fhould have denied the God that is above, 
#2. Have you not food and raiment fufficient for 
the day? if fo, do the work of the prefent day 
iucheerfully, and bear the croffes of the day patiently, 
and caft the. care of to morrow. upon God : By to 
@morrow you may be inheaven, whereyou fhall need 
none of thefe things, Afat. 6.34. Take no thought 
for the morrow, for the morrow (hall take thought for the 
things of it felf, fufficient unto the day is the evil 
your bos thereof. 
ut bois = 3. Confider your relationto God. 1. God is your 
Shepherd, and thereupon you may beaffured that 
dyoutuil you fhall not want, P/al. 23. 1. The Lord is my Shep- 
heproniliiherd , I fhall not want. David doth not fay I am 
f hull King of Lfrael, I fhall not want, or I have a greac 
ot firii Rate, or I haverich Friends, 1 fhall not.wane ; but 
ne cif he grounds his confidence that he fhould not want up- 
ies gon this, chat God was his Shepherd. Now every 
joy Godly man in bis lowett eftate hath God for his Shep- 
~ Mberd, andthereupon may be confident chat he fhall 
peeves want. 2. God is your Father , and Fathers 
Ce will 
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will not fee their children want when itis in the pow] pai ' 
er of their hands co relieve'tlietr wants, Luke ri. Toe Te 
If a-S0n thalh ask bread of “any, -of yoo that iz a Father! eat ’ 
will he give bins a flone 2 or if he ask afyP, will he for Bn 
fi give hide a ferpent. ’ Whenthe prodigabSonbegal HS. 15! 
to be in want, and goés to his Pather for relieff ein 
though he had been an ungracious Son, that had fpen’ ha 
all his fubftance in riotous. ¢ourfes ; yee when he oie 
came tohis Father, he calls for chebeft Robe, and is pore 
fatted Calf, and entertains him in a very bouneifufpta!h 
manner, Luke 15. 15, 18; 49,20, 22,23. 3. You pith i 
aremeémbers df Gods houfhol id, dee 219. Te are Dye fil 
of the houjhold of God. Now amonatt meéenit is an {hmm 0! 
famous thing for a mannotto provide for thofe thai 
are of his owtthionfe, t Tim. 3.8. If any provide moigini, mitt 
for his own, and efpecially for sh0fe of hisown honfe , he past 
bath. denyed the ‘Faith , and is worfe'than an infidel Rd deriptu 
Therefore fear'not bat God will provide for you, feeagp dee 
ing youare of his houfhold, | ber, thy 
4. God hath given you mahy: precious promifes cagristien 
affure you that you fhall not waht; Pal. 34. 9,10. O ah on 
fear the Lord, ye his Saints; for thereis no want to theme@h jr thy 
that fear lim, The young Lions do lack. and {uffer hun splon: 
ger, bat they that feck the Lord fhall not want any goodl rc ; 
thing. Plal. 37. 3. Truftinthe Lord, and do good, andpiinyc) 
verily thou (halt be fed. If your money to buy in preg pashan 
Vifion thould fail, chen God will take care chat your Bian; 
bread hall be given you. Z/2. 33216: He (hall dwell bis fare 
on high, hw place of dette (hall be the wmztnitions oft Bh crear 
rockss bread {hall-be given him, and his waters {hall GEM Vin 
[ure. A promifes to this purpofe you may fees] 
Atat.6. 33. Phil. 4 19. Heb. 13. ¢. an 
s. Confider Gods providence cowards his crea=# i 
cures, that isa great means to quiet the hearragain{t Hiie4, 
chefear of want, as 1. Coniider Go's -provi idence daly 
tor] : 


A Df 


sf 


Uy 
it pot Cowards the'birds,and beafts,and other inferfour creas 
C1, wietires.' Fhere is not one living’ creature’ that fliech 
‘Fuh@in the air, or créépeth on the'faté of the earthy bue 
Witt fol God taketh care of it, and providerh it food, Pfal. 
otha B45. 15, 16. “The eves of all wait apon thee, and thea 
Ot rehieive/? theme their meat in die Jeafon, thou opene/t thine 


‘dhe band, and fatisficft the defire of every living thing. 
then Pal. 104.27, 28. Thefe all (chat is, all forts of crea- 
\Odeyagttires fpoken of in the foregoing Verfes) wait apon 
bountiiqthee, that thou mayeft give them their meat in due feafon, 

3, Yupthat thou vive/? them they gather, thou openeft thine hand, 
9. Te apthey are filled with good. There is an innumerable 
it san@gcompany of thefe crearnres, P/xl. 104, 25. yet God 
thofeihgif€edech them all, and giveth ‘every one its proper 
wolhymtOod, and that in due feafon, and as much in due fea- 
uw(; ln as fatisfieth them; as is implyedinthe fore-quo= 
a pled Scriptures. The birds have no barns, nothing laid 
ryoi, gap. before hand, they have no body to look after 
‘hem, they have young ones to provide for : yet God 
Beeds them in the hardeft Winters as well as inthe 
yvarm Summer, AZctth. 6.26: Behold the fowls of the 
thar, for they [ow not, neither do they reap, nor gather in~ 
pa barns ; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them, are ye 
(impor much better than they ? God values aman much more 
gan any other creatures, Lake 12.7. Ye are of more 
tale than many {parrows: Mat. 12.12. How much bet- 
eris'amanthana (beep? The care that God taketh for 
ji! eggaan is far greater than the care that he taketh for his 
her creatures, 1 Cor: 9. 9,10. Doth Ged take care 
fir Oxen? or faith he it altogether for our fakes 2? for 
Br fakesno doubt thisis written. Now if God provi- 
meth bouncifully for thofe creatures that are far infe- 
; c@msour to man, and for whom he doth nor care fo much 
il he doth for man, why fhould we fear he will nor 
rondemrovide for us ?- 2. Confider Gods providénce to- 
wards 
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80 . The pleaof fuchasarein Debt, anfwered, Qty 
wards wicked men, he makes their cup to run over, 
they are oft-times full of Wealth, Pfal..17s 13,144 
Deliver my foul frome the wicked, which ts thy Sword 
whofe belly thou filleft with, hid treafure, they are fullof 
children, and leave the reft_of their fubftance to theiy 
babes. Wicked men.are Gods enemies, godly, mer 
are his friends: If God fill che bellies of his enemies! 
with his hid treafure, hall we think that he will let 
his friends ftarve? 3. Conlider Gods providence 
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cowards the poor, he taketh a fpecial charge of fuchiaplfit 
asarepoor, and in diftrefs, P/l.146.9. The Lorals Ait 


preferveth the frangers, he relieveth the fatherle{s, ang ma good 
widow. Pfal. 132.15. £ will abundantly. blef{s her pro-rcnitl 
vifion, I will farisfie her poor with bread. The widows mind 
that had but an handful of meal, and alittle crufe olf, ad | 
oyl, was maintained therewith , both, her felf, anefitetins) 
her houfhold, ascomfortably as thofe that were own santtules 
ers of Olive-yards, and had great Eltates, 1 Kingiponeliis 
18,12,14,15.. 4..Confider Gods providence togngupon| 
wards your felves inparticular, when you hung upo Ws conf cle 
your Mothers breafts, before you knew God, or hadpinthat hy 
an heart co feek him, fhe took thecareof you, and hngsto in 
provided for you, and do you think that he will forbs & en 
fake you, and caft you off, now that he hath madefinteis 
known himfelf unto you, and poured out a fpirit OFM: bah 


srace and {upplications upon you. HVE unroey 
peepedimen 
S EC Ts 5. bchlery 

Obj. 5. Lhave.not only loft al] that I bad , but I havet she 0) 
loft much of other mens goods, Iam greatly indebt y ana@lnnry| 
by my late loffes, I am difenabled from paying my debis@) » ». 


and this troubléth me exceedingly when I think, how much m 
Lamin debt, and that Ifee no way how I fhould be able tom 
pay my debts before I die. | 


Ania, 1. We fthould avoid ruining t 
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{ 0.". The plen of' fuch as ave in Debt; anfwered. Qt 
mn ewe can, and when we have contra&ted any Debts, we 
f ylithould labour to pay them fo foon as we can : for this 
)wni-Bis according to the Apoftles rule, Rom. 13.8. Owe n6 

an any thing , but to love one another; and therefore 
yn regard of the great. uncertainty of all humane af= 
tle airs, we fhould rake heed of praf{ping after too preat 
‘n-hings beyond what we can reach with out own ftock, 
‘aili@ind which will necefficate us to borrow. great fums of 
lin@imoney, left wefhould be cut off before we can‘ac- 
ifsomplifh the payment of our debts. 
2. Aman man may bea juft man, and liveand dié 
qvith a good confcierice , though he fhould not have 
wherewithal to pay his Debts, provided that he bear 
lhenidoii his minde to pay every man his ownas far ashe ig 
iccule@ible, and putpefeth in himfelf, chat if ever God 
‘(ci aifinake him able, he will pay alf his debts, and to the in- 
wetconmfenc that he may be able, he liveth frugally , aad fol- 
‘1 \mfoweth his calling diligently, and -feeketh Gods blef- 
icetce ing upon his labours, Heb. 13. 18. We truft we have a 
lungipaih ood confcience in all things, willing to live honeftly. That 
(, of héginan thae hatha good confcience; whois willing in all 
lhingsto live honeftly. Jufticeis defired ta be Con- 
fans & perpetuavoluntas jus (nam cuigne tribsendi, So 
Bhat heisto be efteemed a jult and righteous man, 
hac hatha conftant and perpetual will and défiréto 
live unto every man his own, though fome invincible 
mpediments may lie in his way, whereby he may noc 
ye able co perform that which he would do. It is true 
mnac.che Pfalmitt giveth ic fora character of a wick- 

id manto borraw, and not to pay what is borrowed, 

fal. 37. 21. The wicked borroweth and payeth not again, 

Buctchis is to beunderttood of fuch as fraudulently 

‘etain what was borrowed, or difable themfelves 
rom paying their debrs by idlenefs, luxury, prodiga- 
ili ty, Ge. and not of fueh aswould pay all thae chey 
Mc) 3 owe, 


$2 God hath wrought Miracles to help men, 8c. Q.1, q 


owe, but are difabled by Gods providence. | | boro 
3. Cry to God that he would finde ont fome way rani 
for you, and raife up fome fupplies whereby you may ae 
be able to pay your Debts. When one of the Sons vltne 
’ of the Prophets was felling a beam, and the axe head@. ... 
fell into the water, he cries out to the Propher§ 
2 Kings 6.5. Alas mafter , for it wat borrowed, Andi,’ 
the widow that wasin debt criesto Elifhato help her, 
and he did help both the one and the other. The 
God of Elifba is more merciful , and can do greater 
things than Elijba; therefore do you that are indebty | 
cry unto the Lord, and fee what he will do for you.§ ; 
The willingnefs of God tohelp poor Debtersto get’ 
out of Debr, may be feen feveral wayes. I will men-f” 
tiontwo, I. God wrought two Miraclesfor this endjp 
to enable thofethat were indebt to pay their debts.p 


The one was the multiplying the Widows oyl,1 Kings!" 


4. 1.cothe 8, verfe. The other was the making iroaf)! 


rofwim, that the axe. that was borrowed mighr be res Sa) 
ftoredtothe owner, 1 Kings 6. §5 6,7. Now Godg ah 
working Miracles to help poor people pay theigp™ “" 
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debts, may encourage thofe that are in debt to cry cor 
God to help chem.. 2.:God.commandeth usto awe not 
man any thing, Kom, 13. 8. And we need not doubgp 
but God is willing tohelp us to keep his Commandapi)™ $i 
ments. po) 

And as you fhould cry to. God to help you out off"! "n 
debt, fo alfo humble your fouls for your fins ; fom} 4, that 


; 
ah 


fometimes contracting of debts isinfliéted as a judges a 
ment for fin, Dewt.28..1 59 4:35 44. If thow wilt noe m We 
hearken untothe voiceof the Lord-thy God. to obferue tay!" 
do all his ( ommandesents-—~The ftranger that is withiey © She 
thee {hall get above thee very hi bh, and thou halt be very I 
bow, he {hall lend to thee, and thon {halt not lead to him, be pti 
fhalthe the head, and thou [halt be the-tail. The Logg a4 cote 


Ue Son 


Encouragement to fich as are in debt. 82 


hath promifed concerning fuch as are careful to keep 
hisCommandments 5 that he will not only help them 
to pay their debts, | but he will fo blefs chemethae they 


tat\e,q@hall have no need of borrowing, but fhall bein.aca- 
Prone |Pacity to lend to others, Dest. 15.4, 5, 6. The Lord 
aR ee oa | 


thy God fhall greatly: ble{s thee—Only if thon carefully 
hearken tothe voice of the Lord thy God—and thon’ {halt 


“Typend anto many Nations, and {halt not borrow. The like 


fis promifed , Deut. 28. 12, 13.. The Lord (hall open 


neato thee his good trecfure , the heaven , to give the rain 


Junto thy landin his feafan, and to blef{s al the work. of 
hine band, and thoufhalt lend unto many Nations 5 and 
balt not borrow, And the Lord (hall make thee.the head, 
md not the tajl, and thon {halt be above only, and thon (halt. 

Niet be beneath , if that thou hearken unto the Command- 
nents of the Lord thy Ged, which I command thee thes 

Way to obferve, and to do them. Plead thefe promifes 
vich God, and encourage your felves to hope in God 


(go finde out fome way whereby you may pay your 
wy shoebts. And if God do anfwer your Prayers, and raife 
neva meansfor you whereby to get ourof debr; pay 


iff your debts as faft as you can. When God had 
iultiplyed the oy! of the widow that was in debt, the 


mropher giveth her this advice, 1 Kings 4.9, Go, 


bell the oyl, and pay thy debt; and live thou and thy Chil- 
renof thereff. 

4. Ithathbeen the lot of men, fearing God, to die 
adebcy and. not to leave wherewithal co pay. their 


lum@ebts. We read of one of the Sons of the Pro.- 
» mnets who did fear God, that died in debts and left 


0 goods behinde him, not any thing in rhe houfe but 
pot of oyl; forbat the Credicors.came to feize up- 


Man his Children for bond-men; 2 Kings.4. 1, 2, There 
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$4. Encouragement to {uch as arein debt. 


is dead, and thow knoweft that thy. Servant did fear th 
Lord, andthe Creditor is come to take unto him my tw 
Sons, for Bond-men; and Elifha [aid unto her, Wha 1 dred 
haft thon in ihe houfe.? and fhe [aid, thine handneaid hatil ci fr 
not any thinglint he houfe,fave a pot of oyl. So that if afte} ie: 

all: your endeavours you fhould not beable to paw, , 
your debts, but fhould die in debt, and leave nothing’, 
behinde you, this may be fome comfort, chat tht ee 
hath been the condition of fome eminent Servants 0} 


mninthe ¢ 


is Wi Briere you 
God; for fuch was this widows husband, < he was on¢ a : 


of the Sons of the Prophets, he was knowntobe @,.\. 
man fearing God, 7: hou knoweft that thy feruant did fea 9 
the Lord. Yethe died in debr, and lefe hot any thing 
co pay his debts withal. | 

5. If you fhould be unable to pay your debts chai 
youoweto men, yet make fure you ger your debts}... 
that you oweto God, blotted out of Gods Book olf ,.;", 
Remembrance. Our fins are our debts, Jat, 6. 12) 
Forgive us onr debts, compared with Lake 11. 4. Fors} 
give us our fins. “We fhould be more folicicous aboutl 
getting thefe debts paid:than any whatever; and be: 
caufe we have nothing of our own to pay , we fhould 
goto the Lord Jefus, who is our furety , and defirg} 
him to undertake for us. - What. is faid of the men off 
Ifraels reforcing to David , 1 Sam. 22.2. Every one) 
that wasin diftrefs, and every, one that was in debt, andl Roy 
every one that wasaifcontented , gathered themfelves santo) i Obie 
hin, and he Lecame acaptain over them.The like fhould] ad ers 
we do, when we have any thing burdens, and difconep ft 
tents, and troubles our mindes, whether ic be debty bumble 
or any other diftrefs, we fhould refort unto Jefagy" « 
Chrift, and he will giveus eafe, AZat. 11. 28, Comey, peri 
unto me allye that labour and are heavy laden, and wilh * 9 
give you reff. GP den jn 
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Q Qt. The pleaof {uch as arein traits, anfwered. $5 


as S Beceem Oye 
h | Obj. 6. Lam brought into much mifery and great 
raits already by my loffes , and may ina little time 20 
lati Arowgh a great deal more, and this doth much difquiet may 
blero ninde, i 
venophgg <22/ze. 14: Marmuring will not leflen your mifery, 
putencreafeic; for chere is more evil in the lea(t fin, 
han inthe greateft affliftion: murmuring will noe 
egg qorocure you enlargement out of your ftraits, but ra- 
mntobe her caufe God to lay more burden upon yon 5) until 
ncdd fe hath humbled and fubdued your fpirir, and caufed 
jg0u co accept of che punifhment of your iniquity. 
' § 2. Call not your affli@tions, wherewith God cope 
recteth you for to promote your fpiritual and érernal 
iigmelfare, your mifery ; rather accountthema part of 
Brour happinefs, James 5. 11. Behold we count them hap- 
4,6 ey which endure. Job 5. 7. Bebold, happy is the man 
\ ppvhom God correéteth , therefore defpife not thou the chaft- 
an quaiag of the Almighty. Plal. 94.12. Bleffed is the man 
“n} ygnaom thon chaffeneft , O Lord, and teachef? out of thy 
ian. . We fhould be fo far from difquieting our felves, 
nd de pecaufe of our affli€tions , that we fhould account ie 
\v mimacter of great joy when God is pleafed to exercife 
as with divers temptations, Fawses 1. 2. ALy brethren, 
rount it all joy when ye fall inte divers temptations. 

3- Obferve inthis time of your affliction, what fins 
od fers before you, as the ground and caufe of your 
prefent ftraits, and be excited by the {mart of the rod 
io humble your fouls, and fet upon the work of re- 
pencance, and God will foon turn your adverfity in- 
© profperity , and your ftraits into enlargement, 
fob 36..3,9, 10, 11, 16. If they be bound infetters, and 
"Whe ‘holden in cords of afflittion, then he (heweth them their 

work, and their tran[greffions, that they have excecdeds 
Betas G 3 he 
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86 = The plea of {uch as fay their Families = Quay» 
he openeth alfo their ear to Difcipline, and somusandeth ait bale 


that they return from iniquity: If they obey and fervehs mus 


hina, they [ball (pend their dayesin. profperity , ani thein¥ sha s\' 
years in pleafure—Even fo would he have removed thee ouil 4, Tho 
of the. firait into a broad place, where there is no firaits porting, 
ne[s, and that which {hould be fet onthy table, |hordd buat yl 
. nye © ot ey PERaes meg 
SEC Ts. Fo In| 
Obj. 7. Ady Family is undone by this lofs s if Lrverelye chit 
a fingle perfor, and none but may (elf were concerned. in itMpsholeta 
I could bear it cheerfully; but Thave Wife and Children} 4, If 
and if God (hould take pee awAys Ic 
and this troubles.zize dx): | 


their Children, 2,Cor. 12. 14.. Childrenought not.to-lasvered I 
up for their Parents, bat Parents for their Children : andhin iwi 
fuch perfonsas fpendcheir Eftatesin Gaming, Drink-fye.) 19 
ing, or other riotous courfes; whereby. they beggetenince 
their Children, are worfe than Infidels, 1Tinte 52. Sanh the, 
If any provide not for his.own, and efpecially for. thofe ohinslo 1. 
his own boufe, he hath denied the Faith, and is wor{e- than nt Ind 
an Infidel. But if a:man out’ of confcience towarddy 5,1), 
God hath endeavoured: to make: provifion ‘for hit)p,,::.,.i 
Children, and God, doth .fruftrate his endeavourshh,,:.,.. 
this is hisaffiQtion, but not his fin. hay Ak CO 
| 2. Though you can leave your-Children litrle off,” 
nothing, yet God may raifethem upto prearEftates),. 
and to high Preferments after you are dead‘and gone, °,, 
Job 14. 21. His fons come tehonoar, and he knoweth ith,’ 
got Pia]. 113.7, 8. He raifeth up the poor out of théh,,\' 
duft, and lifteth the needy out, of the dunghil, that hel.’ ~ 
may: [et hive with Princes 5 even: with the Princes of Fil.” 

people, Pfal. 112.4, 25.3... Bleffed is the man that fearay,” 
tothe Lord, that delighteth greatly in his Commandaly. 
. | Nees monte 


e Yy WQOi. are undone by thes Fire, anfwered. o7 
wl woents, bes feed fat be mighty upon earth ; the generation 
nlite of the upright {hall be bleffed , wealth and riches fhall be 
vj, an 2% hoxfe. 
7a. 3. Though you can leave your Children fitcle or 
nothing, poflibly it may be as well, or better for them, 
than if you had lefe them great Eftates; for cheir 
Eftates might have been temptations to others to have 
made a prey of them, and-temprations to themfelves 
to have lived in Idlenefs, Luxury, ec. Children that 
are lefc with great Eftates, do as frequently mifcarry, 
as thofe that are Jeft with lefs. 
wim 4. If your Family fhould be undone by this lofs, 
uu ver feeing it isthe Lords doing, you muft fubmit your 
felves to God. You mutt leaveall your Family con- 
Viice i cerriments as well as perfonal, to Gods difpofal. God 
‘iwili@ethreatned Eli with the ruine of his Family , and tells 
him that his off-{pring thould crouch for a morte! of 
° bread, 1 Sam. 2.36. There were fuch heavy things 
iy veg denounced againft his Family,as were enoughto make 
Im ‘both the ears’ of every one that heard thereof to 
firth itingle , 1 Saw. 3.11, 12, 13,14. Yer Eli bears all 
eth patiently, becaufe it was che Lords doing , 1 Sam. 3. 
O18. Itisthe Lord, let him do what feemeth himgood. As 
David comforted himfelf under his Family afflitions, 
by virtue of Gods Covenant, made with his own foul, 
2 Sam. 23. 5. Although my hone be not fo with God, yet 
he hath made with me an everlafting covenant, ordered in 
eat li 6 things and [ure ; for this is al my [alvation, and all my 
lage fire, although he'make it notto grow. The like confo- 
ua lation may every godly man draw from Gods Cove- 
i Minant, when his Family is, or-he forefeeth it islike co 
il, tit ibe in an afflicted condition. 
ini 's. Say not, your Family is undone, though you 
ht have loft all your Eftate ,. fo that you can leave your 
(wm Wives and Children nothing; for.though a godly 
mith 1 4 man 
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{ands of them that love me, and keep : my Commandments. Wine 


$8 Comforts for fuch as can leave, 8c. Qi: QI 


man canleave his Childrenno vifible Eftate , yet hel ie i] . 
Jeaveth them that which is far becter than hundreds, gon 
te? than thoufands by the year : For, a en 
. He leaveth:his Children in Covenant with God,giac™ 
Gen.17. 7. Iwill eftablifh my Covenant between me und 
shee, and thy feed after thee in their generations’, for ang 
everlafting Covenant, tobe aGod to thee and thy feed af=§ 00)" 
ter thee. He leaveth them heirs of the Promifess@uli” / 
Aéls 2.39. The promife is. unto yor, and to your Chil=guunli: 
dren, Nowtobe left an heir of che Promifes, to be git” |? 
left in Covenant with God , is far better than to beset; 
Jefe worth millions of money ; for the bleffings ofthe! nbs 
Covenant are betcer than all riches, and they are al- iin 
fo more certain and durable bleflings. 
2. Heleaveth them ftock of alms. God will re- 
compence upon the children che alms, that have been 
given by their Parents. One/iphorus his bonfe fared 
the berter for his refrefhing of Pal, t Tim. 1. 16. 
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The Lord give mercy unto the houfe of Onefiphorus, for 2. On 
he oft refre(hed me. And the Plalmiftcellethus, that) il tir 
the feed of a godly man fare the better for his ats of Suman 
mercy, Pfal. 37. 26. He is ever merciful, and lendeth, @) Itis i 
and his feed ws bleffed. nitions, | 

3- He leavech his Children a ftock of Prayers Minin, 
Alltbe Prayers chat he hath put up for his Childrens Me 
welfare, either civil or fpiritual , are kept in Gods Bind ¢ 
remembrance, and fhall fall down upon cheir heads shin 


and hearts in due ASS 

4. Heleaveth them Gods bleffingy\ which is more} 
worth thanthe whole world,Prov. 20. 7. The jaf? man’ 
walketh i his integrity, his C bidien are soled after him. 
The fruit of .his holy walking hall fall upon his Chil- 
dren , and Childrens Children, even toa thoufand | 
penerations, Exod. 20. 6. Shewing mercy unto thow- 
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q ox. The pleaof fuch as have Jived high, &c. 89 


8 Yeehelay, godly man leayes his Children better than if he 
litre efe ‘them as great Eftares:as any men have inthe 
. Jworld, better than if he lefethema Temporal Crown, 

MkGodpe an earthly Kingdom. | 


SE cot. 8; 
Obj. 8. J have formerly lived high, and-in good credit, 
md efteem, and have kept a plentiful and bountiful Table, 
Jn Chitind now Lane broughtlow, and mut fare hard, and ex- 
Its, tobehved# to. be flighted and dif-regarded, and Phknow not how to 
lan tobdtear this ; bad I alwayes lived in a poor mean way, I could 
igs otthel nave born it better than to go from a high to a low con« 
Ney atealel ition. 

Anf. 1. It is God that hath brought you low, 
M willted? Sars 2.7. The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich, 
lwebeenne bringeth low, and. lifteth up, Plal. 75.° 7+ God is the 
uletaediudge, he putteth down one, and fetteth xp another. Now 
im, 1.160 man mutt finde faule withrany of Gods works, . Rom. 
birt firth}. 20. O man, who art thou that replyef? acainft God ? 
hus, thatiaall the thing formed [ay to him that formedit, why haf 

lisadts ofore made ase thes? ) 
dln 2. It is for our: good to pafs through variety of 
Onditions, for thereby God awakens thé fear of his 
Prayer Name in our hearts, and fhakes off our fecurity, and 
(hildresfromoteth the holinefs of our hearts and lives. A 
in GodsfOntinued courfe of profperity, without fome chan- 
heir leas f@S, oft-times breeds a great deal of fecurity and 
orgetfulnefs of God, Pfal..55. t9. Becanfe they have 
oh is more dehanges , therefore they fear not God. Jer- 48. It. 
vishma Moab hath been at eafe from his youth, and he hath fet- 
ur bins ed 0” his lees, and hath not been emptied from veffel to 
itisChikpefel, neither hath he gone into captivity ; therefore his 
thoufand afte remained in him, and his {cent is not changed. If 
wn tee grod by this change beget, or promote the fear of his 
vadoetsgname in your fouls, thac will be better rréafure than 
any 
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90 The plea of fuch as have lived high Q.F as 
any that you loft by the late Fire, Z/a,'33. 6. T he fea) thou 
of the Lord zs his treafure, healt 

3. The Lord would havetus be fo far from being bh i 
dejected at our croffes, that he would have usefteent 
thema ground of joy, fam. 1.2. Ay brethren, conn” 
it all joy when ye fallinto divers temptations. He wouldt)” 
have men of high degree rejoyce wien they are”, 
brought low, as wellasmen of low degree to rejoycey’”” | 
when they are exalted, Fames 1. 9, 10. Let the brotha” 
of low degree rejoyce inthat he isexalted 5. bat the richighe” 
that he is made low. pan 

3- Remember how.contentedly our Lord. Jefus 
Chrift bore his ftate of humiliation. Though he" 
was Lord. of all things, yet ‘for our fakes. he becamep'”?! 
poor, and cook upon himfelf the form of-a Servangp™! 
and made himfelf of no. reputation co. bring us untey 
eternal glory , 2 Cor. 8.\9. Ye know the Grace. of omni" |) 
Lord fefus. Chrift, that though he was rich, yet for your fer i. \ 
fakes he became poor y that ye through his poverty might be evaats 
rich , Phil. 2. 5, 6,7. Let this minde bein you which ben, He 
was in Chrifi Fefus, who being inthe forms of God, thoughty vol the 
tt not. robbery to be equal with God, but made bimfelf of nay)" im 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a Servants iy Gul 
Yetthere never came one difcontented word out ofp) ida 
Chrifis mouth, neither did there arife one repining rele 
thought in, his minde., throughout all the dayes off ® Ito 
his humiliation. Obferve, alfo how contentedly chepsptorid 
fervants.of God have born their changes, when Godp™ tile, 
hath brought them from am high, to'atow conditions plumes, 
When David was driven from his. Kingdom, and ne=go bel) 
ceflitated ro flee to fave his life, he quietly fubmirgpens 
himfelf toGod, 2 Sam. 15.26. When he chat wagging 
honoured by all che Princes and Elders of J/rael had git com 
aman of Belial came and curfed him to his face,pilite y) 
David puts up all his railing language with a meekpt, Dp, 
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Qg.t. and now are brought low'y anfwered. 9X 
} The and quiet fpirit, 2 Sam. 16.55 6, 7,8, 9, 105 22. 


5. Though you be brought very low, and thofe 
ton beigpthtat were your friends in the day. of your profpericy, 
“uehepthould now flight and dif-regard you, yet if you 
ey, yoontinue to ferve che Lord, he will refpec and re- 
He ward you as much as ever he did, P/al. 136, 26. Who 
they ymrensemslred usin our low effate, for his mercy endareth 
torsinngor ever, Pfal. 106.43, 44,45. They provoked him with 
the myhptbeiz cornfel, and were brought low for their iniquity, ne- 
verthele/s he regarded their affliction 5 when he heard their 
ory, and he rengenzbred for them his Covenant 5 and repen= 
Bred, according tothe multitude of his mercies, If your 
hearts be lowly, as well as your conditions low, the 
hebeoummolt high God will refpe& you more chanall the 
4 Serpngereat men: upon the face of the earth chat are of.a 
iigosnyproud {piric, Pfal. 13866. Though the Lord be bigh, yet 
rice Ath here/pett unto the lowly, bus the proud he knoweth 
a frye” of Whatever account,men may, have of the 
aipeervants of God, the Lord efteemeth very highly of 
hageoem. Hecountsthem his Jewels, Wal. 3.17. It is 
hud@aid of chem, L/z. 62. 3. Thou {halt be a Crown of Glo- 
cot mry inthe hand of the Lord, and areyal Diadew in the hand 
bf thy God, Thishigh efteem that God hath of you, 
xdout @eay abundantly facishe you under all the flights and 
ses Hif-refpeét that you meet with from men. : 
wom, ©: If you be brought.co. fare hard and meanly by 
yell eis providence, whereas before you had.a very. pler- 
vhen Gap ueul cable, this fhould not trouble you: for 1. God 
coir?” make a courfe and mean diet conduce as much to 
fg our healthand nourifhmenty as the richeft fare in 
fib he world. « Daniel and his threecompanions, who 
»hemeat nothing bue pulfe, and drank water; were of a 
ul aver countenance, and fatter in flefh , than all che 
sti thildren which did eae the portion of the Kings 
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6z The pleaof {uch as are brought from, &c. | Qt a th 


fhould be brought to fare very hard, yet as good, andi i in rl 
better menthan you are, have fared harder than you, (qt fon 
and yet did not murmur againft God. We read of any, 4in4 
hundred menthat were the Lords Prophets, that li-§, ja! 
vedin a cave with bread and water, 1 Kings 18. 13.f) ute 
Fobnthe Baptift was a great perfon: Our Saviourg.y, wet 
ce eth us,that among them that were born of women, 
there was not a greater than Juba the Baptift, Matth. 
rx. 11. Yerborhhis habit and diet were very mean.) 9, 
John had his raiment of Camels hair, and a leathern girdle} 1 | 
‘about. his loinsy and his meat was locufts and wilde honey, bald Th 
Mar. 3.4. and he drank neither wine nor ftrongh.,, ¢ 
drink, Lake 1. 15. Our Saviour himfelf eat veryp 
courfe diet, and yet was thankful for its’ When may, 

ny of his friends were about him, thac came tohear 
hisword, he had nothing Seppe to refrefh himfelif, 1 
after his labours,and to give to his Difciples and thof), 1, 
chat followed him, but Barley Bread and Fifh, andj) 
they had no feats to fic upon at theirmeat, but che} 


P ee & dh Caves | 
grafs; yet Jefus Chrift lift up his eyes and gavt} 
thanks, John 6.9, 10, t1. Another time being weary}. hea 

if 
. : mK an 
obtain a draught of water to quench his thirft, John 4). 0" 
swell. There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water * 
woman, How is it that thon being a Jew » askefé dr ink | al 
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and thirlty, he had nothing better than water <n 
You ; 

srelped, 

f “a \ 

Felis faith unto her, give me to drink: then faith thy"! 
r) wey’ Olay t 

me which ama woman of Samaria? 3. The meaneip’"!!4/ 
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quench his thirft, and he could not with once asking} | 

: ; ; Lae Bice, 

6,79. Jew being wearied with his journey, fate on thi.” ° 
WAS OF the 
your diet is, the lefs will be your temptation to ex) ty 
cefs. Suchas fate delicioufly every. day, areunder® MY tla 
att scheir belly their God,whichy "ae 
great temptation to make*their belly their God, whey, 
isa fin that will bring unavoidable deftruction , Phil he 
3. 19. whofe end is defiruttion, whofe belly is their God “ee 
4. God hath given fuch of you as are his fervantsy “ey! 
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| Q.1, The cafe of fuch as are troubled for the lofs,8c. 92 


his Son who is the bread of life, the bread that came 
|down from heaven, Fohn 6, 48, 51%. and che water of 
ilife, fohn 4.10. and why fhould yoube difcontent- 
TA (te becaufe your dyet is mean, who have meat to 
 Saiggg@4t that the world knows not of, hidden Manna? yea, 
at names who have the bread of life, and the water of life 2 
| 7 SE Cv.toe 
hl Obj. 9. I had avery {weet and commodious dwelling, 
? bovhere J lived very comfortably, and now I am greatly un- 
fettled ; Iknow not well where to befow my felf, Ican’s 
light of an houfe that pleafeth me, but am put te greab 
traits, and am much troubled for the lofs of my former 
habitation, and the inconvenience of my prefent abode. 
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ied eAnfi. 1. You have as good dwellings {till as ma- 
san th ny fervants had, who were coo good to dwell inthe 


rit al world, Heb. 11, 38, Of whons the world was not worthy, 
ae they wandered in deferts, and in mokntains, and'in dens, 
Mand caves of the earth. You are as well provided for 
asthe Apoftles of Chrift. Paul. {peaking of himfelf 
find che other Apoftles, faith, 1 Cor. 4. 9,11. Evens 
4nto this prefent hour we both hunger and thirft, and are 
Beaked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellin 
Nace. You are as well, and better provided for in 
“ Bhis refpect, chan Chrift himfelf was when he was in 
a he world, AZat, 8.20. The foxes have holes , and the 
ae Dirds of the air have nefts, but the Son of man hath not 
fdr here to lay his head. 

2. Every godly man hath God for his habitation, 
nd they that have God for their habication, may welf 
12 contented, how inconvenient foever their habita- 
ionbeinthisworld. When the Ifraelites wandered 
ina defolace Wildernefs, by the fpace of forty years, 
vhere they had no honfes to dwellin, they were a- 
Aindantly fatisfied inthis, thac God: was their dns 
ing 
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94 The cafe of fuehas are troubled for the lof, 8c. Qal . i 
pssst 


“ling place, Pfal. 90. 1.\ Lord, tho haf? been our dwell tft 
ling pl acein all generations. That this Pialm¢was pen} Dy fi 
ned when the Ifraelites were in a wandering unferi bil 

tled condition in the Wildernefs , appeareth botll it 
frotithe Title, dnd feveral sage inthé Plalm., | hike 
3. Wh Enyou are troubled at-che lof; or for thq 3 
want of a convenient habitation hereon earth; com 
fort your felves with the thoughts and hope of tha... 
glorious *houfe which God hach prepared for you uti, 

‘heaven, 2Cor, 5.1. We know if our earthly hoife of. 

eee this Tabernacle were diffolved, we have a building of God Pe 

(ig an houfe not made with hands , eternal in the "heavens tong 
The Di fcipleshad Heft their houfes, and all char chef 
had for Chrift ; and Chrift to comfort them , tells) 

them of the manfions chat were prepared for theming). 

heaven, Johs 14.1, 2. Let not your hearts be troubled ' 

In my Fathers houfe are many manfions , if it were not fag.” 
I would have told you, I go to prepa re aplace for: you. THER’ |, 

like may I fay coyou, let not your hearts be trotibledy ,, 

atthe lof of your houfes , though never fo conve=ih, ’ 
ment, buecomfore your felves with the expectation, 
of thofe glorious mantions Rear are prepared for youll 
in heaven. 

4. Had not God unfettled you by this Providences, bey 
it may bé you would have féttled upon your Leesyg 

Fer. 48. tr. Item may be you would have faid in your™’“ 

heart, it is good} being here, and would have nega 

lected feeking the Kingdom of God; and therefore} 

God out of ‘mer¢y to your fouls might unfettle you,| 

tocaufe you to fhake off a he ahh fpiric, and (oF ite 

ftir youupto make fure.of ‘an eternal habitation ia 
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K fii heaven, B 5 NU 
Ba ih 5. If you feek unto God, tholieh your houfes be fe ne 
ee laid waite, and your felves much unfettled, and know" Bk 
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rot where to'fix your habitations °@od will provide} 
you) 
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‘he qQiQ.t- The plea of {uch as ave difabled from, &c. 95 
oh Mp wi you as good habitations as ever you had > Pal. 107. 
Lie pelts Ox 7s They wandered in the Wilderne/s in a folitary 
He un ea, they found no city to dwell in \ then they cried unto 
irl hop? Ord. in their trouble, and he delivered them ont of 
Pin, Pir difreffes, and he ied them forth by the Tight way, 
‘or fy eat they might go to a city of habitation. Ezek. 36. 9 
rth; gh Behold, 1 am tor you, and 1 will turn unto you—and 
ne of ype Cities fhall be inhabited, and the wafts (hall be builded. 
Hfoeygygout he adds withal chac he expected they fhould en- 
Wy ju live Of him to beftow this, and whatother mercies 
nod Gee Promifed inthis Chapter, wer. 37. Thus [aith the 
ing afluord Gods Iwill yet for thes be enquired of by the honfe of 
1 wes lt4el to do this for them. 


' SECT. to; 

Obj.10. Law by this providence difabled from following 
mis ©Aling, and thereby rendered {ele and unjerviccabe 
-  imtmy Generation, and this is that which moft of all trom 


sons hies 4nd difguiets my mind. 
, E Anfw. 1. We thould covet earneftly to do God 
coagtd our Generation much fervice thofe few dayes we 
1." Mave toliveinthe world, 1 Cor. 1 §- 58. Be ye fedfafty 
SS Mamoveable, alwayes abounding in the work of the Lord— 
ff afore judgement when our dayés are {pent un- 
jupoutably, and infli&ted as a punithment of other 
ih Mee P/al. 78. 32, 33. They finned Still, and beliewed nog 
YD? bes wondreds works ; therefore their dayes did he con- 
todaqge in vanity. Ie arsuespreat difpleafure in God, 
i ben he fuffers us to {pend our dayes inan unprofic- 
ithe manner, Pfal. 90.9. Our dayes are paffed away in 
By wrath, we [pend our years as atale that is told. This 
MBtiprure implyeth that it is a great token of Gods 
adap ath, when we fpend our yearsas ataleNow then 
fol"? may befaid to {pend our years asatale, when we 
ie meadthemidly and unprofitably ; for there comes 
no 
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96 — We fhould be contented when God will not Qu 


‘no profit in telling of Tales, 1 Tim. 4.7) 8. Tale 


have this Epithire given them in the Scripture, Idi 
Tales, Luke 24. 11. what our Tranflation renders, « 
2 talethat is told; fome Tranflations;,as the Greek 
Arabick; Syriack, and Achiopick render, 4s a {pider 
or, As a {piders web. The fenfe is. the fame, namel 
when our yearsare {pent in fruitlefsJabours, whereb 
neither we our felves, or others are the better fo 
them ; thisis from the wrath of the Lord. | 
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2. If we do earneftly defire and endeavour tgs 
{erve the Lord and‘our Generation, and do long fom!“ 
abilities and opportunities of doing fervice, and chye'™! 
Lord grant them not; or after he hath made ufe c@iis pit 
us awhile, fhall lay us alide, we muft in this cafgpsitat i 
fubmit our felves to God,and fay as David did, 2 Sam@ 


15. 26. If he faythus, Ihave no delight in thee , Lebol 
here am I, let him do.to me as eemeth good unto him 
There is good reafon that we fhould {ubmit our felve 
unto God, if he fhould refufe to employ usin doin 
him any farther fervice, though we have never fuc 
ftrong defires to be ferviceable in our Generation 
for 1. Weare altogether unworthy to be employe 
in any fervice for God and Chrift, though the meane 
that can be thought of. What meaner fervi¢ 
could any one have , than to ftoop down and unt 
Chrifts fhooes, or to carry his fhooes after him. Ye 
Fobn the Baptilt who was a great perfon, none the| 


was born of women was greater than he, according 
as our Saviour teftifieth of him, Afat. 11. 11. Be 


was filled with the Holy Ghoft from his Mother 
Womb, Lake t. 15. He was fuchan holy man, tha 
Herod the King of the Jews ftood in awe of hit 
Mark, 6.20, Yetthis great , this holy man though 
himfelf unworthy to do the leatt ormeanelt fervie} 
for Chrift, he choughr himfelf unworthy to unty, OF 
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parry hisfhooesafterhim, Like 30.16, One mighlier 
Waa T cometh, the latchet of whofe hoes I nme not worthy 
mr wnloofe, Mat. 3.11. Whofe(hooes I am not viorthy.to 
par. 2. When it’is in’ our ‘hearts to doany fervice 
God or onr' Generation, Godapproves of what 
nour hearts, though we are not able, or want op- 
orcunity to effe@-and bring to pafs whatwe defired 
do, for the advaticing of the Glory of God,’ and 
jromoting our own or others good ,' 2 Cor. 8.12: If 
sere be a willing minde, it is accepted according to that a 
an hath, and not according to that he hath not. Thou gh 
tod did not permit David to build’ him an houfe,-yee 
fod was pleafed that there was a defire and purpofe 
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im\for ic, 1 Kings 8.18, 19. The Lord faid unto Da- 
idy -whereasit wasinthine heart to'build an houfe to my 
tus2, thou didf?-ywell that it was in thine heart, neverthe- 
itu ips tore (halt not build the houfe— 3. God isthe Lord 
j windoigad matter -of the whole: world;:and ic belongs to 
eooerfigae matter of the houfe to take what fervants he plea- 
vreratiog@ ts and to fer them’ about: what workhe pleafeth, 
employ 4d5pue chem out of his fervice when he pleafeth, 
heneamethat are mafters of Families: take this Jiberty to 
et {erie felves ,-and fhall not we grant that to God which 
nand tee take‘co our felves? HoRO EER 

atbit, ede If yow are troubled becaufe you are difabled 
-nonet@y om ferving God and your Generation, ufé what 
scotlmeans you can to prevail with Ged to call yowagain 
ttt a way of fervice, and torender you ufeful in 
his Mot 


eof eat do him fervice in your Generation.» 1) “Purge 
ntii@eeyour fins “and labour for fan&ified hearts and 


ete ves * 'Sanctifed perfons‘aremeetfor Gods afeyand 
oun pedelighcerh roa.employ chemin his Service; sesh: 
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mike fe of rs, todo bi [ervice. “97 


thisheart to have done’ this thing } and commends’ 


Our Generation, I will commend to you fome means. 
1 mats hereby you may prevail with God to makéufe of 
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98. What we (howlddo that God may make uty 8c. Qut/ inf 


2, 21, Jf. aman purge himfelf from-thefey be fhall be al ‘ 43 
velfel unto honour, fanttified and meet for-his mafters nfes) ch wl 
and prepared unto every, good work. 12. A& your faich} ly 
uponthe promifes of God.,, wherein God hath prop] + It yt 
mifed to make his people ufeful. in-their. placespand gs)” 
ferviceablero himintheir Generation. -I. fhall name! Calling 
one of two to this purpofe, Dist. 30.9. The Lord thrills. 
God. will neake thee. plenteous inievery werk, of thineguotpn' 
hand—for goode Here-are. two: blefings promifedsiii: (uli 
the one is, that we fhall be full of.employment ;\ thes /i i 
other is, that good) fhall come. of-what. we take inglintar 
hand. . Somerhing of this narure_is implied in that Ht Calling, 
promife, CMine Eleét (hall long enjoy the work, of theig iit 
hands, Ifa. 65. 27. God hath: promifed to- make’ ugifth honou 
ferviceable all the dayes of our life, Lake 1. 725 apis ad be 
75~ Toperform the mercy promifed—that he world grant iy thereto 
untous, that we being delivered one of the bands of -oem@iisttica 
mn enemies, might ferue him without. fear, in: holinefs andgpt \ 
righteou[nefs bef cre him all the dayes of our lifes: Zou Phan 
Mourn over your unferviceablenefS; and cry untogiididn 
God to admit you into his fervice , and offer yourstits ins 
{elves to undertake-any employment that he fhall cueghpher, 
out for you, and promifé the: Lord, that if he wilffiinii 
put you into his fervice;, that you will ferve him wicked hs( 
anupright heart, as David did, Pfal.. 75.2. When TMi 
(hall receive the congregation, I will judge uprighth Mu 
When the Lord feeth ftich a fpirit as chis in us, he will Hnento| 
foonemploy us ia fome way of fervice, as Deborab@ nits 
faid, Judg. 5.9. Mineheart is toward the Governourre Mvis on 
of Ifrael,wthat oferedthemfelves willingly among the pros ve him 
ia le. - So.is Gods heart towards fuch perfons as freely Miiin, . 
| offer themfelves unto:his Service ; the Lord ordained @ii, 
it for aLaw; that if a Levite came to minifter with all B\;;,,, 
the defire of his minde, he fhould be admitted ta Mee, 
minifter. in the name of the LordDemts 18. 6575 Wiel 
| God Bil ‘ 
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| 
f Qqt- He flosld be content with hard and mean Cahings 99 
‘iy God will afluredly provide work for thofe that dofo 

| highly prize his fervice asto cry-and mourn after ie, 

4 4. If youdte by this providence difabled from fol- 
‘vind lowing your former Calling, then follow fome other 
lila Calling’; for God would have no man live without a 
‘Lint Calling. When Adan was in Innocency, God would 
shill not permit him to be out of employment; but gave 
pronitedf him a Calling to employ himfelf in, Gen. 2.15. And. 
leat; tii the Lord took, the man, and put him intothe Garden of 
Eden to drefs it, and tokeep it. Chufe rather the mean- 

in thi eft Calling, thanco live withouta calling, Andif God 
‘Ko thigfo order ic, that you mult of necelffity take a meaner; 
mike Fefs honourable ; and more laborious calling than 
l, 7,"you had before, be not difcontented at it, but com- 
wid ramply thereto with aready and quiet minde. AZofes that 
nit of mwas delicately brought up ina Kings Court , by the 
nlin{t aatpace of forty years, and was fo tenderly nurfed up 
wit, by Pharaohs Daughter , as if he had been her own 
| cymeqson,did noe difdain to ferve hisGeneration for feveral 
years ina very mean Calling, viz. the Calling of a 
BShepherd, Exod. 3. 1.. Now M€dofes kept the Flock, of 
Bfethro has Father-in-law. Icisfaidof David, chathe 
hinwigeerved his Generation according to the will of God, 
1, We acts 13. 36.°Whenic was the will of God chat he 
rg Whould ferve his Generation as a Shepherd, he was 
us, ienimecontent to bea Shepherd, and when it was the will 
« Dowmgot God that he fhould ferve his Generation as a King, 
Ne was content to be a King, when afterward God 
Irove him from his Kingdom, and put himinto the 
POndition of an-Exile, he was content with that con- 
Hitton alfo ,.2 Sam. 15, 25,26. Ie is probable rhat 
dur Saviour himfelt wroughe inthe Calling of a Car- 
eater fome time before he entered into the Calling 
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mm? the Miniitry (and thar is both a mean and laborious 
palling) ind.chis may be sathered from his Countrey 
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mens upbraiding him wich this Calling, (Mark, © 
2, 3. From whence hath this man thee things , and wha 
wifdoms is this which is given to him,that tven {uch might, 
works are wrought by his bands ? Is not thw the Carpen 
ter, the Son of Afery.? 

If you fay we would willingly follow fome, orheips! 
Calling, now we are difabled from following ou 
former Callings, but we do not know what Calling hs hat 6 


- 


tofixupon: How fhall we come to underitand oust 


1] 


way, andto know what Callings God would have ajplinius 
make choice of, now he hach difabled us from follow.mrinsu! 
ing our former Callings ? By Pia. 3 
Aafw, 1. Ask counfel of God what Callings hemeaalta 
would have you make choice of, that fo you may fervepetiisaot 
your Generation according to the will of God , angle 
not according to your own will. The Lord hath prosgace lich 
mifed to direét you in your choice, if you feek tps, Cui 
him for counfel, Prov. 3..6. In all thy wayes acknorpagnd loarts 
ledge him, and he {hall direct thy paths. Plal. 25. 1 zgptert you 
What man is be that feareth the Lord 2 him fhall he teachan. We 
in the way that he {hall choofe. Benptations 
2. Confider your ownabilities, both in refpect Onna, 
parts and skill, andalfoin refpe& of your ftock thatf- 
you have left to trade withal ; and what Calling you 
finde your felf beit able to manage , that you mays0hj, 1, 
make choice of, and look uponitas Gods minde thatiysha Gy 
you fhould embrace it; for Gods diftributing of ablegabury: 
liries for an employment is one principal ingredientayyi.y 
inthofe things which concur to the making out of OUEBhihis 4), 
callto thatemployment, 1 Cor. 7. 17. 4s God DathBMiviny 
difriluted toevery man, as God hath called every ones Bh Aify. 1 
3. Confider how God enclines your heart afterti\)j4oq, 
you have fought him, for Gods callto an employ meneMi nen, 
may be gathered by his inclining of the heart unto iit, y, 
as in the cafe of the Levite, Deup. 18.7;8. The atMiut,,, 
dent® 


= 
oD 


\ 
{ 


a 
“Qi RQ The plea of {uch as think this Fudgment,8cc. 10% 
Aa dent delire of his minde was one way of evidencin 
14 oh his call to Miniftergin the Name of the Lord his God. 
“mci §4. Obferve Gods providence , which way thae tA a: 
* vipagsnides and leads you, whileft you are waiting upon Be Aha) 
aod for counfel, forthat isone way by which God MB tite 
Wuides and direétsus, namely by his providence, Pf. 
Wile OR 2. &. Twill inferutt, and teach thee in the way which 
t Uilloihow fhalt go, I will guid: thee with mine eye. By thé eye | 
tiandogaf God, with which he will guide us , we may un- ae 
( havemderftand his providence’; for fo the eye of God is here 
Mft-times ufed to fignifie his providence, as Pfal. 34! mt 
ts. Pfal. 33518, 19. Itistrue, many ménroninto  ~ ot 
Sreat miftakes, by pretending to follow providence’ 
gut this doth not hinder , buc chat fuch as resulate | 
heir lives by the word of God, may in many cafes Fiat 
receive light and direétion from his Providence: ~ " Ma 
s- Conaliderwhat Calling hath leat temptations we: 
ind fares in it; and chufe that-rather than a calling ae 
gwhere you are‘like to-be expofedtomany temprati- DP) 
viea@ons. “We.oughe as much asin us lieth to -avoid if y 
Biemptations, elfe why do we pray, Lead ws :not into *h 
nem ptation : Mat. 6.13. . 


‘allingsh 
may {ery 
God , at 
{hath prq 


oe ote oa Mig 
Lb Obj. 11. Lan afraid this Fudgment came in wrath, 
end that Godis angry With me, becanfe he hath confumed 


t VON 
mide Uh 


ingot mand burnt all my Effate, and that is it which moft of at i (Pak hy 
npteliugaa/ quiets and troables wzy minde; namely, that I look, up- Baie | 

nition this Fudgment as coming in wrath, and do apprehend Lert, 

|, Gllimmaod is angry with me. a aie 
vote Anfw. 1. When God fends fuch great and ‘dread Be ae 


fal Judgments upon any place as the lare Fire was , ic i 


art dil 
sl isa token of his fierce anger, and of his hot difplea= au 
tudgeares Pal. 78.:21. The Lord heard thes and was wrath, ae i | 
: Thel(0 4 fire was Rindled againft Jacob, and anger alfa came ut 
i ae Z 


Hrength, thet he may make peace with me; and he fhalb 
qeake peace with me. By Gods ftrength here unders 


102 How we fhould get Gods anger turned away. Q. tg! 


dp againft Ifrael: Ma. 66. 15. Behold the Lord wih, 
come with fire to render his anger with. fury, and his re= 
buke with flames of fire. 3 

2. If this Judgement did come upon you in wrath,pien'0 
yet you muft bear it with a patient fubmifhive fpiric fie cou 
Micha 7. 9.-1 will bear the indignation of the Lord, be- purpole 
caufe I have finned againft him. To fret-or murmur ath oils | 
the tokens of Gods wrath, is not the way to appeafe, fet cut 
but to increafe the indignation of the Lord. Abe Say, | 

3. If you conceive that God is angry with you, dafige {to 
what you canto pacifie his anger. Solomon obferves, jut yuith 
Prov. 16.14, Thewrath of a King is as meffengers. of \pleaedi 
death, but a wife man will pacifie it... The wrath of God inant {uf 
ismore dreadful than the wrath of all the Kings appa, Yielding 
the world ; and therefore if you do apprehend God}tivish yi 


i 
J 


tobe angry with you, endeavour to get the Lordgpyourlelve 


anger pacified and turned away from you. If youlipxivw: 
ask, How thall we get Gods anger pacified and turns}4o,) } 
ed away fromus., I anfwer, %.. Turn from your Ling yi yr) 
and God will curnaway his anger from you, Ponzh 3.\6id,ihi 
8,9. Let thens turn every one from his evil way, ana, 
from the violencethut is in their hands, who can tell if God) 4, Tho: 
will turn and repent, and turn away frou his fierce angers lh, ye 
that we perifh nog? Jer. 2.12. Return thou back-fliding Herons th 
Afrael, faith the Lord, and I will not caufe mine anger ta Heit 
fall xpon you. When the people of Z/rael did at COS aed con 
call of God, turn from their fins; God faith of J }kic10j 
rael , CMine anger is turned amay frome hin, Holea itis 
$4152, 4. BPEL toy 
2. Turnto tye Lord Jefis, embrace and lay holds). 
on Chrift bya lively Faith, and then Gods anger Shall} bidsinar 
be turned away from you, and the Lord will be apis: 
peace with you, A/7..27. §. Let hin take hold of my f 


ftand | 


4) 
i 


~~ 


M). Qu Qy2. How we fhould get Gadi anger turned wi ay. 103 


hs ill ftand Chrift, Wwho's-called, T Cor. 4. 24. Chrift, the 
"Wi Pomer of God, ard the Wifdoms of God. By taking hold 
POL Gods ttrength, uaderftand believing in Chrift, if 
7 at then you defire to make your peace with God, follow 
1, te the! counfelwhich God ‘himfelf ‘giveth you ‘to this 
Atay by porpofe, namely, take hold of hisftrensth, for upon 
dife doing} you'fhall makepeacewith him. ‘God telti- 
ile fiech concerning Chrift, ALat.'3: 27. This ‘is my be- 
i loved Son, in whona I ams.well pleafed. “Tf you flee for 
"You, d refuge from thé wrath of God, unto’ Jefus Chriff, and 
Oolervesh cat your felvés into his'armés;'the Lord will be weil 
ir @apleated with’ you. 3. Yield ‘your felves to. God to 
Moi Gol dovand fuffer'his will} what Solembafaith, Ecelefo 10. 
Ai Yielding pacifieth great offences.’ Ris trhe in this cafe, 
nd Gull thiotigh you Have’greatly offended God , if you yield 
Wi Lodisyour felvesuhto the Lord, <he will be pacified to-" 
| If yall Wards-you; and ture away his wrath from you, “2 CAr. 
at "30. 82° Be ye (nor ftiff-necked as your fathers ‘were s but 
your yield your felvesvnto the Lerd—and' ferve the Lord. your 
[uh God, that the fercene]s of his wrath may turn away from 
Wh), A 0H. a ‘\ tf ae 
(lif Gum 4, Though’ this*Judgment Bethe effea& of Gods 
roe ame wrath, yee there’ may be much ‘love in ‘it to- many 
«ecli@eperfons that have* been ‘great ‘fufferers by his Fire. 
mn wgrimeT he Lord theweth love when hé takes ‘away. otir, ont- 
did util -ward comforts and enjoyments, and chaltnectrtts'with 
ith of J his rod, aswell as when he Joadeth us with his: bene- 
in, Hil fits, Heb, x2. 6. Whone the Lard loveth , he chaffencth. 
Pal. 107, 393 43°\ They are minifhed, and broaght low 
{ lay thm ch oppre {ions affliction, and ferrow 's who. [o-is wife 
ger hi Bnd will obfereré thefe things, eden they (ball underfignd the 
wile Loving ‘kindene/s of the Lord. Now if you would‘know 
id ( } wherher chis affliction whereby you have been depri- 
dh i® Ved of fo oreata part of your Eftares, came tm Tove, 
ve wit Pweill menciontwo of three things wheresyyou may 
ty we H 4 know 
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404 Three wayes toknow when Affitions, 8c. Qea| 
know. this, and they. will be of nfeco you inotherafl 
flictions alfo. 1, Such. affnions \as, draw your foul 
‘nearer to God, ,comé from love;s for it,is Gods love 
which canfech him,to draw-our fouls 40 himfelf 5: Fen. 


“ 


31,3.. Mith! oving kindene/s have I: drann'thee—Hofea 


11,41 drew.them pith cords ofa mans with bands ah 
lowe. .Now how da,you,finde.it with your felyes:inchis 
refpect.? -doyour lofles.put you.upon feeking recon 


ciliatton with God:?..dg they ftir you up.ro feekcome 
munion with, God.? .do,they caufe you'to live and'de-| 
pend more upon his providence and promifes? if in| 
any, réfpect you finde, ther drawing your fonls-hearer, 


0. God, -you may conclude, that<God hath taken away 


yout Eitares out of lave. to. your, (ouls.,...2.;Such af 


£ rebitke and chaften, be.xealous thexefone.and Kepevte Ze 
Such afl ctionsas make us more bumble, more hea= 
venly minded, on any other, way, promote the holi- 


nets of our. hearts and lives .come,from love, Heh. 


12.10. He chaftneth us for our prifits that we might be 


parsarer sof “hisholinefs... The Apoitle {peakethof fuch | 


I 


4s are cha{tned. out of Jove, aswe,may fee, ver. 
Whom the Lord lovethhe.cha reuctpy ; whence it appears 


thar fuch chaftentngs as,.make ug partakers of Gods | 


Holinefs'come from his Love. 
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| 5 Lei hR: Ady dlofs hath been [0 Lreat, that, F aM 
ther: by difabled from. giving any hing to the. poor mand | 
shes trexblech me very tench, thatt ama by thes providence 
cut off Froz excraifing (barity, and. that I cannot relieve 

the poor ast was wont. todo heretofure: a .-, 
_ Am. Though you baveloltmuch., Ou, 
have any.thinstefe, you muft@ill be doing good, ace 


4 


i KY 


Af 
5 


epidil } 
anit 
fi Tag i 


Pp 


il ) ‘ 
pauto 


We 


f| 
19 Ot 
ty s 

ad ti 
jancing ' 
md Not? 
gswere ls 
have nora 
meting 

Ia | ' 
inant 
bt that. {| 
quing inde. 
jging 07h 


by ut fi 


Bing co 4 
Hittiqns as makeus zealous in .cenewing. our,‘repen-| 
-fance, come fromlove, Rez. 3.49, As many as Llove 


aalwer, Ne 


Bits 0F-C08 
oct ae 


prove dad 


f + ; a 
Bile,bad.ng 


olay up, 
Thesunce 
like covcom 


IUUUE! it} 


Aira a 


Qot. The plearf-fuchas (ay they are difabled, Sc. TOS 


cording.to.yoursability, Heb.13. 16) Todo good, and 


MN ¢o-comminicate.forget not, for with {uch facrifices God as 


Baell pleafeds; This.is fpdken:to fuch as had fuffered the 


fpoiling, of thieis goods., Hebi 16.234, ‘and notwith- 


Wa ftanding their fiftetings, che Apoftle cells them, they 


Hmutt noc fergetto.do goody andscommunicate to fuch 
Sas were in-greater diftrefs.chaimthemfelves. ‘Such as 


is tccot have Roching-eo live upon buctheir labor,fhould give 


fometbing-out,of their estnings, Eph. 4.28. Lee 


ih hie abour working with his hands the 
thing that,is good, thathe wity have A&ts 20. 35. 


dqpive to Mimethatneedeth, rT any 


fay,, but af; h-thatehave sbur:‘little ,»fhould give any 


#thingito.che poor, I \nayicome:to want my felf. “I 
antwer, Never fear being bronght to wane-by doing 
macs of Charity » Prove23, 27. .He that viveth to the 


Wl poor, (hallypotlacks: If: anyvreply thetimes are like to 


prove,bad,and hard,and therefore I chat:have but lic- 


tie, had.norneedigive away any thing;buc rather oughe 
Bro lay.up;alhthatiL.can againitvan hard: time. | Anfm. 
oh Wad be QUncertainty “of she wimes: and: the-evils chat'are 


ot tach 
» Ul f 
tapped 


ike co\comé upontheeareh’, fhould. not hindetour 
Charity, but.iaake-us. more:abundanc. imworks of 
| Mercy, Rede aa ts 2 Givers portionto feven; and “al- 
| fo to eight, forthow knowe fr not what evil (hall be upon the 


earth, Lo-,~here, thé: Holy:Ghott would: haves give 


B frequently, \and,givebountifully , portion, and that 
E.pot ro oneor two}, but tofeven, und alfoto eight, when 


mm avy-cvils. are diketo comesipon the earth. 


ying Lek, Youmayn 


2,1 houghyou havelofhmuch, and have bur little 
sive ds muchas youdid before, Iméan 


vii Chat which God will, count asimuch. «The widow 


i that. caveburtwomites, caft-more\imctoche Treafury 


in Chriftsaccount, than thofe rich, men that calt in 


abundance , dark 12. 41, 425 43.. Jo/us: fate over 


againfe 


| 
106 The plea of [uch as Say they are difabled; 8c. Qt! ye 
{} 
againf? the trealury, and behold how the people caft mone oh OF 
intothe Treafury, and many that were rich caft in much, mae 
and there ame a certain poor widow , and [hethrevw in troggl' 
mites which make a farthing ; and he called unto bins haa wat 
Difciples, and [aith antothem, V erily I fay snto yous Dee 
that this poor widow hath caft more in, than ‘all they which) eri 
have caft into the treafury. God Tooks ‘at the-heareyi't af 
more thanthe gift, and the more freedom of heare weep” 
and willingnefs of minde there isin our gifts , thepsiy 
better they are accepred with God. Aman of ameany 41)" 
eftate may give with as free an heart asa Princeyyie: 
2 Sam. 24.23. Allthefe things did Aratnah, as x King, fom eet 
Sve unto the King, Yer he was botamean rian Compaq pik s 
red with David, he called David his Lord ¢ and: files 19.17. 
himfelf Davids fervant, ver. 21 both hé atid dis Sorts jlo. 101 
were athard labour when David came tovthem; they al not K 
were threfhing wheat, 1 Chron. 21. 200 THeChurehes (i hy (wh 
Of (Macedonia were very poor; and under many?at pen oat 
flictions, and yet in the depth: of their poverty and ikem 4 
their. greareit affiétions they abounded in'iberality, ipothers 
2 Cor. 8:1, 2. We do: yous) to wit “of the grace’ of G od: \tival aloe 
beftowed on the Churches of (Mavedonia's bow that in \4 Vue noo 
Breat trial of afflittion, the abundance of “their foysand their \ Ahi 3 
decp pouerty, abonndeduntotherighe} of pheir liberality. ie te 
3. Be nor difcouraped fromacisof Charity ’5 ‘bee fave, ye 
caufe. you can give: bur very little ine éomparifon of Hp Though y 
what you didibefore ¢ forthe Jeatt cand fniallelt kts pind your] 
of Charity done in aright dpitie , fall have a preamp tial rch 
and glorious reward. “What'a fmalb\matter is itv'te Bich: By 
give a cup of ‘cold warer 5 yet Ofich “as ‘sive’ ali metor! 
eup of cold water only, having’ _nothiip! more 
or better co beftow, fhallin no wife lofe chéir reward, 
(Mat. 10.42. Whofoever Mall Rive to drink unto one 
of thefe little ones 2 cup ofcold water onlvin the naise of ae ti 
Difciple, verily fay unto york, he fhall inns wife lofe bah 
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B).t. The plea of [uch as have loft their Goods, 8c. 107 
leward. Our Saviours rule is, Give alms of fach thing’ 


® good things of this world cohim. - 


* 


Is yor have, and behold all things are clean unto yon, Luke 
tI. 41. Theychat have much muft give much, and 
hey chat have but mean things muit not be difcoura- 
ged, becanfe itis but little and inconfiderable thar 
they can do, but muft give alms of fuch things.as they 
have. If there be a willing mindeto give much, God 
accepts of a mans willing minde, though he be able 
to give but very little, 2 Cor. 8.12. 

4. If your loffes- be fo great that you are able to 
: noting to the poor, yet you are not difabled 
from exerciling of your Charity, You may pitty 
them as much as ever-you. did: and it ts faid, Prov. 
19.17. He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
\Lord.. You may draw out your foulsto chem , which 
ifhall not go unrewarded, J/a. 58.11. Jf thon draw 
lout thy (oultothe hungry , and. fatisfie the afflicted foul, 
then fhall thy light rife in obfcurity, and thy darknefs be as 
‘the noon day. You may pray for chem, you may ftir 
‘up others to relievethem... You may give much {pi- 


B ritval almes when you are fo.low inthe world thatyou 


| have not one penny of money to give, as Peter faid, 
| Atks 3. 6. Silver and gold have I none,but f+ uch as I bave 
give I thee. Sothough you have no filver nor gold to 
‘give, yet.you may give that which is far berrer. 
Though you.be poor you may enrich your Families, 

and your Relations, and your Neighbonrs with {pi- 

ritual riches, 2 Cor. 6.10, As poors yet making many 

riche By your godly difcourfe you may. minifter 

grace to thofe thachear your difcourfe, Eph. 4. 29- 

Let no corrupt communteation proceed ot of your mouth, 
bat that which ts good to the ufe of edifying , that it may 
minifter grace tothe hearers. To minifter grace to avy 
»manisathoufand times better than to minifter. the 
It .is: faid; Prov. 
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108 Thepleaof [uch as have loft their Goods, Q.t.| 
10.2% The lips of the righteous feed many ,.and ver, | 
20. The tongue of the juft is as choice fiver. When you) 
| have not bréad to feed the hungry withal, ‘feed as ma+ 
| 


Q! 
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ny as youcan with the fruic of your lips.. When yor! 
communicate inftruétion and knowledge to any per. 
fons, you communicate that which is more worth than} 


met all che filverand gold inthe world, Prov. 3.13, t4y ff 
Lite 15. Prov, 3. 10, 11. Hive 


SECT. 13. | 
Obj. 13: If it had been purely the hand of God.thas) 

bad taken away my Eftate, I could have born it, but it was | 

my folly and indifcretiontobetruft my Goods. in fuch Dam inery otnet 

zardoms places; if J had had my wits about me , aad nobiilion, Ep 

have lefc my Goods where I did, I might have faved alls iiileom 

or moft f them + andin regard that L loft theme by my in= ull, wid 

difcretion in the ordering of my affairs, this is that which his poi 

doth chicfly trouble me. Been 

Anfw. &. Who is it hideth wifdom and counfel@l 

from men in time of 'ftraits? Isic nocthe Lord ? Job) 

12, 17, 20. He leadeth counfillers away {poiled, and ma> Wh 

‘Reth the"Fudges fools. He rensoveth away the {peech of 

shetrufty, and taketh away the underftanding of the ageds Mi 

When.a wife mans underi{tanding failerh him, it 1s be- | 

caufe God taketh it away, 1 Cor. 1. 19. Twill deftroy Mb 

the wifdoms of the wife, and will bring to nothing the un= Muvene 
derftanding if the prudent. What is faid of the:Oftrich, fh, | 

rx Plelecveth her eggs intheearth', and. forgetteth that the ® 

foot may crufh theme, or thatthe wild beaft may break them, Bre 
4 beeaufe God hath deprived her of wifdons , neither hath he Bn) 
wae imparted to her under ftanding, Job 39.14,15, 17. The sain 

He like may be faid in yourcate, if you left your Goods 
eh in any place for fecurity, anddid forget, or not cone 
i te dideriche hazard and danger thatiwasin that place, or 

eit fuftered damage by any other indifcreeraction, it was 


Li 


tos Q | Qt. by their Indifcretion, anf wered. Tog 


. 
fy Mibecaufe God deprived you of wifdom, and did nor 
v da impart underftanding to you to order your affairs for 
the your outward advantage, The hand of God is not on- 
‘tom. fly in all our afflictions, but in every circumttance of 
ror al every affliction, Rom.11. 36. Of him, and through 
~ him, and to hing, are all wings to whows be glory forever. 
“SUMBTE you take notheed, while you fret at your own in- 
idifcreet carriage, you will be found guilty of free- 
ting againft the Lord, who with-held wifdom and 
, ae from you. 

| 2. Though you manag edigour affairs indifcreetly, 
i ib yet God managed every thing that befel you, and 
a ih )gevery other perfon i inthis dreadful Fire with infinice 
igwifdom, Eph, 1. 11.—Who worketh all things according 

| lod to the counfelof his own will. There is not only the 
voy miiwill, but the eternal counfel of God, inall the aé&s of 
is tht bilby s Riovidence: That of the Pfalmift’, O. Lord how 
manifold are thy works , in wifdom haft Bei meade thems 
and coun ul, Pfal. 104,24. may be applyed tothe works of 
Le fGods providence, as wellas of creation. Therefore 
,mmemlet thisfatishe and quiet your mindes, though you 
bck carriéd your felvesindifcreetly , God managed every 
f tee ey at befel you with infinite and eternal wifdom. 
im, itisbem 65. If cherewereany thing of folly and. indifcre- 
Iwill defo on inthe lofs of your eftates, make a fpiricual im- 
bing the wi provement of the hand of God that.went out againit 
briiyou, by reafon of your imprudent management of 
hit myOur affairs, and chen your ‘lofs will turn to your 
yreakivmmsre at gain. I will hint two or three things to you 
| Orthis purpofe. 4. Do notthink your felyes fuff- 
bentto manage your affairs wichour asking counfel 


a bf God, Fer. 10.23, O Lord I know that the way Ff 
Man is notin himfelf , it is notin man that palketh to di- 
ie wmreet his freps, Had you asked guidance of God how 
‘on, tage difpote of your Goods, and not gone upon your 
| own 
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Hd ‘ A ii “IIO The plea of fich as have loft in one day; Q) dilon 
ib own heads, itmay be he would have direéted you tbgrihtok 


1 
Bd fome other courfe, whereby your fubftance mighhy 
have been preferved,. 7 Dread walking in you yh, beta 


| 
| 


i . ‘ . ; ) 
: own counfels for the timeto come; and be afraid cBirithluh 
J ‘undertaking any bulinefS of moment, how wife ann | 
a! at ptudent foever you apprehend your felves tobe, utifrynipi 


til you have asked and received counfel from Goopmillfayon 
To walk after our own counfels, is well nigh as bad afte. 
to walk after the lufts of our own hearts, they bots, Thou) 
fpeak anevilftate, Pfal. 81.12. J gave them up aniior (Cali 
Ra their own hearts luft, and they walked in their own coum@p diligent 
i fels. At may be you thought fuch and fuch places vem infollow 
ry fecure, and thereupon you beftowed your Goodsien| rey 
there, without asking of God to guide you, and the Bie, they 
wereali burnt; if fo having fmarred for leaning the from th 
your own underttanding , learn with the burnt ¢3ildipe an een 
to dread thefire. Never venter more Upon your OWIE Kip 
Wifdom in any bufinefs of moment till you baville inher 
foughe God, and are dire@ted by him what to doftorler ¢, 
3. Learn hence to live by faich for guidance and ditiitiven 
te€tion under all fudden and unexpected emer genciell be rap. 
of Gods providence. We have a promife of beinghsin(s, 
puided continually by God , J/z: 58. 1%. Thi nthe 
Lord fhall guide thee continually. We had need bei) ra 
daily eying thisand fuch like promifes, becaufe w ts Lvl» 
know not what difficulties and unexpected tryals CVGaBin,:},:, 
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| i S ECT. 14. her cafe 

ane ak Odj.14. Lhave been a man very induftrioss in may bby ie & 

i ye - Falling, and by Gods bleffing on wy I abcurs, I had gostei, »., 

Cn a ie a very fair Eftate, wherewith [ and mine lived comfort-§ - 

OA ably, and it troubleth me mach that I (hould lofe in oney 
i eh Wal day what I have been labouring for many years. { 


eAnfw. 1. When God bloweth upon onr labours 
7 | and) 


Me 


XI.) what they laboured for many years, anfwered, Xt 

ad all our earnings are like that whichis put intoa 

ag with holes, he calleth upon us to coniider our 

ayes, Hag. 1.657. Yehave fowen much, and bring in 

ws \Wtele,. he that earneth wages earneth wages to prt it into 

sara bag with holes, Thus [aith the Lord of hoffs, confsder 

mW qi wayes. TE the lofs of all.chatever you earned do 

it, iit yOu up tothe praétice and exercife of repentance, 

pewl fay one day, It is good for me that I was af. 
as dll ed: 

ty 2. Though you have lof all that ever you earned 

“your Callings ; you have not lov the reward of 

lair diligence, induftry , and faithfulnefs which you 


ce Bed in following your Callings, for that thall have © 


eternal reward inheayen. Asitis with fervants, 

) AU ides, thar wages, and temporal reward which they 
‘ssniiiave from their Mafters for their work , they fhall 
butttc:lifive an eternal reward from Chrift in heaven, Col. 3. 
yOu OR. Knowing that of the Lord, yefbaltreceive. the reward 
| yOu bill ee inheritance, for ye ferve the Lord Chrift. Soie 
wut 0 din other Callings, they that ferve Chritt faichfully 
we nd diligently in any Calling , though never fomean 
actgenc@l be rewarded for ever in heaven for their fervice, 
ot belfides thoferemporal bleflings which are caft in upon 
Uy Mim in this life, ALatth. 25. 23. Well done good and 
al WD ful Servant , thou haft been faithfulrover a few 
becillt Wags, J will wake thee ruler over wsany things, enter 
dtryahtliie gta the joy of thy Lord. Theretore f may fay to 
ii chat are mourning , becaufe you liave loft all thae 

Wi have laboured for ; asthe Prophet Jeremiah did 
Mnother cafe, Fer. 31. 16, Thus [aith the Lord, re- 

in 2 thy voice from weeping, and thine eves from tears, for 


a 


} ba Wwirk hall be rewarded, [aith the Lord. 
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t12 How {uch as are troubled in Confeience for « Que! : 
J sao ms jt your 


fei 


Sion. (ER Soon ¢colod airy 

Obj. ‘15. Lam concious to my felf- of anitch un" 
righteou{ne(sin the getting of my E ftate:; and ‘how mg” 
Eftate that I got unrighteoufly is gone) my: guilt remains Me! 
and I am full of horror:iniwmy confcience', becaufe of ‘mygi 
fins, and efpecially for thts fin of unrighteou/ne/s. \ 

Anfw. t, Suchias have been guilty ofunrighteouf| 
nefs in their dealings, have great caufe of.bemg 
troubled’, for they have committed an hainous Fra iprile 
which without repentance will moft cettainly fhaigin 
them out of the Kingdom of Heaven, 1 Core 0; gh. Heo 
Know ye not that the unrighteous (hall ‘not inherit ‘ta gudy atcue 
Kingdom of Ged. Ytisa {in which brings down greagpied is fu 
wrath from God, 1 Theff. 4.6. That no man go beyowem tie i 
and defrand his trother in any matter, becanfe the Lordam jis; tl 
the avenger of all fuch, as we alfo have furewarned yorpaniGu. | 
and teftified. Iemakes aman-an abomination to God Bierinss, 
Dent. 25.16. All that do usrighteoufly, ere an abormina ts 
tion tothe Lord thy God. ‘3 I 

2. If you be troubled in conference for your umm sn 
righreoufnefsin your dealings with any man, yous 
way to get che trouble of your Confcience removed Mrtly {hy 
and to get true and folidpeace, isto dothefe thingse ie ane 

r, Confefs your finto Gods You have wronged, phir. 
God as well as your neighbour by your unrighteousemy vic), 
ne(s in your dealings, and therefore ‘tis meet that YOUR Corin 
fhould confefs your fin to God, and. humble you Bi deans 
fouls inhis fight, and if you do confefs. your (in PGW... 
God, he will pardon this, fin of unrighteonfcetay ij, 
well as other fins, 1 John 1.9% If me confe/s our fittsy BM ».'- 
is faithful and juft to forgive ws onr fins, and to cleanfe , 
from all unrighteoufnefs. Dis none 

1. Leave off, and ceafe from all unrighteous courgmy W 


| 


fes forthe rime to come, and then the Lord will par: 


a Ce ees EG OR ee eT SFR EE: - 


me || 
fi ‘i lan their unrighteoufne/s in their dealings, &c: 112 


Monall your former unrighteoufnefs, althous! your 
jip-in that kinde‘hath been exceeding grear, F(z. 5°70 
ti iplet thewicked forfake hisway, and the nhrighteous man 
"\ tn bis thoaghts, and tet bind return. uotothe Lord yand he 
"itniylmtl bave mercy upon bias, and toon God , for he will a= 
tai ff " bandantly pardon ; Liat 7.56 5 Lox Wafh Jey WARE you 
fh lfean} put away theevil of your doings from before mine 
i gteo yes, ceale todoevil—Come now and lets reafon together, 
‘ vMaith the Lord, thingh your finsbe as fearler, th »y (ball be 
Sliles white-as (now, thouh they be red like crimfiny they [hall 

ny Ue as wool, | ) 
(6 3. Fleetothe.Lord Jefus. Chritt, and lay hold on 
unit tim bya true anddively Faith. . Jefas Chrifthach fa- 
istied his Father forall.our anjutt dealings, cand all 
jmur orher fins,.tPet..3. 18. Chri bath once fuffered 
: the Ludi or fins the jaft for the unjuft,-that he might bring 
ured Jans onto God. Andfuch isthe efficacy of his death and 
onto Oiatrerines, chat whatever SuiletroublerhitheCoafci- 
-miimimacey the Blood of Ghrift is ableto remove ir, toFohn 
soa) T he blood of Fe(us Chrift his Son cl eanfeth ns from 
youre, Sine And, every one thatobelievecis ia Caritt, 
ut, Ymall partake of thevercue and efficacy of his Blood, 
sremoidmor they fhall’be juftified from all things whatfoever 
(ethingmltey have done, eicher againftGod or mem, Ats 132 
¢ WOM. By bine all-that believe are juftified from all things, 
shel ore which-ye could not be jafrificd by the Law of CMofer. 
mone Corinthians were guiley of unrishteoufnels in 
Bueir dealings, £ Gor. 6.8. Yundo wrong 5 and defraud, 
mind that yourbrethren.. And ver. 11<..Such mere'fome of 
jeolitlmnaas that is, anrighteous, thievesy cowetous, extortioners, 
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ra4¢ . The pleaof fuch'as [ay they ferve God, Qt] nr 
~4e’ Labour togetinto Covenant-with God. Te isiply | 
one branch of Gods Covenant to pardon his peoples iii hth 
unrighreoufnetS, Heb: 8. 10; 12. This is the covenant | 
that I willwuke with the hiufe a Ifrael—I will be merci=(yh\6.l! 
ful to.their unrighteoufine(s, and their fins; and their’ ini-ie gs [ 
quities wil I remember nb more. . i, " 
Make reftitation to thofeswhom you havel 
wronged; whatevér you have taken from any man, by} ey Gudte 
fraud, or extortion,’ or any other unjuft way, reftore glia, 
ito bi again, Exch, 3 33. 15,168 Tf the wicked reams null 
frore the pl ledge, give again that he had robbed y walk in| with mi 
the fratutes of “life without committing iniquity, he (hallMywi,gfr 
farely live, he [hall not dye., none of his fins that he bak ee she, 
Committed hall b be mentioned unto im, be hath done thatl dyly, 1. 
whichis lawful and right, he fh.ullive thereby. With=thh Did, 
out reftitucion where God gives ability, and oppor=iiy he wis) 
tunity, there canbe no true peace of Confciencey apd 
Fob 20. 18, EQ, 20. According to his fubfPance {ball them the wic 
reftitution be, and hefhall not rejoyce bie becanfe hele aoye: 
hath oppreffed and} fora ken the poor becanfe hehabwiol olith 
leutly taken away an hiuisacbich he builded not , ‘furl: Ly Bets sino 8 
fhall not feel guictne[{sin hts belly, he fall not fave of that Benin Rel 
which he defired, Other Scri ‘apr concerning reftitusin }, 
von, you may fee in: Levit. 6, 2, 3,44 5, 6, 7. Lukel) d was 
49.8. If any fay 5 weare not ablero make reftitutioth noni, 
on, the wrongs we have done ate fo great, oe WER v1 
have fo lictle left us by the Fire. Lanfwer , The. 
Scripture ex ren now mentioned may? give Gi ‘ine fer 
&ioninthis cafe, According to his. (ubftance (ball the rem Hs oayi 
Pigteionbe, If youarenotabletore Ho becom; ' 
reftoreas far as yowareable, 2, Ifvou be not ablemy,, | 
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Qi | Qur. and yet have fuffered deeply, when many, &C; 1 Is 
ti ability to perform what your minde ftands CO; 


iM th 
Mm Te 


Wi iReeping his Commandments, and both I my felf, and many 

thers that walk. clofe with God, have loft all our Eftates, 
™ "Niland are undone by this Fire, when as many that have no Paley 
Yat, ilfear of God before their eyes, bat live prophane and diffo- a 
rel ate lives, have (affered nothinguat all by this Fire, and | 


inl 


KG tithes troubleth me very much, when I confider how God hath 


I$ nay 

DCO Cor. 8. 12, | 
Pa | SECT. 16. Aes 
1  Obj.16.I ans one that ferve God,and make confcience of AY 


yo | 


i ji dealt with many of he fervants, and let others that ftrve Sam | 

"Ni hiae not, go free: I ane ready to fret at the profperity of 4 
aT 7 wicked, and torepine at my own cfflictions. ue ae 
HD done. thd 


Anfw. 1» Sucha temptation as this did forely af- f 
ule David, whenhe looked upon his own affli&tions, ae by 
now he was plagued all the day long , and chaftened bit: | 
every morning, and looked alfo upon the profperity 
%f the wicked, and faw that they were not introuble, byt 
@r plagued like other men, he was envious atthe bbe 
‘mii oolifh, and ready to {tumble at this providence, and 
reyiiwas almoft brought to fay , that all the painshe had Vai 
faken in Religion was to no purpofe, P/zl. 73. 2,354, 

g telly, 1 2,23,14.. Andif fuch an eminent fervane of God ae 
7 Lihts David was affaulced with this temptation, we need Want 
ereitilgiiot wonder if fome of Gods fervants in thefe dayes ae 
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ta Mmeet wich the like. Pie Hi 
t,t I 2. When we are puzzled, and ready to ftumble ar wt tele 
(one dite’ myfterioufnefs and unaccountablenefs of any of ae 
iit sods previdences, either towards the wicked or the ade Rae 


hewiisodly , it is good for us to have recourfe tothe word 
henotiimt God, which isthe beft commentary in the world 
sil explain che nature of Gods Providence: _ When Va 
W2avid was under the forementioned temptation, he 

k fot relief by going into the fanQuary, P/al.73.16,17. EB) | 
phe word fully fets forth the miferable eftate of the A 
I 2 wicked my 


i 
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FI6 - The cafe of Gods Servants, 


wicked inthe heigtth of the cit profperity > and the} 
happy condition of go es | me nin their greateft adver, 
fity,which may take off the Servants of God from a) eT 
pining attheir ownafil: Bic ions, or fretting at th e prot pag 
perity of wickedmen. Beef 
3. Ic isnotmeet that we fhould:take upon usto—l’ 
finde any fauilterien Godin his governing the world, ‘),, 
Ic is enough for us to mide. our own duty , we muff 
fet God'aloné to. do whet feemech him good. €hriff 
rebuked nisigs when he having heard what fhould bes ath 
fal him 5 was ch ious to- know what’ fufferings fh... 
fhould meet with, fobs 21. 21, 22. Peter fecing him" , 
faith to Sofas “ard and what (hall thts man do? felt ‘ee 
faith nato hint, if 9 ea es he tarry till I come, what is” 
that tothe ? follor thou mc. Youmay fee enough itt : 
yourfelvesto juf ftiffe God in all that he hath brought 
upon'you, and whichif God faw meetto fpare fome 
remarkable fioners, to try if his long-fuffering andy 
goodnefs, and the riches of his Grace will lead “them 
to repentance? fhall youreyebeevil becaufe od.is}, 
sood:? It is exprefly againft the minde of God thagy's’” 
you fhotild fret at the profperity of wicked menjg**"@ 
Pfal. 37.1, 7+ Fret not thy [elf ope of evil -doersy 
neither be hoi envious againf? the workers of iniquityaay ™ 
fret noi hy felf Lecaufe of him who pre fpereth i in hes racy “i 
becaufe of g the man mbo bring geth wicked devices to pals. lage 
4. They that are the fervants of God have nop ® 
caufeto repine a atcheir own affliGions, or the profpes ! a 
rity of wicked men, as may appear on divers age HS icon 
counts, as I. Wh hen théfervantsof God are chafteney™ 
ed ‘here, itis that they an ay not be condemned herés 
yo I Gor. 1 1.32. Wheniwe are judged we are chaftemay 
éd of the Lordy tt bat we Wi pnld not be condemned’ withthe yn" 
Or! "ds rit whenwicked men enjoy aconttant courle }” 


of 1% verity, and the goodnels of God doth not} 
| lead | 
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Qu; better in Adverfiry than orhers in Profpenity. 419 
i ° « 

ilead them to repentance, it is atoken that God in- 
ixends, to deftnoy‘them for ever, Pfal. 92.7. ‘Wheg 
she wicked {pring as the grafs, and: when all the workers 


Hof iniquity do flomrifh, it ws that they [hall be -deffroyed 


for ever. 2. The Servants of God get more good 


wpby their afflictions than wicked mendoby their pro- 


fperity, for Prov.1. 32. The profperity of Fools (halt 
p P 


re neeProy them s bucthe Servants of God-can fay With 
nigPavid, Pfal. 119,71. Lt good for me that LT bave 


heen afflicted. 3. The bdleffings of this life are-all the 


i jpportion that God intends to give unto wicked men, 
ip bill 4l. 19.13.14. Deliver my foul from the wicked, frons 
i yygte vacn. of this world, that have their portion in vhte 
pete s. but as for godlymen, God hath Jaid. up wone 

pmoertul greac chings for them in heaven, P/dl. 31. 19. 
noo Margreatis thy goodne(s which thon haf? laid wp for 


thems that fear thee. He hath laid up for: them fuck 
things as wé néver {aw with oureyes, nor everheard 
with.our €arsy LIGor, 2.9. Eye hath not feen, nor ear 


Bheard:, neither have.entered into the heart of man the 
rj things which God. bath prepared-for thems that love hire. 
 wafbte thath made godly men heirs of himfelf and of all 
 jommtnac be hath, Rom.8.19.df Children,then Heirs, Heirs 


lof ‘God; and joynt Heirs with Chrift. Now Chrift is 
Heir of all things: Heb..1. 2. and if Chrittians be 
oO 


Bjoynt heirs wich Chrift chen aresthey alfo heirs 
“Bot wall things\: As the Father of the Prodigal 


Child :quieted.hisseldeftSon,. when he repinedsand 
g > | 


it wmvas difcontenred. with the bountiful Provifion that 
ymwas made for:his Brother, the‘ fatted Calf, and the 


493 4 


“ Mbpelt Robe, a:Ring,'¢c.: when himfelf had not a 

iY kid to. make merryiwith his friends, Son thow art 

‘mever.with me, and all that-I have is thine, Luke 1 G3. 

Ne Vhe dike may be faid to fuch of rhe fervants of God 

i gas ace. under'a. temptation ta xepine and:be difcon- 
A. 
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118. The Plea of (uch as are troubled, &c. 


cented, becaufethey have but little, and many that! 
follow the fame courfe that the Prodigal Son: did, 


' enjoy abundance, and have fuftained no loffes , yeu” 


{ 


Shall ever be with tlfe Lord, and all the bleffings: off aa 
Heaven are yours,and {hall be your portion for ever 
And is not this enough to fatisfie you. fiction 
WE CAF. Er : 
Objet. 17. Jt 3 not my own private lofs that tromag™ 
bleth ne, I could have born that contentedly, if only I andy!” 
my family had fuffered and been undone by this firey bat yuh" 
ain much afflitted to fee London the glory of England,they™ 
chief and principal City of this Nation laid in afhes, andy a 
t0 fee [a many magnificent Buildings, {0 many goodly” 
Churches, ftately Halls, fair. Honfes, ufeful Hof pitals,8ec.y" 
demolifhed, It grieves me to think of the many thoufandy' 
families that are ruined by this fire, and of the great. diffs bigllamd 
cultiesand hard{kip that many good people are like to-meekyl 
with;who lived very comfortably whilft this City ftood in its\)"™ 
glory. lt troubleth me to think of thedecay of Trade, andy ius’ 
povertyJand mifery,that 2s like to follow this dreadful firey's tho 
Lf it had not been [uch a general,fore,@ dreadful judgmentyhs +i 
I fhould net have been fo much troubled at it as now’ I amas “nj 
Anfy. 1. Icistheduty of all.the Inhabitants off! 
thisLand to lay to heart, and to be much aftected|i%, mi 
with this folemn hand of.God. Whenthe Amalekitegy) ‘yi! 
had burnt Ziglag with fre it is faid, 1. Sam. 30:1, appa) 
David and the people that were with -him lift up thew| weD 
woyce and wept, wutil they had no more power to weeps sufferings 
Higlag wasnotcomparable to London, and if Daoimhje.3.11 
‘and his men wepttill they could weep no more? fom yn lh, 
the burning of fuch a {mall place as Ziglag, HOwm. He: 
ought we to be affected at the burning of this famous jens tis( 


p | 
ee 
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City? When butewo perfons Nadad and Abihu had rte (Go) 
fuffered by fre that came out from the Lord and de= | ir, 48, 9 
voured them, God calls to all J/rael to lament che pie wy 


burning, } 


ut The Burning of the. City, 8c. Ir9 
burning, Lev. 16, 1,2,6. Deryour ‘Brethren the whole 

i, Bonfe of Lfrael, bewail the burning.which the Lord. hath 

lis, fl -Rivdled, . Howmmuch more are we concerned to :be- 
wail this burning wherein fo many thoufand families 
have been fufferers 2. When» Nehemiah heard of the 
afflition of the fews, and thatthe wall of Jera{zlem 
“was broken down; and the Gates thereof burnt with 
fire, he fat down and.wept,and mourned certain days, 

om and fa(ted, ahd prayed, -Weh.1.-2,3,4. yet then 2Ve- 

§ Jemiah was ina very. gaod condition in refpeé of his 
kod Own concernments , he was) inigreat favour at the 
Court, he had agreat place, hewastheKings Cup- 
yg bearer, and whenrhe King demanded of him; why 


Whitdsu@y Anis. countenance, was fo Sad, feeing he was not 
y thf tack, he replyeds: Neb. 2.3. Why fhould not my 
wat die Lonntenance Le fad, when the City the place of my Eas 
lhe ton thers. Sepulchreslieth waffe, sand the Gates thereof .are . 
v fuliie Confumed \ with fire? We \havesmany  inftances of-y 
Servantsof God. lamenting \ Gods judgments on o- 
thers thouph they themfelves, havé efcaped, J/4..22. 
mth 45'5-Leobk away from me, Iwill weep litterly, labour not 
-t0. comfort mex becaufe of the {poiling of the Daughter 
of my People, for.it is aday. of trouble and of ‘treading 
in down, and of perplexity, by the Lord God of Hoftsinthe 
Falley of Viffon. It. was-novhisownlofs or damage 
B® that the Propher thus’ lamented; ‘but the fpoiling. of 
ii pt the Daughter of his people; fo Jeremiah bemoans the 
| fufferings of the» Jews as if they: hegfe Hggthis own, 
Fer. 8.21. For the hurt of the Daughteriof my People 
gm Lhurt, I amblacky aftonif:ment bath takenhold on 
we: He did not) only weep for the miferies of the 
Jews: his Country-men, bucéven for the cMoalites, 
when God was féndiog great. judgménts upon them, 
Fer: 48. 31; 32. Therefore will I howl for Moab, and I 
hy will cry out for all Adoab, mine heart bal] mourn for the 
“hoefh I 4 WEEN 
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120 Groants of Subusiffion under, &c. QT 


wiehof KirheressO Kine'of Sibmab, Dwill weep for thee 
with the weeping. of fazer Hse Whionturs Ve Sha S|) i 

2. Though we may and ought tomourn , yetwel 
muit not repineat the defolations thar arecomé apy 
on) this famous City’, .or Jat the fufterings that any ji 9 ¥ 
Peérfons or Families, orche Nation én general hath |i, «i! 
futtained, or may: faitain by this fires: but ‘we mutt isis," 
all: acquiefs imche will of ,God, and to promote our mpg 01 | 


{ubmitlion to God under.this dreadful jadgments: | Lgh/al te 
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pt | 
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will fuggelt fomefew confiderations; and fo conclude il hr {wi 
my Antwer to thefirft Queftion. ! y nds gor 


z. dt is God that harh done thisipreat work, the} 
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heoring whereof maketh our ears to tingle, and Bani were 
therefore thoughiir caufe never fo much forrow? tol itis 1 


our felvesor othérs, we muft notfay one word. by ¥ ind wit 


way ‘of murmuring and complaint. again{t God; \Z/ae Ip ints! 
33.15: What hall. fay 2 he hath both {poken unto me, Mw 


and: bimfelf hathdoneit, I fhall g0fafely%all my sears WB met 
in the bitternefs ‘of my. foul. Plal..46. 8, 10..:Come, @ 
lihold the works of the Lord , what defolations, hee hath! 
542 ‘ite 172. the Earth,~Be till and know that I AW God. q | 
TEhereafon that made EX fubmity.when-God did to MR, 
his: particular family {uch cthingsias made borhsthe ff 
earsof\ everyone! that heardthereof to tingle, J¢¢s \ 
the Lord, let hin do what fecmeth him good, 1 Sam.3/%1, 
£8. Thefame fhould make us fabmit,when {ach things | 
betalla City or Nation; asmaketh the ears of all chat | 
hearthéreof totingle. Ic isthe Lord, lechimdowhat § 
feemeth him good. 7 S ; 


—_ ve 


<0 2. God witlbring glory to his:Name by this fore My, 

judgment which’ heath broughe: upon this great My. fi 
oe F ° “dl | Waal 
Coty fai 25) 2$3. Thon haft made of a City anheap, Honan 
end of a defenced: City aruine—Therefore (hall the frrong yi. 


people glorifie thee, the. City of the terrible Nations (hall: 
fear thee Soaifo Ufa. 5. 16. in: fome of che former 
verfes 


12X 
Li" thierfes the Prophet had been {peaking of Gods fudg. 
nents, asVer/.9. CMany boufes thall be defolate, evan 
\Wtiveat and fair without Tnhabitant. ‘And Vert: 13,1 §, 
Wi beir honourable men are familhed, and their’ multitude a 
MN tiyied. up with thirft ; the mean man fhall be tr ought | 
SAU, avd\the mighty mun fhall be humbled, —theq he 
‘We aqulgHs us, that ‘all thefe judgments fhould make for the 
Ot oo xalcing’ of Gods ‘slory , Verf 16. Bui the Lord of 
pl. Udofts. {ball ‘be ewalted in judgment, and God that is holy 
all be fanttified in righteon{nefs. Now the exalting 
l@’Godsiglory isof more concérnmenr, than all the med jin 
laties, of Kingdoms of the whole world. Aff things | 
ist, wire andowere created for Gods pleafure, and there- ine | 
MW pre ic is meet’ that ‘he’ fhould. gloriffe’ himfelf ae 
Hod eS and with \ all perfons and things, as feemeth | 
iM (Ood-inhisight , Revels 4.11. Thou art worthy O i} | 
imimWord to receive glory and bonour , and power, for thon BN 
Im) ashelE created all things ,. and for thy pleafure they: are ' 
10, Lon lids were. created. We fhould yield up all thar we ee 
uw ’lubhave, and are, unto’'God to be difpofed of ‘by ‘him as 
|mGmiepleafech, .fo "he will but slorifie his own Name, 
ddidtd oh. 12.27;28, Nomis my fou! tronbled, and what [hall | 
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botthe hifay.2: Father fave me from this hours but for this Line 
ale, Ltinfale came I unto this hours Father Liorifie thy Hi 
San.3. 1) flange, rah ae 
ychthings) 3. Though this be’a very fore and dreadful judg- Rae ae 
ofall lent, ahd. many perfons fearing God have {uf ered bare i i 
ndonbaPeply» by ic,' yet cruly God is and {till will be’ sood Be 
| dfrzel, even'tofuch as are of aclean heart. When aay 
p hislorth ree(alems che-chief City of Fudzh wasruined, and AT 
this orathiedah’s “fal—followed upon Ferufalems ruine, ~ yee i / P i 
yj bean Od commandeth his Prophét toteH the righteous in ent, 
|i frnpemiditiof chefe defolations} it fhould go well with ‘ 
dion fl @M, Tf. 308,10. Ferufalems is ruined, and pee hs 4 
g frntt/len, becanfe their tongue and their doings are Sei 


vel a 


aI a 


~ et 


122, Though the Burning of the City be a fore Qu) 


the Lord, to provoke the eyes of his glory. ‘Say ye to til 
righteous, it (hall be well with him, for they [ball eat tin 
fruit of their doings. When God vilited: Ariel wil | 
flaming fire, and other dreadful judgments, -he prog {is 
mifeth to comfort. and fuppore his own people in cligmy, 
midft of thofe troubles, 7/1. 29. 6,19, Thon (hale oovtl 
vifited of the Lord of Hofts with Thunder: and Eareguce ' 
quake, and great Noifes with Storm and Tempeftsy aygs.s 1h 
the Flame of devouring Fire. The meek a!fo [hall smhuiiy ™ 
creafetheir joy inthe Lord, .and the poor men ameong [Magnnitiivi 
rejoyee inthe Holy One of Ifrael. God will make ‘thiprfy: jv 
dreadful judgment fo far from hurting any of his'fenph bis j 
vants,that it {hall conduce tothe good of all chat loyyul. Whe 
his Name throughout the whole Land, Roms; 8. 2ifitieto dv 
We know that all things work, together for‘ good to thei then, Z 
that love God, to them whoare.the called. according tod wl 
purpofe. Ree Te ud hy miaf 
5. Whatever this.great City. was before its: defepeue ta 
lation to tts Own Inhabitants; or,to any.of,Gods. fegpilvation : 
vants in.any parts of the Nation, all that,God willbe dy fh 
to hisown people now that it is laid waft... E fhall itp hie « 
{tance in fome particulars, Wls ond 5 

Was this City the glory of. England, the Crowe pins of pr: 
of the Nation, and are we ready to fay with Phimehte Buyin 
has his wife, when we behold theruines of this Gifnn tyy/, 
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| 
Jie ¢) Qt. Judgment, yet we muft acquie(s inGods Will. 123 
¥ Hi fa, 62. 3. Thon (halt be a Crown of gloryinthe hand of 
ihe: Lord, and a Royal Diadew in the hand of thy 
Ari] 70d. 
ts, | 


Naar 


Brrength of ‘his anointed, Ila. 25.4. Thou hoff been a 
iti, trength tothe poor, a ftrength to the needy in his diftre[s, 
MMU iti refuge fromthe florm, a (badow from the heat, when A 
Noisbe blaft of the terrible ones is as aftorm againfe the 
llttatliyall.. When the fervants of God have no walled int 
) kin SM Sities to dwell in, God will be a wall of defence hl 
fio them, Zech. 2.5. J, (aith the Lord’, will be unto | 
ining iiner a wall. of fireround about, and will bethe gloryin pane | 
he midft of her. . When they have no Bulwarks to A 
ite ity ecure them, God will be their ftrong City, and his | | 
0k Malvation fhall be their Bulwarks, J/z. 26.1. Jn iad he 
Golnillihat day {hall this Song be [ung in the land of Fudah, aed bt 
Thallifive Lave a ftrong City, Salvation will God appoint for ey 
BValls and Bulwarks: This Song was compofed fora a4 
tie Goong of praife after the Jews were delivered. from rh 
witt Pilmhe *Babylonifo captivity , and at their return they ie 
sof hismound Fernx/alem in a broken, ruinous condition; and Be te UR 
orwidmome might be afraid to inhabira City that had no Wu 
¢, TiN alls. nor_Bulwarks, whereupon the Prophet tells a a 
ysrelmem, their City fhould be ftrong, though it wanted eh t 
vel ttedmputward Fortifications ; for God would appoint Sal- ee 
wy hitmfationfor Walls and Bulwarks. Wve 
yi Was cthis.City a San@uary., and a place of re- ena 
yamuge to any of the Servants of God? Though this peat 
witmpace of refuge be gone, the Lord continueth {till § 
ijjemo be a refuge to his people, P/al. 62.8. Truft in . 
(Bin at all times, ye people, pour out your hearts before 
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‘24 Though the Barning of the City be a fore Q. Qt Tul 


him, God isarefuge for us. Pla. 9.:9% The Lord alf@is ty 
will be avefuge for the oppreffed, a refuge in times ole att! 
trouble. Ila. 8: 13,14. Santtifie the Lord of Hofiy wor 
himfelf, and let him be your fear, and let hiwsbe youl hy ; 
dread, And he frail be for a Santinary, Pfal. 46.1. Golk,, bene 
is our refuge and firength, a very prefent help in trou| sti ; 
ble. Ma, 32. 2.4 man hall be as an hiding plag| mm 
from the wind, and a covert fron the tempeff ts Ri Ss Gade 
vers of water in a dry. place 4 as the fhadow of a grea eth 
Rock in aweary Land... This Man ts the Man Carif| Whe ! 
Jefus, asheisttyled, »t Tam,.2¢ 5. And.at, this tim, wit 
when the.Prophet J/xiah tells the Jews that Chrif] Hts 
fhould be their hiding place from the winde, and) en 


i) 


covert from the ftorm, be tells'chem of the deftructi| bi ft 
on of their Forts.and Strong-holds, ver14. | 


Was this City\a place of great Trafick, wher 
was vended all kind of merchandize,,.and fo was if), 
means of enriching many, and is trading now kif, ,, . 
to fail, and poverty coming upon multitudes likeli ,., 
armed man? There’ isa \merchandize whichis beth. 
. ge GASES ‘ 3 uly p 
ter than. the merchandize ‘of Silver and Gold, af 
which we may read, Prov. 3.1314. Happy is th,» 
man that findeth Wifdou, and the wan that gettetihy : 
Underftanding, forthe merchandize of it is better thal. 
the merchandize of Silver, and the gain thereof thal 
the gain of fine Gold. They that aré by this fire dif] 
abled from trading; may Trade.as freely for eht 
sherchandizeof Wifdom:as ever. Whenmony fala” 
God willbe inftead of mony tous, Job22.25. THE.’ | 


+ \ f 


7 4 . ' lef\A 
Almichty (hall be thy Gold... So the words may BG) 
oO ¥ b, y Ml Hp srokh 


rendered, asis intimated in the margentof our Bil, eat 
bles,..and according to this Tranflation the feta, 
is, When God doth not give his people: filver ange) 
gold, he will be in. the ftead of filver and oly.” 
unto them, and they. fhall be as. well by vertue og.” 
| wha” 
ty 


/ IQ. 12) Judgment, yet we mult acquie(sin Gods w 


Hn BUHat they enjoy in fim, . as any man ca 

cal lhe greateft plenty of Silver and, Gold. i 
lehole world. When your Treafuse that 

yy pyvont to'come in by trade faileth, he will give 
;,glou betcer: Treafure , 2a. 33. 6..° The. fear of the 
i puord is hz treafmre. 


Are many thonfand: Families undone by this bura- 


: : ng: 5 God arr < as ealily pro' \ Tig 4 tes f¢ a many thoufa 1] d 
© Mamilies that | awn nothing to live uf thes er: for one 


han.W hat hadall Z/rael to live upon when they were 


bi 


‘Bothe Wildernefs belides the promife and providence 


4 


ff God? there grew no corn in the Wilderness, 


| 


gieither were there ; any Markets to buy provifion, yer 


Bd fod cf rhe pee 
z0d fed them forty years together in that defolate 


/eVildernefs in a bountiful manner , although th 


yas a very great multitude of them. There went about 


om | hundred thoufand out of Egypt, befides children, 
Bevod. 12.37. 


Are divers Hofpitals and Alms-Houfes wherein 


inj Maany poor Bore lived comfortably , confumed by 
mois Fire, andthereby the poor in dan; ger to perifh? 


The God of thefe poor people continues ftillas mind= 


“Bol of their sacelh ities, and as able to helpthem as 
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ver he was. God by his providence taketh a fpecial 
lare of eae diftrefied perfons, efpecially of fuch 
oor people as bed tohim. He hath laid up good 
hings in ftore for them, Pil. 68.10, O God, thon haft 
Wrepared of thy g goodne(s for the poor. Whea tl ley cry 
> God, he will hear them, | Pfal. 69.33. The 


Bord heareth the poors When they are in want, he 
pil provide bread for them, P/al. 132. 15. J will 


bandantly blefs her proviyson , I will [atisfie.-her poor with 
Bread, When they are in affliétion, he will deliver 
Bem, Fob 36. 15. He delivereth the poor in their af - 


Mittion. , When any would deprive them of their 


4 right, 


= a ye F Ba, ng 
je 3 : —_ 


' Whea they have no body that looketh afrer them t¢ 


| 


126 This Fudement fhall work, Q.1) 


right, the Lord will maintain their right, P/al. 140g". 
12. I know that the Lord will maintain the caufe of th. * 
affliéted, and the right of the poor. When they are opye™’ 
prefied, if they do but figh to him, he will helgp*)* 
them, P/ul.'t2. 5.. For the oppreffion of the poor, for chigts *™ 
fighing of the needy, now will I arife, faith the Lord, Wie 


will fet him in fafety, from him that puffeth at him ohn 
nde this 


fa 
. ~ 
inthe atlt 


relieve chem, God will relieve their neceflities, P/a/qu 
146.9. The Lord preferveth the: ftrangers , he relieveth ee CO0t 
the fatherle{s and the widow. When they are in {traits 
and dangers, if they commit themfelves to the Lord) 
he will betheir helper, Pfal. 10,14. The poor cons 
mittethhimfelf unto thee, thou art the helper of the fa 
therlefs. | 
5. This great and dreadful Judgment fhall pro-|—— 
mote the fpiricual and eternal welfare of all the Ser 
vants of God that have been fufterers by it. Ic fhall 
promote their fpiritual welfare by making them morg 
holy. Heb. 12. 10. He chafteneth usfor our profit, th at 
we might be partakers of bts holinefs. None of Gods 
chaftenings are for the hurt, but for the profit of h¢ 
Servants, Pfal.'119. 74. tis good for me that 1 havel 
been afflitted, that 1 might learn thy Statutes. Though} 
their affl'ions may caufe forrow and grief, yet cheys 
tendto the bertering of their hearts, Eccle/. 7.3. By 
the fadne(s of the countenance, the heart is made bettetay 
And as this judgment fhall promote the fpiritual , fo} 
alfo the eternal welfare of the Servants of Gods 
2Cor.4.17. Our light aflistion which is bat for a mien 
ment, worketh for us, afar more exceeding , and eternally 
weight of Glory. Jamest. 12. Bleffed is the maw thaby 
endureth temptation, for when he is tryed, he {ball receive . 
the Crown of Life which tke Lord hath promifed to them\ 
that love-bing. p 
Thus] 


\ 
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Wy.t. for the good of the Sufferers. 127 
fu Thus having laid down fome confiderations ; for 
‘wl ine quieting and fatisfying their mindes that have been 
it) teogfireat fufferers by this Fire, and propofed fome things 
il tel be practifed in ordér'td ‘thé Obtaining of content= 
in, fuiiiient, and havibg anfwered the moft material pleas, 
nel) Mat without being removed, might hinder thofe that 
ina ave heen gréat fufferers from fitting down fatishied 
tertlen@ginder this, hand of.God.: I -fhall adde no more a- 
lites fone the firftquettion, but proceed to the refolution 
herelevy if the fecond. : 
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228 We muft look onthis rod as the vod of God. 2 Y d 

ee 3 | . Bi devout 
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| Gon : QueEsy. 2. 
i | What ufe fhould they make of | their A 
‘ \. fliétion;, who bave loft their whole, 0 


ln, © ghe 
Wan the 


any part of their Bftates by the lath’. 
Dreadful Fire? Biche ¢ 
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MN Bee about 
Bie at, tat. 
ay : Ano. 1, Ook upon this rod, as the rod of Goegensnti 


OS: It is both our duty and our wifdotmanlal c 
ae to eye God in all our affliations , and to look upogitlenp 
ee them as coming by his appointment, Micah 6.9. THebildren) 
ay Lords voice crieth antothe City, and the mean of wifdortien, he | 
foall fee thy name, hear ye the rody and who hath appointed of G 

My it, ‘There isno trouble whatever comes Of ir felt ¢ itn 404), 

Bi by chance, Job 5. 6. Affliction cometh not forth of EM ronogn 

duff, neither doth trouble [pring omt of the ground. BYBp say 

all affl:&tions that come either upon Nations.or pati 


i h— 


a = 


a culat Petfons are fent and ordered in all their circum) 
hin {tances by the wifdom and Providence of God, 4am 


Se 6. Shall there be evil ina City, and the Lord hath nt 
doneit.. Ifa. 45.7. J form the light, and create darkuefi 
Mi re I make peace, and create evil, f the Lord do-all the 
wh i} re things. Eph, 1. 11. Who worketh all things after t Minit 
hehe counfel of bis own will. ‘hen any man ismade pOOmm },4,, 
mi ae itis the» Lord: maketh him poor, 1 Sam.2. 7. Mich 
i ( hee? Lird makech poor, and maketh rich he bringeth low aii: cist 
Seal ant liffech up. “When Fire ts kindled in any City-, CH Lo, : 
: Bi, 


Bey God fends it, and gives ic a commiffion what honfesMtity),, 


4, Lay ; 
Red up ap 
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Cu, Q.2. This afflittion muft be laid to heart, 129 


Ihall-devour after. it is kindled , Hofea 8.14. JZ will 

end a Fire upon his Citiess and it {hall devour the palaces 
hereof.. Though’men or other creatures may be the 
nitruments of conveying our afflictions to us, yer we 
nuftlook beyondthemrothe hand of God for as 
whrift faid ¢o Pilate, Fubn 9. 11. Thor couldef? have 

00 power. at all againft me, except it were given thee from 
abowe ; the. fame is true of every Chriitian, no man 

or Other creature hath any power ro do him hurt, ex- 
feptit.be given them from God. There is fuch aa 
ledge. about the perfonsand fubitance of every. godly 

han, thatthe Devils themfelves cannot.couch any 
hing that belongeth to him, without leave from God, 
Bob. 10. When the Sabeans had taken away - fobs 
‘ov 0' Wi Dxenand. Affes, and. the Caldeans his Camels, and 
wiliiaranhad canfed Fire co confume his Sheep, anda 
sreat. Tempeft had blown down the houfe where his 
shildren were eating and drinking y and had flain 
hem, he looks beyond all thefe inftruments to the 
mand of God, aad cryes, fobt.215 The Lord hath 
file Maken away. .We wrong and bé-lye the Lord when we 
fr lo nocown him either. in his word ,,or in ‘his works, 
iis Were 512%. They have, be-lied the Lord, and {aid it w 


1 pil ot be.— : 


nent 
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ia. Lay.co heare'this hand of God that hath been 

omitted up againit you. Tobe ftupid and fenflefs under 

| (| he hand of God, is a great fin, yet many perfons of- 

. uqmend in this kinde, J/z. 42. 25. He bath poured xpon 
nile Mamie the fury of his anger, and. the ftrength of Battleand 
4) \ibehath fet him on=fire ronnd about y yet he knew is 
nihlnaniae ; and it barned him, yet he laid it not to heart. Jer- 5.3. 
2 Lord, are not thine:eyes upon the trath 2 thou haf 
‘ein tricken them, but they have not grieved , thow haft con- 
— K [urea 
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To T his affliction mut be Laid tobexrt. Qt 
[Rmed them, but they have refufed to receive cirrettion 
Ibis mentioned as an assravation of Pharaohs fin, thal 
Hie did not fet’ bis heart to“the'fodements of "Gow! 
Bit made a light matter of them! Baod. 7:'23. | Anil 


Phirach turned andiwent intd his hoxfey heither did ‘he fel. 
hisheart to thialfo.' When'we dd noc lay to ‘hear gh yi 
Gods Judgments; either threatned'or execnted 5 tinh... 
provoketh God tocurfé our very bléffings, Mal. 2.24 J oil fi 
If ye will not hear, of ye will not’ lay’ it to heart, to gid) 
Glory unto my Nome, faith the Lord of) Hofts, 2 wil even.» \hi 
Jend’a.curfe mpon you, and I wilcarfeyonr ble ffings+: Veal) | 


of Gady we defpifé the chaltening of the Lord;' atin} 
we milt be as careful to. avoid that fing as {we'are; no) 
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fo faint under Gods Correction, Heb. 12.5." Aly fan, 


defpife not thon the ch: flening of the Lird, nor Faint woe. Ne 
thon «rb rebukedof him. Suchavare carelefs-and reih 


sardlefs under the rébukes of God dotheréby Bra: 
) ¥ 


yoke God ro defttdy them, Pfals 28's. Betafe theh.,: 
veg ard not the works of the Lord, nor the operabiohs of Til... 


hands} he fball defiroy themand not bald them ap: ’ 


‘Wfany-asky how thould wéYay this afflittion tc 7 


heart > 


I anfwer, 1. Confider ip yourhearts, that byf. n° 
: : ; SIDW 


this Judgment God teftifiethr apainft you, that thereg, iy 
isor hath bees fomerhing in your heates ‘or’ lives thay | 
ig difplealine ro lim: Rath xe 21:2 went our fail any 
the Lord hah Ubaeht me hom?” again empty—-The Large 


bath tefrified Ain eve,’ bnd the Alenighty hath ofirlteg Rats 


wes and: chévefore. commhuae wih y ot hearts, ane 
fay; whathave k Wéne to*provakethe ‘Lord to-deay 


thus with ie? °* Ss * 


me Pik 


MAY 


22°So lay rohéare this'a fiction; ‘avto humble yours, a : 
felves: under elie ‘ihighty’ hand “of God. Tire Loreg, 


threat: 


| 
NQ.2. Hom we fhould lay to heart our afflictions, \\13t 
Injng@eoeataed Z/rael with dreadful Judgements when they 
if gcontinued {tour and proud under fornier Judginents, 
fd, 9: 9, 10,13, 12. All the people fballknow , even E= 
jij, peeraim and the Inhabitants of Samaria, that {ay in the 
ly ty e146 24d fPontnels of heart, the bricks aré fallen down, but 
jmee will build with bemen: fPones 3. the Sycamores are cuit 
| Lor» but me will change thens into Cedar ss therefire the 
wi 4, cera will fet up thexadver(aries of  Rezin againft bins, and 
Oe bis enemiestogether; the Syrians before, and the Phi- 
i, Bueines behindes and they (hall devour Urael with opeit 
‘ Miaouth, for alt: this hes anger isnot trned away, dwt his 
“4. grand is feretched ont (til. God expeéts that we 'fhould 
‘ne tumble our felves when, his. handis lifted up again 
nh Ris. 1 Pete $6... Humble your Selves ander the mighty 
Mi Wand of God, that he waay exalt youin due time, Lam. 3s 
y my} 9, 208. Remembring mine afflittions, and my mifery, the 
"I" ornavood and the gall, my foul hath-them frill in yemense 
rance, and is humbled in vse. | | 


a(@bii (Pi 


' i * ‘ 
oeph wy iy 
erCoy prt 


3- 80 lay to heartthis affli&tion, as to mourn more 
or the fin that provoked.God to fend this affliéion, 
hah for cheaffli@tionit felf, Ede: 5.16, The crovpn 
tfallen from our head, wo unto i that we have finned; 
they bewail: their fin more than thé “lof of 

Baer. dignity. They .do not’ fay’; wo unto Og; 
pi goe “Crown is fallen 5 bute wovunto us ‘that we 
, HeRave finned , fer. 3. 213 A voice was heard “pon the 
it INN gh places, weeping and [upplications of the Children of 
WI Bracl, for they have perverted their may; and Forgotten 
it Bbe: Lord their God. Their Cities were burnt ; as we 
haha inay fee, Chap. 2.15. Yet they bewail che perverting 
ttt WE their way 5 more than che burning of their 
Lond ihonfes . | fe 
§ 4: Solay toheart this afliQionpas to bé rethefsun- 
im""Bil you have gotten the fins pardoned that broughe 
it M@lown this Judgment upon you} Pfal.2¢. #8. Look 
i K 2 , Apr 
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132 Wesmufl mindeGods teachingsin our afflittions. Q.2, | 


wpon mine afflittion.and my pain, andsforgive all my fins.) 
Pfal, 79.7, 859s. They have devotred Facob, and laid’) 
waftebis dwelling place. O remember notiagainft us fora} 
mer iniquities, let thy.tender mercies [peedily prevent us, || 
for we are brought véry lows, help ws QvGod. of our fala 
vation, forthe glory of thy Name, and deliver ws, arm \tat im) 
purgenvay onr.fins for thy Names ‘fake. When they) but 
were, Broupht low, and. their dwellings were aid | altu‘ion! 
waite, they beg twice with great‘earneltnels for ehe@)not, 0 
pardonof their lins.\.Oremensher not again/t us formpen | 33. 4. Om 
iniquities—purge away our. fins for thy Nanses fakes itn Prot 
5<oLay to heare,this affliction, vill, you. finde youre | fried wt 
hearts willing , and refolvedby Gods Grace to part | ourdwn'o 
with all your fins... THis is Godsend and.defign in all) Lord, whe 
afflictionsto purge:out our fins; Z/a27..9.. By thie | Prin. IS.3 
fhall the iniquity of Faceh be purged and this iscall Phe | on ul so 
fraitto take away bis fin. And chis.is our, duty when) 6.%, Beh 
are corrected by God, to abandon and forfake all @UB) part frm 
finsy Fob.34. 335 32 Sarcly it ds meect to be faid snk) wlais it 
God, I have born chaftizementy I. will not offend amy) loles tha 
mores.that which 1fee not ; teach thon me; if L bade) The wi 1 
done iniquity, Lwilldo.no mores po) make ule 0 
6. So. lay to heart-this efiction,as to give glory 00} nen en 
God, CUal. 2.2.df ye will not hear, and if ye will not Lay) tounier'; 
ft to,beart 4 to give.glory unto my Name—But of this 


more. afterward,. Bal, 94.1 
| wads iea | S| the word 
Or ee hs j ; S ae oly oe 3° eds ‘ fidion 

a , F, a . he e uh wANLIUII, 
3. Minde the.teachings of God under your pre} 1, (,j 


fent.affli€tions y\.confider-and fee what it is wih) bye}; 
God would have you.to:fearn-from this dreadful Figs) Hiri, 
which hath confumed fo. much,of your, and othe} m4 %,,),, 
mens Hitates: -As.God inftructed the Jews out of che fle 
mudi oF the Fires: Dents 4.82. Tne: Lord [pane ae fithibe 
yors on of the midft of the Fire. So if your ears were}, ~ 


m= f 


| Q.2) «What God wowid have us learn by this Fires 433 


“Bopen, you might hear God fpeaking to your fouls, 
i and inttru@ting you by this Fire. God is wont toteach 
Ja® his people fomething or other by every affliction, if 
Wi fo. be they liften. diligently tothe voice of his rod, 
Mi Pfal: 94. 12. Bleffed. isthe man whom thon. chafteneft, 
WO Lord, and teacheft hing ont of thy Law.’ Ic is. true, 
that fome perfons learn nothing by their afflictions, 
but the reafon is , not becaufe God communicates no 
Linttruction to them, but becaufe they either regard 
not, or do .notanderitand the voice of God, , Fob 
/® 33. 14. God [peaketh once, yea, twice, yet man perceiveth 
@ Bit not. Prov. 1.24. I have called, and yerefufed, Ihave 
MCW ffretched cut my band, and no man sregarded. We wrong 
aCOKE our Own foulswhen we flight the inftru@tion of the 
cignin Lord, whether he inftru us by his word, or his rod, * 
IDE Prov. 15. 32.) He that refufeth inftrwction, defpiferh his 
Nindli ® own foul’; and:do provoke God+to depart from us, fer. 
miei $6. 8. Be thominftruited, O Ferufalem, left my foul de- 
likealt Bipart. fro thee , lef I-make thee defolate—If any fay, 
(we ® what is icchat Godwould :have us learn by ourgreat 
i mi ® lofles that we have fuitained inthe late Fire?I anfwer, 
ili The way to underftand the voice of the rod, is to 
. § make ufe of the word; by fearching into the word, 
elon!’ § we may come to know the meaning of the rod, and 
wll nt @ tounderttand what it is which God would have usto 
Burott ® learn by our afflictions, as may be gathered from 
Pfal. 94.12, 1. fhall hinta few things-to you from 
| cheword, that God would teach you by this fore af- 
 Aiétion. 
voit? Be 2 God would have you learn that. it ts aneviland 
it @ a bitter thing to fin againftthe Lord , 'Per, 2.15, 19. 
His Cities are burnt without inhabitants—K now therefore, 
and (ee that it is anevil thing and bitter , that thou haft 
for{akenthe Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in theey 
| [aith the Lord God of Hafts. 
: sie K 3 2. God 


q | 
; 


thou wilt receive inftruition— 


3. God would have you learn righteoufnefs bythis Hf /«! 
judgnierit, Ifa, 2619. When thy judgements are in the) thy the 
earthy the inbabitanis of the world wih learn righteowl= Wi 


prefs.’ 


4. -God woaldhaye you learn obedience by: what, 


you have fuffered»: Ie is faid of Chrift , Heb. og, Bryer 
8. Though he were-aSon yet learned:he obedience bp the Urumtal 


things which he {uffered. This. was thé leflonthanGod 


learn't David by his.afliQions, P(aloirr9. 7m eds | 


Look: forme, that I have been ufflitted,: that] might.learh 
thy flatates. - Wherefore endeavour to obey God 


prayed it 


more readily and cheerfully 5 more. éxactly,, “and icits,, 


more fincerely than you have:done lieretofore: 

5- God would have you learn contentationin eve- 
fy.condition, both howto want as wellas how to a= 
bound, Phil. 4:11 t2.°T havevlearned in whatfoever 
tate Lam therewith tole content ;. Toknow both how tobe 
labafed, and d know homtoubound, every where and in all 


things I am inftrutted both tobe fall and to be hungry, bob | 
to abound and to fuffer need. When ctheApoitle wrote | 
this Epiftle, he was in bonds, Phil. 1..13. and had 


faffered the lofs of all things, chap. 3.8. and under 


{ - 
pen vy 
Ren). CONI 


heen inp 


May teacy 
1, See 


4 fh } 
W ihould 


his fafferings' God taught'‘him this excellent leffon of Bre hn: 


being content inevery {tare. 
6. God would teach you by this afi tionro pray 


oftner, and to pray.better, copray more fpirially, j 


nore fervently, more humbly, and morebelievingly, | 
eg Sets F :@ @ 7 ie 3 08 V5 . 7 g 
Ames | 


12. , WhapGodwowld. have as learn by thisFire. re. 


oN P Fames 5+ 430 Is-any among -you..afflitted 2. let im praz 
i ny When Gods judgments, arejabroad, God ttirsup ins 
. Wall people to pray, earlyin the morning, and late at night, 
Made and to pour out their-fouls andfpiritsin prayer; fe 
"Ph hh26, 8,.9.. Yea inthe way of thy jadgne:ntey O Lord, bave 
Mil ii we waited for thee.?. the defire of ‘our foul isto thy-name, 
"Ut wl and to. they remensirance of thee: with.my foul. haved 
| Adefired thee.in the nitht 5yeaywith my {pirit within we will 
CIMT feek thee early. for when thy:-judgments are im the 
a nth earths the inhabitaats of the- world will learn righteox{- 
righ mes. Our: Lord: Jefus alwayes prayed fervently, as 
| we may fee, Heb.'5..7, Who-in the dayes of hw fls(hy 
‘W Whit when he bad offered. up prayers and fupplications , with 
) Ti. Sl rong crying and tears. unto bine that was ableto fave bim 
vice yin from death, was heard in that he feared, But when he 
uthat Goll wasenrered upon. his fufferings, he prayed moreear- 
wii neftlyechanvever,, Lake 22.44. Being ivan agony. he 
vilileil prayed more carne sely. - 
obey Goll 4a 7-. LLearm hence, the vanity. and: uncertainty:.of 
yada xiches,.andall.worldly enjoyments, .This fuddehand 
re. Beunexpected. defolationwhiclris. come upon this great 
mineve-M City by. this dreadful Fire., .whereio fuch'a muleicnde 
ont wy Of Honfes:,..and fuchia. great.quantity of Goods have 
ha frre been.confumed ,and many’ thoufand Families have 
hmv been: impoverithed., doth plainly teach us the-great 
mine Uncertainty of worldly things and che great.uncer- 
win td Rainty.cthat isinriches, and all other worldly things, 
Wewtollg may. teach us feveral leffons ;1as, ) 
gill » T- Seeing we havewoalurance of worldly things, 
nd une we fhould not ferour eyes, or our hearts uponthem, 
refi We dhould.not:defire chém inordinately when.we 
® want chem. nor delight in them inordinately when 
wont Avebavethem,or mourn beyond meafurewhenwe lofe 
sian them, Prow.23.5.7rilethou fer thineeyes upon that which 
jenn 24, tat, for riches certainly wake themfelves wings , they 
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135 What the vanity of worldly things Q. 20: 
flee away. as an Eagle towards heaven. » They fhould be 
fo far from drawing our hearts, that they fhould not 
draw our eyes after them, 1Cor. 7229, 36,31: The 
time is (hort, it remaineth, that both they that have Wives: 
be as though they had none, and they that weep; as thongh 
they wept not, and they that rejoyee as though they rejoyced 
wot, and they shat buy as though they poffelfed not ; and’ 
they hat ufethis world as not absfing it, for the fafbion of 
this world paffeth away. : 

2.-$eeihg richés are uncertain things, we fhould' 
hot truft in them; bie in’ the ever-living unchange=| 
able God): 1:7im,6. 17. Charge them that arerich in 
this world, that they be not hi igh minded) *nor traft-in'un= 
certainriches ; 
all things to enjoy. 

3. Seeing we have no certainty that we fhallen- 
joy our: Eitares one day ; we’ fhould not defer doing! 
all the good. we can with what God “hath'given us, 
Lcclef. 1.2. Givea portion to fever, and alfo-to eight,’ 
for thou knowe ft not what evil (ball be upon the earth.Luke 
16.9, Make to your'felves friends of the mammon of 
unrightecn[ne[s, that when ye fail,’ they may receive you 
into everlafting habitations. We fhould not flip any op= 


portunity of doing good, Gal. 6.10. Ai we have opm! 
portunity, let us do good unto all men , efpecially unto thens | 


who are of the houlbold of faith. We fhould fot dee 


fer doing good with onr Eftates, fo much as one day, | 
when God gives us ability and an opportunity todo | 
good, Prev. 3, 27,28. With-hold not good from them | 
to whowit is due, when it isinthe power of thine band to 
doit; fay not unto thy neighbour, go and come again, and | | 


tomorrow I will give, when thou haftit by thee. 


4. Sceing there is fuch an.uncertainty inthe things § 
of this world, ehis fhould teach us the vanity and Bis /y, 
folly of fecking'to gec the things of this world by une: Bhp 


jut 


> but inthe living God; who giveth usrichly | 
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fbould teach ws.’ 137 
pitt and unrighteous courfes, Prov, 21.6. The get 
| ul li ae of treafure by a lying tongue, is avanity toffed to and 
0 Tileg-of then shat (eek: death. They that feek to get 
“e@iches by lying, or any other finful means , do feek 
‘hui heir own ‘death and.deftrugtion. And what folly is ie 
nino catt away an immortal foul, and to lofe’an erernal 
‘nt metingdom (for, Know ye not that the unrighteous [hall 
"Min dl ot inberit the Kingdom of Gody t Cor. 6. 9.) for gain- 
ng of that which a manis not fure to enjoy one day ? 
theré is a sreater uncertainty in riches'that are gor- 
ehunrighteonfly , than in thofe that are pained by 
fonelt means ; for God threatens fuch perfons with 
Pinmpbis Judgment, that they thall enjoy wharthey get 
buridiilifhoneftly buc avery litele while, Jer. 17. 1t. As 

he Partridge fitteth on eg gt, and hatcheth them not, [ohe 
hullenibae getteth riches, and not byright, (ball leave them in 
‘it doing ne wid ft. of hes dyes, and at brs end foall be afool. Prov. 
pent 361. prealth gotten by vanity (hall be diminifhed, but 
line dehifiie® that gathereth by labour [ball enereafe,°And as fuch 
mblkep itches continué buta'very little while; fo the Owners 
oma atave liccleor no comfort inthem while they do enjoy 
ive ygem. The accufations of a guilty confcience, and 
he curfe of God that goes along with their Eftates, 
mo wmvoubles them more then their Eftares do them good. 
Zophar {peaking of a man thar is unjuft in his deal- 
ings, faith, ‘he fhall have nojoy in his riches, nor qui- 
mnefs inhis Confcience, Job 20.17, 18; 19, 20, 22. 
He fhall not [ee the rivers, the floods, the brooks of ‘honey 
lind butter, that which he laboured for, he fhall reftore, 
ind {ball not [wallow it down; according to his (ubftance 
| all the reftitution be, and he {hall not rejoyce therein, 
* Gecanfe he hath oppreffed, and hath forfaken the poor, be- 
jetting @a(e he hath violently takemaway an honfe that he builded 
sci omsot, farely he {hall not feel quietne(sin hw belly—In the 
dou Mbne fs of his fufficiency he foal} bein firaits, every se? 
He ) 
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138 How to finde out. the fin Q. 2M! 


of the-wicked (hall come upomhim. Divers other pata”! 
ges theréare in chat Chapter.» Very dreadful to, fuels yy" 
as ger their Eftates in'a difhoneft way 5, which I forg!™ 


beartotran{cribe. Andithisis,farcher to be confider 
ed concerning: thofe riches shat are gotten unjuftly 
that although fucly riches, are,of very fhort.and un 
certain continuance, the, fin.and guile which is con! 
tratedin the getting of chem will remain upon th 


Jan{wety 
“4 ’ foe 


io, (0 ew 


confcience along time ;,and if there be not a.cimelyg 


and fincere repentance:,; a) mans fin. will accompam 


him tothe Graves, Fob 20. 11, His bones are fall.of ebm that 
fin of bis youthy which [ball lie down with bizsin the dap | 
and fromthence. his fins fhall, goalong with hinvg it 


the Jadgment-feat of \Chrift, Eccle/) 12. 14-.Ged (hag 
bring every work: into sadgesent with every fecret. thigh njier 


whether it be good, or whetber. it. be. evil. And. fror 
thence ‘amans’ fins: hall. .go.. along with shim 
Hell; atidthere vex and. corment, him like fireto aj 
eternity, Jamess. 3... Your gold and..jour flucris can 
kered, and the raft of \theng jhall bea witne/sagainft you 
and {halleat your flefh as it were fires ye have beapeda 
sren{ure together for the laft dayes- 
SE Ce Ta 4 il 

4. Gonfider. your wayes that you, may finde op 
for whiatiin ot fins God, hath laid his: afi Gtiomupe 
you. When God blafted the Jews in their Ettates, & 


uheweth then 
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calledtthem with great earneftnefs toconlider cheig) Stud 


wayes , Hee. Le SpG7- Vow therefore t hws {aith th 


Lord of Hojts, confider your mazes y 7¢ have {omen rstiem 
and bring in little —He. that earncth mages, earneth mame, 


gestopubitints abagwitheheles, T hus {aith the Lorde 


Hofts 5, confider your méayete, WW ben. Zeb had loft Li 
Eftate, ‘and was under, orher afictions alfo , hé.avaliigher. 
very defirons to finde out for what fin it waschat Gomi 1, 
contended withthim,, (Felt 3.'23. How: wzany, are mum hy 


jntqui ! 


). Be for which God aflicteth ws, ° 139° | 


‘ei 


Miquities and fins:;“maake raeto kiow my tran{orefiton and 
Lyjine Job 10.2. Shew' me wherefore thou contendeff 
ith mee lt any ask’, How’ thall we come to finde 
*cnltiae: for what,tins-God is contetiding. wich us’; 
(Lanfwer, 1..Go to.God and»pray to him as “Job 
mid, tofhew.youwhyhe contendeth with you, Fob 
D, 2. Jobt 3.23. andsatter you have fought to God 
yadifcover the caufe of his controverfie ,-obferve 
Bhat fins he brings to your remembrance 5 and {ets 
iccoMpiefore you, and gives you fecrerintimacions from his 
Jolj Magrit,. chac:forfuch and fuclva fin heis now correa- 
ined geyou.. © Intimes of affliction, God 48 wont by his 
iii hing bixic to prefent tothe view of: our:fouls the fins for 
Gul bich he correets us, Fob 36.8, 9,10. FF they be 
‘th ti tind in Fetters, and be holden in cords of afflittion , then 
Andi fhewerh thems their work, and their tranferefftons, that 
tivhin Hey have exceeded, he openeth alfo their ear to difcipline, 
thteo Mid commandeth that they return from iniquity. 
jib 2. Contider whar fin your ‘confciencés fugsefted 
gan youwhen God fir. fencyour affli@ion upon you, 
elie oft-times God reprefents tous by our confciences, 
fhac the fin:is for which -he-contendeth with US, “Aas 
lemay fee in Jofephs Brechren,Gen. 42. 21, They (uid 
¢ to another, we are verily guilty concerning o“r brother, 
that we fawthe anguilh of his foulswhen he befonght ws, 
mould not hear ; therefore is thisdifire[s come upon 1. 
3 Search mto Gods wordy and ‘fee for what fins 
0d hath been-wont co impoverith men, ‘and bring 
emdlow.in their Eftates + and-alfo for what fins'God 
gath eftver threatned or infliQedthis dreadful fidg~ 
ent of Fire; andif you findethat you have been 
lity of the fame fins, you may then know for what 
is you have faffered the lofs. of syour Eftates by the 
wiktnre Fires I will give fome’ inftanGesin- both kindes. | 
gl For what fing God hath eithersthreattied:or in- 
ae flitted 


San Te Sa 


~~ 


140 . Par what fins God fendeth 

Aided this dreadful. judgment of Fire , and they arg” , , 
fuch as thefe. PS ee 

1. Unbelief and diftruftof the promifes and pro ga” : 
vidence of God, Pfal. 78. 21,22. A fire was kindleiim hid 
again ft Jacob,and anger alfo came up egainft I frael becanf | iat the) . 
they lelioved not in God 5 and trufted not in bis falvationy 

a.. Neglect of prayer and. feeking after Godpit 
Arnos 4.6. Seek yethe Lord , and yefhall lives lefth is wis) 
breck sut like Fire inthe houfe of Jofeph and devour if §, Rel 
gad there be none to quench it in Bethel. pps ae a 

3, Forfaking of God after we have had much egy! 
perience of Gods goodnefs in. guiding us, and dehy!) 
vering usfrom many dangers, and beitowing maf atm 
other mercies upon us, Fer: 2.15, 17. His cities api in # 
burnt without inhabitant. Haff thow not procured this amy §.Mun 
ihy (elfyin that thon haft forfaken the Lord thy Ged, wiae ye) % 
he led thee by the way ? a 


on 44 
aH tH? Di 


4. Negleéting co fanctifie the Sabbath ina fpiritwal Lindh 


manner, or/prophaning it by doing fervife.or Gntiy Helm 
works, Jer. 17. 28. Jf xemill aot hearken to me to baby in he 
low the Sabbath day, and not.to bear aburden, evenentrin} 10, M 
in at the gates of Ferufalewt, on the Sabbath day, then wit(irm. 4 
E kindle a fire in the gates thereof, andit (ball devour PEW Gi, an 
palaces of Jerufalens, and it {hall not be quenched. © Sih, mi 
$: Taking of bribesto pervert juftice, fob 15. Di tho 
The congregation of hypocrites {hall be defolate , and fayentheK 
fall confume the Tabernacles of Bribery. Uae 
6. Oppreffion, and unjutt and unrighteous deal hl 
ings, 7ob 20, 19) 26. Becanfe he hath oppreffediand for ulces th 
fokenthe poor, becaufe he hath violently takePPaway a) Ch; 
boule that he builded not,, all darkuefs (ball be hid im BCs, 
feeret places, a fire not blown (hall .confume hina, it (aan thy; 
goill with bins that is left in bis Tabernacle, b evalaf 
7. Pride, Idlenefs, fulnefs of Bread, and neglet}m ij, 
of the poor yi Fgek. 16, 495 $9 Behold , this wag tl Mt hoe 
: inign me fey ne 
oe 


this Juderant of Fire, 


iniquity of thy fifter Sodim, Pride, fulne[sof Breall, and 
ibundance of idlene{s wasin her and in her Damghterss 
wiieitber did {le ftrengthen the hand of the poor and needy, 
"tiu@ind they were haughty, and committed abominction bea 
M \iualiaore me, therefore I took, them away as I faw good. Now 
the way by which God took away Sodom for thefe 
(ins was by fire, Gen.19; 24. . 
cm §. Refting inoutward Reformation without feeks 
ns efter a renewed heart, Jer.4. 4. Circamcifée your 
Melves to the Lord, and take away the fore-skins of 
Wmronn heart, ye men of Judah and Inhabitants of Fea 
Wy af zlemz, lef? my fury conte forth like fire, and burn that 
one can quench it, becaufe of the evil of yorr doings. 
whi . 9. Murmuring atcany of Gods Providences,though 
inGulmhey «be fuchas bring usinco ftraits, Wamb. 11. 1. 
When the people complained, it difpleafed the Lord, and 
ina(pitime Lord heard it, and his anger was kindled, and the fre 
iter te Lord barnt among them , and confumed them that 
stimulmvere in the uttermoft parts of the Camp. 
muti 10. Mocking and mifufing of Gods Minitters, 
ying Chron. 36.16,17,19. They mocked the meffengers 
if God, and de(pifed his words , and mifufed his Pro 
Mets, until the wrath of the Lord arofe againf? bis peo 
le, til there was no remedy, therefore he brought apor 
hem the King of the Chaldees, who flew their young mers 
vith the Swerd, ~-eAnd they burnt the Hoafe of God, 
tad brake down the Wall of Ferufalem, and burnt all the 
Palaces thereof with fire. 
jdm .1%-aChanging Gods Ordinances , and breaking 
iphimmets Covenanr, J/a. 24.5, 6. Becaufe they have tran{- 
‘kn refed the Laws, and changed the Ordinances, broken 
| phe everlafting Covensnt ; Therefore. hath the Cnr{e de~ 
woured the Earth, and they that dwell therein are defo- 
1 (am ate, therefore the Inhabitants of the Earth are burned, 
Me ayind few men left. 
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i142 «=r what Sins God fendeth thr, &e. 
12. Sins of uncleannefs, as Fornication, Adulcery 
ec. for'thefe God confumed Sodom and Gomorral 
with. Fire and Briniftone from Heaven, 4s we maya 
fee, Fude 7. Even as Sedom and Gomorrah, and the Cill 
ties about them’ in, like manner, giving themfclves evel , 
to Eornication, and going after frrange flelh, are fel sini 
forth for an example, faffering the vengeance, of eter shim 
nal fires | ae 
te Idolatry. Dest. 32.16,21,22,24.7 hey provoke agit 
hin to jealoufie with Prange gods;——Thej.bsve moved 
me to jealoufie with that which ts nob. God » they hav 
provoked: me to, anger. with their vanilitsy—~ A fire at, 
kindled in mine anger, and {ball burn tothe loweft Heh t\ ) 
and {ball confume the Earth mith her-increafe, and fe i 
on fire the foundations: of the. Mountains} 1 hey (rah VE, 
burnt with hunger, and devettred with burning heaty aag' >" 
with bitter defiruttion. ‘ om 
Severalother fits for which God. hath, ehreatng 
this judgment of fire, you may feeui the firkt, andi 
condichapters of Amos, and-alfo. nother Scripture® 
which I fhall not mention. ' | eee 
Conlider allo for what fins God hath taken. away" 
or diminifhed others eftares)sand- brought chemlory” 
and affiéted. them with poverty, and.thet\may hel 
you.to find outwourlins. for: which, Goud bath itt) 
poverithed: you. “Is issrue, thar fomeumes Gor 


I 
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li 


takés away ‘his Peoples éitares to. exercife and gg" 
their graces, as we feevin the cafe.of Je}, bur uly’ 
ally whenhe brings-us low and bereaves wssot Ou yy ib 
Effares, it is forourling> Pfals 106. 43. They: pray ib 
woked hin with their Goxnfels, “and were Lreught low for + Mak 
their inignities.\ 1an42s, 24. Why gave 5 acob: form Ue th 
fpoil, aad t fi raelty tperobbers? \ Did not tbe. Lord ‘4 rel 
againft wh ove we beve firmed 2 Jer. TS. t3- Thy fol : Me 
a 


fiance and thy Treafare will I give to the [poil, w chow 
| prieé 


price, anil ‘that for ‘all: thy fins, euen in ‘all thy bor= 
piers.’ Now the'fins for. which God. is:wontto take 


\ ne yg Way Or Eftates and bring us low, and'to fend pover- 


Vy are fich as thefe; 


bby gf t+. Unehankfulnefs for: what God:-hach siVen Us, 
}, a gind inftéad of honouring God. with ‘our Subftance, 


fap!bufing it tothe difhonour of God, Hof.2.'8, 9. She 
lid not know that I gave her Corn and Wine, and Oy/, 
bad multiplyed her Silver-and Gold which they prepared 


Loe yo OF Baal; Theréfore will] return and take amay my Corn 


) hmthe time thereof, and my Wine inthe feafon thereof, 
(gd will eecouer my Wool and my Flax Liven tocover her 


i tpakedne/ s; Two fins are here mentioned.asithe ground 
b pthy God“would:take-away not only:what was for 
thy dg euehe-atdsorhament, ‘as. Wine, Oyl,. Gold, Silver, 


nt mec: Out what was neceflary: to. their fubftance , as 
Porn, ‘and Woolsand Flax to‘cover their hakednets ; 


jopqae one Was,;they did not know, thatis, cake notice of, 
ih (ud acknowledge thatic was God gave them their 


pod and tayment, and.riches, and fo confequently 
» flid not givé-Godthanks for them;the other was, they 


iy gyqpeved themlnits, chey prepared chat for their Idols 


Bhich-God gave chem for:his own fervice. 
§-2.'Pride; When men prow prond of\ their riches 


fn ) 
| 
I 1 


| keh od ofe-cimestakesthemaway, Prov.29.235-4 mans 
“aus (ueae (hall Lring him low. 


ue ee. Negtectof. works of mercy: Prov, rx. 24. 
we bere ps thie fcattereth and yet increafeth 5-and there 


fie | that with-holdeth more than ts mect, but it tendeth'to 
BE vert{Ser® o> rants Ek 2718 Ve 


' me 4." Making‘over-much haft tobe rich, Prov. 28. 
ee Re He that baftethto be rich hath apevil Eye, ana 


JO Mifideretls notthat poverty halbcome upon hint. 

ed: Noe heeding the Commandments of God, 
eee 28.55 3 3,43, 440 DF thon wilt nok hearken 2 
| : be 
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844 Forwhat Sins God is wont toimpoverifh Men. Qa” 
the voyce'of the. Lord thyGod,, to. obftrve to do. all a rf 
Commandements 5 all-thefe Curfes [ball come upon thi ny . 
and overtake thée,——Theu fhalt be only oppreffed an. ae 

Alcralbed away,—The ftranger that s within theey {hall ge gi if 
up above thee very high,and thou (ha't comedown very Lor js 00 1 
He (hall lend to theeyand thou fhalt not lend to him, he frat 
be the head, and thou (halt be the tail. | | a 

6: Not. ferving. God cheerfully for che abun geri" 
dance of all thofe good'things which the Lord haggis! 
GIVEN uss cauferh. him:to take chem away., and epic! 
bring us into traits 5 \Dewk. 28. 47, 48s. Becam gt 
thon ferved/t not the Lord.thy God with joyfulne/s an eyo 
glednefs of heart for the abundance of all things , there M's, 0 
fore [alt thow[erve thine Enemies, which the-Lord (ha 
fend agdinft thee, in hunger and in thir ft s.and in nakea: 
nes, andin want of all things. pecs 

7. Rejoycing aetheruine and fufferings of others | i Th 
He. that: % ghad at, calamities» (ball; not be unpuni{bea. wen 
Prov. 17.5. and the punifhmene whichiGod fomepo Par 
times fends.on fuch perfons,!is the {poiling of cheig, and 
Goods and lofs of their Eftares, Exeks 26, 2,32: Be or, ! 
cau[e that Tyrus hath [aid againft Ferafalems Aha,Sh M0 jo 
ds lroken that was the Gates of the People; —S—~ Tae pion 
hall -reake-a fpoil of thy: Riches and make afpoil of th) ole yo 
Merchandifesand-they (hall treakdown thy Wallsyand He Weil for: 


zs Be. a Ge . : 
ee es 


2 a=" 


i! 


ftroy thy pleafant Hoxfes, | yeti 4 to hel 
Following of, vain perfohss  Prov.-28..%9, amedne 
vhats folloveth after: vain: per fons. {hall -have. poverp 
epdtghes ty wd RR sees, Mahipal 
9. Gluttony and. Drunkennefs, Prov. 23.28. TA} loi 
Drunkard aid Glutton fall come to poverty; and. drop Wile. 
nefs [hall cleath. adn with rags. and th 
ro. Refafiag inftruation ; Prov. 13.18. Powe Rin, 
dud |bame {halbibe to bie that refufeth Infiruttion. © Winn 
o1 BE Opprefing'the Poor, and giving of bribes by a eu 
iChe 
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Men, Ne This Fudgment isa lowd Call'to Repentance.» rag 

a al Rich; <Prov.22.16. \Heithat oppreffeth ‘the Poor tolin: 

ih vo his Riches,and he that. giveth to the Rich,{hall furs 

ice y come to want. ea teed, 

“oil @) Thus by obferving dutof theWord of God; for whae 

im inins God hath either threatned or inflicted this judg= 

hin, ae of Fire; and for what fins God hath impove- 
ifhed others; and themconfidering how far you have 

ieahijieen guiley-of any of thofe fins;you may find out for qa 

Loi hiirhat firs you have fuffered ‘lofs in your Eftates by ee 

ity, anlihe tate Fires Ae 

Bical) 4..\Gonfider for what fins God: did.oftenet: res artis 

yinle mikey oueicher by ‘his Word or Spirit; or Pravi=" 

li; hijlences, before this aflidion came upon yous and if 

Helin iofe. finsswere now reformed for which you have‘ 

mnmgeen often rebuked, then it is probable}, chat they 
te-thefins for which God fent this affli€tiony Deut. hi 

isotonie: 5---Thox fhalt confider in thine heart, that asa man } 

capuilimpaftencth hes fon,’ (0. tbe Lord thy God chafteneth thee; 

not liagow Parents firft admonith and'reprove their Chil- 

dingo diren, -and | if reproofs will not make their Children 

6 ytulmeform,; then they::také the rod and*corre& them 

y dug hen you have found out'the fin for which God 

yee correcting you, ‘you mutt confefs it to God; andé 

fil (@mble| your fouls for ic, and apply your felves ta Huse 

Wiliolaeitt for the: pardon of it, and bep prace from | 

pod to help: you'to leave and forfake it ; and this 


1, wapadech mero thenext:head. : | we 
ha | SEC Ty$. on 
jy 5+ Look upon this aflidion as aloud callfrom AEM 
a rod to.repencof andturn'from ‘all your tranfgreffi= Le ag |e 

as; and therefore: Jetithis judgment: awaken you to Bie eel 
18, B® Hpona {peedy, zealous, and unfeigned exercife a uN nn 
bn mid practife of the ducy, of Repentance; for this Fy) Opn 
‘wisi ONE Main thing chat God ae at when he ae Oa) 

q | ig ant 


| 
F 


, ae 


¢ & 
t 


| ) 


te 


tance, Joel 2,3, 126. A Fire, devoureth before thems jist)’ 


ih | ay Of Zion, by. the Spirir of Judgment, andthe Spirigpirs frm 
ae | of burning , //2.4) 4. (If: therefore you would ansp tit! 
a | i" {wer Gods defign) in this Fire; Jet this burning pugyitine a, 


+ you upon cleaning of your felves from all filehinefgyt i fits, 
both of the fleth and of the fpirit. God fets.a brand poniniqu 
upon fuch. perfons.for notoridus:finners) who are mtiyu to 
not led to repentance by. firch:anawakening jidgepetormtiy 
ment as fire, dmsos4.41. I have overthrown fome of Willy tak 
yon as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were). eth 
| ascaFire-lrand piucked ont of ‘the burning, yet have ye ea 
4 not returned untame, [aith, the Lord, I might give, 2, 
: you feveral’ reafons whi this jadgmenc fhould © put yal fy, 
Hebe you, upon repentance and reforming your lives} } fm 
edie ity ponder upon thefecwo or three: Ag 


1 If | 


% Wi Qa. Why Codi Fug. foinld lead ws to Repentance 245 
Sint: oa. IF you will not be reformed by this judgment, 
‘ty Euthough this was.a great and fore punifiimént, God 
hemaewill lay far greater and heavier afflitions tpoa 
"bt ayou, Lev. 26. 23,24. Lf ye will not be reformed by 
the[e things, ° bat will walk. contrary unto mes then will £ 
wlfo walk contrat) unto yon, and will panifp you yet fever 
times for your jon. sie, Aa a 
2: If this judgment will tot lead you to. reperi- 
tance, nor any other means that God fhall ofe wich 
you td turn you from yout iniquities, you will periffi 
eternally » and be caft both body and foul into Hell 
fire, and that,isa far mote dreadful fire; chan thae 
which confmed your houfes‘and goods, Luk. 13: 36 


eae 
) jt TnIgu 
Ma eg 
and rp 
nS Oy 
Judgrue 
Gre ree 
if, ! 
1 Ore they 
mM, y tie 
Mf de(o| 


m-ThmEccept ye repent ye [ball all likewife peri(h. 
w, ihm 3. God lays his command upon fuch as, até 


inder affliftion to depart from iniquity ; Fob 36.. 
frm B09; 10. Lf they be boundin fetters, and. be holden im 
the Climrords of afflittion, then he (heweth them their work, and 
the dei beir tranfereffion, that they have exceeded; he openeth 
Dapitentl{o their eat to, difcipline, and commandeth. that they 
Ine Sointretarn from Iniguity, Now ‘tis a contemning of Godg 
nouldgmo rebel. againit his Commandment.; and it. muft, 
caine pgmeeds be a great proyocation for a mah to. go om 
Wichita his fins; when God commandeth him to recurr 
owaherOm iniquity. Wherefore let this affliction ‘prévaif 
 godmvith you to fet upon the work of. Repentance and 
ning xeformation, and that you may. do it the more effe-, 
on immervally take thefé few direGtions: | 3 

iyum, 2- See that you turnfrom,.and caft away; not only 
vihomome; Or moit of, bac. all your cranfgreflions 5 Ezek, 
sisit (eS: 30> 3%. Repent and. turn yoar [elves from. all your 
ould parae(ereffions, fo iniquity {hall not be your ruine; Café 
Bway from you “all your tranfereffions whereby ye have 


mf abi 


1) I BY, rf 
vet Bran ereffed, ——— for why willge die; O Honfe oF 
Bfrael? leh | 
if La 4: Yoru 
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148 Why Gods Fudenfrould leads to Repentance: Q.1>| 
F 2, Your affliction fhould. cals iQ) to calt away) 
your fins-for ever. Some deal with their fins. as] 
Felix ‘did with Paul, Ad. 24. 25° Go thy way for this 
fim, when I have at convenient, ec 00, kwill call for} 
thee. “They put away their fins for a little time, bug) 
afterwards when. their aiflictions are removed, and @ 
they ‘have aconvenient feafon‘tor the. ‘Commiffion of, 
their fins, they call for them and imbrace them again. a 
when Pharaoh faw the Lightnings,, and heard the, maces 
thighty Thunderings,. le was willing to let Tfrael Somnite 10 
gue, Of Egypi,.and humbled himfelf for his fin; bue| Amiel 
when he faw that the Hail, and the Lightnings, andy tin 
Thunders were ceated,. Ke hardened his heart andi, 
finned 43 mich or. more, asever,  Eacod, 9. 27, 235 Main be j 
34,35. But thigis'not fuch a repentance as God Bijde( 
expects ing time of affl: ‘étion, he would -have us aq Bij yi | 
bandon gir: fins for, ever 2: . F0b 34. 31,326. Surely iby gyi 
iS meet to be [aid usto God, Ihave torn chaftiferent,L Wem, 3 
will not offend any, more> “tbat which I [ee-ntt, teach thow., nlelfh 
He. Riph Bape do ne dniguisy I will do nognore, HOl.8.14.Be[ 
I. ‘will Key “nd 4 Fire upon his Cities, and it. [hall devour: 

the Palacks anes aiid: ‘what, frijt’ did God’ expeé, 

chat this” fre {how Id produce ? Sach a forfaking 

22: £ 

oftheir ding.as, to return to themnd more, Ho/.1 4.9: 

a Epeiggliet [4 Pht have lL fo. ao any: more with) 
Tpols'¢. Re: 

ee Let" this. aff atc fon caule yout to. reform y OUR: 

Hearts as welf as your lives, Jer.4. 14,15 O. Pcrulalenae 

walh thine heart from mickedn ate thet “thou. maze /t bey : Se 
fact. ‘Hi Lon ng [hall th 2, vain thoughts lodge within Maa, .. 
thee? for a.viyce declareth from Din, and publift eth, yy 
Biting rom Wont Ephraim. Ezek. 18.2 1.— Make | ce 
de anbw beart, and a Em IR, ity [ur why will Bi die, OF. 
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Meat and hands toward him, if ini- 
Pay guity be in thine hand putit far away, and let not 
aS wickedne/s dwell in thy Tabernacles, Gen. 35. Q.% Facob 
“WUMgid unto his houlhold., and toll that were with him, 
Nt) MORE away. the Strange gods that are among 0%» and. be 
lean.  Fofbua did not think it fuficient to ferve God 
sachin felf but refolveth to engage all his family toferve 
Hols dithe Lord, [of.24.15. As for wae and my Honfe,we will 


lil dwwerve the Lord. | 
nme” 5. Set upon‘the work of Reformation {peedily, 


Enel 
rr 
IQtl 


onniinake no.delay; not fo.mach. asone day, P/al. 1g. 
HO. I wade haf, and delayed not.to keep thy Cansmande= 
wit ailigents. Heb; 3..7¢ Wherefore as the Aly Ghoft faith, 
loday if ye will hear his vice, harden not your Aarts, — 

(orm )ONDinis of thae fubril inlinuating nature, that though 
mi@t man be tinder conyiétions of an abfoluce neceflity 
ME reforming his life, and takeup (as he thinks firm 
pad ffronp)' refolutions to repent of his fins 5 if he 

wr not prefently’ fet upon-the work of repentance, 
ME he pu it OF but a day, he is in danger of having 
4s hearc hardned, and of continuing in an impeni- 
ment condition , Heb, 3.13. Sxchore one another daily, 
Bile it is called to day, left aay of you be hardned through 


a” deceitfabnels of fin, 
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6 You had need look to. your felyes that your | ia 
hearts be fincere and réal witli God’ in the exercife I eet 
of repentance; for fomethat feemto be very for- J ben he 
ward and «zealous in humbling of their fouls, and yi sal 
reforming theif lives in times of affliction, do but | [tS al 
flatter ‘and diflemble with God, and do nor turn ta alle 
God with 'their whole hearts, but only in a feigned } ae 
manner, Pfal. 78. 34, 35, 36,37. When he flew them, | aes 
then they fiught him, and they retui ned, and enaniven } sie 
carly afitr God, and they remembered that God was their birt 
Rock, and the high Goa their Redeemer: Neverihelefs ght 
they’ did fletter hins with their mouth, and they lyed unto\" «: 
hime with their tongues, for thei heart was not right wite ae 

‘ 5 Masks as.) : em repentance 
him, neither were they fredfaft in his Coyenant, Jer. 3.) 
to. And yet for all this her treacherons fifter Judch hath\""" 
not tarned unto me with hex whole heart , but feignedly, 
faith the Lord. 
* Now you had ‘need take good heed to your 
felves, that you do not lecthis judgment pals away 
without. being brought toa true and tnfeigned res 
pentance by it ; for repentance isa very hard work, 
and few perfons are wrought upon by their affliti= 
ons, to forfake their fins and reform: their lives, 
though God follow them with oné affliGtion after aa)™ 
nother till he hath even confumed’ aad deftroyed)) Mm 
them, Rev. 16. ¥0, 11,.—— They gnawed their tongmem | Noush 
for pain, and tlafphemed the God ef Heaven lecanfe of | fit ra 
their pains, and their fires and repented not of theie\¥" |i 
decds, Rev. 9.20,21. Theref of the mecu which were fing fire 
wot killed by thefe plagues, yet repented not of the works) “wn 
of their-hands, that they |hould not worfhip Devilss an i, 
Tdols of Gold and Silver, ——aeither repented they of their | Iimay ad 
Atarders, and of their Sorceries, nor of their Fornicas | Nlod 
sien, nor of their Thefts. Proy. 27. 22. Thongh thow§ 1 
frouldeft tray a Fool in a Morter with aPefeel, yet wilh) WK wy 
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Mh not his. foolifenels depart. from him. . And thisis not - 


cide only the cafeof profane men, but.of molt that pros 
‘M fefs themfelvesto be the people of God ; many: of 
vik oft Chem when they are corrected for their tins, do 
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yet goon ftillin their trefpaffes: When God fent fuch 


§ heavy calamities upon the Jews,that they were more 


biccer chan death,notwithftanding they were by Pro- 
feffion the people of God, . and their calamities were 


| fogreat ; yet fcarceany of them were led torepen- 
tance by chem, Fer: 8. 3.6. Death {hall be chofen ra- 
| ther than life, by all the, refidne of then that remain 
in this evil family —But were they bettered by thefe 
great afflictions?) Nota manofthem are broughtto 
‘B repentance, as you may fee, Yerf 6... hearkened and 
B beard, but they [pake not aright, woman repented him 


| of his wickedne/s, faying, what have I done? every. one 


turneth tohis courfe, asthe Horfe rulheth into the bat- 


B rel. The like complaint the fame Prophet brings a- 


sainft the Jews, Jer. 2.30. In vain have I {mitten 
your children, they received no correction, —The Pro- 
phet J/ziah complains alfoof the Jews that livedin 
his days that they were not atall reformed by their 
afflictions, Ifz.tage Why (bould ye be firick’n any 
more ? ye wilrevolt more and more; and yettheir af 
flitions were exceeding great, as the following 
words thew, The whole head ts fick and the whole heart 


faint, from the fole of the foot even unto the head, there 


4s no fotindnefsin it, bet wounds and bruifes, and puiri- 
are burnt with fire, your Land ftrangers devour iin your 


I may add this farcher, that it doth exceedingly anger 


1 the Lord, when fuchasare under affliction do not 
b eura to the Lord tharfmicechthem, and provokes 


God many times to fend uponthem fudden and ut- 
) L 4 ces 
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R52 What we fhorld dothatiwe wsay be brought Q.2.4 ih 
ter deftrnGion, #2. 9, 12,113; T4vs— Hes anger simi § 
noritmrned aways bat his: hand iso ftretched: out fill, 
for: thepeople‘turneth net unto hinathat fusiteth thews,, 
neither do they feck the Lord of Hifts, therefore: thie 
Lord will cut off frome Ifrael head and tail, branch -andit 
rafein one day. 4a 

It may be fome will fay, Seeing it is fuch an hardip 
Matter even for fuch as are in affli@ion to be broughie | (ii) 
to repent of, and turn from their fins, what means (9) 
fhall we. ufé that\wemay be brought to repentance |pliit« 


ipnayesy 


now the affliting hand of God is.upon us? This 

I anfwer; 1. Sit down and conlider your-wayes, a0 
that you may: fee whar is amifs inthem, and where= nicl 
in you shave gone‘ aftray from God ; confider. alfor Mpemuce 
ferioufly with your felves, into what endlefs and un- My led 
fpeakable mifery and torments your fins will plunge 1, Gv 
you if you do not repent of them: The Scripture ji nelit 
hath many paffages. to this purpofe, Rom. 6. 21, 23. Aldon de 
What fruit had ye thenin thofe things, whereof ye are now Word of 
afhamed ? for the end. of thofe things 2s deaths for the wa- Mouth 
£5 of fin “ death. Rom.8,13./f-ye live after the flefh, ye iit medi 
fhall die,—P{al. 9,.17.The wicked fhall be turned into Hell, Wbidion 


and all the Nations that forget Godse When David was in 


ine nnwe 


affligtion, he was reformed by-his affli&ions; Pal, Be ita 
119.67. Before I was afflitted I ment aftray, but now Breen: 
have I kept thy Word. And by. what means was he Meine 
brought co a. more diligent. obferyation of Gods | M19,” 
Word, when he was afflited2 It was by reflecting Br y/ : 
upon, and confidering his. wayes; as we may fee, Dist shi 
wero 59: I thought on my wayes and. turned: my feet Whi i 
wato thy Teffimonies.. There is a great efhicacy in By |, 
confideration of our wayesto produce Reformation, Wi,», 
Proy. 4.26, Ponder the path of thy feet; andeall thy | bie 
wayes fhall be ordered aright ; fo that Text is rendered: | ly vl, 
in the, margent of\our Bibles, -Ze will not only Mita. 

) . 


make 
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i gmake good'men to reform what is amifs in their 
thi wayes bue if a man chat hath lived’ a wicked and 
nf ungodly life, would fit. down and ferioufly confider 
tf Hits Wayes, itmight bea means of turning even of a 
"Mai wicked man from his fins, Exek. 18.27, 28. Wher 
_, [he wicked man turneth away frons his wickednefs that 
in bathe Bath committed , and doth that which ts lawful-and 
¢ rd right, he flall. fave his fonl alive; becaufe he confider- 
Mi Malet and tarneth away from all his tran{ore ffions that 
Pettancthhe bath committed, he {hall furely live, he [hall not 
ie. This Scripture fheweth plainly, that confide- 
Kwayespration. (Lecaufe he confidereth and turneth—).will help 
hdres wicked man to turn from allhis fins, by fuch a 
Huet alife@pencance as fhall furely fave his foul ; he (hall (urely 
Sand ueiwe, he (hall not die. 
plunge <2. Give your felves much to hearing , reading, 
Sttiptirfand meditating upon the Word of God. The Rod 
41,2, 8eldom doth good withour the Word; but whén the 
atm—@Word of Godis accompanied with his Rod, when 
firtkw-in our affli@ions we give our felves tofearch into, 
vi yegind meditate upon Gods Word, this will make our 
ino Hel, niflictions to work kindly uponus.. There is a di- 
dwasingrine power goeth along with che Word, and there- 
is, Pfal,frore it muft needs bean effeétual means tolead us 
;, gO. repentance, to converfe much with the Word; 
is ws Ie e@r tome places of #46 Scripture to this purpofe, 
of GoiP(al. 19.7. The Law of the Lord is perfett, converting 
rehectingiae fowl, Joh.15. 3. Now ye are clean through the 
may ee Vord. which I have [poken unto you. Ephef. 5. 26,27. 
i) in Wachrifk alfo loved the Church, and gave himfelf for it, 
fhcacy iigtAat he night fanttifie and cleanfe it with tke walh- 
ormuiom4g of water by the Word. Who areharder to be re- 
i Weelaimed chen young men who have {trong and un- 
enceri@culy paffions? Andwhoare morehardly kept from 
Ja than great men who can do what they ssa 
| an 


not oti 
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im 
niVAd 
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and none ¢an controul them, yet both the one an giant,‘ 
the other may be broughtto repentance and keg §jyiiey!! 
from fin by taking heed to Gods Word. As fo) flo ot 
young men, we may fee the power of the Word tir iss, 
reclaim them, Pfal. 119.9. Wherewithal (hall a yorn Gin ; {0t 
man cleanfe his way? by taking heed thereto accordin) ft ions 
to thy Word. David was a King and {tood in awe of nil pt tore 
man ; yet was he awed by Gods Word, Pfal.119. 161M writl, 
My heart frandeth in awe of thy Word. And though bifjp), al; 
wasa King , yet hewas fo awed by. the Word, tha} ency wit 
he durit not fin againft God, Pfal. 119. 11. Thy Worbind lan! 
have I hid in mine heart,that £ might not fin againft theehyi\{oon( 

3- Confefs to God and bemoan the refra€torineiifiiy,:,3. 
and incorrigiblenefsof your hearts, and pray to eh Mie (thi 
Lord that he would turn you from your fins untipayesin 
himfelf, Jer. 31. 18, 20. J have furely heard Ephrain ns 4 
bemoaning himfelf thus, Thou haft chaftifed me and Meron 
was chaftifed , as a Bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke Mp ica 
turn thon me, and I {hall be turned, for thon art th Mod fear 
Lord my God. Is Ephraim my dear fon? w he apleals, wie 
fant child? fir fince I [pake againft him, I doearneft Ani of ( 
ty remember him ftill, therefore my bowels are trombletie ot te; 
for him, I will furely have mercy upon him, [aith thin eh, 
Lord, When Ephraim was in afflition and found} br fitting 
refraftory {pirit, — Thou haft chaftifed me,.and Iwas. rele 
as aBullock, anaccuftmed to the yoke, and went to Goby yy. 
and bemoaned the hardnefs of his heart , and pray@@}iy sj , 
tebeturned, God promifeth, Iwill (urely have mcrae yy; 
1 pon hive; that is, ouc of my mercy towards him, Wii), 
will both pardon his rebellious and difobedient cary, rer 
riage under hisaffliction, and fubdue his refractory) yy) 1 
and rebellious fpirit. That Gods having mercy OM},,,.. 
him, implies both the pardoning and fubduing Buj},, 
fins, may beigathered from (fic. 7. 18, 19,209), ° 


Whenthe Jews were carried captive into Babylon i 
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.2. What we fhould do that we may bebronght,8cc. 155 
LE One 9 


tnd ind found, that notwithftanding-all the great things 
th det chat they fuffered during the liege, and at the de> 
bt Woe Reudtion of Ferufalem, they were not turned trom 
balag heir fins, they goto God , and pray to himto turn 
Mi i them ; for they were perfwaded chac though their 
ame pil tions had mot turned them, yet if che Lord would 
Angee forth his Grace and turnchem, thentiey fhould 
tna be turned , Lam. §. 21. Tarn thow us unto thee yO 
W cpLord, and we {hall be turned. Prayer is of that preva- 
Ord,t lency with God, that no iniquity thall be able to 
iyi ftand long before a praying Chriftian, but Prayer 
ie th will foonf{ubdne the power and dominion of it, Pfal, 
tii 119. 2,3. Bleffed are they that keep his tefPimonies, and 
Da OU bat feck him withthe whole heart, they alfo do no iniquity. 
i Ms ti Prayers and tears will/prevail over God himfeli, of: 
+ yh 2,, 3,4.—By his ftrength he had power with God, yea, he 
Ms * a had power over the Angel, and preuziled, he wept and made 
Wit ME (i plicaticn unto him.Now it Prayer will prevail over 
Hi God fear not but it will prevail over all manner of fin. 
bhai 4. When you feel any. workings and ftirrings of the 
/ourm@Spicic of God upon your hearts,take heed of qaench- 
mining or refitting the Spiric when the Spirit. of God 
p (ath Mworketh upon you eithér in a way of conviction, or 
andiouliby itirring up godly forrow for fin, or exciting purpo- 
nye es and refolutions againft fin,or working in any other 
yenttOWmway upon our fouls,and yield your felves toGod,joyn 
udp, and comply. with the motions of the Spirit: all 
jimemethe workings of ‘Gods Spirit upon our hearts, are in 
wtdsliiorderto che bringing of us to repentance , that he 
pedeniamay prevent our eternal mifery , Fob 33. 16,17. He 
creiniepencth the earsof men, and [ealeth their inftruttion, that 
melee z22y withdraw man from his parpofe , and hide pride 
icv from wan. See alfo, ver.29,30. Lo, all thefe things 
Sl worketh God often times with man, to bring back, his [unl 
xo Bim frets the pit, to be enlightned with the light of the gat 
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356 Ay What we fhould dothat we oF sy 
Welltad need attend to the workings of the Spirit §dm/i# 
becaufe there is no mortifying of any one fin, but b! is re 


the help of the Spirit, Rom. 8. 13.—Jf ye through th aargeh 
Spirit do mortifie-the deeds of the body,.ye [hall live. Anigs, Ret! 


though we can overcome no fin but by the help Oigatiie you 


the Spirit, yet with the Spiries help we may overcomilfs, al 
any fin whacever, Gal. 5. 16. This T {ay then, walkin nude f 
the Spirit, and ye (all not fulfil the lufts of the flefh. W haliok iid 
would God have done for J/rael , if they had heark:guing oft 


ned tohim, Pfal. 81. 13,14,15. O-that my people Haim) mention 


hearkened nto me——I (hould foon have fubdued thei tniulthi 
enewpies, and turned my hand againft their adverfaries % fui Wi 
the haters of the Lord fhould have [ubmitted themfeloe Minos eur 
unto hine—The fame will the Spirit of God do fou «ion 
chofe chat yield up themfelvesto be led and guided byf, tha he 
him, ‘he will foon fubdue their fins, and turn his hane es fit 10 
againtt their iniquities, and make all their fpiritualpittion,y 
enemies become fubject unto them. imsettect 

§- Look unto fefus Chritt to give you repentance mili: hl 
and to turn you from your iniquities. God hath - exeyilzive/ 
alted Chrift to give us repentance, Aéts. 5. 31. Himmel 
bath God exalted with his right hand to be a Princey: and aeyul 1} 
Saviour, for to give repentance wnto Ifrael , and forgive- | 
ne(sof fins. Becaufe we cannot. of our felves curmmtecire; 
trom fin, God fent his Sonto turn us from our INiQui= rs, and 
ties, Acts 3.26. Unto you firfty God having raifed up hin Kins, th 
Son-Fefus, fent bing to blefs you, in turning away CUery Binttione 
one of you from his iniguities. If after you have ap=Wbihy »} 
plyed your felvesto Chrift in order'to his turning Of Mine 7, 
youfrom your iniquities; your fins fhould {till preams, ,. ! 
vail over you, yet be not difcouraged 5 but hope if My, ,.,; 
Chrift, thacin his own good time; he will redeem Mil}, ’, 
you from’all your inig:ities,. and you fhall finde that m jh,; 


he will nos fail your expefation, Pfal'130. 7, BE eas 0 


Let Ifracl hopein the Lord , for with the’ Lord there ts\ 
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x wsay be brought to Repentance. 157 


‘ sercys and with hineis plenteous redemption y and he fhak 
ie Nt eee a Ifrael from all bis iniquities,. Pfal. 65. 3. Jii- 
"idities prevail again? me, as for our tran{gre ffiens thor 
alt purge them.away. | 

©, Reft upomGod by virtue of his promifes, to 
fri Wpnctifie your afflictions for the purging ont.of your 
+ eins, and ‘leading of, you to..repentance, The Lord 
)nuilath made many gracious promifes. of fanctifying 
“th hofe afflictions which he [ayes upon his people, and 
Y Dad beg aufing of them to purge. and refine their fouls, I 
») phil mention twoor three, L/4. 27.9... By this there- 
Wnt tire (hall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and thw is all 
‘wvelaidihe fruit to take away. his fim. Hére.. are. two 
‘“tmi@hings remarkable in this Scripture. 1. The end 
00 Woilhd “defign of God. in affliéting his people, which 
nt gud, that he may. take away(tuMe fins. This is ail 
tunlistihe fruit to take away his fin. 2. A promife chat the 
hei tid tion, which God fends u pon his people, fhall have 

lis effectupon their fouls.to, purge out their fins. 
Lrtpentiity this (hall. the iniquity of Facobbe purged. Jer. 24.78 
0d ith wall give thems an heart to know mac, that I ame the Lord; 
jh Hid they fall be may people, and I will be their God ; for 
ince, ey (hall return unto mewith their whole heart. This 


A 


a jognimrornife relaces.to.a time of affliion, when the Jews 
-{clvestilgre carried captives into the Land of the Caldeans, 
1 Our ings 5. and hereinthe Lord promifech among other 
griinimeltings, thatthis captivity fhould produce in them 
+ og tm Unteigned repentance, They, hall return unto. me 
oy hae th their whole heart. Another promife to this effec 
is lois have, Zach. 13. 9.1 will bring the third part through 
id (lve firey. and will refine them as filver is refined 5 and wil | 
hop hovel EPeza2 2s gold is.inyed, they fhall call on my Names and 


iY, the Lord ismy God. In the former verfe the Pro= 
5 jist (peaks of a time. of great mortality. Tivo parts 
mW | therea 
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fe vill hear them, I will {ay itis my people, and they feall., 
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13S God afflitts ws to take aw.ty our Pride. Qe2 Ft! | 
therein {ball be cut of aad die, bat the third part phall Dep tungs 
left shéreix -and chén tie forérels, what fhould befa 1, {0s 
ehe third pare chat fhould be left, J will bring the thira jit and 
part through the fire ; and then addsa gracious promife pilifiy'™ 
thacthey fhould bé refinéd by paffing through hae el of met 
firé: that is, God théreby wotild purge and urd fie bene i 
their heartsand converfations:' urbe God datly wiehypicon b 
thefe promifes, plead them at the Throne of Gracejiir, yi 
and reft upon’ God for'che performance of them. hod thoul 
we CT. 6. Hn fhould| 
6. Coniply- with Gods ends arid defigns in fending) faeces 0 
this aflition upon'you s The Lord doth nos apflitt ike Med all ocher 
Kngly, nor grieve the children: of men , Lam: 3. 33: binge tien, 
wien ever hé fends aby affliétion upon ary man, Ded, a pr 
hath staciotis ends and defigns in thofe afhicti ons yBibstellsu 
and cheréfore asthe Jews made enquity , when theyinn, tis’ 
were brought into great dittrels. Wherefore dith tbeMiea the. 
Lira our God all thefe\great things unto da? Jer: 5. roitice, the 
Atdasithe 'Apoftle Pal’ when he wasittruck blitidemated abc 
witheche Vion thatappedred to him ashe was SOing wuld com 
to Dimufam, engnrrés of the Lord, Lora what wilifp bero: 
thon bxoe we t6 Ao PN 9.6, So thould we MakGihies or 
enquiry when the Lord aithets us’, witerefore ibiibide ffir 
chawhe ais usy ahd whac it is that‘he aims at, whal} hud lots 
he wouldhave usio do, when his ‘afflicting hand Tebniy hes 
uponuss We are ehemies to our own sood, wheniwelly Coy 
do not fudy clie minde‘of God in our afflict ons: ane itfians 
laboutr'to comply withihisends, forhe alwzayes chaits Bie te 
neéth ug for our profit; “Heb. 12. ro. and aims at che) ‘, 
doins‘oF ‘us good; Drak 8: 16. IF you ask, what are) ) WL 
Gods etids and deficasin fending this affliction uper) ry 
nee Fantwers Tie refolving of this queftion comm)... 
ceening Gods ends in aiGing we, whac he'a'ms arya, 
and what he would bavetis lear whea his rod ts Up) he 
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omits; may be gathered’ from Sect: 3. I fhall i Pate 
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| Q.2. God afflitts ms to make us zealons. ty9 


New things more belides what are mentioned there,” 
) 1. Gods defign inthis afiition istotake away~ alk 
pride, and tomake and keep you humble, LI fa. Berge 
NT be lofty looks of mean (hall be humbled , and the hauthtin 
Out nef of men {hall be bowed down, and the Lord alone a 
nd pt veexalted in that day. This may refer to the day of 
tay aflition fpoken of Ifa. ¥. 7. Your countrey is defo- 
of Gag late, your Cities are burnt with frre—In that day’ when 
let, BSod fhould bring this defolation , the fofty looks of 
finan fhould be humbled, &c. When God affli&ed the 
nhl fraelices in the Wildernefs with fiery Serpents, thae 
@i@vmind all other affli€tions were fent for this end to hum- 
33 bile them, Dest. 8. 25, 16.—That he might humble 
| tai, hee, and prove thee, and do thee 200d in the latter end. 
Gia Vib tellsus that when God {peaks once and twice to 
vieh tilinen, Ieis, that be may hide pride from mun, Job 33.17, 
tt) @Whea the Apoftle Pav! was afflicted, hetelleth us 
ke} iwice, thatthe end of God was to prevent his being 
ick Dixalted above meafure , “2 Cor. 12. 7. If then you 
‘wisgit@irould comply with Godsdefign in this affiGtion, you 
ishtvigautt be no'more proud of your riches, beduty,parts, 
wemiluties, or any other thing , but muft put away all 
tote ide of fpirit,all high @onceits of your felves,and alf 
sat, Kigproud looks; and all pride of life, and you mutt be of 
it bat lowly heart, and go alwayes clothed with humility. 
|, wet "2" God aims at the making of you more zealous 
Ao Me hriftians by this afli€tion; Lukewarmnefs'is a very 
pesclidious , déteftablé fin,’ Rev. 3. 15, 16, 7 know thy 
imsttlorks; that thou art neither cold nor bot > 1 world thou 
, shaiiert cold or hot; fothen becaufe thon art luke-warm, and 
Gioniieither cold nor hot, I will [pew thee out of my month: 
linens being fo odious in Gods fight fora manto be 
heit@ke-warm in his Religion. When God findes any 
;o/sMfirhom he loves ro be ina luke-warm temper, hecha- 
plat Chs them for thisvery endto make them ae a 
ty | Ous, 
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ous, Rev. 3,19. es many as I love, I rebuke andi we 
chaften, be zealous therefore—Now this is one way, and 
avery fharp one of rebuking us, when God contends": 
by Fire, Z/z. 66.15. The Lord will come with fire—top”’ 
render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames off" 
fre. If therefore you were cold., or if not: wholly! ae 
cold, yet burJuke-warm-before God fent this Fires@) ", 
it concerns you now to grow zealous. .If you ask ange!) * 
what your affliétion fhould make you zealous? I’ agagy”)~ 


fwer, 1.:Be zealous in all aéts of fervice; and all 


religious duties which you-perform’ to’ God ; fhakeme°™’ 
off all drowfinefs, and formality, and flightnefs off" 
heart in prayer, and in shearing and reading Godse" 
Holy Word, and befervent in fpirit, when\you areg/"!™ 
about thefe.or.ahy other holy duties; Rom 12. 2Rg% 
Not flothfulpM-in bufine[s ; fervent in fpirit, ferwingys i" 
the Lord:. What is faid of the Apoltle Paal,. Acts 22qg0"\\' 
3, Iwas zealous towards God: and of Phinehas, Numb, 

25.13. Hewaszealons for bisGod. Let the fame bem ino: 


true of you,-pnt on an holy zeal for God , and‘ fhew 


Dan lare 
pep uate 


your zeal for God in all that you do , either for , Oat is a 
tothe Lord.. 2. Be zealous. againit fins» rive gegen 
Saintt fin, notin faine goidymanner 5‘ but with, alliirin tii 
your misht, Be xealoas and repent , Revi 3..49- Young 


he) 


zeal muft be.manitefted imyour repentance. |  Wheng 0! Goi 
ad man is zealous again{t his fins , and zealous:in, higipes yt? hi, 
pentance, -his zeal will breed .indignation-againftiiaym 5: 

a yehement defire to be rid-of it, afear.and carefuley ind j 
nef that he do not. commit it.again. . See an exampleurh ton 
of zealous a aa 2 Cor. 7..11. Behold, this felf Mhthres y 


fame thing that 


rrowed arter.a godly fort, what earen| By vay 1 


fulnefs it wrought in you, y24, mbat clearing of your felvesymetntes 
yea, what indignation, yea 5 what fear , yea, what vebeBlin 19 
ment défire, yea, svhat xealy yea, what revenge. 3- BEM} } 
zealous of good works, TJit.2.14. Who gave hitsBiny\ini 


elf ; 


& 
i} ae 


fl Quy. 2 God afflitts usto make us more holy. 16 


ike almlf for #5, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
“Til, aimerifie. wnto himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
lnteniirks. We fhould not only do good works, but be 
iM fnaealous of, and in doing good works. We fhould be 
i fom zealous of good works, as not only co embrace 
io wlulyportunities of doing good when they comein our 
t tlsRilay, buc we fhould cover earneftly , and follow dili- 
yolwkimencly after. opportunities of doing good works; 


is? Lalas. 5. 10.—If (he have diligently followed every good 
anime. We fhould not only do good works, but be 
od: hil@iretul to excel and continue conftant therein, what- 


jer difficulties and difcouragements we meet with in 
ding of them, Tit, 3. 8. This is a faithful faing, 
etjouled thefe things I will that thon affirms conftantly, that 
i uiigtey which have believed in God, might be careful to main- 
ih; ratin good works. You fee s if you would anfwer Gods 
/, Avielign in your affli@ion , that you muft be zealous, 
jy Noad in what you muft be zealous; only letmeadde 
elneeré two or three cautions, 1. Look that your zeal 
aie regulaced with knowledge ; There may bea zeal 
ifr, @hich is not guided by knowledge, Rum.to.2. f 
cAeveliar thens record, that they have a xeal of God , but not 
twihimecording to knowledge. Zeal without knowledge 1s 
sg Miangerous. Paul in ablinde zeal perfecuted the peo- 
» Wile of God, thinking therein to do God good fer- 
cin hlee, Phil. 3..6. Concerning xeal perfecuting the Church: 
aul ind Saal out of ablindezealtothe children of J/- 
sicxemmael and Fadah, flew the Gibconites ; for which fins 
», eum 2ough done in zeal; the, whole Land was punifhed 
jj tage three years Famine; 2 Sam. 21.1;2.. 2. Look 
“slgipat your zeal for God be crue, gM real, and not 
‘uy (mm rerended, Jehu pretended great zeal for God, 
“hotly Kings 10. 16. Come with me. and fee my zeal for the 
Y  M-ord—But it was rather a zeal co eftablifhrhe King- 
omrtohimfelf; thanany true zealfor God. 35 Let 
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your zeal be chiefly exercifed in thofe things whereifl y/yi 
the life and power of godlinefs confifteth, inthe ef ig, This 
fentialand fundamental matters of Religion, and ng led ones 
incircumftantials. | Pharifaical zeal that was pun§ aii 
ctualintyching Mint, and Cammin, and Annife, ani vi 
neglected the weightier matcrers of the Law, as Faith, ‘1 
and the love of God, Judgment and Mercy, was dil 
allowed and condemned by Chrift. 4.‘Look tha. 
your zeal bé not for a fit, while the fence of yougy 
fli€tion is frefh upon your fpirits, bit let ir be @ 
ftant, Gals 4.18. Te is good to be zealonfly affected 
wayes ina good thing. 1 
3. God aims at the making of, you partak vers of hl be and bi 
holine&, by this affli€tion, Heb. 12, 10. He chaffel bi dn 
eth us for ovr profit, that we might be fiertaners of bis Mth) 1, i 
linefs. Thefe perfons to w hom the Apottle writes chi,,,,.;, 
Epittle.; had been chaltned with the lof of they, 1) 
Goods, Heb. 10, 34. and this chaftning was for thi;,.:,.: 
end, that they might be parrakers of Gods Holinefii...... 
They were holy beforesthe Apoftle calls them, chai.’ 
3.2. Holy brethren, partakers of the beavenly calinge lh 
cae were fuch'as had been fufferers for Chrift , ang nyed Tp 
had fuffered joy full ly, they had attained to affuramgy,, 
of their falvation, chap. 10. 3%, 333 34. Yee chet), ’ 
perfons weré chaftned, that they 1 might. be ; 2 
more holy: Now feeing Gods defign in this afm.‘ 
ction isto make you par takers of his holin efs, let chill 
aff ction ftir you up:to follow after holinefs ; if i 
hac donly a formof' godlinefs, a fhew and tine: Th 
Of holinefls.before;now follow after the power,truchy, 
& realiryof godlinefs;if you had true holi be before). i 
Jabournow to be more holy bemore holy inyong, 
hearts, in your th Loughe, in your affections, in vou. 
fpeech,and'difcourle with alfmen, be more holy ti 
allimanner of conyerfation, 1 Pet. 1.15. Ai he which 4 i, 
Ci dl | | 
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Q.3- | God afflists. as to paake ws me holy 863 


“innumcaled yortis Toly, fo be ye holy inal manner of conver(a- 
nj Matton. Thisexhortation, though it belong roall Gods 
_ducalled ones, ismore efpecially direéted to fuch as are 
Amit Men afliction, for to fuck this Epiftle is ‘dire@ed, as 
+ »pimyou may fee, ver. 1,6. Let your fufferings excite you 
@:0 doche works of your Callings in a: more: godly 
, mort, andto perform your Clofet and Family Duties 
“Bn amore holy manner ; to be more holy in your re- 
#ive Duties, to be more holy in your converfes with. 
ul forts of men, and co exprefs more of thé power of 
lolinefs in all manner of converfation: 
oct. 4 God aims at the ftirring of youuptoa more 
y | @ooie and humble walking wich himfelf, and to deal 
op mattly and mercifully withall men, ¢Micch 6, 8. He 
1" Wiath [lewed thee, O man, what is good 3 and what doth the 
. » mLord require of thee, but todojuftly, and to love mercy, 
“. pad to walk buembly with thy God ? This God required 
Itfuch atime as he was pleading a controverfie with 
~ is people, as you may fee, ver. 2. The Lord hath a 
MB introver fie with his people’, and he will plead with Lfrael. 
And while he was pleading his controverfie; he de- 
itroyed. Ferufalem , the chiefeft City of the Jews, 
hep. 3:42. Zion fhall be plowed asa field , and Ferufa- 
em (Pall become heaps. And Samaria (which was one 
bE the principal Cities belonging to the ten. Tribes, 
4-7-9. The head of Ephraim is Samaria) Micale 
eG. I will make "Samaria as an heap of: the field —I wil 
|" our down the ftones thereof intothe valley , and I will dif 
ipower the fosndations thereof, Now when God had @ 
wwe reat Controvertie with Jfrael and Fudah, (for this 
ncsOProphee was {ent co both Kingdoms, chap. 1. i,) and 
Woy Mvas laying watte their chiefe(t Cities , that which he 
i NGtired from the inhabitants with whom he was 
mcWicading his controverfie; was, thac they fhould do 
Anmmiottly, and love mercy, and walk humbly wich their 
Bod: M 2 §; God 
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164 God afflitts us to make vs more fruitful. Q.2.) oF 
1h? 
5. God aims at making of you more fruitful by) ti ie 
this afli@tion, that you may bring forth both more ae 
1 dnd better fruit, Fobn 15.2. Every branch that bear=| la mi 
eth fruit, he purgeth it thict it meay bring forth more fruit.’ pa tore : 
When great wrath was coming upon the Jews, and pita 
i the axe waseven laid co the root of the tree, ohn the) i, a 
F Baprift'givech them this exhortation, Jat. 3. a a 
fi Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. Now. pte fat 
t if you would know what it is wherein God would) para 
have you more fruitful in, youmay be refolved from & 
fuch Scripturesasthefe, Gal. 5. 22,23. The frosit opgerciiing ¢ 
| the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-fuffering , gentlenefs,qnu al 
, goodnefs, faith, meckne{s, temptrance. Phils 1. 12. Beswom j@ 
ing filled with thesfruits of righteou{nefs , which are yy serve 
Felon Chrift unto the glory and praife of God. Col, x. veg) {hat 
é That ye might walk, worthy of the Lord anto all plea fing qiecutng 
Ae being fruitful; in every good work. If then you wouldpeynuiin 
ti comply with Gods ends in your prefenc afflition, lgsppih lui 
hour to. be filled with che fruits of righteoufnels gm of / 
abound inall the fruits of the Spirit; which are as y oupout Upon 
aa heard before, love, joy, peace, long-faffering, gem-g)to God, 
fi tlenefs, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, and temperances F ye il 
Labour to be fruitful in every good work, only resgisinym 
f member in fo doing , that you bring forth your froit 
Hi to God, andnotto your felves , Kom. 7. 4.—T Daim lherc 
| we (rould bring forth fruit unto God; for what fruicismiket, 
brought forth for felfith ends, God accounts ‘nexttog If yor: 
He - none; Hof. 10.1, Lfraclis an empty vine, he Lringebhal under 
forth fruit unto himfelf. ay? 
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9Q:2, « Wemnaft glorifie God in the Fires. 165 


Ieael. In the former part of che Chapter the Prophee 
(peaks of ‘a time of great defolation, as ver. 1. Behold, 


he Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it wafte, 
snd turneth ‘it up-fide down, and [cattereth abroad the 
inhabitants thereof’: ver, 3. The land (hall be utterly ems- 


sfiniptied, and utterly (poiled—ver. 11,12: AY joy is darkned, 


the wsirth of the land is gone; in the City is left defolation, 


Bind the gate is (mitten with deftruction—and then tells 
@hemwhat ufe they fhould make of thefe fore Judg- 
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By co God, God will curfe your bleflings, C7441. 2.2. 
tf ye will not hear , and if ye will not lay it to heart, to 
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ments, Glorifie ye the Lord in the fires. When God is 


executing any remarkable Judgments, it fhould 
iwaken all men.to glorifie God, Rev. 15.4. Who 
hall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorifie thy name ? for 
hy judgments are mademanifef. We read, Rev. ¥4. 
5, 7. hat when it was an hour wherein’ God was 
executing his Judgments, that an Angel cryed., to 
‘very nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people  faying 
vith aloud voice, fear God, and give gloryto him, for the 
bour of his judgusentis come—It this judgment chat is 
come upon you will notprevail with you togive glo- 


tive glory unto my name, (aith the Lord of hofts, I will 
even [end a curfeupon you, and I will curfe your blejjings ; 
yea, I have curfed them already , becaufe ye donot lay it 
to heart. 

If you ask, how and wherein you fhould glorifie 


sGod under chis affliction which. he hath laid upon 
you ? 


I anfwer,,1. Accept of the punifhment.of your 


Hiniquity, and acknowledge that the Lord is juft and 


tighteous in all chacis come upon’ you. Then we give 


iGod the glory of his Judgments, when we contefs 


himto be jutt and righteous therein, Rev. 15. 35 4- 


— Fuft and true are thy wayes, thom King of Saints, Who 


M 3 (hall 
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166 How to glorifie God in a fuffering condition. . Q. 2: Ml’ 


fhall not fear thee, Q Lord, and. glorifie thy: Name—T hus | ae 
Daniel gave glory to God when ferufalem was laid . dae 
wafte, andthe Jews {poiled of their goods, ahd cars” 
ried captive into Babylon, Dan..9s 40 The Lordvhath He)” 
watched upon the evil , and Lronght if upon ws, forthe yo" 
Lord our God is righteous in alhis works that he-doth; fon §") 
we obeyed not hws voice. Yea, do not only. confefs God”! 
tobe righteous, buralfo acknowledge him tabe gras ae™ 
cious inthis difpénfation,; fay, whereas our Houfes gy” 
and Eftatesare confuméd by this Fire, ic is of che pit: " 
Lords mercies that wedur {elves are not confumed;} 
even becaufe his compatlions fail not. Thus Lot gave # 
glory 1o.God, when, his houfe and goods were con=| 
fumed in Sodom; he looked upon itasa great mercy) 
that he himfelf.. was not. confumed alfo, Gen. 19..198) 
Behold now,thy fervant hath found grace in thy fightzand 
thouhaft magnified thy.mercy, whichthon haft {bewed mn MN" 
to me, in {auing msy life. pag return 
2. Though your fufferings have-been very great, gi! 900 
yet give God thanks;) and praife his Holy Name for qrpm 
what he hath done for:you; ‘by fo doing you fhall p4 Le: 
glorifie God, Pal. 50.023. Whofo offereth praife, glo. 

rifieth me—V{a.42. 12, Let thems give. glory unto they 
Lord, dnd-deelave his praife in the iflands. This relates} 
toatime of Judgment, J will deftroy and devour aby 
once, 1 wil make wafte mountains and hills,—ver- 14.4504 
Evenwheh God is rjfing up to judgmenr,and devours 
ing, and deftroying, we muft-declare his praife, and Myb 
fo sive him the glory of his Judgments. Let not this mens! 
feem {trange to you, that I exhort youthat have fife Bi- 
fered great lofies by this Fire , to praife God, and ¥ 
sive him thanks; for 1. Job did thus; when God had @i 
taken away all his Eftare, and Children’, hebleffect @ 
God, ‘Job. 21,—The Lord hath taken away, dleffed be Brinn 
th: name of the Lord y and Job-did'not fin, or aétim= lng 
| prudeatly | 
Nee . 
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ufo 2. How to glorifie God in a {offering condition. 167 
*—lhirudently in blefling God for his loffes, ‘for. tit 4s 
Ni il aid in che next words, Jn all this Job finned. not ,\nor 
itt uebarged God foolifbly. 2. Ir is the will of God, that 
Lid Inevery eftate and condition , and under every dif- 
“; fol genfation of his providence, we fhould give thanks, 
hf ETheff. 5.18. Inevery thing give thanks, for this is 
th (Whe will of God, in Chrift Je[us concerning you, 3. There 
‘obe calis much mercy mingled withthe affliction 5 it is mer- 
ey that:your Eftaces were confumed, and not your 
Biives : itis mercy that your Houfesonly were burn- 
led, whereas you might have been cait both body and 
w@foul into everlafting burnings ;_ and if you cannot 
give God thanks for the affliction itfelf, yerac leat, 
give him thanks forthe mercy chat was mingled with 
ithe affliction. 
all 3. Lec this afli@tion put you upon: fearching and 
Wmtrying your wayes, and, renewing your. repeatance, 
and returning unto God, .of. which you lreard before; 
ery ore for in fo doing you fhall give glory to God, Rev. 16.9 
Name for They repented not to give him glory. ; 
whl’ 4. Lec chis Judgment awaken in-your fouls amore 
ifr, eolively fear and dread of God, let it caufe you to {and 
in {uch awe of God asto be afraid. to offend:him 3 for 
dathen we give clory to God when weare afraid ta fin 
Magaintt him, Rev.14.7. Fear God, and give glory te 
bia. 
»5. You fhall give glory to God by this Jadgment, 
Bif you be ftirred up by it co live 'a moreiholy and 
anottieighteouslife, Jf. 60. 21. Thy people [ball'be: all riga- 
have (ll Feo —that I may be glorified. If alfo ic makeyoufruit- 
1 fal in good works, Joba 15. 8, Herein is wy Father 
Cod ile glorified that ye bear much fruits 
1 6. Letthis Judgment awaken youto.a more dilt- 
“yp gene practice of whats commanded, 1 (ore10:3% 
i Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatfoever. ye do, 
! M 4. . a 
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168 We fhould lay up treafure in Heaven, &c. Q.2, a 
do.all to the glory of God.. It was your duty ever fincel peg? 


Ah 
gt 


: 
T 


(ae you were born, to make Gods glory the higheft and ois ta 
ae ae chiefeft end of all your actions ; if you have nocg)/: 4,16 
fa done fo, you have great caufe ro humble your fouls jimi 


before God.; for you have negleéted the great end gi ™ 
of your Creation, J/a. 43.7. Every one that is called @wtiitt 


eke a by my name, for I have created him for my glory. If yous ttt 
1 ae did feek to advance. the: glory of God, before this igaenuiatt 
a Judgment came upon you, yer now be awakened heres grat" 

ne by to feek Gods glory. more zealoufly, with more ffetiits / 

Nana finglenefs-of heare ; and do all your works, both the glist 
Bit te works of your Calling, and your natural AGtions, ag gad oir! 


i your eating and drinking, and your Religious Acti= fiudpus! 
| ons, with more explicite intentionsto glorifie God.» Mouths 


yh 
| i 


Beare, 
; Secr. 8. vt) fr 
th: &. Let the loffes which you hayefuftained by this a we 
ii dreadful Fire , take you off from laying up’ yoursfhetresir 
yy, Treafure upon the earth, and put you upon laying M/s / cal 
. up treafure in heaven. That treafure which you lay thod my 
up onearth, may be taken from you feveral wayes'3 fn, evn’ 
you may lofe it allinone day, or if you da not lofé Binion 
; it, you muft leave it all behinde you when you dyes Beinsye 
bi Bur that treafure which is faid up in heaven, can by. no Micliidup 
| means be taken from you, but you fhall enjoy the be= Bid yur ; 
nefit of it toall eternity. Remember theretore,.and Gyn), 
follow the counfel and command of our Lord and Sa= WM inj) 
i viour Jefus Chrift, Afats 6.19,20,21. Lay not ep for Moon, |: 
your {elves treafures upon earth, where moth and ruft doth, Wray, 
corrupt, and where thiewes break through and freal ; bak Wie m. 

ay lay up fir your felves treafures in heaven, where neither Mri! 
iy! moth nor rnfF doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break, Min, 
through and freals for where your treafure is, there will Byp)., 
jour heart be alfo. If -you ask, What is that treafure) Bh(,)° 
which we fhould Jay up in heaven? I anfwer, All Mi, 1) 


the | 7 


; 
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i Q 0.2, What that treafure it which we mufP, 8c. 169 
oe ithe good thoughts which you think, and all the good 
“Wtaiiwords that you fpeak, aretreafure laid npin heaven, 
lit il Adal. 3.126. They that feared the Lord, {peck often one 
Your lige another;. and the Lord hearkenedy and heard it, anda 
Site book af remembrance was written before him for them that 
"uli Feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name, You 
fee here that God treafureth up in his book of re- 
lig@membrance, all the good words which we fpeak when 
ciedlewiiwe meet together, andal! the good thoughts which 
ih mo@iwechink. All the tears we fhed for our fins, andall 
bo tithe fighs and groans which we fend up to God by rea- 
ions, fon of ourfins, @re treafure laid up in heaven: for 
ts AA God puts fuch tears into his bottle, ‘and all fighs and 
litGol, iproans that come froma penitent heart afcend up to 
heaven, P/al. 38.9. Lord, al my defire is before thee 

land wy groaning is not hid from thee. Allthe prayers 
nedbytlifithae we put upto God inthe Name of Jefas Chritt, 
§ il youare treafure laid up in heaven, Pfal. 18.6. In my, di- 


pon lyiniere(s I called upon.the Lord, and cryed unto my God; he 
ch yolieard my voice ont of his Temple, and my cry came before 
pilmyesimbimm, eveninto his ears. This is plain from the fore. 
) not loli mentioned Scripture, All ‘my defreis before thee, All 
you dyelmthe alms we give to the poor ina right {pirit, are trea- 
canbyaiilure laid up in heaven, Luke 12. 33.—Give alms, pro- 
oytiebemvide your (elves bags which wax not old ; a trea(ure in the 


eloredieavens that faileth not-—Matth. 19. 22.. Sell that thors 
ndalibaft, and give tothe poor, and thou {halt have treafure in 


A 


ymin impeaven. Acts 10. 4. Thy prayers and thine alms are come 


inpiilasp for a mensorial before God. All the prayers that we 
‘ful; Make, and-all che alms that we give tothe poor, are 


HAY 
bnew recorded inheaven, as precious treafure. All the 
J ythimgood works that we do, are treafure laid up in hea- 
bolmeren, Ephef, 6. 8.. Whatfrever good thing any man doth, 
ral 2e (ange be (ball receive of the Lord, whether he be bond 
vr, lime free. All che fins chat wicked men commit, are ae: 
| ie ure 
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170: This Fire fhould make us careful to avoid Qed. | 
Ik 


fare laid up in Hell to augment their torments , Rom. 
2. §. After thy hardne{s and impenitent heart, thon treaqun 
fareft up unto thy felf wrath againft the day of wnath,and igs? 

revelation of the righteous judgment of God. I f all the 
fins of wicked men, are treafure laid up againft the} 
day of wrath ; then furely all che sood actions Of Hugi 
sood men, are treafure laid up in heaven. fh 


SEC T.:Q. 

9. Let the loffes which you have fuftained by the 
late Fire, put you in minde of, and make you careful 
co avoid four other Fires, which ar@ more dreadful, | 
than this great Fire, which confumed many thoufand fhm 
houfes in'a few dayes. J pein barn 

t. Take heed of the fire of Sin. Sinis oft compa=siu id 


i) 
| 
| 


red unto fire, I/a.y. 18. pHickednefs barneth as the firesm tee 
it (hall devour the briars and’ thorns—Prov. 06. 27. AngMr, fo, 


wngodly man diggeth up evil , and in his lips there is as aatioeroev 
burning firg: Hol. 7.6. They have made ready. their 
heart like an oven, whilft they lie in walt, their baker fleep- 
eth all the night, inthe raurning 1E burneth asa flaming 
fre James 3.6. The tongue isasa fire, a world of int=M\ | 
guity ; fois the tongue among onr members, that it defileth 
the whole body, and fetteth on fire the cour{e of nature, andy 
itis fet on freof Hell, Now this fire of fin is far m Ofeiiede 
nifchievous than the Jate Fire which burnt fo greataghierins, 
part of the City; for though that deftroyed many) 
flacely buildirigs’, and much Goods, this dehroyesim, 
mens fouls: and the foul oftone man, ‘though chem, ; 
pooreft man ‘upon’ ‘the face of the earth, is moneg i 
worth than the whole world, AZark 8. 36. The late@inis, , 
Fire hach burnt upa great part of che City; ‘but finn)... 
hath fet on fire the-whole courfeof nature ; ic hath), 
fired, more or lefs, all perfons iniall parts and placesimiiy 
of the world, For there isnot a juft aan upon earth than 


dott ( 
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By.2. foar other Fires more dreadful than, &c.. 171 


1 


) Mieth goed and finneth not, Ecclef. ‘7, 20. Iehath been 
NK regen urning many thoufand yCars together , even ever 


rs 
Nd ) R 


mia ince the fall of Ad.iz, " 
“M2. Take héed of thé Fire of Godsiwrath, that 
CAINS pha a ~~. = > 

{ burns like fre, Mahum.1.6. Who can ftand before his 
ACTIONS ¢ 


jedignation, andwhs can abide in the fercenefs of his an= 
er? bis fury is poured out like fire. Plal. 89.46. Shall 
oy wrath burn ‘like fire? The Apoltle faith of God, 


ed by th 


God a'confuming fire? ‘To-all impenitent perfons 
ucaciifibac refufe to humble their fouls, and to break off 
dteidtiiheir fins, Jf. 24. 4. Who would fet the briars. and 
Oia Biorras “gainf?.mé in Battle ; I would vo through thens, 
would burn them together. ° He isa confiming Fire to 


Nt comp 
rsiviave beéa enlightned with the» knowledge of rhe 
puch, Heb, 10.26,27. If we fiawilfully, after that we 
ave received the knowledge of the truth, thre remaineth 
emore facrifice for fin, but a certain fearful looking for 
F judgment, and fiery indignation, which {ball devour 
he adverfuries. ' 

3. Lecthis fire put you in minde of chat fire which 
hall confume and burn up che whole world. It was a 
freadful fight to fee London on fire, but it will be 
stemomaore dreadful to fee the whole world on fires yet 
stigach atime will come, and iris haftening apace upon 
jet nilmss Wherein the heavens and’ rhe earth fhall be fer on 
: oite 5 and all perfons and things ‘burnt in that fire, 
hte Ret. 3. 0, 11,12. The day of the Lird will conse as a 

lief inthe night, in the which the heavens fall pafs 
 Thelileay with -a Lreat noife,. and the elements (ball melt with 
+ hulmervent beat; thecarth alfo,and the workg that are therein, 
e+ fet jal be burnt up: feeing then tlat all thefethings hall be 
8 hiMefolved, what manner of perfons oaght ye to be in\all holy 

jonverfation, and godline{s, looking for, and haftening 
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172 This Fire frould make ws careful, &C. Q.2 
unto the coming of the day of God, wherein she Heaven mimmis!” 
being on fire, [hall be diffolued , and the Elements hal lh hl 
welt with fervent beat 2? This*fire ‘that fhall bursgyinmjw 


up the whole world, fhall be toall che fervants oj lewilling 
God like Elijah’s fiery Chariot, a means of conveyegi yo ™ 
ing them into the Kingdom of Heaven; but it fhalliyos lwe 
be aday of deftruétion and perdition to all ungodypinirs’ 
ly men, 2 The. 1/75 8,9. The Lord Fefws. (hall bigeratioula 
revealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels, ‘lpiiimis 
flaming fire , taking vengeance on them that know moi dec! 
God, and that obey not the. Gofpel of onr Lord Fefta, 45,46) 
Chrif; who {hall be punifhed with everlafting deftructiongy iw Wi 
from the prefence of the Lord. 2 Pet, 3.7. The HeavemMnint tn! 
and the Earth, which are now, ty the fame word antnlulieg 
kept in fore, referved unto fire, againft the day oir i wa 
judgment, and perdition of ungodly men. Mal. 4. ¥. Bewif; it» 
hold, the day cometh that {ball burn as an Oven, anetning tn 
all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly (halt Wileur {hal 
frabble, and the day that cometh hall burn thems spi fre wn 
faith the Lord of Hofts, that it (hall leave them neithertur it ww 
root nor branch, : mn of God 
4 Let this fire put you in mind and make youbitin#/ 
carefulto avoid Hell fire:-Iftchis fire were dreads gy} 
ful, think with your felves how dreadful ic will bel 
to be placed at Chrifts left. hand, and hear him 
pronounce chat terrible fentence, Depart from’ meh 10, Ty 
ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the Devilineshe. 
and bis Angels, Matth. 25.41. and.yer this will DeMba 


A 


‘the portion of all che workers of iniquity, CAMatthadiyy 1 


13. 41,42. The Son of Adan [hall [ead. forth his Ani 1 . 


gels, and they [hall gather ont of his Kingdom all things My Py. 
that off end, and them which do iniquity ; and foall caft bi thw 
them into a furnace of fire, there (hall be wailing’ andiy, 
gaafbing of tecth. ‘Revel, 21.8. Tihe fearful, and dia-By. 
believing, and the Abominable , and Murderers re baht 
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9.2.  Encouragements to truft in God, &c. 193 


hall have their part in the lake, which Lurneth with fire 
ind Lrimftone. Hell fire is fo dreadful,chat you fhould 
be willing to do any thing,and to fuffer any thing,fo 
hat you may not be caft into Hell fre when you die. 
if you have any fins as profitable to youas your right 
1and,or as dear to you as your right eye,you had bet- 
era thoufand times part with thofe fins, & fuffer pain 


find damage, and enter into life than retain your fins, 


ind be catt into Hell fire when’you die, AZar.9. 43, 
$4) 451 46,47, 48. If thy hand offend thee, cut it off ; 


, : Wor it os better for thee to enter into life maimed, than 
L Mt Pitavey 


baving twohands, to go into Hell, into the fire that ne- 
yer [hall be quenched ; where their worm dicth not, and the 
wre ws not quenched. And if thy foot offend thee, cut 
bof ; it 2 better for thee to enter haltinto life, than 
gaving two feet tobe caf? into Hell, into the fire that 
never {hall be quenched ; where their worm dieth nots and 
the. fire 9 not quenched. And if thine Eye offend thee, 
luck it outs itz better for thee to enter into the King- 


Blom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be 
‘aft into Hell fire ; where their worme dieth not, and the fire 


6 not quenched, 


SECT, Io. 
10. Truft in God for alivelyhood ; Though your 


a{tates be gone and Trading fail , and Times fhould 


his wil 


y , Mal | 


d¢ hard, yet God will not fail you nor forfake you 
f youtruitin him; but he will feed you, and clothe 
you , and-provide allchings that are neceffary for 


\miliimOu, Pfal. 37.3. Truft inthe Lord, and do good, {0 
yl halt thon dwell inthe Land, and verily thou (halt be fed. 


Heb. 13.5. Let your Converfations be without Covetouf- 


aes, and be content with fuch things as ye have; for 


mre bath faid, I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. 
- 


Thefe 


174 E ncouw seth Pe i s totraft iz God for Qi ae 


Thefe Hebrens Srpeh rave hinted { before) had fufferec} 
the {poi iling of their goods, 'as we.may fee, Chap. 10) 
34. and now they mishe be -full of fears thae they| 
fhould not be able to live ; but che Apoiile bids them 
be content wich {uch things as they h ni forthe Lord) 
would: not leave them nor forfake them. Confideg) 

1. God knows that you need food and rayment foi, 
your bodiesias well as grace for your fouls, CAtarebyy?” | 
6.°32.. Your hex ‘wenly Eather kino; weth that ye have neem) | “4 . 
of all thefe things 3 and as he knowethwhat and howye "" 
sreat your.néedsare, fo hew ll take care to fupply ‘ay 
all your needs, Phil. * 19: ALy © Gad fall fapply all youn| 
Meet according .to his rithesin glory, by Chrift Fela) 

2. God made provilion for you Jong betoré| 
you had a being, ninity nedom ot Heaven 1 was pres 
pared for Gods Saints and Serva nts before they were) 
born; for it: was ne de‘ready. for them from tie 
foundation ot thew orld, Math. 2 25 34. Com yey! 
bleffed.of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared fom ™ 
you from the foundation of the world. Yea, betore hey” 
world: began, cSerlmientie hate made preparasy 
tion for your eternal happinets, Tit. 1. 2. In hope 
of eternal life, which God that cannot lies promifed besqhus. 
fore'the world. began. . Now if God made provilion 
for your eternal happinefs before you had a besyit! 
ing, then doubre not bat he will provide for youu tm I 
that lictle time that you have to continue in thisa 
world. Bit ¢ 
3. God hath given you better, and greater things! M 

ben food and'ray me im 5 he hath given you fife, bosa 
dies and fouls, Matth 6. 25; T ake no th bouche far yi 
J } 
your life 5 what yor (pall eat’ or % phat ye fra au “drinks 
nor yet for your body, what. ye~(he a tit on: 45 aot the Me 
life 980FC than Mealy ani ad: the ‘body 1 than “a yment ¢ Gord § hy 
hath not: with-holden his only Son from Bes 1 


Bs 


Si oe 


Q.2.Livelyhood though we have no hing to live upon, 175 


jand do you think,that he will with-hold food and raj- 

| ment from you, who gave you his own Son? Rowe. 

| 8.32. He that {paved not hes own Son ,. bat delivered 

| bine up for wah; how {hall he not with hing alfo. free- 
Bly Live ws all things ? 

‘wolff 4 A good man will give his fervants conveniént 
tanenigl food; though the have never fo many 5 Dek. 15.17. 
5 Mil Ela many hired fervants of my Fathers have lrend 

imumenongh and to fpare 2? And do you think our 

g00d and gracious God will deny his feryants their 
neceflary food? 
yal Doth not God clothe the grafs which is but of few 
rit Sm ayes continuance >: And do you think that he will 
¢ ii Ceny you rayment who are made for an eternal {tate ? 
se 1atth. 6.28, 29, 30, Why take ye thought for ray- 
erheywg EME 2 confider the Lillies of the field, how they krow ; 
vfonitrey toil not, neither do they [pin-: and yet 1 {ay unto 
pier, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arayed 
yni like one of thefe: wherefore if God fo clothe the gras of 
oie mth field, which to day ts, and to morrow is czft inte the 
sonngOven, frall he not seuch more cloth? you, «0 ye of 

i, bimlittle faith’? God our of his mercy giveth food to 

1 Mall his creatures, P/al,.136. 25. Who giveth food to 
one flelh, for his mercy endureth for ever: He feedeth 
uiaimthe Birds and the Beafts, Fob 38.41. He providerh 
1 ts : fer the Raven’ his food , when his young ones cry unto 
‘ne od — Plal. 147. 9: He giveth to the Beaft his food. 

~ @And doye think chat he who is ftyled The Prefervey 

Weer Aden, Job 7. 20. will not provide. food for the 

: iggtons and daughters of men? If you think that the 
‘iatord Is, or will be-more mindful of the Birds and 
| imBealts than of Men, you wrong him exceedingly, 
pe DW Axztth. 6.26. Behold the Fowls of the Air; for they 

ph low nit, neither do they reap, nor gather ints barns: 
yin pict jonr heavenly Father feedeth them: Are ye nob 
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96 Though we can't fee or think which way we Qu2s 


much better than they ? But of this you may fee more, B 
i 


OQneft. 1. pag-7$57 55771 OF Sette 35 40 : AH 

Objea. If any fay, I could truft God for a lively-) 
hood, if I could but fee which way I fhould be able t 
live: but when I have confidered which way I fhould bi’ 


able to maintain my felf and my family, Ican't fee af 
think. of any way whereby I and mine {bowld be maintained. 
and this makes me that 1 can’t tell howto traft.in Gong 


for a {ubfiftance. 7 she 


Anfo.1. You have ftrange thoughts of God, ifyoull ha 


will tru(t himno farther than youcan fee him; yor 


will tratt a difhoneft man asfar as you can fee him © 


i 
U 


And what a reproach is chis to the holy God, to traf? 
him no farther than you will eruft a difhoneft.man 2 
2. The property of true faith, is toperf{wadam” 


the foul as firmly that chofe things whieh God harp" 


promifed fhallbe, although we neither do or caf 
fee them; as we are perfwaded of thofe things whiel 
we fee evidently with our eye, Heb. 11.14 Faith 
the {ubfeance of things hoped for, the evidence of thing! 
not [eer Our Lord Jefus pronounceth thofe blef 
fed which believe what they fee not, Fob. 20. 29) 


intenance 
bWilderr 
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Hy CXCeD 
father 4 
t any tl 
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Felus[aith unto him, Thimas, becaufe thon haft feen mem 


show haft believed ; bleffed are they that have not feen, amt 
yet have believed, | 
3. What though you cannot fee or think whicl] 
way you fhould be maintained? God is able to dé 
abundantly more than youare able. to think, Ephef 
3.20, Lo him that is able to do exceeding abundantl) 
above all that we can ask or think, according to th) 
ower that worketh in ws. God hath hidden riches 
{uch as no man knoweth of to give his fervants) 
when and where he feeth good, 1/a.45:3. J wall 
give thee the treafures of darknefs , and hidden rich 
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of fecret places, that thou mayeft koe ; thar I tb f 


i Lor 


(PQ-2¢ and our Families fhonld be maintained,ac. 1779 
ind which call-thee by thy name, am the Got of U- 
cel. God oft-times gives. wicked men hidden 

Wealure ; David {peaking of Gods Providence to- 

‘le dijmiatds the wicked, faith, Pfzl.17. 14:-— Whole belly 
0 fille/?- with thy hid treafurey— And cannot he find 
wit y at hidden treafure for ‘his fervants, even fuch as 
nuingtey. think not of ? spf 65 i, 
iin i What-vilible maintenance did Jéfus Chrift 
ive. his Difciples when he fent them ona. journey, 
id bid them Provide neither Sold, nor filversnor brafs in 
ee perfes, nor [crip for yostr journey, neither two coats 
Wher (hooes, nor yet feaves, Matth: 10, 9; 10. yet 
Ip provided fo carefully for chem,.that they Jacked 
Mthing, Lek.22. 35; He faidunto them, when = 
operlnl@e: 9%. without purfe, and {crip, and {hoes lacked ye. 
jo higathing ? and. they faid , Nothing. «What yilible 
jon atneenance: did God give the children Of J/rael in 
ings wii Wildernefs? As for bread they had none bue what 
File from heaven, and of that, they hadbuefor the - 
my» €xcepting onthe fixth- day. wherein they weré 

@ gather a double portion,’ on other days if they 
pt any till: the morning it bred worms and ftank, 
Bidwhat fell'in che morning was dried‘up when the 
In. was hot, Exod. 16, 4,.19;20,2%, 22; fo that 
od. gave them nothing before hand, but put them 

vink whom living by faich fortheit dayly bread. And as 
‘ile nit eth; though.God had given them a promife, that 
mmey. fhould eat flefh a month together 5 ALo/fes 

d@emfelf was putto a great ftand to think, how fuch a 

ae (fH mulcitude thould be fed with flethin che Wil- 
“on rdienels, Numb. 11.24, 23, 23. Mofes (aid, the peo- 
 coueamsone ft whom I am, are [i hundred thoufand foot- 
MY Mees and thou haft faid; 1 will give them flelh, that 
me Way eat a whole month: Shall the Flocks and the 
Mm mmerds Le fain for thers to [uffice thems 2. or {hall all the 
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178 Though we catsyfee or think which.way, &C- Q.2h Sh 
Fi(h-of the Sea be gathered together for thems to. fuffclm ( Cool 


thems 2 And the Lord faid unto Adfofes, Is the Lord} ye eile 
hand. waxed {hort 2? thou (halt fee nom whether mi@,\n ot’ 
words fhall.come to pals unto thee or not. Now thougl| i ic 
God kept this. people in fuch depeadance, on hit iii imo 4 
felf, that for forty years togecher he did not giv) iy xh 
them one days bread before hand. €excepting eveniE, fh ¢ 
fixe day) but they were to expect it a new from Heayd , gy 
ven every days, yet all char forty years he did 1M lj hon 
carefully and conftantly providefor that great mulls fi) 
titude, that they lacked nothing, Deyt.2.7. The Lory iy | 
thy God. hath bleffed thee in. all the works of thet i 
hand: he kaoweth thy walking through this great. Wal, (lve, 
derne(s < thefe forty years the Lord thy Gog hath beet ny | 
with thee, thon halt lacked nothing.. Neb. 9, 21. Ley 
forty years didf? thou [upeain, them in the. Wilderne[ss4@.. | 
that they lacked nothing, their cloghes maxed, t0t oly ABB rome 
their feck [welled not... 0... nurecas | 
5. The Birds haye nothing before hand, neithell... ,.. 
do they know one day where they hall haye theim,, 
food the. next, yet God provideth forthem. every daya, <., 
B4at. 6.26, And why. fhould not yourdepend uff, ,, 
on God for your daily bread, though: you know ni, 
one day, ow or which way yon fhall be provided iy: 
the nextrlf you fay, [he Birds havea greater Fatitugy |. 
than we have, they may.take their meat where thes). . 
can gerit, they. being under no law, ate, under Ay) 
cran{srellion,. we are bound up by the Law of Goudy” 
noc to, ‘meddle with: chat. which belongs. to orks |” 
men, 1 anfwer,. Fhe Birds do not find out or gag,’ 
ther anything but what Gad gives them; P/al, Todg 
28. That, thou givefh them, they gather , tho- pene. 
thine hand , they. are filled with good. Matth, 6.208), 
Your heavenly Eather feedeth them. | 
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aa 1Q.2, Such at are hiftle[s and friendlefs, &c. 179 
fs i | 6. Confider the snes of Gods fervants, who 
shy Boave, tufted God at fuch times as they could not 
lant "ee how or which way thofe mercies fhould be given 
cs et ‘hem; which: they ftood in need of; When Z/zac 
id as ; aid unto Abraham, Ay. Father, Behold. the fire and 
so pvoed, Lat where isthe Lancb for a barnt offering 2? Abra~ 


i: jams [aid, My fon, God will provide himfelf a Lamb 
ris ii lar a burnt offering ; Gen. 22.7,8. Abraham could 
cron toe. tell how or which way God would provide a 
oy, paeamb for'a burnt offering, yet he did reft upon 
/ tik 30d that hewould doit: If troubled thoughts a- 
» sile in your hearts, and you begin to fay within’ 
ey. our felves, where fhallI have bread for my felf, 
“= godfor my family: anfwer your felves as Alrahans 
Bid Z/zac , God will provide bread for me and mine. 
BVben ALordecai could,not tell, how or which way 
éliverance fhould come to the Jews, tHere being 
ut one way vifible, and that was, by Effher , but 
i¢ was loath to appear and hazard her felf by inter~ 
seeding for them sguae for all this refts upon God) 
lat if chis means Tailed, deliverance fhould come 
pine other way, Ejfth. 4. 14: Jf thow altogether 
def? thy peace at this time, then {hall there: en- 
tgement and deliverance arife to the Fews from ano- 
ler place. 
| Obje&..2; Lams Jiwple, (hiftlefs perfon ; and be- 
CE) 4 Save no friendsto tcke care of me, or look after 
ANOS and stow my Effate is gone, and my Calling fails; 2 
is OUR GR not be able to live; L could truf? God for a lively- 
| oad, af I cold (hife fur sy (elf inthe world as others 
f fa indo; and had any friends to look, after mes bat I avs 
Hin (hiftle fs and friendlefs. 
Mit nf, t, You are not tioré fhiftlefs now, than 
uM were im yout infancy; yet then God provided 
Br you.z when you were-a litle Ynfant. and could 
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not thift for your felf, God drew you out of yours) 
Mothers womb, and fed you, ‘and clothed: you, ancfiiy fir 
defended, and fapporced you, “Pfal,. 71.6. By. chegies, s! 
have I been holden up fromthe womb, thou art..he thats layed | 
took. me. out-of my Mothers bowels; my praife [ball bistis eh 
continually of: thees WL TAT Sevathet 4 < whe 
oo If you-hadinever focmuch crafe and -fabriftys tie care! 
yer you could-not get a fubfittance, withourehe helps s, / lic 
of Gods Providence’; for all the devices ofs the crafty wna! 
come to nought, when. God facceedeth them notte cad fi 
Fob'5. 12. He difappointeth thededvices. of the crafty, Mil, thu « 
that their hands cannot iperformatheir enterprize. <¥ OU loi 
want of fubtilty isino. impediment co Gods! Provitrli, and 
dence’; he by his wifdom isable co,provide for theft torn 
that haveditrke or no: wifdom to orden their affairs hh te snc 
as. well as for thofe. chat are endued with greateliihs aes 
difcretions : | 
3... Theré is a fpecial Providence of God: whiel 
watcbeth andtaketh caré of:{uchvas are fimple amily gud /, 
thiftlefs, Pfak1r16.'6:: The Lond preferveth the fmeple bil, thy 
Ee waslrougbt low and he balped we. Whovare ‘mon Lip! 
“fhiftlefs chan ftrangers,:. widows -ands father lenny, 
children? .and we find that God taketh. a:fpectaiiy);, 
careof fuch as thefe., ~P/alv.t46.9. The Lord prety ed 3 


ferveth the firangers, he relieveth the fatherlef{s Ality (-),,7 
widow. Were not the Difciples of Chritt fhiftleeey +, 
when they-were fent forth, as Sheep in the midit Of}, ;., 
Wolves, A¢atth.10\.16..and yet had neither monellp sin { 
instheir purfés, nox ftaves,, for. {crip? Kerf. 9, TO 4° 
but’ for all-chis theyiwanted nothing, as you heatihy,.,.. 
before from Duk. 2.2635. 7 | aes 

‘4. Though youare friendlefs as. well as. thiftlelsy 
ler hor this difcourage you; as long as you “lave gy, 
God in Heaven that taketh the care of you, youarg,,,.", 
wellenough though you have no friends.on earth ti, . 
j loo) ey, 


M ph 


a! { 
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ae 
traft in God to provide far them: 181 


‘vy look after you, “1 Pet. 5. 7. Caffing all your care upon 
iYM) 6 


bins, for he careth for you. When David was in di- 


refs, and had no friend that took ‘any care of him, 


; mae ttayed himfelf with this, thathé had a God that 
‘Bwas his refuge, who would net only give him Hea- 


ren whenhe died, but alfo be his portion, and take 


‘liihe care:of him inche land of the living, P/ul. 142. 
UE 5. Z looked on ay-right hand, and beheld, but there 


vas no man that would know we refuge failed me, no - 
gyen cared for my foul; Icryed unto thee , O Lord, 7 


“UNM aid, thou. art my refige, and my portionin the land ‘of 
MS lhhe living. The fewer’ friends» you have in the 


Vorld, andthe les help and relief you are like to 


‘iii@ave frommen, the more you fhall have: from God; 


or he iswontin aneminent mannerto take careof 


\{tli@uch’as are friendlefs and helplefs, P/a/. 27.10. phen 


Be) Father. and my (Mother forfake me, then the. Lord 


i 4 take me up. Jer. 30.17. I will reffore health uno 
Wt @ihee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, [aith the Lord, 
li@ecaufe they called thee an out-caft, faying, this is Zion, 


Aon NO” WLAN feeketh. after. Pfal, Io. I4. — The poor 


het azeaneitteth himself unto thee, thew art the helper of the 


fh Lord} 


her 
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Objet. 3. But I can't works my age, may one [ay ; 
say fickne[s and other infirmities, may another [ay,do dif- 


wle me from workings and how then foall I be able ' 


d live in thefe hard times, when I can't work to get 


m4 living? 


(ifm Anfw.° 1. Ye isthe will of God, that as long ‘as 
joule have ability wefhould work for our living, for 


ly that way God is wont'to fupply our needs, name- 
f, by induftry and diligence in ofr imployments, 


yo Def. 4.21,%2. Thut.ye addy tobe guier , and to 
Ol, OME Fokr own bafinels, and to work with Your own hands, 
nena s we coramanded you that ye may walk honeftly to- 
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382 Stach as.cannot Work, > 
wards thems that are without, that ye may have lack vi * 
nsthing. The promife of being fed runs on rheigil”” 
rearms, Truf in the Lord, and do.good,—and verily thm” ” id 
foalt be fed; *tis not faid, truftin the Lord, and they * [” 
though you liveidly, you fhall be fed; but,do.goci 
and thou fhalt be fed. Idlenefs will bring a manag 
want, Prov. 19.15. Slothfulnefs cafteth into adeep fleeg Air ! 
and an idle foul (hall fuffer hunger. Boched me 
2. If youwould work, but cannot, becaufe yea mt! 
are difabled by age, or ficknefs, or fome other infegl; 0 
mity, this fhould not hinder you from truifting itr Apo! 
God to maintain you. ‘For SE eat or 
1. Whenyou can’c work, you can pray , and ii,—¢ 
you pray, God will ftir up fome or other to relieigis Cir 
you, hewill by his Providence fend in a fupply @hinc, 
your wants, fothat you need not fear want as lore ton 
as youcan pray, Pfzl.34.10. They that feck the Lopgaed 
(hall not want\aay good thing. ey were 
2.. When you-can’t work, God can and will wony « Fie 
for you.;/ thongh ‘God ceafed from the works fy) le » 
Creation on-thefeventh day, yet he ftill continue fy 1 i, 
ro work for his people inthe way of his Providence being) 
Fob.5.17. ALy Father worketh hitherto and I.york. | 
3.The Lilliescannot {pinjor doany other work, 
the Lord fendsuponthemrain in due feafon, wher 
by they arenourifhed, and clotheth them ima Mo 
glorious manner, AZatih.6.28,29,30.and why fhow@ehin, } 
you fear that God will not nourifh and clothe you: y 
though you fhould be able to. dono work? WAR: bist 
could you do, when you lay in your Mothers wom tk?) 
_and for fome years after you were born into thy)» 
world? Ifthe Lord provided for you when Yomi‘), 
could dono work for him,’ or for your generation, 
becaufe of your infancy, why fhould you diftruft bj @in(y,, 
for Proyifion, when,you are difabled from workitihy »,, 
_ by ficknefS.or old age ? Objeéh 
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q iQ. 2 foould rely upon God for a Subfiftance. ¥ 33 


® Objekt. 4.° Bat I begin to be~in wanteulready, I 
Wi bat have lived plentifully heretofore, have not now where~ 
| athal. to fupply may - per (onul and family ‘néceffitiess 
Bind it peirceth my heart to'fee my children crying 
Wibout we’, dnd 1 have mot wherewithal to relieve 


Ants. Thit be fo that’ you ‘aré fometimes 
pinched with Hunser, yee remember’ 1."That bet- 


die ee men than yoware, have been exerciféd with this 
tityall; che Apoftle Pas! {peaking of himfelf,and the 


ther ‘Apoftles, faich 1 Cor. 4, 11. Even unto this 
refent hour, we both hunger and thirft, and are 
laked, —— und have no certain dwelling place. Yea, 


®lefus Chrift himfelf was tryed with ‘this affliction 
WF hunger, and whenhe washungry, he fowght for 
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lief from the ‘trees of the field , and was difap- 
Mointed of ‘his expectation, Adar. 11.12, 13.5 When 
hey were conse from Bethany hewas hungry ,\ and [ee- 
ng a Fig-tree afar of » having leaves, he came , if 
Maply he might find any thing thereon ;» and when he 


Mame to it. he found. nothing but leaves. At another 


ime being weary and thirfty in his travel, he asked 
) draught of water of awoman of Sansaria, and was 
lenyed it, Job. 4. 6. when he was upon the Crofs, 
ull of pain and anguifh, which made him very thir- 
ty, whenhe cryed oucto thofethat ftood round a- 
tout him, Ithirff 3\No body gave him any thing to 


@lrink buc Vinegar, which encreafed rather than miti- 


ated his torment, Joh.19.28, 29. feremiah,one of the 
}2ords Prophets,was ready to dié for hunger; Fer.38. 
D.They have caft Feremiah into the Dungeon,and he 2 like 
0 die for hungers.2.This affi@tion of hunger‘as well as 
ther afflictions, is a fatherly chaftifement,and comes 
irom fatherly love, and is fene with a defignto do us 


mood, Dent. 8. 35:5, 16. He hambled thee, :and [uffer- 
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184 * Suchet begin toto be want "Ql hh 


ed thee to-hunger,;-——Thow {halt confider in thine heart, qi ial 
that as aman chaftneth hes fon, fo the Lord thy: Goth wie De 
bah chaftneth thee, ——that he might p ible thee; and that pla 00 
be he: might prove thee, todo thee. good at ithy. latter: ends path 
3,. The grace’of God. will-enable:a’ man co fuffer} i A if 
hunger, or any other.affliGion contentedly, Phila. fuldo™ 
12,13. E know both howto be abafed; and I know how) > 
20 deatiade ; every wheres and in-all things 1 am inftrutteds preity 
both. to be full, and to be hungry ; both to abound, ang ye’ 
to fuffer need. I can ‘do all things shang Chrift hick puree 
frrengtheneth we... He pa 
2.° If by this Disvilen as you are Bnotipht to wanty pryes ae 
and are pinched with hunger, Jec this affli€tion pug put tioug 
you upon renewing your repentance, and caufe you} perelre 
to cry mightily to theLord, and he will fave you juli om 
i from, your diftreffed condition, Pfali 107.4, 5, Os a beard 
UH They wandered inthe Wilderne(s, —hungry and thirfiy tn 
et their fouls fainted in them s.then they cryed unto the Lord - and 
| in their trouble,.and he delivered them’ ont of their dix fo {he wen 
bene | freffes. Though you are now under great farcitys py ify a 
AY. dy yet if your fcarcity put you upon renewing your ptt td 
ep i . repentance; the Lord will-turn your Scarcity income ital 
in tt | | plenty... Blibu {peaking of fuch as are in affliction, fie Ld: 
ees ie and having {hewn how God commandeth them tog/in 
Ba” iW - return from fniquity., tellech-us what God will do eo fir 
| in for fuch as.at the command of God. do return frompilayhy: 
. . their fins, Fob 36. 11, 16. If they ohey and Seroe will if 3 
| hin, they (hall {pend their dayes in pro[perity, and theit Malton 
. Searsiin pleafures : Even: fo\wonld he have removeae av Gof 
dae ' thee ont of a ffrait into.a broad place's where there ie : 
iH ! q no firaitnels ;.and-that,which (bould be fet .on thy Tables Bi t 
dh re flould be full: of fatnefs. When the Prodigal cal 
AY I hy Pas Pees to be in want his want, brought his fins CO Be yj 
\ pag remembrance, and put him. upon recurning home to Ming h 
19) ne his Father, and when he:came to his Father , =| 
it 1 | ¥ confeder : 


~ 


1 


» 
§ 


——r 


3. When your children comeabout you and cry 

Lor bread,-and you have it not.to:give them ,’ remem- 

wil, amper that their cries do not only» pierce your hearts; 
whit enter into the ears of the Lord of Sabbath. When 
the water in Hagar’s bottle was {pent, and che child 
tonaitryed, and fhe knew, not where to have any more, 
itionpm@pue thought, that che child: maft needs perth, and 
icinleyogtherefore cait the childundera fhrub, becaufe fhe 
ive yocould not tell how» to fee the death of the child ; 
.4,5,God ‘heard thecry of the.child. and fent her relief, 
wo thin en. 21. 15,16, 17, 19. The water was. {pent in the 
inthe lambottle’, and {be caft.the child under one of the. (brubs-s 
fthiriiand [he went,’ and: fat her down over againft him, a good 
ilanciiamay. off, as it were a Bow [hot for (he faid, Let me not 
nig yotatee the death of the child : and fle (at over againft bins 
city intend lift ap her voyce and wept. eAnd God heard the voyce 
Ridiomofthe Lad: andthe Angel of God: called to Hagar ont 
when af Heaven, and faid untorher, What aileth thee, Ha- 
lwililgar'? fear nots for God hath heard the voyce of the 
nrnittimdoad where he is sand God opened: her eyes and {he (aw, a 
1 a (Pell of water. “Wheathe young ravens wander up 
. aliand down feeking meat and can find none, and-cry 


SAE ssa ADORE AP Na saatetes 


» nommanco’ God, be heareth them, fob 38. 41.1 Wao 
minimprovideth for the Ravens his foods when his yoteng ons 
wii tmery unto God, they wander for lack of meat. Pial.147- 
dia i 9: He giveth to. the beaft hes food, andto thayoung Ra- 
hic (ulm eens which cry. Doth God hear the, voyce ot the 
Myoung Ravens when they cry, and provide them 
ifood >and do you, think. that: he will noc shear 

rhe 


- your felves and families are now and then’ pinched 


4, 
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186 Encoaragements tofuch as fear Quai 


the crys of your yours children, and provide them4" 
food? | : 


4. Though you begin to be in want, and both 


wre) i b 
dive 18) 
kr pri 
here Was 


with hunger, yer truft {till in God, that he will pro-| 
vide for you and youts fuch food ase feeth to be 
convenient ‘for you.) Our faich. muft nor flag ok 
fail when we meet with fharp trials; you know what 


Fob sich, Job x3. 14. Though he flay'mey yet wil rrnfB i 
in him. If your hunger and ‘fearcity. fhould ‘bey tt 


fuch, as that you fhould think God intended to flay? 
you with hunger, yet you mafttrutin him. I will 4 
give a few encouragements to fuch as are under fear,| lafully 
orin danger of being famifhed with hunger, totruft phwue | 
in God to relieve them. 

I. Your bodies are. members of Chrifts ‘Body, 
4 Core 6. 15.. Know ye not that your bodies are’ the 
saensbers of Chrift 2 and templesof the Holy Ghoft, 
Werf. 19. Know ye not that your body ws the Temple of the 
Holy Ghift which win yon? And do you think that! 
God willbe unmindful of his Sons members, and of 
the Temple of the Holy Ghoft? The affli@tions off 
the Saints are faid to be the affli&tions of Chrift, Col. 
4. 23. That which affi@s them, is an afli@ion to} 
him, 7/4. 63. 9. In all their afflittions, he was afflict 
éd, Their hunger and thirft, may in fome fenfe be gem 
faid to be his hunger and thirft, Afstth. 25.3 5. I was Biatr 
An hungred, and ye gave me meat 5 1 was thir fPy, and ye | 
Lave me drink. 1 

2., Confider what promifes God. hath made to fy 
preferve his people from being famifhied, and to sive | a 
chem plenty of all fuch things as are. good for them, We ns: 
Prov.t0. 3. The Lord will not fuffer the foul of the ate 
vechteous to be familked.» Joel2. 26. Ye (hall eak im E 
plenty, and be fatisfied, and praifethe Nine of the Lord ¥ 
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Q.2. L phey fhallbe Starved: 187 


B your God, Plal, 33. 18, 96 Behold, the Eye of the Lord 


iB mercy: to deliver their (oul from death, and to keep them - 


ps upon them that fear him, upon thens that hope in his 


alive in famine. Pfal.136.15: Iwill abundantly blefs 
her provifion, I will fatéshie her poor with bread. When 


i there was fucha great {carcity among the Jews, thac 


they could not fee which way they fhould be fapply- 
ed with provifion, Foelt.16. Is not the meat cat 


off before’ your eyes? ‘yet even then God ’promifeth 
iw hais: fervants fuch*plenty as fhould fatisfie them, Chap. 
B 2. 26. Ye {hall eatinplenty, and be {atesfied, ‘and praife 
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the Name of the Lord your God, that hath dealt won- 
derfully with you; and my people (hall never be afbamsed. 
Another promife you have, Z/4..41.17; 18. When 
the poor and needy feck. water, and there % none , and 
their tongue faileth for thir ft, Ithe Lord will hear then, 
I the God of Ifrael will not forfake them: I will 
open Rivers in high places, and Fountains’ in the 
midft of the Valleys; I will make the Wilderne{s aPool 
of water, and thedry Land Springs of water: Here God 
promifech, that when‘his Servants are deftitute of 
neceflary provifion, and are in fuch ftraits as chey 
are ready to perifh, he will fend them in unexpected 
fupplies, he will alter the very courfe of Nature, 
rather than they fhall perifh, He will make the Wil- 
dernefs a Pool of Water, and the dry Land Springs of 
Water. Though this promife be not tobe reftrained 


Pom tO temporal things, butincludeth alfo many {piricu- 


al blefiings, yerit may very fafely and properly be 


® applyed by fuch as are in great firaits, and ready to 
ios perith for want of provifion for their outward man. 
‘viv Let me add’this farther, That: God is mindful of 
: Pe ) every Promife of his Covenant which relates to 
ym Our temporal as well as. our fpiricual welfare, P/ai, 


thf ATT, 5. He bath’ given meat unto them that fear 
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188 Enconragemtents tofuch as are pinched with | Q.23) 
him, he will ever be mindful of bis Covenant. 


| 0,4 How 


Baits f 


3, Confider what greata care God hath. for cheg” 
fatisfying of fuch as‘are‘hungry: 1. It hath: beeng 
his maner of old to provide good things for theg 
shungry , Lakit.53- He hath filled the hungry witht’ 
good things.) When che Z/raelites were hungry ih) Gi é 
the Wildernefs, he gave them bread from heaven?) "* 
to fatisfietheir hunger, and fetched water out of ag’ 


Rock,to quench theirthirlt, Web.9. 15. -Thow gave 
thems Bread from Heawen, for their hunger: and bronght- 
eft forth Water for thens, out of the Rock , for their thirfhi) 
He caufed: the’ Ravens to bring. bread and. flefh; 
to feed Elijah in a time of famine, 1 King. 17. 6,) 
The Ravens brought him bread. and flefh in the. morn) 
“ing, and bread and fielh inthe evening. The Ravens 

ot their own nature would rather devour and eat 2 
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‘mans flefh,chan bring him bread and flefhto prefervey™” { 


hislife, (@ Prov. 30. 17. fo that we fee that God 
hath alrered-che courfe of Nature, and wronght mis 
racles'to fatisfie his peoples hunger.: And as he hath 
done great things of old for the fatisfying the huns 
gry , and relieving the poor and needy; fo he hath 
promifed tobe mindful of themh in all ages, and to-do 
wonderful and unufual things rather chan they’ fhall| 
‘perith for want of neceffary food, as you-may fee 
in the fore-quoted Promifes, Jf. 41.17,18. Pfals} 
¥11. 5; and he willkeephis'truth for ever in thefe} 
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BQ. 2. Hanger, and fear they {hall he frarved,&c. 189 

BEnemies, Row. 12.20. If: thine Entiny hunger , feed 
bie; if he thirft,cive him drink, He hath not only com> 

imanded us to feed the hungry, but alfo hath promifed 
great rewards to fuch as feed the hungry; 7/2. 58.20, 


Lf. thou dram out thy foul to the hungry, and [atufie the 
afflicted fouls then fhall thy light rife in obfcurity , and 
Why. darkne{sbe as the noon day. ‘Matth.25.34,1 5. Come 
Ct Out of 


ne bleffed of wy Father's inherit the Kingdom prepared 
ifor you, froue the. foundation of the world: for I was an 
hungred, andiye gave memeat ; Iwas thirty, and ye gave 
ime drink, : fee tarther, Pfal. 41. 1,2,3. yea fo care- 
ifulis God of hungry perfons, that he threatens to 
icondema thofe atthe day of judgment, ‘who. have 
neglected to feed the hungry, Adatth. 25. 41,42. 
\Depart from me, ye:curfed, into everlafting fire; préen 
pared for the Devil and his Angels; for was an'hungred, 
band ye gave meno meat; I was thirfty , and ye gave me 
no drink. May notthis care that God hath of the hun= 


sry, incourage you totruft in God: in your: greareft 
ftraits’,-when you fear that you hall perifh. with: 
ahiunger ? : 
4.\ Confider that-God is wont:to be feen in the: 


vito(g@ Mount: our extremity is,Gods opportunity... When 
they figthe Widows .Provifion was all fpent toan handful 
nay (MOL Meal; and alittle Oylin-a Crufe,.and. fhe knew 
pg not. where to have any more, but verily choughe that 
', dhe and her fon muftidie; then cometh Elijah, ‘and 
4@multiplyech her Provifion, fo that fhe: and all: her 
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190 Enedareett to fach.as are pinched with Q.2)] tg Fr 
awell of water by her, Gen-21. Is, 6,19. When the be 
Altar was buile, whereon,Afaae was. to\be facrificeds i), 
andthe wood was laid in order, and:Zfaaciwas bound Ee 
and laid- upon the Altar, and: Alraham’s:.vand was} Pe 
firetchedout, and he. had taken his knife,:then the §, 
Angel of God calls tohim aut of Heavento fparey 
Lfaac,.andfhews himaRam that was provided.to beg. * i 
facrificedsind {aae’s head, Gen, 22.9, 1@) Th, 12,179 
And, this aa of:Gods:-Providence in. refcuings Lae, 6 
when: he was‘atthe point of death;: waserecorded tof). .” 
flrengthen the-faith of: all Gods fervants in: alli ages; . 
thatthey may trufhimGod intheir greatettextremi-§. 
ties, as we mayi fee; Ker ib4qw: | pee 

°§-, Capfiden bow ealieia ching itis! with God: to F" 
provide. for, you, feeing heiptheLord-ofthe whole f) 
world, and hathiall the fithessofthe Sea, and-all the FF 
fowls.ofithe:Air, And:all.ché creatures of: the Earth F' 
atchis difpofal x: P/al.2q.a2° Lhe Earth tthe Lords, § 
dna the falnefs, thereof s the world, and they thati dvell Bi" 
therein: Plal. $0. 10; 118° Bvery Beuft of the Forre ft. eA tO th 
is mine, and the Cattel xpon athoufand Hills; T-know. all f°": 
the Fovwls of the Adountains, and: the wild Beafts of the gs" 
Field are mines yeas he cany ifhe pleafe , futtain. you, \ 
hy. his Wordswithout giving of you bread, Deut: 8.32% 

Andhe humbled thee, and (ufftred thee to hunger, and fede | 
thee with Mannay which thourkueweft not, neither, did" the 
thy, fathers:kuogesithati be might make thee knows that We «/ilae 
man doth notlivdbybrend onlyy but. by every word which Bt hear 
proceedeth out of the monthof. the Lord doth, mam lives Mitel 
God can fend anvngel freng Heaven to bring. your go 

 Prvilion, as hé:did:co:Eljsh,: when he fled into the: meri 
Wildernefs to;fave his life, «King. 19. 3,4,5;6. God 
canturn ftonesiacolbrdad, ALat.319:God zs able of thefe) @ 
Stoves toraife up Childrenunte. Abraham. It God can iP jon 
raifé up Children from Scones,he can alfo turnttones: 
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Q.2. Hunger, and fear thay {hall leftarved. x9 4 
into. Bread, to nourith the Children of Abraham. 
Wctifiod 


_ 6. Conlider how willing God is. to relieve you, 
he isnot only able, but willing to feed the hungry. 
This will appear. from, what was faid concerning the 
care that Godtakes of fuch asare hungrys: Cone 
fider 3, However, I thalladd fomething farther con+ 
cerning Gods willingnefs to fupply your wants, be- 


Canfe it is noeafie, matter to. truft.in God when. we 


come into great ftraits. 1.Earthly.Parents will not de- 
hy their Children Bread , when they are hungry and 


cry for it; ¢Mat.7.9,10.Kbat mana there of yor,twhovde 


if his Son ask. Breadywill he give hinsia Stone? or if he ask. 


a ifh, will he give him a Serpent? And God our hea= 


venly Father. is more.willin 
Hs when. we ask for them 
B00d thin 


Ys Fob 
tfe ‘for 
he vver- flowing of waters? or. amay-for the lightning 
f Thunder to caufedt to rain onthe Earth,where no wir 
45. on the Wildernéfs, where there ts naman 2 tp fatisfie 


(42 defolate and muft groundy 4 Can it enter intd 


vad ito, hearts co think, that God fhould forget you in 


we | 


four necellity, when.as he remembereth the dry'and 
jhitity ground, even that whichis, defolate and ly- 
th walt >. The, Sparrows are Birds of a {mall vas 


Ne, yet God doth not forget any of them, but:sives 


em their. meat in due feafon, LAR 12.6, Are: aot 


vt Nive Sparrows fold. for two farthings 2 and: not one of 


m | 
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92 -\“Encsuragembnts to fuchas are,8cc-> Qua - 
are of more valne thin'many Sparrows TE God donot gic 
forget aSparrow, you may certainly conclude , that gil. 719 


B Sid | voice; he would continue onr plenty 5 fatter he hath 
| ait taken it away, ourfcarcity lead-us.co-repentance, he 
ais iy will reftore our plenty eeain sSPYa- SEs 13515, 16. bi, yet. Us 
i HL Oh that my people hud hearkened unto me; and I frael haamonle, 10 
iM swalkedsin my wayet!—their ime Prowl have pedecred for 20, Bell 
het A forever’: heifbould have fed thems alfo withthe fineft of Biltiedy! 
Ae a the wheats and with doney ont of thevocks (bould I hawt 
Re | farisfied-them..-4.0\The Lord Jefas takes notice whoghr fa, ' 
| tin they are that have fothing to: eat pand. are in dangerfhin( ¢ 
igen of fainting for want food, andisvery full of com: 
A es pation toward thofethat aren fuch a condition. The 
bp) Gia Bowels of his ‘Compathon didcfo yearn towards thei, If hy 
eh | 7 multitude that hadsbeemchree dayes withoue’ foodie be bro 
a and were in. danger'to-fainty that: he wroughe®a mt ior ny 
i ue racle ro feed them, »Afurk Si 41°2) 35 &c. aan 
i . odtmay befomewilhfay, Since God brought mei 
| to diftrefs, I have manifetted:much«unbelit, and deg 
frufty notwithftanding I baveiformerly-had great Exe if 
perience of: Gadsn goodnefs.; and therefore -T amy band the 
hey ; afeaid now he will:fatferme to: ftarve 5 and: look MOMtin jin 
Wie} more after me. ZS QUA RSLS afl TR: an 
i Oe a An. Ifyou humble your felvestor your UNDER foo. 
ie Wa lief; God-wiltbothipardon your. fins and give YOu aM |), 5 
i Hee te plentiful fupply of your wants. The Jews who hadih;.,,.. 
{een God.providing for them ina wonderful mannehyy, y, 
: i did 
' 


” 
a 


Xi Q.2.  Encouragementsto trafe in God, Sc. 193 


did intheir ftraits-difcover a sreat deal of diftruit> 
.*) thi (al.. 78.19, 20. They fpake againfe God ; they fide 
. SOMiGan God furnifha tablein the Wilderne[s? Behold , he 
“MOM Gasote the rock, that the waters gu(led ont, and the ftrearss 
“Olid iwer-flowed ; cam he give bread alfo 2 can he provide fle 
“Wor bis people 2 Yet God, did fully fupply all cheir 
‘nuineivants, vere25:—+He fent them nteat tothe full—And 
‘ecaliiilfo pafled by their tranfgreflions, wer. 38. He being 
) mpi nll of compaffion, forgave their iniquity , anddeftroyed 
COLO pene not. God is-wont to chaften his children for 
their unbelief, but not to break his promifes made 
Wo them. Zacharias was ftruck dumb for his unbe- 
lef, yee his fin did not -hinder the fulfilling of the 
romife, that was accomplifhed in its feafon, Luke 
Wei igt, 20. Behold, thou (halt be dumb, and not ableto [peak 
ne fp tatil the day that thefe things (hall be performed ; becaufe 
Shon Lelieve/t net my words 5 which [ball be fulfilled in 
their feafon. Rom. 3. 3, 4. Shall their unbelief make the 
weindungelaath of God without effect? God forbid, 


dition, T bi S£¢. Tei Ty 
omrdstif’ 12. If by thisaffiction youare, or fhould here- 
ut fool rer sbe broughe into fuch great ftraits asthat you 
ginow not what to do, but are like a man at his wits 
id, that.knoweth not which way to winde or turn 
limfelf to get out of histroubles, be not difmayed at 
f, buc look up unto’ God, and commit your felves and 
(i lbyour affairs unto him, cry to the Lord to help 
’on, and though he do not prefently deliver you, yee 
Baftin him that he will deliver you in his. own good 
Jitte ; and wait patiently uponhim for his help, how 
dmieeat foever your {traits are, and thongh ic be 
yest ery long before he fend you deliverance, Thus 
he fervants of God in former times were wont to 
‘lq > when'cheir-coadition was fo diftreffed, they 
| «nah G knew 


b know we what todo, 


didft deliver them ; they eryed wnto thee, 
ed . theytruffed in thee, 
40. 1,2. I waited patiently for the Lord , and he enclts 
ned unto me, andheard my cry hebrought me up alfo out 
of an horrible pit, outof the miry clay’, 
upon A 


you to truft inGod , and to wait patiently upon him, 
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va f. When you know not what to do, God knows 


whatto do foryou. Weread, Fohn 6: 5. When fe 
| fus lift up hes eyes, ) 
Fi} | him, he {aid unto Philip, Whence [hall we buy bread; tha 
: ! | thefe way eat. Philip was at a lofs,be knew not whene 
Hitt they 


ee ey titude, asyou may fee, ver. 7. Bue though Phili 


a godly mans temptations are 
which way he fhould be delivered , God knows ho¥ 


and were not confounded. Plalm) 


{ome things by way of encouragement , to encourage 


when you are in fuch great ftraits that you know no} 


gape Sn knew not how or which way fuch a mulcicude fhouluy, 
| be provided for, Chritt did, ver.6. This he [aid th. 
prove him, for he himfelf knew what he would do. WHER» the ‘ 
fuch as he knowetht nOMih ve: 


| i | deliver the godly out of temptations—If fuch though 
i ! | fhould arife in your hearts (asthrough the fugeeltiom,, 
i 4 of Satan poflibly they may) that your {traits are {ii,, 
ik hy E great, tharcheway of your deliverance is noc onli...’ 
ian |) hid from your eyes, but hid from God alfo 5 and chal bin» 
Mie ae -tigabove the wifdom of Godro know how to deli... 
it yér you , abominare all-fuch wicked and ungodl) otf i 


ek: > thougtitg 


194 Encouragenients totrnft in God when weare Q.a2 Mi 1" 
knew not what to do, they looked tothe Lord to help: 
them, 2 Chron. 20.12. Qrour God,—-we have nomight i 
againft this great company that cometh againft ws, neither @ 
bat ofr eyes are upon thee, Pfal. 22.) 
4; 5. Onr Eathers trufted in thee, they trufted, and thew tr 
and were deliver=@i 
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rock, and effablifhed my goings. I wil] addeg 
nd, Zech. 
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fie, Thole 
tous, Hal 


Nes my way 


ber thon th 
) 
and [aw a great company come UnEBnr, mdm 


me. 
2, When 


hae ra do 
tg A Uy 
fhould have bread enoushito fuffice fuch a mubfiile rote 


to deliver him, 2 Pet.2..9. The Lord knoweth how ty jy, 


" Q:2. in fuch firnits that ive know tot whabto dos 9% 
ql vi¢iirhoughts, and remember, thac Gods Wifdom is ing- 
“wold mite, far above what’ we can fearch into, Ifa. 40,27, 
'\ Midii8. FVhy (ayeft- chow, O Jacob; and [ptakef?, O Tfrael, my 
Fa pay is hid fromthe Lord, and my judgment is paffed over 
1 ill ons may God > Haft thok not known ? haft thou not heard, 
teil bat the everlafting God , the Lord, the Creator of the 
‘ Clldinds of ‘the earth Fainteth not, neither is weary ? ‘there is 
i ee 1 fearching of his dnderftanding , Plal. 147.5. Great 
DMs oar Lord, and of great power, his ander ftanding is ine 
inite. Thofe things which feem invincible difficul- 
Biestous, have no difficulty atallinthe account of 
‘Moura sod, Zech: 8. 6. If it be marvelloss in the eyes of the 
\Onhill esnant of this people, in thefe dayes, fhowld it alfo be mar~ 
pelts in minetyes, faith the Lord of Hofts? Va. 56. 

9. Aty thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 

lajes my wayes, faith the Lord; for as the- heavens are 
igher than the earth, {0 are my wayes , higher than yout 

‘in Wiayes,- and way thoughts than your thoughts: 

ili-2. When you are at that pafs, thac you know not 
that to do, ‘as God knows what to do for you, fohe 

y able to help and deliver you, ‘his Power is equalto 

Mis Wifdom, Gen. 18. 14. Js any thing toohard for thé 
ord? Luke 1.37, With God nothing shall be anpof- 
ii@ible.. Even fich things as men judge impoffible , and 
bat they do not only judge fo, bue cthofé things 

neti Rich are real impoffibiltties comen, are poffible with 
koonsitod, Luke 18. 27. The things which are unpoffible with 
anche, are poffible with God. When che difficulty of your 
ch thouate difcourageth you from believing ; confider whac 
great and hard work it was to make the heavens and 

N€ earth,” and chen you will conclude that nothing 

am be too hard for God, Fer. 32.17. Ah; Lord God; 
Wold thou haft made the heaven and the earth by thy 
Beat power, and firetched ott arme ; and there is nothing 
dhard for thee. -Suppole there was no way extant; 
ae Oz . .. wheres 


———— 
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196. Entouragements totrujtinGod, Qatlhy 
whereby. you can bedelivered ontnof your tronbless qyiitit 


Godcan take a way-for you to,efcape.,. he can create gpinltas 
deliverance; Cor.\40..'13. God is faithful , who wilh gl telnet 
not [uffer you to be tempted ubove that. ye are able bat wiht, 10 Th 
with the temptationalfo unke a way to efcape, that yey, Halt yn 
may be able.to Lear ite Tfae.4. 5»: The. Lord. will: creatediyth: 
ypon every dwelling place. of Atoant Zions, and upon her i Thove 
affemblies,- aclond and fasoke by days andthe (hining of Me giat10¢ 
a flaming fire by night; for apon all the glory {hall.ve ay 
defence. rage sae eS p Call 
3. The Lord is not only able to help. you out oly 
sreat ftraits, but be hath promifed , thar when youghi delive 
are infuch diftrefs that, you. know not what to. do Bij Gol 
if you-call upon him, and:eruft: in him,, he willdelt gy 
ver you, Pfal. 25. 15. Aline eyes areever towards thi) 
Lord, for-he {hall pluck, my feet ond of the net. Wehetiy he's (ii 
Davids feet were entangled ina net, that he KNEWEhl p/y 
not which way to winde and turn, bimfelf, he eyespy s(x 
and.refts upon Gods promife, He fhall pluck may feetniw' st 
out of thenet, Plal, 9Q. 15+ Call apon me in the day OMe an 
troubles I will deliver thee, and thow fbalt, glorific meiy thieth 
Thegday of trouble taketh in the greateft, as well ay hea 
leffer troubles, ‘andthe Hebrew word thatisufed MMe py 
this place for trouble, is the fame that is ufed, Daley bitin 
12.1. where the Prophet fpeakech of {uch atime Oly 4, 
trouble as never was lince the Creation: fo that | 
promife implyes thus much, whenit isadayof ctroul, bid 
ble with you, though your preflures and troubles big...’ 
fuch, as never any perfon or people méet.with sreatel, 
fince the creation of the world, if youwcallupon Gow, 
he will deliver you, 7b 5:19. Haballdeliver theen§, : 
‘fxctroubles, yea, infeven there [hall no evil touch thes 
TheHebrew word for trouble here, is the fame wit}h. 


MM than, 
sith {i () ( 


flared, agéyaity 2SaM424, Loo ¥ am inagreat fra 
h ; ra 
‘ . ‘ 


Aw Oe 


es, JOalé yuitken wn? again 2 

vom the depths of tRe\earth. : 
i.e 4-. Lhough yoube in fuch Rraits, that’ you khow 
1 lot what to do, yet truft in God, for your help doth 
mot ftand in yourown wifdom,’ or in your own 
trength, ‘bucinthéLord’, Pfal.124. 8. Ovr' belp is 
Ep the nase of the°Lord ; who made heaven and earth. 
tt VBFour delivevancetrom trouble, doth nor dome part- 
wOdhy from God; and'partly from your felves; bit from 
30d only, Pfalv'62. 6." He: only is my rock, and wey 
alv ation; bets my defences I [hall not.be moved. When 
aw help faiteth he will be a ‘very’ preferit helb.in 
“ai rouble, Pal. 46.15 God is our refuge and frrength , a 
ery: prefent Relp-ih trouble.’ Now feeing your help 


tandech only in she: name of the Lord, tholigh your 
mmeoomgitdom and yourcability to help your felvés fatleth 
i m@rou,: this fhould nor hinder you from trufting th God 


Shelpyous or he pa eeR EL: 
suled Bag) Confider! what God hath “done for dthers if 
tt; Ua eig fraits . when they cried ‘unto God; he helped 
heim, ‘thouphtheir troubles were ‘fuch'as’ that cheir 
lil@Onls meleed Gadérthem, and they have been at their 
ay Ot DS vits end, P/al. 107; 26,27, 28, They mount up tothe 
OU avers they go down again to’ the depths s their {onl is 
vith tl ase ed bécawfenf triuble,—they are at their wits endsThen 
im al \Mey cry unto the Lord in their trouble , and he bringéeth 
linn MM heme ont of their diftrefs. Plal. 34. 6. This poor. man 
Mmityed, and the T.ord heard him, and (aved hing out of all 
we troubles: David was deliveréd out of a great {traic, 
when he penned this Pfalm, a’ you! may fee by che 
sn AE, COMpared' with I Sam, 2%. To, 11,112,713. De 
- Bis O. 3 ott 


' ACH 
45 We 


| 
198 Though we mere bxonght into ftraits Q.23! Q a 
vid gives us diversinftances.of.Gads delivering him]? ie 
outot very great {traits , fuch as to an eye of fence, +f rho 
feemed inextricable and invincible, SP/a/. 18,29. By Bi ‘if 
thee Ehavernn through a troop, and by my God have kV. 
leaped over a_wall. Pfaliqo. 2. He brought. me. ap oat pov 
of an horrible pit, ont of the miryclay. And he elle yp? 
us, thacit wasthe. wilk-of God, that thofe delizes Mi 
rances which God had given him, fhould encourage pin 
otherstotruft in the Lord, Adany fhall: fee ity: and” " 
feary and {eal trujt in the Lordy Vere 3 <, “4 vir sbi 
6. The Holy Ghofrecommendeth itto us, as that! fr | 
which is very good and profitable forus, and-veryy”” 
acceptable and pleafing to God, that we fhould-rrnfty™” 
and hope in Gad, in our areatelt firaits; Lam. 3/26, % ” 
Tis good that a man{pould both hopes, and.quietly wait Cory" = 
the [alvation of the Lord. This was fpoken to thole 
wha werein greardiftrefs, and faw no way how chey 
fhould ger oucof their troubles, wer .2. 9. He hath\! 
hedged me about, that I cannot get ont he bath made ngs 
chain beavy, he bath, englofed my mayes with hewmen frone, oe delve 
be hath made my paths crooked. Hereapon, they werg bun 
ready to deéfpair of deliverance, ‘and to fay, ver. 1 Syn 
CMy frength and: nay hope is yperified-from the Lord ithe ar 
Yetto them the Holy Ghoft faith, J is, goo# that ia hat ii 
man. frowld both hope, and-quictly. wait for the, falrrarignyi nn me 
of the Lord. And asit is good for us, foalfo icy | 
plealing to God that we fhould hope in him under ont} ts and! 
sreatett troubles, P/al, 147-11. The. Lord toketh phew lying 
[ure thie that’ fear. bie y in thofe, that hope tn Dag in 
MEKCY2 LA AG tae | 
If any fay, I have brought my felf into my fisaitsyg)” 
and my troubles, By mydins, and this, keepeth meg”) 
from. triufitng.in God, becaufe my troubles are the 
fruit of my fins. Were it purely the hand of Goa 
| . | ; CC 


i 


in il 
re , 
4 A 
r be | 
Me Ay 
he tale 
fe deliye 
S1CONta 
te ity 4 


is, as thi 
and ve 
Houde 
hs 3: 
Aly wait 
nn tothal 
y howe 
9, He hit 
th matin 
beoon fi 
they well 
tr 
the Lan 
i thd 

he fai 
(alton 
nunderd 


Na 
Lar even 
\ | 


by ony finsy we muft traf in God. 199 


ro try my faith and patience , I conld infucha cafe 
hope in God. 

.Anf. Though our troubles do come upon us for our 
fins, yet if we humble our fouls for our fins and cry 
to’ God in our diftreffes, he will raife up deliverance 
for us, Pfal. 107.10, 11,12,13514.. Such as fitin 
darkue[s, and inthe (hadow of death, being bound in af- 
fliktion and iron; becanfethey rebelled again? the words of 
God, and contensned thecounfel of the moft high ; there- 
fore he brought down their heart with labour , they fell 
down, and there was none to help. Then they cried unto the 
Lord in their trouble, and he faved them out of their di- 
fire(ss he bronghtthem ont of darkne[s and the (hadow 
of death, and brake their-bands,ini funder. Andagainy 
Merel7519. Foolsybecaufe of their tranfgre ffiony and bes 
caufe of oheir iniquities, are afflitted 5 then they ery unto 


the Lord in their tronble, he {aveth themout of their di- 


fireffes.. When David was under fucha great feafe of 
fin as:made his heart to fail , he, did yet hope in God 


for deliverance.ouc of histroubles,: P(al. 40+: 1.2517. 


Innumerable evils have compaf]ed melabout , mine intqui- 


ties have.taken hold wpon me, {0 that I am notable to look, 


up ;they are. more than the hairs of, my head, therefore my 
heart faileth wee. I am poor and-ncedy; get the Lord think: 
eth upon me ; thon art my help and myHeliverer y make no 


Marrying, O my God. When Jonah was caft into che 


Sea, and {wallowed-up by a, Whale, tt was for his fin, 
in flying from the prefence of the Lord; yet when,in 

is affiétion hecryed to God , God heard and deli- 
vered him, Jonich 2. 2,10. 1 cryed by reafon of maine 


| efflittion, antothe Lord, and he heard me 3 ont of the 


belly. of hell cried I, and thou heardefh my voice, And the 


| Lord {pake untothe Fifh, and it vomited out Jonah upon 
, the ary land. 
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206 We muft watch and pray Q:2-8 
SECT. 12. : in) 
12, Watchand pray that ye enter not into temptas gt 
tion. Satan ufeth to be very.bufie to tempt us, when ; 
we are inafflition. Thetwo feafons wherein the De- gun" 
vil did in a more eminent manner fet upon Chriftwith jhe” 
his temptations, were, when he was in the Wilder= geio™ 
nefs, A¢erk, 1. 13. He was inthe Wildernefs forty dayesy 
sempted of Satan; and when he was entring upon his gin 
 Paflion, Lake 22-9359 Thes t your hour , and thepower) it 
of darknefs. The: Devilsat thattime beftirred them= it 0" 
felvestotheutmoft of their power, intempting and |\«{ 
affiéting the Lord Jefus: Now God hath ftripped. poem 
you of allorthe greateft pare-of your enjoyments, jy 
and ‘brought youas it were into a Wildernels; now qulo 
thae you muft expect «ro fuffer: more. hardfhip and. 
difficulties then formerly , you. may look to meee Minds: 
with more then ufual temptations.. The Devils jit 
readyto take occafionfrom others afflictions to tempt, min 
nsy: 2 Theff: 3.°35 4; §.0How much: more will he take gi 
advahtagé from ourown afflictions roaflauleuswithe Bsilistie 
histethprations?? If Satan be bufie co tempt, hady-ou. fie suis 
not need to watch-and pray tharyeenter not into. cem= fits 
ptation? I might: here ‘caution youragainit feverat. Bypty, 
emptations, I willinftance in four or-five. et Pa 
1. Take heed of ‘entertaining hard thoughts: of Bn 
God, asthough God dealt hardly with yous or of hig@iirylay 
wayes, as if therewereno proft in ferving of God, Bnecann 
becaufe you have.fuffered fo deeply; notwithtandang: Phare 
you have endeavoured to ferve the Lord :? Saran hath Wis inhi 
baffled very eminent perfons with chis: remptationy hel, 
Fob in his haite uttered fuch an expreffion ag this, fob Mini: 
30.21. Thou aré become cruel. to. we—~Fereniab in DiS VMN thy, 
diftrefs lets fall fach words as thefe, Fer. 15. 18. 
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br hy is my pain perpetual, and my wenna incurable whi 

refufeth tobe healed :- wilt thou be altogether unto me asa 

lyar, and as waters that Fail? David being exeremfed 
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Qn 2. that we enter not inte temptation: 20f 


nA joith many afflictions , faid ‘in his haft (chough upon 
“bah econd thoughts he called inns words again) that 
We Tt the pains that he had taken in ferving God was la- 
AisDeflour in vain, Pfal. 73» 13, 14.\Verily; L have cleanfed 
AN wy heart in vata, and malbed my bands.in tnnicency ; for 
Mile the day long have I been plagued and chaftened euery 
“on tworning. TE ofortifie you againtt this rempcation of 
‘poh tkvalling in.queltion the goodnefs of God, or thinking 
dihewel here is no advantage.cometh by ferving God, lecme 
Cl then idvife you'to.do thefe things. 
bing and} 3. Judgeof God according to that reprefentation 
tipped vhich he maketh of shimfelf.in his Word. Now the 
jones; fieripturesreprefent God'to be a good God, Pf: 86.5. 
neh; tow| Sow. Lord art good, and ready to forgives and plenteous in 
dlhipandiwercy znto all that calbupon thee. When the Lord: pro- 
k to mecthtaitned his: Name to AZofes, ..he proclaimed his name 
 Deilisfifter this manner,Exod.34.5,6.7 be Lord,the Lord God, 
wroremmpmercifa! and. gracions, long-(uffering, and: abundant in 
illherahel ood ne (s—He 15 fo abundant.in goodnefs, that his good 
pusnidfiets fills che whole earch, P/gl.33.5:—The Earth full 
yladyou f the Loodness of the Lord.» He 1s fo good. a. God, that 
ioremephere are {ome expreffions of his goodnels towards e- 
 (eeral fery. petfon and-every. creature upon the faceof the 
arth, Pfal..145.-9. The Lordis good to all, and his ten- 
noneoen mercies are over all hus works, His goodneéls-ts fo 
-ofhi@arear,that no\words canexprefs it; we may admire it, 
(Gn(pphe we cannondeclare the greatnels of it, Zech.g-17- 
ancing How great is his goodnels , and Vile great is his beauty? 
cian halawen in-hismoit cerrible acts there is abundance of 
naitopoodnels, Pfal,t45. 6,7. Aden {hall [peck of the might of 
WP by terrible atks,-—they {hall abundantly utter the, mc mo~ 
yof thy great goodne/s. 
# <2. Confiderwhar good thoughts of. God:the fer- 
myants of the Lord. have had in their greatett afflici- 
|. gums: chdugh in time of temptation, fome of Gods 
soot exvants have uttered fome rafh exprefligns derogato- 
ry: 
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302  Howtokeepup good thoughts of God ~  Q.22) 


ry coche goodnefs of God , yet afterwards they have; 
humbled chemfelves greatly for fuch fpeeches, as we sie;!iy' 
may fee, fob\42. 3,6. David calls himfelf fool, and| 


QF 


eka 
fut Os we 


Bios 
beaft, for {peaking difhenourably of Godin his ake fii’ 
flitions, P/al. 73.13, 22. Take the fervants of God fje:h lio. 
when they have been freed from, or gotrenthe vidtoeg ;, Wit! 
ry over temptation, and you fhall finde them admisgintbecw! 
ring and {peaking highly in the commendation Of Pookingat 
Gods goodnefs in their greateft afflictions, Pful.: Lagesniles silty 
68. Thow art good, and doft good—and this David fpokepovdenct 
when he was fpoiled of his goods, ver.61. The bandgqhovlani ti 
of the wicked have robbed me; and when his forrows piereishe 
were fo great that his foul meleed under them, ver. 28. sido 
My foul melteth for heavinefe. Neither his lofles not hie ral 
his forrows made him queftiogeGods goodnefs, but hin i «fu 
he faith under both , thow art good, ‘and doff good, Talhonile, 
another Pfalm, after he had exprefied the grearnefstn, wy, 6, 
of his forrows, Pfal.3t.9; 10. Jamin troxble, sainely, 

eye is confumed with grief, yea, my fowl and my belly; for “4, Whe 
my lifeis [pent with grief, and my years with sighing vate o 
He breaks otc into admiration of Gods. goodnefssinni‘ele/ 
veretg. O- bow greatis thy goedne{s, whichthor haphereyan 
laid up for them that fear thee! And: Pal. 73. 1, LOMbye, Gl 
Truly Godis good to Irael: God is good to. them whem, sy 
they'are forced to wander.up and downy: and are full cit 
of afflition, ver. 10. Hye people returnshither, and wast »\e\ 
ters of a full'cup are, wrang out to then. When Doeg heart 
the Edomite had ad@omplifhed his mifchievous de dine oy 
fignin canfing the Prietts of the Lord to:be fain fot iia, 
entertaining of David, which could not but bea greatiyyiin: 


: ss whom i 
grief to David, yer ftill, be extols:Gods goodnelssiis 1, 
Pal. 52. t. Why boafteft thaw thy felf in mifchief , OF. When 
mighty man ? the goodne[s of God endareth continually §y 
t | mY wT 9 


Whenthe Jews that were carried captiveinto Baby-9y 
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in our areateft aAfflittions. 203 
iorrows, that they thoughe, none ever met: with the 
ty HERE 5; they, notwichitanding all their affli&tions, think 
inset honourably of Gods goodnefs, Lam. 3.25. The Lord 
5 td wgo0d unto them that wait for Pim, unto the fol that 
a uy eeketh bins. | 
abe 3. When you are ready to have hard thoughts of 
: a God-becaufe of your afflitions, tura your eyes from 
jrltiilooking at Gods Providences,and look upon his Pro- 
spa, mifes ;chey reprefent God to be full of love,when his 
rd Providencesreprefent him to be terrible.: There is a 
‘i bi thoufand times more {weeenefs inthe Promifes, than 
Slonomthere is fhapnefs in your afflitions. _ David viewing 
Mw his afai€tions, cryed out, Pfal. 60. 3. Thou haft (hew> 
Uisiied thy people hard things, thowhaft made us to drink, the 
08, Uline of a/fonifhment. But when hie turns hiseye to the 
(ii, #Promife, he forgets his forrow , and is:filled with 
i gran joy, ver. 6, God bath [poken in hw holine{s, I willre~ 
wil ma Oye ) HES , 

i) ig, - When hard thoughts of God arife in your minds 
th hing becaufe of your affi€tions’, behold God as he hath 
gouiei@imanifetted himfelf in‘and through Jefus Chrift, and 
ninihithere you fhall fee him to be\a God of unfpeakable 
11) love; God: fo loved the world that he gave his only be- 
emi gotten Son—John 3. 16.0 When you look upon'God 
and aciin Chrift, you fhall finde him ‘without fury ‘towards 
inate fach as believe in his Son, when: he is executing his 
When Brearelt judgments, J/a.26.21. Behold the Lord 


ta 


cos gometh out of. his place to pimith the inhabitants of 


ielhintthe’earch for their iniquicy—Fury is norin'me 2° And 
heat to whomis it thac he faich »\Faryis notin mer ic is to 
; soni fuch'as take hold of hisSon, whois his trength, ver. 
niin se When you lookupon God inChrift, you may be- 
itt. hold hima reconciled Father; aGod pardoning ini- 
sino me Quity’, cranfereffion , and fit, 2'Cor. 5.19. a God 
efit chat hath blefied you wich all {piritual bleffings, Eph. 
i I, 36 
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204 How to keep good thonghts 


“3. 3+ aGodthatwill deny you nothing that is soods tat” hi 


but willogive you all things: freely, “Rom. 8. 32.40!" 
Did he pafsby the fallen Angels, ahd look upon you pie ie 
and.yet will you not have good thoughts of him? Cagge! 
you harbour any hard thoughts of God, whilft you gi 
look upon him in:Chrift Jefus> Shall fome light andi!) ™ 
fhort.afflitions, make»you overlook albthe {pirituahpeM™ 
and eternal bleflings which. God hath treafured up ty si" 
Jefus Chrift for you? If you fay thisthelps me’ bieqed 4 
little, becaufe I’cannot make it our, that God hath ies: 
given Jefus Clirift to’ mes if. I could-fee chae Gog Hitithit 
had given Chrift tome, I'think I-fliould never enters et"), # 
tain an hard thought. of God any more ?:: I anfwer, ts 4! 
God hathmade a free offerof ‘his Son Jefus Chri} | él) 
with all bis benefits untovyour foul;'as well astq ityourdl 
any other, everfince-youliave heard che Gofpel; and lets J 
doth {till continue to offerhin toyou sand calls upeieign'0) 
on you by his Minifters, and by his Holy Spirit} ¢qy me ceiling 
come and take him freely, «fark W6Ar1 gi Go! ye tint |, yOu 
all the world, ‘and; preach the Gofpel unto: every creature & \poinek 
Rev. 22.:17. The Spirit and the Brite fay, Come :ands \eople of 
let hinethat beareth',: fay, Come ; aad levibin that is whey wee 
thir ft, comes. and mhofaeversvill, let him'taketh® water ‘ love an 


of dife freely: By the water of life, is meane, Chrigen ten, If, 
and life through him, Chrift and all his faving beneay | God in 
fits; andthe Spiritiof God who fearcheth: the deepe me, you 


things-of God, and knoweth the mind@lof Go dy ane pimeth 4 


of Chrift, aflureth.iis;chat whofoever will may comer |i mn) 


and take this waver of life freely: "a Pee Hiether fy 

5. Whea you finde hard thoughts of "God arifing® Ania y 
in your mindes by reafon. of your afltétion’;*calb eo pbills ke. 
minde what God. hath been doing for you from aH Plevete! 
eternity, and what he will do for you intheaven to all” Minin 
eternity. God hath-been fetting his wifdom on work Millio i 
irom alleternity to make you happy in theenjoy> [litte 
ment § 
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Q2 of God wayesin our Afflittions, — . “20 
ent of himfelf;and he hath prepared fuch things 
or youin heaven, as eye never {aw the like, neither 
yath ear heard,’ neither can ic enter into the heart of 
nan toconceive.the worth of them, When David 
ntime of temptation was ready to think hardly of 
God , and-of his wayes , P/ul..73.23,14. After 
ue had overcome the temptation, he faith, ver..28. 
pate ts ood for meto draw near to God; and. whatcau- 
sme ed him to take up this conclufion? among other hee 
vd hiithings this. was one, he had his eye upon that blef- i 
tuat Gifednefs he fhould enjoy with God in heavén to ‘all ee 
Neentemeternity, ver.24. Thor (halt gnideme with thy coun> ° : 
lanlnenfel, and afterwards réceive me unto glory. he 
Lis Cl 6. If you'would keep up good thoughts of God ; 
well gin your afflictions, obferve what goodnefs God ma- 
Joekalmnifeftsto you in your affi@ion , and what good he | | 
il calsydeligns co you by your affliions. If you did obferve ! 
‘Spirit; amthe dealingsof God with your inward’, and outward ; 
Giyiggman, you might fee much of the love, and mercy,and 
jnammgoodaefs of God in your greateft affliftions. The 
dm: epeople of Zfrael met with variety of 4ffli@tions when 
vihgutgthey were in the Wildernefs, yet there was much of 
the love and goodnefs of God in all his dealings with | 
them, //2. 63. 7,9: And as for the ends and defigns Vea 
pf God in our affliGiions, if you confider what they | 
are, you fhall finde, chat in every afflition God 
j@maimeth at your good, Heb. 12.10. He chaftneth us 
iiafor our profit. Rom. 8.28. We know that al things ‘work, 
bogether for good to them that love God. 


ge a 


cit aewiasuonee: soe il 


| q 
tne ware 


COR- 


(ame, And as you fhould keep up good thoughts of God, er 
a, cil foalfo-keep up good thonghtsof his Service; and be- Pi) | 
font flieve firmly in your greatettfufferings , that icis net , eth 
“inhi Vain thing to waic upon God ; and this you will ea- " | 
sot aly do, if you keep up good thoughts of God: fo iW 4 

jvei@m hat there is little need of adding any thing more i 
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“$06 How to keep good thonghts of Gods ways Quai’ 


concerning this temptation: I ‘fhall’ therefore bing? 
briefly hint two or three things, andthen proceedtaf”’ 
the next temptation. gibt. 
1, Ivis very unreafonable co think that there is nof 
profit comes by walking in the wayes of God, when! 
as the Scriptures aflure us, that Gedline/s' is profitabley” 
unto all things having promife of the life that now ts, anayh’ 
of that which isto come, 1 Tim.4.8. God never did fing” 
up aby man to feekhis face im vain, J/a. 45. 19." I [aia aly igre 
not unto the feed’ of Facob, feekye'me in vain. Byyy™)" 
whoever they arethac feek and fervé theLord, he will} itd @ 
give them grace, and glory, and all good thingsipa”' 
Pfal.34. 10, They that feek the Lord, ‘(ball not want any fr" 
good thing. Plat. 84.11. The Lord Godis a Sun, and ayo 
hield-; the Lord will give grace and glory 4 and no gooa 
thing will he with hold from thems that walk, uprightlys > 1%! 
He dorh not only reward, bue’ giverh great rewardg ein 
toevery one chat keepeth his Commandments, P/algy “a 
19. 11.—In keeping of thems there is great reward, ae 
2, When God cenyes his fervants 5 or takes from pA" 
them temporal bleffings, he giveschem fpiritual blefapi"™ 
fings : When he afflicts their Bodies ; heis good ta psi 
their Souls, Lem. 3.25. The Lord is good unto thems yi)" 
that wait for him, to the foul that. fecketh him: The 'san 
pooreltof Gods fervants that have leaft of the chingsi 9 
of thisworld, are bleffed with all fpiricual bleflingsy yp". 
Eph. t, 3. and fpiritual bleffings are farbeccer champ" 
temporal bleflings. | 
3, Thevery afftGtions and troubles of Gods fers eMwth: 
vaiits are profitable co them, as hath been before #" 


cleared from feveral Scriptures , as Heb. 12. 10.) He wet 


chaftneth us for or profit 2 Pfal. 119.71. Iris good for \ (wn 
wie that L have been afflicted. Ie mutt needs therefore: Belo: 
be tinreafonable to fay’, there is no profte in ferving: Biwi, 
God becaufe his fervanrs meet with many afflictions. | 

4. The | 


2.2. in our Afflittionss a07 
4. The great day of putting.a difterence between 


Biem that ferve God, andthem that ferve him nor, is 


he day of Judgmene ;' chen:it fhall evidently. appear 


othe whole world, even tothem that can fee noad- 


imantage now in godlinefs, how much it profirecha 
plmnan to ferve the Lord, CAal. 3. 14,17, 18. Ye have 
wi, maid, It is vain toferve God 5 and what profit isit, that we 
Mve,kept his ordinance, and that we have walked monrn- 


mally beforethe ford of Hofts ?—They (that is, they chac 


erve me) (hall be mine, (aith the Lord of Hofts, inthat 


ay when I make up my Fewels, and I will [pare them as a 
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wan{pareth his own fonthat ferveth him: then’ {hall ye 
eturn and difcern between the righteows and the wicked, 
etween him that fervethGod, and him that ferveth him 
Of. 

2, Take heed of being drawn. by this afli&tion to 
lepart from God Satan hath. prevailed with fome 


impon the account of their affliftions to turn alide 


tom. God, and to give over. waiting upon him, 


wa Kings 6. 33. This evil is of the Lord, what (hould I 


Bait for the Lord any longer ?. As fome took diftatte at 
ehrifts words and departed from him, Fohsa 6. 60, 66. 


‘ts emmlZany of hes Difciples, when they had heard this,» {aid, 
B bis is an bard faying, whocanbear it? Frome that time 
himeeny of bes Difciples went back, aud walked no more 
otamath bine. So many take:fuch. offence at the provi- 
xe mencesof God, that they depart from God, and will 


Walk no more in his wayes. If you fhould be fol- 


Owed with chistemptation, to prevent your yielding 
O1t, lerme fuggelt to you thefe following confi- 


dmlerations, 


1. Confider whom you forfake, when you forfake 


* «mane Lord : God is your life , ahd will you not cleave 


‘aaa -ord thy God-——and that thon mayef? cleave unto hin, 


Oyour life, Deut. 30.20. That thou mayeft love the 


tor 
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for he is thy life, and the length of thy dayes. A&ts17.—) - 
23. Inhimwe live, and move, and have our being, Ancg 
will you forfake that God, without whom you cannoip 
live or continue in yourbeing one moment. A math’ 
will chufe rather to part with his Eftate, his Friends. 
his Liberty; yea, allchat he hath, rather than parigs' 


with his life, Fob 2.4. Skim for skin, yeas all that a 


man hath wilkhe. give for bislife. If lite be thus dean gy” 
fhould you not rather forfake all thapyou have; charg” 
forfake God who is your life? God is our gloryp! 0” 
Pfal. 3.3: Thou, O Lord, art a (hield for me, my glorygs ue | 
Now many willchufe rather to dye, than co part with)! #" 
their glory, 1 Cor.9.15. — lt were better for wee todye ms be not k 
than that‘any man {hould make my glorying void. Godiny 
your friend, and hath been your Fathers friead:— 
Now no wife man will readily forfake atrue and arpielri. 
ancient friend, Prov. 27.10. Thine own friend, anaq"| 
thy fathers friend forfake not, God is, oroughe to Bey pilake tte! 


your chiefett joy, Pful.43.4. Iwill go unto the Alta 
of God, unto God my exceeding joy. Moft men are d@ 
firous of, and follow after joy; and will you be fe 
foolifh as to forfake your chiefeft joy ¢:Godis the 
chefe good , there is nothing. in heaven or in earth 
comparable to God, Pfal. 73. 25. Whom have I th 
heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I defire) 
befides thee, There are many that pretend, at leafty t0} 
feek after that which is good, Pfal.4a. 6. There De 
many that (ayy who will (hen us any good 2 And will you 
be fo unwife asto forfake the chiefeft good 2 Who- 
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ever that was.in heaven forfook heaven, exceptingiprrr(, 

the Devils? The beft thing in heavenis God , rote, i" 

have Lin heaven bet shee 2 and will you forfake thelfy ), 

beft thing in heaven #*Did not God make-you , aad id 

hath not he maintained you ever fince you were IMMtyey , 

che'world? And willyou forfake the God.chat made Mrtinn ( 
y¥ Us) 


bevaufe of our Afittions: 209 
fou, and hath redeemed you out of all your troubles> 


ind hath maintained you to this day, Dest, 32. 6s 
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D0 you thus requite the Lerd, O fooli(h Nl and un 


pife? Is not he thy father that hath bought thee 2 hath 
¢ not made thee, and eftablifhed.thee 2. Whom have you 
ogoto, if you forfake God ? can any give you eter- 
lal life befides God? ohn 6. 67,68. Jefus [aid unto 
he twelve, Will ye alfo go away? Then Simon Peter an- 
pered him, Lord, To whom (hall we go? thon hift the 
yords of eternal life. Can any forgive your fins be- 
ides God? (Mark 2.7. whocan forgive fins, butGed 
my 2 and what a fad condition will you be in; if your 
ins be not forgiven ? who can fave you intime of 
rouble, and who can fave you from thetorments of 
fell belides God? P/al. 3. 8. Salvation belongeth un- 
othe Lord. You muft fhortly dye, and unto whom 
vill you commend your fouls when. you dye, if you 
Orfake theLord ? Pfal. 31. 5. Into thy hand I commit 
by {pirit, thon haft redeeeped me, O Lord Godof truth. 
n forfaking God you forfake your own mercies, and 


pivolve your felves in unfpeakable mifery; 


2; Confider how contrary this is to the example 
hd practice of the Saints and Servants of God in 


[ill ages, to forfake God becanfe of your affli€tions ¢ 


t you obferve their practice and carriage, you fhall 
inde that they have cleaved to,God , and continued 
onftant in their walking with God , in the midft of 


Pieir greateft troubles, P/al.44.17,13,19. ARthis 
Wi Come wpon ws, yet have we not forgotten thee neither’ 


ave we dealt fal/ly in thy covenant ; our heart is not turn- 


Wt back, neither have our fteps declined from thy way 4 
ijemmeough show haft fore broken us in the place of dragons, and 
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Yucred 1s with the. fhadow of death... Fobs aftlitions 
vere very great, yer they. did not caufe himrode- 


art trom God, or ceafe fromferving him, Fob 233.25 
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210 We mt ft nit for fake God Q.2)) Qi 
11,12. Even to dayis my complaint bitter , my flroke a yd ft Wh 
heavier than my groaning —My forothath held his frepsgy inom’ 
his way.bave I kept and not declined ; neither have I gore bin; 
buck from the Commandgsent of his lips I have efteemed|jija 


hanant y 


the words of his month dsore then my neceffary food. Jokiwinaty 
13.15. Though heflayme; yeb will I truft in hime—Daayerii ie 
vid went through many afflictions, yet none of theml/ Ira, 
caufed him to depart from God, but he continued Se 
ferve and walk wich God, notwithftanding all big}shyhor/e 
fufferings, Pfal. 119. 83, 109,143. J am become likg|tn The 
a bottle in the [moke + yet dol not forget thy Statstes— /ag thei porto 
foul is continually in mine hand ; yet do F not forget chy ith, Wh 
law—Trouble and anguifh have takemhold on me 3 yet thy) lok of the 
Commandments are my delights. Pfal. 31. 9, 20, rgeifike God 
Lam introuble, mine eye is confumed with, grief, yeas mayp\Plil:225 
foul and my belly : for my life is {pent with grief, and my \nons, the] 
years with fghing—But I truftedinthee, O Lord— iniquity, 
2. It isa toolifh.and. vain thing for any man toforaol iniqut 
fake God by reafon of his afflictions ; becaufe by foraiiesm¢ 
faking God, a manibrings upon himfelf more ache liber ut 
ereater evils chamhis prefent afliGtions are y-how mae itiemphch 
ny or great foever they be. For, 1. They that forstac ff 
fake God bring upon themfelves thé guile of an hors this kif 
rible fin, fuch a finas may aftonifh the heavens wheimfé. They) 
they hear of it, Fer, 2..12, 13. Be aftonified; OFM Cinn..% 
heavenss.at this, and be ye, horribly afraid s be ye verpine: \y:; 
defolate, faith the Lord. Forsmy people have committed. 2( 
two evils; they have forfaken me, the. fountain of liviM@hid Rrisy, 
waters, and hewed them ont cifterns, broken cifterns thabyuli yp. 
can bold-no water. Now the guilt of fin is a greatetyik iy j, 
evilthan any afflition. 2... They that forfake Godiy fa ‘ 
lofe his favour , Heb, 10.38. Zf any man draw backs) 
my foul foallhave nopleafurein him. What lofSis com=9 4 Y,, 
parable ro the lofe of Gods favour? 3. They that i 
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torfake God, do not only lofe his favour, but incente Pin), 
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Mee and ftir up his wrath againit their fouls, Ezra 8. 22: 
ish The hand of our God is upon all thems for good that feck 
"1 bin’: but his power and his wrath is again{t all them that 
forfake him. And Gods wrath. is tar more dreadful 
thanany affli€tion. 4. They that forfakeGod , lofe 
eternal life and glory , Jer. 17.13. '0 Lord, the hope 
of Lfrael, all that for{ake thee (hall be alhamed., and they 
that depart from me {hall be writtenin the earth , becaufe 
they have forfaken the Lord, the fountain of living. wa- 
ters. Their names fhall not be written in heaven, al! 
®cheir portion that they fhall have thall be here onthe 
(hi Garth, What are worldly lofles, compared:to the 
ts MMB Jofs of the Kingdom of Heaven? 5. They that for- 
0 Wifake God , fhall be caft into Hell when they dye, 
Pal: 225:5, As for fuch as turn afide to their crooked 
wayes, the Lord {hall lead them forth with the workers of 
i iniquity, Now where doth God beftow the workers 
anton Bof iniquity ? he caftstheminto Hell, AZatth. 13. 412 
ley The Son of wean {hall fend forth his Angels; and they (hall 
ne aie ather out of his Kingdom; all things that offend ; and 
lon ithe ns which do iniquity, and fball caft them into a fur- 
ihe {ollimace of fire. What areall che afflictions and troubles 
in hoof chis life, compared with the torments of Hell ? 
swiie6. They that forfake God, fhall be forfaken of God, 
it, OMX Chron. 28. 9. If thou feck him, he will be found of 
imthee : Latif thou forfake him, he will caft thee of for 
ever. 2 Chron. 15.2. Hearye me, Afa, and all Fudah, 
inf mand Benjamin, The-Lord is with you, while ye be with him « 
ihr imand if ye feck him, he will be found of you ; bet if ye for- 
<p ake bins, he will forfake you, Now what greater mi 
(ifery can eome upon a man ; than to be forfaken of 

jy Mod ? ana 
4, Your afflictions fhould be fo far from canfing 
rhe you co forfake God, that they fhould make you to re- 
tamu co the Lord; and tocleave fattérco the Lord, and 
| i) 
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os Wwe. muft aot forfake God, &ev Q.2. 
ro walk more clofely with God. For 1. your af- 
Aiétions are fence for this very end and pnrpofe, to 


the Lord, Behold, I frame evil againft you, and devife a 
device againft you 5 return ye now every one from his evil 


may; and.make your wayes and your doings good. The) 


Prophet Joel having mentioned feveral great calami=) 


ties which God was fending uponthe Jews, foel 2. 144) 


to the 12, verfe, tells them, ver.12. that Gods end) 
in thofe Judgments’ was to turn them to himfelfy 


with all your beart—Now feeing your afflictions are 
fent to turn you unto God, and to bring. you nearer 


toGod,°is it not horrible perverfenefs becaufe of | 


your affl'Gions to depart from God? 2, You had) 
need to turn to God, and not to forfake him inthe 
day of your diftrefs, becaufe you will not know what 


to do without God:ina time of trouble, Jf. 10. Ja} 


What will ye doin the day of vifitation, and in the defor 
Jation which {hall come from far ? to whom willye flee 
for help 2. and where will ye leave your glory ? The Pro 
phet fpeaketh ro fuch as did not turnto God when he} 
was fmiting of them, chap. 9, 13. David was of an 
other fpirit, when he faw trobble coming , he gets} 


near to God, and labours to get God near to: him} 
Plat. 22.11. Be not far from me, for trouble is nears 
for there is none to help. Who fhail fupport and com= | 
fort you.in your troubles, and who fhall deliver you) 
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outof your troubles, if you forfake Godin youry mit 


afli€tions? If you have any fupport in your troubles} 


it muftcome from God, J/z 25.4. Thow haft beena bafliAins 


frrength to the poor, a ftrength to the needy in his die) 


firefs. Plal. 124.1, 2,354. Jf it had not been the Lord, Ditheje, 

who was on onr fide, now may Ifrael. fay; if it hadnoe ht, 

been the Lord whoowas on our fide, when meen rofe mph t li, in 
agains. ° 


a Qi2.Satan tempts fome to change their Religion,8ec. 213 


againft as: then they bad fwallowed us up quick, when 

their wrath was kindled againft uss’ then the waters had 

overmbelmed us the ftream had gone over our fon]. IE 

_)./@ you have any comfort in yourtroubles, it muft come 

ib “i from God, Micah 7.8. When I fit'in darknefs, the Lord 

AE halt be a light unto me. Plal. 137.'8. Though walk in 

the midft of trouble, thon wilt revive me; andif God 

donot give fome comfort by his word, your hearts 

will break, and you will perifh under your afflictions, 

Pfal. 119. 92. Unlefs thy law had been my delights, I 

fbould then have perifhed in mine afflittion, 1f God do 

not help you out of your afflictions, no man whatf{o- 

Olneae ever can help you, Pfal. 60. 11. Give ws help from 

eal trouble, for vainis the help of man. None can do more 

lout for us than Kings ; yet if God be not pleafed to help 

lin int 11s, they cannot deliver us from our troubles, 2 Kings 

NOW NH. 26527, As the King of Ifrael- was paffing by on the 

fu. wall, there cryed awoman unto him, faying , Help , my 

in edit Lord, O King 3 and he faid, if the Lord do nat help thee, 

vil fll sobence (hall I help thee ? 3. They that forfake Godin 

TePtog@l their affiGtions are worfe chanIdolaters , for they in 

® their diftreffes do not run from, but run torheir Idols 

to-help them. TheSea-men that carried Jonah were 

Idolaters, for they had each man his diftinét god ; yee 

at 0b when there arofe a great rempeft, there was not a 

@ man among(tthem buc went to his god for help, Ponah 

m %.4,5. There was a.mighty tempest inthe Sea, fo that 

b the Ship was like to be broken; then the Adarriners were 
afraid, and cryed every man unto hes god. 

» 3. Itmay be Satan will take occafion from your 

i we affliions to rempt you co-change your Religion ; 

hil He bath not only tempted , but prevailed.wich many 

® intheir diltrefs ro change their Religion : fée anin- 

ftance or two of this, 2 Chron. 28. 22, 23. Inthe time 

of his diftrefs did he tre(pafs yet more againft the ZH ; 
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Damafeus which [mote him: and he {aid , becaule the 


{acrificeto them, that they may help me. The feeling 
of want, and hope of plenty, made the Jews forfake 


the Lord,and burn Incenfe to the Queen of Heaven, | 
Jer. 44.17, 18. We will certainly do whatfoever thing 
goeth forth ous of or own mouth, to burn Incenfe to they 
‘Queen of Heaven, and to pour out Drink Offerings un 
to her, aswe have done; — for then had we plenty of Vi= 


| Q! Mit } 


“thists that King Ahaz , for he facriftced unto the Gods of ' a 
(tip re 


gods of the Kings of Affyria help them, therefore will E : 


ie eines ¢ 


fess 


Eknals, and were well, and faw no evil-s bar fince we left of 


to burn Incenfe to the Oupen of Heaven, and to pour out 


Drink Offerings unto her, wehave wanted all things, 


and have been confumed by the Sword , and by they 
Famine. If Saran by his own fuegettions, or any of his” 
Initruments,fhould tempt you, becaufe of your poor, | 


low and affiigted: condition, toforfake the Proteftant 
Religion, ( which is a Relig 
Scripturés, and holdech forth nothing but what is 


confonantto, and may be clearly.proved from the} 


Word of God) ahd fhould follicite you to’ embrace 
any other Religion,the Doétrine or Worfhip where 
of cannot be proved by 5 but are Contrary to the 
Word of God,promifing you thereby a‘diberal matn- 
tenance; you ought not upon any tearmsto yield to 


thistemptation. I will lay before yon fome’ Arsusy 
ments to continue ftedfaft in thar Doétrine and way | 
of Worfhip;which is according to the Word of God; 


gion founded upon the) 


tering | 
pret. ¢é 
Dilciple 
the deli 


and nor forfake the fame for any gain’ or advantage g%™ 


what ever. | | 
1. The Prophets under the Old Teftament, and 


Jefts Chrift and his Apottles under the New Tefta= 


ment, do all with one confent dire&t us tobuild our f 


faith, and to take our dire@tionsfor worthiping God 


from the Scriptures.’ The Prophets that lived tm 1!) jm 
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the times of the Old Teftament, they fend usto the 
Scriptures, and counfel us to embrace no Doétrinés 
but what areaccording tothe Scriptures, 7/2. 8. 20. 
To the Law and tothe Teftiasony, if they [peak, not ac- 
cording to this Word, it 1s becaufe there 2 no light in thems. 
Plal. 119. 105. Thy Word is alamp unto my fect, and 
a light unto my path. Malachi, who was:one of the 


Haft Prophersunder the Old Teftament, atthe con- 


clufion of his Prophefie, ftirs us up.to cleave to the 
Word of God, A4al.4.4.Remember ye the Law of Mofes 
my sfervant , which I commanded unto hin. in Horeb 
for all Ifrael, with the Statutes and Judgments, Jefus 
Chriftalfo. would have us regulate our faich by the 
Scriptures, Joh. 7. 38. He that believeth on me, as 
the Scripture hath {aid He puts us upon the ftudy 
of the Scriptures, Joh.5.39. Search the Scriptures — 
he lays the caufeof Errors in Judgment, upon ig- 
norance of the Scriptures, AZar.12.24...Do ye not 
therefore err, becanfe yeknow notthe Scriptures — His 
great care after his Refurrection was. to help his 
Difciples to underftand, and to.eftablifh them in 
the belief of the Scriptures, Luk. 24. 27; 44,45- 
The Apoftles of Chritt believed in God, and:wor- 
fhiped God, according as they were directed by 
the Scriptures, Joh. 2. 22. His Difciples remzmbred. 


B that he had [aid this unto them 3 ant they beliewed. the 


Scripture, andthe Word which Felis bad faid. As 24. 
14, So worfhip I the God of my Fathers , believing 


le all things which are written in the Law and in the Pro- 
MB phets.. And as they believed chemfelves, fo they 
® taushe no other Doétrine then what was according 
rife 0 che Scriptares, 40, 26.22, I continue unto this 
i day, witne fing both to [wall and great 5 {aying none other 
Mt MME things, than thofe which Mofes and the Prophets did 
fay [bould come,—{ee alfo 1 Cor. 15.3, 4, Abb, 23.23+ 


ae yay 


oe 


sete) SBS SR IRN 5 ae eT ee eer EP SRR a eS, \; . ; 
. . , P 
a = = = SS = = aN 


416 Arguments toperfwade ws not to embrace any Q.27 


yea, all che members of the true Church, of tha¢' 


Church which is the Houfe of God, an holy Temple, iii! 
an habitation of God, do cleave to, and are buile Hit” 
upon that, Doétrine which is delivered by the Pro= jit 
phets and the Apottles in the Scriptures, Ephef.2.19, gp 


20,21,22. 


2. If there fhould arife a Prophet, which could | a 


work wonders; if that Prophet fhould perfwade us: 


to turn to an Idolatrous Religien, we muft nog) fi: Di 
hearkento him, Dest.13. 1) 2,3. Jf.there arife a- (py. '|0 


ime hath 0 


mong you a Prophetsor a Dreamer of Dreams, and giveth | 
thee a fign, or awonder ; and the fign, or the wonder come.| 
to pals, whereof he fpake unto thee; faying , Let us £0 
after other gods (which thou haft notknown) and let us| 
ferve them: Thou fhalt not hearken unto the words of that 
Prophet ;— for the Lord your God proveth you, to know 


von mG 


ae" 
wich Ye DA 


0h, ye ' 


whether you love the Lerd your God with all your heart, Wxkvh 


and with all your foul: yea farther, if one of the 
Apoftles fhould rife from the dead ; or if-an Angel 


fhould come from Heaven, and preach any .other ~ 


Doétrine than what is contained:in the Scriptures, 


we oughenotto. receive it, Gal. 1. 8, 9, Though wey) 


or an Angel from Heaven, preach any other Gofpel un- 
to you, thanthatne have preached unto you, let him be 


depart f 
not doctri 


j | ; 
wile they h 


accur fed. As we faid before, fo fay1 now agains If any My 
man preaeh any other Gofpel unto yowy thaw that ye Wr» ¢ 
bave received, let himbe accurfed. Now if we mutt Boi ,) 


entertain no Doctrine contrary to the Scriptures, 
though delivered by.a Prophet that can work won- 


ders, and foretel things ro come; or. by an Apoftle, | 


or by an Angel from Heaven; then how greatsis 


their folly, who at theinttigarion of Satan,, or any of Brij, 


his Inftruments, do turn alide fromthe Truth, and 
embracea corrupt Religion, to get, or to prevent 


; 


he lplfing of the good things of this world ? 


¢ 


3. HE 


iq 


[ 


Q.2.Religion,but what 1 according tothe Scriptures.2%.7 


Tt 3. If you abide in the true Doétrine of Chrift as 
'Tetplflig is delivered in the Scriptures, you fhall enjoy the 
* bul favour-of God, and have Communion with him both 
eeP a here and hereafter; but if you abide not in the 
M1 DoArine of Chrift, you will lofe the favour of God, 
ind fhall have no part or portionin his Kingdom, 


\ 


x 


la COulle Fob. 0.9. Whofsever tran[ereffeth and abideth not in the 
tliRde WED o&trine of Chrift, hath not God ; he that abideth in 
nul to he Dottrine of Chrift, he hath both the Father and the 
tat o@Son. t Joh, 2. 23,24. Whofoever denyeth the Son, the 
ni give amze hath not the Father ;——— Let that therefore alide 
under Conyel gg you, which ye have heard from the beginning ; if that 
Lin ybich ye have beard from the beginning , fhall remain 
an hun you, ye alfo (hall continue inthe Son, and in the Fa- 
wiitthdither. Are che Father and the Son folow in your 
 whmefteem, andis the world fo high, that you will forgo 
jun haiehe Father and che Son, and deprive your felves for 
ue of heflever of any part or portion of the blefled God, by 
ian Angelfideparting from the Fruth to embrace this prefent 
any onderaor Id ? 

wires 4. Itisafinthat will certainly bring damnatton, 
mphmsao depart fromthe Truth, and to turn alide to cor- 
ifvl m-upt doétrine, t Tim. 5.12. Having damnation , be- 
thin kiranfe they have caft of their firft faith. 2 Thefl.2. 11. 
ins Ifaylt2. God fhall fend thems ftrong delufion, that they fhould 
aimpélieve a lies that they all might be damned y who be- 


/ 


4 


‘fneaulldewed not the Truth, but had pleafure in anrighteou/s. 
cine Vill you damn your fouls to get or keep a little 
ork vormoitcance of this world? Itis noc much that you can 
Api rope for by changing your Religion, But fuppofe 
 ei7ou could gaina Kingdom, ‘yea, the whole world ; 
vaydmzet this will not countervail the lofs of your foul, 
ath, tie Lar.8.36., What (ball it profit a man, if be {hall gain 
0 preveal he whole world, and lofe his own fowl 2 
s. Confider how firmly our Lord Jefus Chrift 
i ioe adhered 


p 


218 Arguments tb perfwade ws not to embrace,8tc. Q32.) 
adhered tothe Scriptures. "When he was offered alll 


the Kingdoms of the world, for one aét of Idolatrous oni! 
worfhip, he refufed it with difdain, giving this rea-isi0))" 
fon, it was againft the written Word of God, AZatth,@ Ito 

. ’ ° a x 
4. 8, 9; 10. The Devil taketh hime np into an exceed=mee tt 
ing high Monntain, and (eweth him all the Kingdoms of worldly 
the world, aad the glory of then; and {aid antohim, Alm 
thefe things will L give thee , if thou wilt fall down a At p yas fe 
worlhip me. Then {aid Fefus unto him, Get thee bencel 
Satan; for it t written, thow (balt worlhip the Lord eh 
God, and bien only{hale thon ferve.. And as the Lord p. 
Jefus would not go againit che Scriptures, to gain they thm, t 
whole world; fo neither would he do any. thing. asiiy lely me 


gain{t the Scriptures, to avoid:the greacett fufferingsmw),. Th 
Heaven, | 


anraOPtl | 
Wnteeey 


chat ever man met with. When Chrifts Enemies 
had apprehended him,in order to the putting of .bitaBayy, wer 
vo death, he could have called-for twelve Legions‘al m™ md 
Angelsto have refcued bim out of his Enemies handsyi ty den 
but he would not, becaufe itwas.againit the Scrisiisin, | 
ptures, Aatth. 26.53, 54. Thinkeft thon that'd cameliie 
mot pray to my Father, and he flould. prefently give mely 
more than twelve Legions of Angels 2 Bat how then fhaliy, 
the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thusitmuf? be. - NOWMS The 
we oughtro have ashigh airefpe& unto the Scrtiiis who) 
ptures, as Chrifthad;. for, He that faith be abi det 


Hioion, b 


in him, ought himfelf alfo to. walk even as he walkedim rier 


rJoh.a6. + By ond 9 
6. Ie isavery rare thing to hear of Idolaters chat i 
change their Religion, they ‘thew great firmnels tif, 
tlieir idol gods, though they are no gods but the 
work of menshands, fer:2.10, 11. Pafs over. the ffles ihe f 
of Chittim, and fee and fend unto Kedar, and confider® 
diligently, and fee if their be {ach a thing. Hath a Nee ‘Tea 
tion ob mgcd their gods, which are yet no gods 2 but ia Sa 
people have changed their glory, for that whieh doth noj@., 


profi. 


{ 


| 


He 2, Affittions muf? not make us change our Relig. 29 
in Hofit. Is it not a fhame for {uch ‘as protefs the 
Mitt ge God, to fet lighter by thetrue God, chan Idola- 
me rs do by their Idols? 
mgs Tenever went well with any perfons that for- 
Cilla lke the true Religion, and turned to a falfe one out 
‘i Fiworldly refpeds.: efhaz thought to be much 
) Mdvantaged by facrificing to the gods of Damafcus ; 
‘ sn at was he helped at all thereby ? No, ic was bis ru- 
- i e and theruine of all J/rael, 2 Chron. 28. 23.) He 
Lah ncrificed untothe Gods of Damafcus, that fasote hing 
‘the Lotta” Be faid; Becaufe the gods of the Kings of Syria 
gua i elp thems, therefore wi I facrifice to thems, that they 
Ny Wis pay: help me ; but they were the ruine of him and of all 
wince ael, The Jewsthac burnt Incenfeto the Queen 
6 Langit Heaven, hoping thereby to obtain both peace and 
uitilenty, were confumed by the Sword and Famine, 
¢ Legions bria4. 17,18,21,22,25,27. What did Frencus Spira 
Tes an let by denying and departing from the reformed 
it thesielision, bur fuch horrour of Confcience ; as may 
hil imnake all that fhall read his Hiftory , tremble*at 
any thoughts of denying or departing from the 
 iwanece 
# 8. That mans’Profeffion of Religion is worth no- 
the Set thing, who will change his Religion’ for wordly ad- 
veubilifantages: for he isnoca fervant to the great God 
ale wal fhat made all things; but he makes the world his 
Hod, and fhall after his death have his part among 
acts Utedolacers in the lake chat burneth with fire and brim- 
famelftone, Phil. 3.18,19, Rewe21.8. 
ois bl 4. Temay be Sacan will prefs hard upon fome per- 
hiOns that ‘have lived plentifully heretofore, and in 
pf j300d refpeét among their neighbours , and now ere 
Hbroushe into apoor low condition by this fre,to make 
Wiaway themfelves: Ic 1s ufual with rhe Devil, who its 
i Ryled a Murderer, co tempt diftrefied perfons either 
ja tO 
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co ftrangle, or drown, or ftab , or fome other wi | wane 
to deftroy themfelves: He affanlted Fob with t) ps3? 
temptation when he was in his troubles ; and to re ga 


‘ft 


der thetemptation the more ‘fuccefsful, he’ make? * 


ufe of his-wife to carry on his defign, job 2.9. Thigpen: 
faid his wife untohim, Daft thon fill retain thine im) mor 
‘gvity, carfe God, and die. But Fobabhors the -moip *™ 
on, and rebukes his wife for this counfel , Verso ag tot 
But be faid unto her, Thou fpeakeft as one of the fooltfha unl 
sep (peaketh,8¢c.1f any of you are, or fhould be her" !™ 
after aflaylred with thistemptation, to prevent yolp )!“’ 
yielding toit,I would advife you to do thefe things, pt 
i. Be convinced that it isa damnable fin for ag! 0s! 
man, upon ‘any pretence whatfoever, to murder hinpt« & 
<i Lf you doubt of this,’ whether it be a fin for) ben i 
Man to take away his own life; I ithall endeavoy iss and 
£0 convinee you that it is not only a fin, buta vel ft | i, ( 
ee and damnable fin, for a manto deftroy hig aa a 
"Self. It isa trranfgreflion of that Law; Exod: 24 pean 
3. Choi foalt not kill ; which is one of the greatel 475849 
Commandments: of the Second Table. © That Law it) thin 
Thou fhalt not kill, doth as much oblige us nov tye slr 
ki flour felves, as it doth not to kill other merge their 
. The Word of God tellethus plaialy,that no mur} rif bah 
derer thall have eternal life, but fhall be caft int feliriluh 
abet lake that burns with fire and brimftone, 1 Foppilel, b 
- 15. Yekuow that no murderer hath eternal life abidin\ “ashe ) 
is hin: Rev. 21. 8. The fearful, and wabelicvingyy pr ve] 
and the abominable, and Aturderers, and Whoremongers@n went 
ered Sorccrers, and Idolaters; and al Lyars, fall hav Wot Ad 
their part inthe lake that barneth with fire and bring We Gol, ; 
tone, mv fuch as kill themfelves are murderers} . dia 
as well astl hey that killother men. 3. It isan ufaep: el 
ing upon Gods’ Prerogative for a man to kill him! ‘a 


fe] ifs for our rime of life and death is only at Godt 
di 


D.2. Temptation of Self--Murder. 222 


pifpofal, Pfal.31. 15. ALy timsesare in thine hand ; 
Yeut; 32. 39. L kill, and I makealive : — Now as ‘tis 
| Ps for us to. avenge our felves, becaufe it be- 
ngs to God totake vengeance, Kom. 12.19. Dear- 
20 Ry Beloved, awenge not your felves ; —for it ts written, 
‘nthin iB vengeance 2 wine, and I will repay, faith the Lordz 
at tengo, becaufe our times are in Gods hands, and it’ is 
itl, Vo fiis Prerogative to kill and to make alive, itis utter- 
efuiigy. unlawful for us.to kill our felves. 4. We are 
lould bemot our Own, & Cor. 6. 19, 20.— Ye are wot your Onin, 
) prevent ir you are bought with a prise : and therefore we 
lieethingautt noc take upon usto difpofe of our felves, as we 
blelin fee good ; but our lives, and all chat we have are 
tomorderhgo. be at Gods difpofal. The Lord: Jefus-died for 
rbeainihis end, that he might be Lord of our lives and per- 
hall endeqons-s and therefore he that takes upon him to live 
fi, brayms-he Lift, or todie how and when he thinketh good 
dietoymimfelf, finneth greatly againft Jefus Chrift; for he 
Lai Ex @goeth aboucto make void the death of Chrift, Roz. 
of theoreilitt4. '7, 8,9. None of ws liveth tohimfelf , and no mas 
i lmlieth to hinefelf ; for whether we live, we live unto Lord; 
ind whether we die, wedie unto the Lord; whether we 
oiher ngueve therefore or die, wearethe Lords: for to thw end 
sharno Vhrift both died, and rofe, and revived , that he might 
ibe chime Lord both of the dead and living. 5. Hethat kills 
ne aimfelf, breaths out his foul in the very a& of fins 
ied pecehat not of a fmall, but of.a crying hainous fin. 
Now we look upon:'their cafeto be very fad, who 
die when they are drunk, or who are cut off in the 
act of Adultery; or who die curfing and blafphem- 
bing God, and fo ic is: But ts not their cafe as fad, 
Hwho diein the aé& of murther? 6. He that kills 
himfelf, tramples under foot one of the choiceft of 
wimGods mercies; for what. mercy is of greater value 
, » Gin (1 Mean, what outward mercy) than life? Life is i 
Ye : ye 
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£ 222 How tore? Satans Temptationss Q. Fe: ; 
i! f ‘g yond riches, or honour, &c.| and therefore it moyen 
| needs be a great fintocalt away lite: eat he wis 


2. When Satan prefleth upon you with this temp geod 
tation to. make away your felves, refift him ,. apige Ws" 
thereby you will overcome him, Fam.4.7.. Refit batt, Tho 

Devil, and he will fice fromyon 5 if you yield, he wi Phere 15 
trample upon you ;. but if you refift him, he will flgqie tt 
from you, If youfay, How flionld ‘we refitt hie, ai! 
Devil when be tempts us todettroy our felves > yin qua 
anfwer, Ts Refit himsby Prayers pray to God ig ype) 
take this temptationfrom you, ero give you gragipl #41 
toovercome it; and though the temptation conting jm: 
after you have prayed to have it removed, be ne} Wit 
difcouraged, buc pray ftill. The Apoftle directig gti yo 
us howto deal with Satan, after he hath fer doy, foro Jeli 
ij feveral pieces of the fpiritual armour, that are ufetiches 
} ba ful in our combat with this Adverfary3 exhorts gis rel: 
me 4 to pray alwayes with all prayer and [upplication in spppihed by 
i ae Spirit » and to watch therennto with al per feveramapivenents 

Dts | Ephef..6.18. If we conciane to ‘pray apaingt chgyelel, wh 
Ay tte temptations of Satan, either God: will remove themmpier tenn 
q or give us {uficient grace.co hold out inthe confliGyyon thee 
2 Cor. 12: 758, 9. There was. given to me athorn in thay inl! 
flefhy the weffenger of Satan to taffet mey left I frowlgivcur sie 
be exalted above meafure : For this thing I befought shapers 
Lord thrice, that it might depart from mes and he fatal Pi 
unto me, My grace tw fafficient for thee. 2. Reliepal, iris 
the Devil,with the Word. Whenhe tempted Chrifepent: jh 
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he tocaft himfelf down from a Pinacle,which was inefe mM this! 
t feét,to deftroy himfelf; Chrift refitted chis and all higMyy f v, 
it other temptations with the written Word, AZatth, Ho tnt {yp 

4,7, te. Threetimesdoth Chrift repel Sacan witht) inj 
Nae the written Word ‘to: teach us, to make ufe of the Pte . 
He aa Sword of the Spirit, in, refitting all our temptationse Ie 4). 
ie i Doth Satan tempethee to deltroy thy ff, remember kiki, 

a1 


Q.2.. Howto refift Satans Temptations, "223 


itis written, Thou (hale not kil. Ut is faidof Luther, 
that he was fo violently affaulted with this temprati- 


onto deftroy himfelf, that for fome hours together, 


me was neceffitated to prefs that Scripture upon his 


‘i@heart, Thon (hale not kill. 3. Refift che Devil by Paich. 


There is a great efficacy in faith to reiitt. and fub- 


lewildue the temptations’ of Saran, Ephef. 6.16. Above 
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nit, taking the (hield of faith, wherewith ye {hall be able 
‘0 quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 1 Pets5.8,9. 
Be fober, be vigilant; becanfe your Adver{ary the De- 
vil, asa roaring Lion, walketh about feeking whom he 
nay devour : whom refift ftedfaft in the faith. 

3. When Satan follows you with this temptationto 
leftroy your felf,flie for refuge from this roaring Li- 
om co Jefus Chrift;caft your felves into his arms,com- 
nit the keeping of your fouls and lives to the Lord Je- 
us, & reft upon himto preferve you from being van+ 
quifhed by this temptation, Take fome encou- 
fagements to flie to Chrift, and to reft upon him for 
elief, when you are perfued with this, or any ‘o- 


mher temptation. 1. The Lord Jefus is:able to fiuc- 


tour theein all chy temptations, Heb. 2. 18. Inthat 


pe hiefelf hath fuffered, being tempted, he is able to 


imeccour themthat-are tempted. He conquered allthe 


owers of darknefs at his death, Col. 2.15. Having 


Mpoyled Principalities and Powers he made a (hew of them 
Mpenly, trinmphing over they in it. He hath all the 


Devils in Hell under a lock, and he keeps the keys 


bf thislock inhisown hands, ‘Rev. 1.18. I bavethe 


Keys of Hell and of death. How ealily can he com- 


mand down any temptation, that hath the Keys of 


Hell, and that hath triumphed over all the powers of 


Marknefs, and fpoyled them of their ftrength? In 


iene dayes of hishumiliation , he had allthe Devils 


a mt his command; he difpoffeffed them with fpeak- 


ing 
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ing but aword, Luk. 4. 36.— With authority and pow-e 
er, he commandeth the unclean f{pirits, and they come 
out. If in the dayes of his humiliation, when he wasqe” 
in theformof a Servant, he had fuch power overg;!”” 
the Devils; what power hath hein his Exalrationsnow@ 
that he fitceth at the right hand of God in the high=j as 
eft Heavens? 2. Jefus Chrittisvery pitiful to fuch# 
as are under temptation. Whar God faith to chemapto’ 
Hfraelites, Exod. 23.9. Ye know the heart of a frangersmu ve 
feeing ye were rangers in the Land of Egypt. - The 
like may be faid of Chrift, he knoweth the heart of 
fuch as are in temptation, feeing he himfelf wash. 
tempted, in all points as we are, only he never finned Rayiaior, 
under any of his temptations. .That!Chrifts being ayo 
tempted.doth encline himto be pitiful and merci=jeureto 
ful to us in our temptations, you may fee, Heb.4, 15. Biition,a 
We have not an High Prief?-4 which cannot be touched @nono ( 


¢ 4n 
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d days 


with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all pointeinyoint 


tempted like as we are, yet without fin. He was. temamet srex 
pred to this very fin, to deftroy himfelf by. cafting putition, 
himfelf down from.a pinacle of the Temple; and fun wid, 
therefore knows how to pitty thofe that are dogged I alone, 
with this temptation. .. He is fo render over tempted Prelit h 
fouls, that he takesthem in his arms, and lodgecla hy theGy 
them in his bofom, to prevent their being devoured a thet h 


_ by the roaring Lion, J/4.40.11, He {ball feed hes pel do 


Flock like a Shepherd; he {hall gather the Lambs with Qyain j 
his arm, and carry thems in his bofem, and fhall gently 
lead thofe that are with young. Though we be weak i that v9 
like Lambs , and Satan be {trong and cruel like ai p,,; 
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Lion; yet aslongas we lie in the bofom of Chrifty Bhi ye, 
we are fafe enough from thisroaring Lion, 3. The Me, hes 
Lord Jefus is very vigilant over all Satans mctions$ Pnyy 4) 
when ever there arifeth any delire inhis heart todo fm... 
us mifchief, Chrilt feech whathe defigns, and pre= Mri): 
vents i 


$0.2. of Sélf-c Murder: te 
lvents his temptations from ruining of us, Lyk. 22; 
Wi3%, 32. The Lord faid, Simon 5 Simon, behold; Sa~ 
tan hath defired to have you, that he may fift yon. as 
Wrhext ; but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
mot. .Chrift takes care of Peter, before Peter knew 
fgais danger, and fo confequently before hefoughtto 
Chrift.. Now if Chrift be fo careful of perfons ‘in 
‘Otemiptation, as to prevent them with mercy, to. fuc- 
‘hrmm@eour them before they cry ; then furely he will 
pe Titaccour and relieve chofe that cry ro hint nighe 
heart lind day. nH 
Mic wal 4. When you find your felves affaulted with this 
ict inne Em ptacion, and ic comes with that violence and fury, 
Ms deni hat you are afraid you fhall one day fall byit; have 
Mi merci@ecourfe to rhofe Promifes which relate toa tempted 
lih4.\@rondition,and urge them at che Throne of Grace,and 
mimhi@ang upon God for the accomplifhment of them. I wil 
va pinigyut you in remembrance of fome Promifes that may 
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ws time OF greacufe to you when you are in. a tempted 
y cling Ondition, Rom. 16.20. ‘The Ged of Peace hall bruife 
; aimiatan under your fect {hortly. It may be you have 
-dopeeimiad along confli&. with Satan, and you are afraid 
tenet che fait he will get you under his feet; but fear 
lodge ots the God of Truch hath engaged himfelf*by pro- 
devourtimaife, chat he will bruife Satan under your feet, and 
I fed ME will do ie fhorely 5 x Cor.10. 43. There hath xo 
miata ptation taken 1% but [ach ast common to man; bwet 
iil gmmrod cx faithful, who will not faffer you to be tempted a- 
bemimmeve that ye are able, bat will with the temptation alfa 
vel lhteake away to efcape,that ye may be uble tobear it. Sa- 
of Cina is very defirous to tempt us above what we are 
s,limble to bear, but God will not fuffer him ; and that 
ste may reftfatisfied that he willnot {uffer Satanto 
ice empt us above what we are able to bear, he hath en- 
giitmmaged hisfaichfulnefs for che fulfilling of this pro- 
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256 How to withftand the Temptation, &C- 


mife: and he that hath made this promife, -xnoweth | 
what we can, and what we cannor bear, Ta. 59.196] 
When the Encnsy (ball come inlike a flood,the Spirit of the Hainan 
Lord (hall lift up a ftandard againft him; or Cas “Cis ime Mio them 
rhe margent) (hall put hins to flight. Doth Satan come | nase ip 
in upon your fouls with his temptations like a flood, 1 Obi 
snfach aviolent impetuous manner, that you'are init of 
danger to be born down by them; yet fear nor, the! 
Spirit of the Lord will.come into your affiftance and) 
put him to fight. The firtt Promife that God gave toad 
vaan after his fall, may be of great ufe to us in OUR Mire «nd 
temptations; namely, That the feed of the woman {balk\ " snnat 
break the Serpents heads Pivinsi 

5. Keep up your hope in the mercy of God byt mire 
vertne of the merits of Chrift, and the Covenant ofjh,,, oF 
Grace. Satan can do little by this temptation of Self ats 
murther , until he hath brought the Soul into a da 
{pairing condition. As long as we are able to cleave} y,, + 
to the blood of Chrift, and the Word of God; Satamh,, 
fhall not-be able to prevailagainft us, but we fhall oF ie 
vercome all histemptations, Rev.12.11. They overs, ns 
came him (thatis,Satan) by the blood of the Lanb,and yh 
the Word of their Teftinzony. ‘ag 

6. Shunidlenefs, and alwayes employ your felvesl , 
either in fome religious exercife, or in the works al 
your Calling ; and if Satan come upon you with his. 
temptations , either when you arg performing any.” 
relisious duties, or when you are about the worksia.../ 
of your Calling, ‘youneed not be afraid of him ; form.,‘~ 
the good Angels have acharge from God to look,’ 
after you,and defend you when you are in Gods ways oe 
Pfal. 9.11. He fhall give his Angels charge over thee 
20 keep thee in all thy wayes: And by vercue of that 
afiitance which God will give'us, whilft we keep inl 
his wayés, we fhall overcome the Powers of Daa 
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Q.2, Pleas for Self- Murder ,anfwered. 227 


nels, as we may fee, Ver, 13. Thon {halt tread upon the 
Lion and Adder; the young Lion and the Dragon {hale 
thou trample ander foot. Buc by idlenefs and neglea= 
ing che works of our Calling, we give Satan great ad- 
vantage againft us. 

7: Obferve what pleasand reafonings Satan makes 


“Mute of to draw you to this horrid fin of Self-murder ; 


and upon examination you fhall find them to be bue 
meer delufions, and traps, and f{nares, that he makes 


o "ule of to deftroy your fouls; and that they are of ho 


force and validity to warrant your Commiffion of 


"his unnatural fin, will appear evidently by in- 
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Rtancing in, and returning an anfwer to fome of the 
moft material pleas which he maketh ufe of to 


draw perfons under diltrefs, toput an end to their 
mown Lives. 


Plea 1%. Aly. mifery and my trombles are exceeding 


Mi“ Mereat, they are fo beavy I know not how to bear thens, and 


Bt {ce no way how I [hould put an endto my miferies, 
wat by putting an end to my days ; and I had better put an 


bud to my life, than livein [uch great and continual mix 
lery as I live in. 
 Anfw 1. Icis utterly unlawful fora man to pro- 
cure his own death ; to put an end to his mifery;: 
hough his forrows and his troubles be exceeding 
brear. fobs calamities were exceeding great, botti 
in refpect of whac he fuffered in his inward and out- 
Wardman. He fele fuch a load upon his fpirit, thae 
We thoughe if all the farid on the Sea-fhore had been 
pue into one balance, and his grief into- another, his 
Btief would have been heavier than the fand of the 
bea ; Job 6. 2; 3. he faith, Ver. 4. The Arrows of the 
Almighty are within me,the poifon whereof drinketh up my 
Pirit ; the tetrors of God do [er themfelvesin aray againft 
Q.2 ihe. 
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278 Pleas for Self- Murdev; anfwered, 0.2: | 


ae: we. His forrows and troubles were fo great that he¥ 
giant ! was weary of his life, and longed to dye, ver. 8,904 
ae i If he might have had his choice, he would have chos, 
fenftrangling, or any other kinde of death, rather) 


1 chan to have lived {uch a miferable life, Fob 7. ar) (kaa 

q 16. yet notwithftanding the cafe was thus with’ fob enn 
Hed he durft not atrempt any thing totakeaway his life p> “ 
Ni one day before the time appointed by God wag) hn, and J 
a come, ‘but refolves to wait patiently all his dayes fom get «™ 
A his change, Job14. 14. All the dayes of my appoint ed igo iti 
a time will I wait, till my change come. iBealistinee ¢ 


2. By making away thy felf, thou wilt not put any ow waet 
endtothy miferies, but wilt plunge thy felf irreco=) which wil 
verably into far greater miferies than thofe that thou) Devil w 
hi | lyeft under, how great and many foever thy troubles ipitution: 
i he be ; for , Adurderers fhall have their part in the) Plea 2, 
ae lake that burneth with Gre and brimftone , Rev. 21. 8. piaticse 
a | 4 Now all the troubles of this life are nothing compas jai ign 
if | red with the torments of Hell; if ir were poflible jimi 
aed for one man to have all the pains and tortures inflictelpiiye a 
iy ed upon him, that have been endured by all the mea} An/r. 
iP Sil upon the face of the earth fince the Creation of the flare lov) 

a World, and he fhould fuffer them a thoufand yearsy per edi 
fi chis would be far fhort of what che damned fuffer mip habh 
Ii bell. What the Apoftle fairh of the glory thae the Bed you 
LB Saints hall have invheaven, Rom: 8.18. Z reckon that Wy. Hey 
. the fufferings of this pre fent time are not worthy to be BE ithe 
ti compared with the glory which [hall be revealed in us : che til cood 
fame is true ofthe torments Of hell; all che fuffer= iid, ?/, 
I ings of this prefént life are not worthy to be compas Bed 
RT a red with the torments that che damned in hell fhall'. If, 
Me va hk fuffer to all erernity. Beorcac, 
Hi Hf, 3. Icisthe Devilrempts thee co put an end to clay eed ins} 
ey  miferies, by putting an end to thy dayes: God coun> Mh», 
i \, fels thee otherwife, he direétsthee to a bercer way OF Min 7, 
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1Q.2.. Ady troublesare fo great I cannot, &c. 229° 


getting out.of thy troubles, chan by deftroying thy 
|felf and chat is by calling upon God, and cafting thy 
i burdens upon him, and flying for refuge to his Son 
Jefus Chrift, Pfal. 50: 15. Call spon mz in the day 


MM of troubles I will deliver thee—Plal. 55. 22. Ca/t thy 


burden upon the Lord, and he (hall. {ufbain thee. Matth. 
Jat. 28. Conse snto me all ye that labour and are heavy Lae 


iden, and I will give yor. reft. Satan defires to have 


by troubl 
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ithee come unco him, that he may torment chee, and 
Bto that éid he moves thee to deltroy chy felf. ‘Chrift 
icallsthee tocome to him, thar he may give thee rett. 
\Now whether is it betrer to obey the call of Chrift 
iwhich will bring reft, or to follow the counfel of the 
BDevil, who feekerh ‘nothing elfe but thy eternal de- 
ftruction ? 

Plea 2. lived in good credit heretofore, but naw my 
Eftate is gone, I muft look. to be de(pifed and difrepetied, 
and flighted ; and I cannot tell how to bear the lofs of that 
effec and re( pet which I have had formerly 3 I had as 
good dye as fee my felf flighted— 

Anfy. t. Though you phe ipa low, yet if you 
Shave lowly hearts, God will refpeé& you as much as 
jever he did, P/al. 138. 6. Though the Lord be igh 
ict hath he relpred unto the lewly. He will not only re- 
pec your perfons, :but your prayers alfo, Pfal.102. 
817. He will regard the prayer of the filales and not 
ide/pife their prayer. If you live in the fear of God, 
jall good men will honour you as much as ever they 
did, Pfal.15. 4, He honowreth thems that fear the 
Bor ft | 
® 2. If you fhould meet with fhame, and fcorn, and 
| reproach, this is the hand of the Lord’; he isto be 


; of B eyed i inthis as well as in other affliétions, Tfae 43. 23. 


B J have propane l the Princes of the Santtwary , and have 


| oe Facob tothe curfe, and Lfrael to reproaches. Plal. 
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230 If God fhould bring usto beg, and to live Q.39) 


A4.9,13514. Thou haft caft off, aud pat us to fhame— 
T hou mak ft us areproach to our neighbours ya {corn and 
divifion tothem that are round about ws. Thou makeft us a 


iy-word among the heathens baking of the head amsong ic‘ 


the people: and feeing itis the Lords doing, you mult 
bear it patiently; you muft not in anger caft away 
your lives, becaufeGod hathtaken away your repute 
and honour. | 


3. Suppofe you fhonld lofe that credie and refpe®! 


which you have had inthe world , if you continue injp.44}: 


well-doing, God will give you immortal honour and) 


eternal glory in the Kingdom of Heaven,Rom. 2. 6,7. 
Who will render to every man according to his deeds, ta 
them, whoby patient continuance in well-doing , feck for 
glory, and honoar, and immortality, eternal life; But by 


deftroying your felves ; you deprive your felves off 


eternal glory ; for all murderers fhall be fhut out of 


the Kingdom of Heaven, Rev. 22. 15. Withont arél 
dogs, and forcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers.) 
Plea 3. Lam afraid I [ball.be in want, or be driven\ya ti 


toleg my bread, or muaft be forced tolive upon others ; and 
J had better dye than live in want, or live tobe a burden ta 
my felf and others, or beg my bread. 

Anfm y. God hath given his Servants many en- 
‘courasementsto hopethat they -fhall not wanc, or 
if they be broughtinto anecellicous condition, that 


they fhall have their wants fupplied. | 
2. We fhonld endeavour what we canto maintaity 
our felves without being burdéenfome to others, fii 


2Cor. 11.9.\1n allthings I have kept my felf from be- 
ing burdenfomse to you, and fo will. I keep my [elf Aas 


20. 34,35. Yea, youyour [elves know, that thefe handy 
have minifired unto my neceffities , and tothens that were | 
with me: I have fhewed you all things , how that fo lai 
boring, ye ought to fapport ihe weak and to bite h 
oy eae . the) 


ppar 
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fo poor, ti 
been pad 
rich Mans 


ny nent 
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fed-to give, thantoreceive. 
WE us 2. IE God fhould bring you fo low as to live updn 
 omm-alms, yet this fhould not make you weary of your 
lives: there are many of Gods childrenthar fhall 
@ reign with Chrift in heavento all eternity, thatre- 
tou ceived alms whiltt they were upon the earth, asis 
evident from cUZutth. 25. 35,36, 40. Yea Chrift 
himfelf when he was uponearth received alms, Lake 
"8. 1, 2, 3.. Suppofe you fhould be put to beg for your 
Hliving, yetknow 1. That it isberter to beg thanto 
fin, better to beg than ‘deftroy your felves,; for the 
oneis but an affliction, the other isa grievous fin. 
2. Lazarus whowas an heir of heaven, whofe foul 
wascarried by the Angels into Airaham’s bofom, was 
fo poor, that he begged his bread, and, would have 
been glad co have had the crumbs that fell from the 
‘rich mans Table, Luke 16. 20, 21,22 There was a 
elaine certain beggar that was named Lazarus, which was laid 
ridin at his gate, full of fores, and defired to be fed with the 
lus: ail evanebs which fell from the rich mans: Table; moreover 
winite the dogs came and licked his Sores. And it cam? to pafs, 
that the beggar died, and was carried by the Angels into 
| Abrahams bofom. 3. QueLord Jefus in his thirit asks 
a draught of water of a woman of Samaria, Fohn 4. 
7. There com:th a woman of Samariato draw» water - 
Fe (us (aith antoher, Give me todrink, 4. If you fhould 
‘be brought to beg your bread, the Lord will not for- 
fake you in this defolate condition, but will give you 
his gracious prefence, P(ul. 37.25. I bave been young, 
\ and now am olds yet have I not (een the righteovs for{ken, 
nor his {eed begging bread. tis not ordinary for God 
to bring righteous perfons, or their feed, to beg ther 
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432 If God (ould bring as to beg, Sc: Q.2, 


fcends fo low, ‘as toask and entreat feveral things of) 


you; he entreats youto give him your heart, Prov. 
23.26. Wy fon, give me thine heart. He befeechech # 


and prayeth you to ve reconciled to him, 2 Cor.5. 20. 


Be are Ambaffadors for Chrift, as thoughGod did befeech | 

0 by us, we pray. yotin Chrift's flead, be ye reconciled to 9" 
God. He befeecheth you to leave off your fins, Fer," ' 
44.4. Oh,do tot thes abominable thing which I hate. He ee 
befeecheeh you to prefent your bodiesto him, Rom. BY, 
x12. 1. Now if the great God condefcend to ask fe-) 4 | 


veral thingsof you, why fhould you be fo proud and | 
high-minded, as to chufe rather to {tarve, or to mur- 
der your felves,.than to ask-relief of your fellow 
creatures ? 


gooungto’y 


bat there! 
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4. Fob wasa burdento himfelf, as he himfelf tel- a : 


Jech us, fob 7. 20, I have. finned , what fball 1 do unto 


thee, O thou preferver of men, why haft thon fet meas a qe | 


mark againft thee, (0 that I am a burden to my [elf ? 
He was alfo by reafon of his fores, and other affliGi- 


ons, a burdento his friends; fothat neither his wife opie 


nor. his feryants, nor his friends , cared to come. at’ 
him, fob 19.14, 15,16,17,19. (Uy kinsfolk have 
failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me 3 they 
that dwell in weine-own bonfe, and my maidens count me a 
Stranger ; I aman alienin their fight: I called my [er- 
want, and he gave meno an{wer, I entreated him with may 


mouth ; my breath is ftrange tomy wife, thoughTentrea-ay 4y 


ted for the childrens [ake of mine own body: all my inz 


ward friends abhorred me, and they whom I loved armpits 


turned againft me. Yetthough Fob was become a bur-e 
dentohimfelf, and to all his triends , he durit nog 


putan end to hi life, bur refolves, Job 14.14. AUB 
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Q.2. Plea: Ady finsare greater then can bey &Cs 233 


voke God tocaft your foulsinto bell, you will betn 

reater wantthere than ever man.was upon the face 
of the earth ; for there is nothing good in hells 
there is nothing to pleafe the eye, orthe ear, or any 
of the fenfess there you fhall be tormented with 
hunger and thirfbfor ever and fhall not-have fo much 
asa drop of water to cool your tongne: The rich 
man that fared delicionfly every day, though he beg- 
ged hard for but one drop of water to.cool. his 
congne, hecould not obtain it, Luke 16.19, 23324, 
25; 26. In your wants here, you may have relief by 


going to God, you may have comfort from the word 5. 


but there isno relief to be-had from God, neither is 
there any comfort tobe had fromthe word of God 
in hel], Your wants here continue but a little while 
if you go on to ferve God, you thall fhortly bein 
heaven, where you fhall want no good thing ;_but if 
you deftroy your felves, God will caft you into hell, 


4 


where you fhall fuffer all forts of wants in the urmoft 


extremity toall eternity: and therefore it is great 
Folly for any man to dettroy himfelf for fear of: betng 
brought to want. 

Plea 4. CMy fins lie as a heavy Lurden upon me, and 
they are greater then can be forgiven 5 and I know not how 
tobe eafed of this heavy burden, but by making away my 
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234 0 Pleas Ady fins are greater then can, c. Q.2) 


fufficient value towath away that fin » but becaufe 
fuch perfons as commit the fin againft the Holy Ghoft: 


f 
ue 


do not repent and believe in Jefus Chrift, buedo de- qi” 
{pife and trample under foot the Blood of the Son of 


God. 
2. Self-mirder will not leffen » but encreafe the’ 


number of your fins; it will not take off the burden pee 
which is spon your confciences, but will make your pla) 


burden a thonfand times heavier : for if aman dye im gnc 
Wa yy? 


his fins, all his fins go down tohell with him, and | 


there will lye as fo many mountains of lead, preffing | 


and loading his confcience to all eternity : and the 
fence of fin which men fhallhave in hell,will corment 
ehem a thoufand times more than it doth in this lifes 


for then they fhall know more of the evil of fin, and. | 


more of the Majefty of that God againft whom they 
have finned, than they do now: Then they fhail fee 
more finsthanthey donow, and feel more of Gods 


wreath for their fins; here they have fome few drops, 
there they fhall have full vials of wrath: then they 
thall have certain knowledge that there is no pollibi-: 


lity of obtaining the pardon of any one fin for ever: 
Here though they may be under great fears, yed 
there may be fome hope of mércy ; at leaft, as lon 
asthey live,they are nor under an impoflibility of be- 
ing pardoned. 

3- Though thou art under defpair, and ready to 
{ay there isno hope that God fhould ever pardonfuch 
a great {inner‘as I have been: yet fet upon the work of 
repentance, and returning toGod, and God will par- 
don all your fins, Jer. 3.22. Return ye back-fliding 
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children, and I will heal your back-flidings, Thefe per-7} 


fons to whomrhis promife ismade had been exceed- 
ing great finners, as youmay fee, ver. §. Behold, thou 
haft {poken and done evil things as thou couldeff , and 

were 


! 1Q.2: Plea. ] cannot repent, anf ered. 23¢ 


iui were ina defpairing condition, chap. 2. vs 25.—Thow 
IB (uidft there is no hope. Yet to thefe perfons that had 
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‘done evil things as they could, and faid there was no’ 
hope of mercy for them, God promifeth if they 
would return, he would not caufe his anger to fall 
upon them, ch. 3. ver. 12. but would pardon and fore 
give their fins, ver. 22. God alfo by the Prophet 
Tfaiah, promifeth pardon to the chiefeft of fimners, it 
they will but forfake their fins, //4. 1. 16, 17,18. 
Walh ye, wake ye cleans put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes ; ceafe to do evil 5 learn to doweh— 
Come now and let us reafon together, though your fins be as 
[carlet, they foall be as white as [now ; though they be red 
Bike crimfon, they {ball be as wool. 

Obj. Jt is true, if I could repent; then though my 
fins were never fo great, I know the Lord world pardon 
thems + but alas, I cannot turn from my fins to God, ‘re- 
pentance ishid from wine eyes. | 

Anfw. Though you cannot repent of your felf, 
yet you fhould not defpair, for God hath exalted his 
his Son Jefus Chrift to give you repentance , Aéts Se 
31. Him hath God exalted with his right hand, tobe a 


and forgivenefs of fins. Iemay be you willreply, Chrift 
is exalted to give repentance unto //rzel, but what is 


| that to me? Lanfwer, 1. This Z/rael had embrued 


their handsinthe Blood of Chriit ,\ dis 2. 36. Let 
all the houfe of Lfrael know affuredly, that God hath made 
that fame Fe[us whom ye have crucified , both Lord and 
Chrifts and inthe words immediately foregoing that 
Scripture, where the Apoftle cells them,God had ex- 
alted Cariitto give themrepentanice, he tells them, 
Abts 5.30. The Ged of Sur Fathers raifed np Fefws, 
whows ye flew and hung upon a tree ; him hath Joa 


| exalted to give repentance unto Ifracl, &c. Now was 
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236 Plea. Icannot repent, anfwered. 
Chrift exalted to give repentance to them that crucis. 


fied him, and ‘do ye think that he will not give repen= 
tance unto you, if you. go to him for a’ peniceng sn" 
oy cen, @ 


heart 2 have you committed greater (ins thanthe crus 


Chrift will give you repentance, you may be fatished| 
thac he will from his ownwords, if you soto him for 
repentance; for he hath faid, John 6. 37. Him that) 
cometh tome, Lt will in no wife caft out. 


Plea 5. Lhave committed ~Cmay fome fay) a very) 


foul finy and I amvafraid it (bould come to light ;. and if) 


4t fhouldy I {hall be alhamed to look any man in the faces 


ra 


cifying of Chrift? 2, If you gueftion whethegp apdos¥ 


‘ L nh 
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piyes ill, 
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and I had better make away my felf, than live to bea pales rid, 2 


lick, {bame. : 


Ani. i. This.will not conceal your fins, to maken fale 3255 
away your felt; for there is a day of Judgmeng ina 
coming, wherein God will bring to light and publiffiy ifr 
inthe beating of the whole world: all your fins even W 
your fouleft and moft thameful fins which you have@} Plea 6 


commitced with greatett fecrefie, Eccle/: 12. 14.9 


God {hall bring every work into judgnueent , with every [e- 


eret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. Luke sully 


12,253. There is nothing covered that (hall not be reveal- 
ed; neither hid,that (hall not be known ; whatfoever ye have 
f{piken in darknt/s, (hall be heard in the light » and that 
which ye have {poken in the ear in clofets, {hall be proclaim- 


ed sponthe houfe tops. 1 Cor. 4. 5. Judge nothing befure™ | 


the time, antil the Lord come, who both will Lring tolight ¥ 


the. hidden things of darkune[s, and will make meanif eft 
the counfels of the hearts: Andtherefore if you.fhould 


efcape the fhame of your finshéere, yon will at thes 


réfurreftion and the day. of Judgment, when God 
fhall difclofe your fins to ch@@whole world , be put ta 
everlafting contempt, Dan.12. 2, A¢any of them that 
fleep inthe duff of the carth, (bal awake , [ome te Cas 
14; % 


2° Plea. I am gailty of fhameful fint, &cr | 239 


Vafting life, and fome-to (hame and everlafting contempt. 


2. The way.to get your fhameful fins covered , is 


(lo confefs them to God , and to humble your fouls 
my All 


for them, arid’to flee to the Blood of Chrift; for by 


: He fo doing God will pardon them, and caft them be- 


@hind his back; and when God hath pardoned them, 
Mchey fhall not do you any hurt, Fobn t.9.Jf we confe/s 
our fins, beis faithful and juff to forgive ms our fins, and 


to clean(e ws from al nnvighteoafue(s. When God for- 
gives tin, he is faid tocover it, P/al.'32. 1. Bleffed z 
he whofe tranfareffion is forgiven, whofe fin is covereda 


fol David committeda fhameful fin, when he murdered 


Vriah, and committed adulrery with Berfheba ; yee 

upon his confeffion of thefe fins, God pardoned him, 

Pal. 22.5. Lacknowledged my fin unto thee, and mine 
3 y 


Tile 2.2 ° ° iv e ove 
lena iniquity have L not hid; I faid, I will confe/s my tranf= 


Gre ffions nnto the Lord, and thou forgavelt the iniquity of. 
wy fin. 

Plea 6. I am tempted in my firaitsto fleal, and to 
kill my Children, becaufe I cannot maintain them; 1 am 


hina terspted alfo to other fins: Now Iam afraid if I live 


BT (ball fall by my temptations into fome foul fin, and there 


WB by be a fcandal to Religion, and to the Gofpel, and it is bet 


} 
wr ye Aue 


aid thal 


ak Oo a oN aa Tae 
ter for me to dye thanto fcandalize Religion : and there= 


| fore Lam of the mind , when I can get a convenient op- 


portunity, to make away my felf > that I may nob become 


| a (canda{ to the Gof pel. 


eAnf. 1 You moft not commit one fin to avoid 


0 fs) in 4 y rn ; 
iim another, Rom, 3.8. Not as we ve flanderosfly reported, 


be putt 
hemi vel . Se Os 
wri gion; becanfe it isin che judgment or tlic Apottle , a 
f dam- 


and as {ome affirm thattwe fay, let ws do evil that gooa 
may come, whofe damnation is juf?. I¢is a good thing 
co prevent fin, ‘and to prevent fcandalizing of Reli- 
gion; yet we muft normurder our felves , whichis a 
great evil, to prevent other lins,or fcandalizing Relt- 


oS 


a ae 


233 Pleas If I live 1 (ball diffonour God, &c. Qay 
damnable tenent and practice to doevil that good may 


come, 


2, What greater fin or fcandal to Religionthany’ - 
for aman that profeflech Religion , to murder hime]? :,, 


felf > and therefore it is a ftrange delufion for aman 


to defign the making away of himfelf, to avoid other’ 


fins, or to avoid fcandalizing of the Gofpel. 


3. If you be tempted to fteal, or deftroy your”. / 
Children, or any other fins, and are afraid that you’, 
Shall one day fall by chefe temptations, there are béet=if : , ’ 


ter means of avoiding thefe fins, than by niurdering| 
your felves : and they are fuch as thefe, 1. Pray to) 


God to keép you from chofe fins towhich youaréf;.” 


tempted by Satan , or unto which you are enclined 


by your own hearts, Pfa, 19,12, 13. Cleanfethoa |)... 


me from fecret faults; keep back thy fervant alfo from 


prefumptnous fins, let them not have dominion over mech,” 
Pfal. 119.133. Order my feeps in thy word, and let nop 4!’ 


any iniquity have dominion over me, 2. Hide Gods 
Word in your hearts, for chere is great efficacy inthe 
Word of God when it is treafured op in the heart, to 


keep a man from falling into fin, Pfal. 119. t1. Thy | 


word have l hid in mine beart, that I might not fin againft 


thee. 3. Reft ypon Gods Promifes, wherein he hath 1," ' 


promifed you,that he will not fuffer finto get the do- 


minion over you; but when he feeth your fins rifing” 
up again{t you, and ready to prevail, he will take | 


compaffion upon you, and fubdue your iniquities; 
Rom. 6.14. Sin {ball not have dominisn over you. Micah 


en 


bh vinenly (: 
MLL WALLA 


7.09, He will turn again, he will have compaffion upon uss @)'4) 


hewill fubdue ovr iniquities: and thon wilt caft all their fins: 
into the depths of the Sea. Go oucagaintt your fins in 
the flrengch of thefe promifes, and theugh you be 


often foiled ; yet renew your combat, hanging and © 


cleavingto the proniles of God; and donde not but 


an : 
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Plea. I am fure to goto Hell, &c/ * 239 


you fhall in the conclufion obtain the vidory. 
Plea 7. Lamaman caft off by God , and I am {are 
lsonthto go to Fell when I dye; yea methinks I feel the begin- 
tlerhinisvings of Hell already in my Confcience , by thofe terrors of 
iorannted tat are in my foul, and a feared Confeickce s and 
iid omee longer I live, the more I (hall fin, and the more I {hall 
” Bencreafe wy torments hereafter; and therefore ‘tis better 
‘hoy yyy o7 222¢ £0 put an end to my wretched life, than to live toen- 
d thir yerea/e may fins, and my torments ; tor I do nothing elfebus 
earehage”e4(ure np wrath againft the day of wrath. 
iurderingl  <49/~. I. God would not have any man to fay,God 
@oath caft me off , and utterly feparated me from his 
chyougy@PCople, L/a. 56.3. Let not the fon of the ftranger, that 
eetilnglh2222 jayned himafelf unto the Lord, (peak, faying, The 
Lord hath utterly feparated me-froms his people. We are 
very fubjeétto miftakes, and to think that God hath 
caltusoft, whenas we have found grace in his fight, 
Pfal. 31. 22. 1 faidin my haffe, I ane cut off before thine 


lanl tag 
f alo frp 
m (OEP nb 
aon let Ha 


ide Gish 5 3 neverthele{s thou heardeft the voice of my fuppli- 


sept when I cryed unto thee. Zion thought and faid, 
er God had forgotten and forfaken her, when as fhe lay 
u Thfneat Gods heart, and wasinhis thoughts night and 
saci day, Ufa 49-14) 153 16. 

sheaf . 2°, SUppofe God did caft you off, yet you muft not 
thefofeatt him off, but acknowledge before God , that it ts 
fret ju wich God toleaveyou , and cry to him, and fol- 
‘all nil Dard after him, and hang uponhim , and hope in 
ss his word, evenat fuch atime as hecaftethoff your 
mM giouls. When Heman complained, Pfal. 88,14. Lord, 
anne why cafte/? thou off my foul 2 He did not ceafe calling 
ni" Enpon God, Ver. 9. Ihave called daily uponthee, I have 
ftretched out my hands untothee. Fonah when he thought 
ay bp cod bad caft him off, yet refolves ftill to wait upon 
MY (qin, Jonah 2.4. I faid 1, am caft out of thy fight y yet 
0M AE will Look. again towards thy Temple. When David 


ft fl iit 
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240 ©Plea. I ams {ure to goto Feb; yea T feel Qa Qs tel 


chought himfelf caft off by God, he enconrageth hig) pots! 
foul to hope in the Lord, Pfal. 43. 255. Why doft thon ip Na 
calf. me off ?—why art thon caft down» O my foul , andy fer) | 
why art thom difquicted within me ? hopein Gods epg. ts 
3. Say not, I am fure to go to Hell when dye, for) pete 
it is yet aday of falvation,and the door of hope ftands} cay 0 
open; there is-yet time and place for repentance; Halo ie en 
2 Cor. 612. Behold, now is the accepted time, behold now) thy at 
Js the day of falvation. Though a-man be a perfect) iy fe 
flave to fin and Satan, yet there is a poffibilicy chac hen calle 
may be broughtro repentance, 2 Ti. 225,26. Zmymcatil 
mecckne(s inftrutting thofe that oppofethemfelves, if Gow i repet 
peradventure wil give them repentance-—that they may) God may 
recover themfelves ont of the fnare of the Devil, who are) le thieves 
taken captive by him at bis wills and if God give chee pi afew 
repentance » though thou haft beenas wicked a mam is iney? 
as lives upon the face of the earch, yet thou Shay jicth ther 
futely be faved’, Exch. 33. U5; 16. Provs 28: 135) Plea 8. 
I fas §§+7- [fi, and 
4. Suppofe thou apprehendeft thy felf co have asi fet 
it were the beginnings of Hell in thy foul, yet chy oh cn 
cafe isnot déefperate. Ochers chat have had pains and) }ms 
horrorsin their fouls, like the pains of Hell, have] js | 
found relief from God. ‘Fonah after he had fled fromb mpi 
the prefence of the Lord , and was ca(t into the Seay sling wit 
and fwallowed up by a Fith, felt himfelf in fuch addin} 
freffed condition, that he compares his condition tom 
the belly of hell; yet hé crying to God in this: | 
condition, was delivered out of it, Fonah 2.2. Fensyo 
cryed by reafon of mine affliition to the Lord, and he heard ir lelve 
me+ out of the belly of hell. cryed 1, and thou hearde/t mpg. 6 
woice, When David wasin fuch a ftate, that he com>, id vl y 
pares his pains to the pains of Hell, by crying to che Bo! 
Lord he was. delivered, P/al. 116.354, 6« The for= @0ttou 
rows of death compalfed me, and the pains of hell got bold 
x pois 


~ 


Q.2. the beginnings of Hell already, anfw. Ss wayes. 24% 


Wipon vse s I found trouble and forrow : then called I mpon 
the Name of the Lord, Q Lord’, ‘I befecth thee de- 
iver my foul—I was broaght low and he helped me.” 

§- Icis.crue, thatall che while a man liverh in an 
@impenitent condition, he treafurech up wrath againft 
iigmthe day of wrath ; andashe encreafeth his fins, fo 
alfo he encreafeth his corments , Rom. 2. 5. Thow af-. ° 
‘llntater thy bardnefs, and impenitent heart, treafarel? ap ante 
hy {elf wrath againft i day of wrath. Yet this fhould 
Bnot caufe any manto deftroy hinifelf , it fhould only 
make 4 man more earneft inféeking unto God to givé 
‘Gmhim repentance. As long as there is life there ishope, 
i thy miaGod may give aman repentance : God gave one of 
vl, nuamthe thieves chat was crucified with Chrift, repentance 
deve tieybuc afew hours before he dyed: He calls fome into 
dedamhis Vineyard at the laft hour of the day. Bue after 
‘tov fiifideath there isno placé.for repentance , Ecclef. 9. 10. 
wim Plea 8. J willrepent of my fins, and confe/s them to 
God, and prayGod to pardon them, before I make away 
olieummy felf ; and if Ido fo, I hope God will pardon my fins 
yerthgand receive my foal into his heavenly Kingdon as {oon as I 
Irving anger dead. 
‘lf have <Anfy. As long as you have any bloody defigns and 
ed (romp Ur pofes in your hearts, your prayers will avail no- 
aihesamthing wich God, Z/a. 1.15. When ye’ fpread forth 
s(uvadurear bands, I will bide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye 
onfitontmeske any prayers, I will not hear, your hands are fall 
vst in tig? Blood. Lo here, though you make many prayers, as 
ty 4, lone as you have any Bloody projects, either againit 
your felves or others, God will hear none of chem, 
jouhtedal. 66, 18. If I regard iniquity in ‘my heart , the 
hoc eeord will not hear me. Now fo long as you harbour a 
”. | impur pofe and refolution to make away your felvés, you 
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242 Propofitions about S elf-Aurther. Q. 2 


whofo confefferh and forfaketh them hall finde mercy. Daher 
You migtake the meariing of the Promue; if youn pay 
chink that you fhall finde mercy Upon your confeffing 
of thisfin, when as you fill retain a purpofe to com- 
mit it, ris | 

[might mention other pleas, ‘but I fhould then ena fpeitiow 
large too far upon this head; f fhall therefore only Hioxnerds 
addeafew propofitions concerning this temptacion frransiorm 
of felf-murthér.; that may be'ufehif'to thofe that. are} 
exercifed with it, andfo dismifsthis point. | 

t. Whenfoéver any man hath any fuggeftions or) 
motions put in his minde ro murther himfelf’, itis not) 
God, but Satan pits thofe mocions ‘into hisminde, 
how fpectous prerénces foever do attend chofe motis 
ons. What is faid'of. the motion that was in the heart | 
of Judas to betray Chrift, fobs 13.2. The Devil pug) 
into the heart of Judas to betray him’; the fame may be By the fin 
faid of themotionsthat come ‘ito our heats to’ desiinie m 
{troy out felves 5 seasthe Devil pits them into us, LEM 
a man be perfwadéd to make away himfelf, Tmay fay fo air} 
heré asthe Apoftlein another cafe Gal's. 82 7 hal isi | 
per[wafion cometh not of him that cuzlleth you ¢ That), 7 
it is not God by his Spiric , ‘bat Satan pnts thefe Burana d 
motions into your héarts, is evident : for 1. Godibats g 
tempts no man to any fin, Famer 13. Let no man [ay Bias 
when be is tempted , Tam tempted of God, for God Br) 
cannot be tempted with cvil', neither tempteth he amy Brin, 
WLAN « | 

2. The Spirit of God moveth no man to do anyihyi,(. 
thing contraryrothe word; Now the word faith ex-i, 2 
prefly, 7 ox [hale not kill, The word forbids us doing Mi). /, 
our felves any harm, as well as doing hatm untogy...,. 
others, Ais 16.27, 28. The keeper of the prifon amax} TG 


Pe; 
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king out of his fleep, and feeing the prifondoors open, Reidy... 
drew out his (word, and would have killed him{elf—-— But = 
) Pavia 


Q:2, Propofitions about Self-Mdurther. 243 


Paul cried with a loud voice, faying; Do thy felf no ae 


Vif any fay, Lhave Scriptures brought, t@my minde 


to. encourage and put me forward tomake away my 
felf; therefore, furely it is God; and hot Satan pres 
me‘uponthis work; I anfwer: Though thouhaft fome 


[,) 
“i” portions of Scripture caft into thy minde to put thee 


Dtatiy 


Ab phae « 
(hat at 


forward to deftroy thy felf, it isnor God, but Saran 


| transforming himfelf into an Angel of Light, and 


wrefting and abufing the Scriptures, that§putsthee 
upon this finfulkwork: When Satan cempted Chrift 
to: caft himfelf ‘down from a. Pinacle, he brings a 


MB Scripture to him ; he quotesa precious promifeout of 
“§ the’ Book of Pfalms to carry on his temptation the 


more plaufibly, AZath. 4.5,6, If Satan made ufe of 
Scripture to. carry.on his temptations wherewith he 
affauleed Chrift, then there is no doubt but hewill 
try thé fame way with usalfo: Now this would be 
One good means of ‘refitting this temptation, to be 
folly perfwaded , that all the motions.that are put in= 


im i to“our hearts to. deftroy our felves; come fromthe 


4 TD ey il. 


2: The defign of Satan inthis temptation is’ td de= 


tll Vour'and deftroy our fouls ; he is our deadly andim- 


placable enemy , and is alwayes defigning our hurt; 


@witen he pretends our good , he intends our ruine é 

jw band therefore what counfel Solomon giveth us con- 
ib he cerning a deceitfuliadverfary , “Prov. 26. 24,25. He 
bihat hateth, diffembieth with his lips, and layeth ap deceit 


(0 d0 di 


dart (| 


\within him s when hé fpeaketh fair believe him not y for 


there are feven abominations in his hearts is very fea- 
ionable hére i when Satan {peaks us fair; we fhould 


jam WnOt believe hint, for he haresus, and hath abominable 
in im delens again{t us in hisheart:- That Satan feeks to de- 
i MmVour and deftroy our fouls by this'andall-his other 
mrcmptations,; may -be cleared from feveral Scriptures; 
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144 Arguments to prove thereis hope of falvation Q.2 i 
inant 4 


| { Hell, @ I 


as.3 Pet. 5. 8, Be fober, be vigilant ; becaufe your adver= @ 
sfary the Devil, asa roaring Lion walketh’ about , fecking © 
whom he may devour. John 10. 10, The thief hisci 4 
noty but for to freal, and to kill, and to deffroy. John 8.57 


44. He was amertherer from the beginning. Now did@) ..,, 


y onit he! 


they thar are cempted to make away themfelves, fully 
believe chat thefe motions.came from Satan, and that 7} 
Satans delign in moving them to kill themfelves, isto” | 
devour am deftroy.their prectous fouls, that he may 7 
draw them into the fame’ place af torment where he 7} 
himfelf is, it would be a good help to refitt the tem="3] 
ptation. ; 


3, There ishope fora man aslong as God conti-7 


nveth him in the land of the living,that he may obtain || | 

y umey 
bag 
defperate foever his condition feemto be, I add thisa|”""*” 


Salvation by Jefus Chrift, if he repent of his fins, and) 
‘believe in Chrift, how-defolate, and diftrefled, and 


* 


propofirion, becanfe Satan ean hardly. draw a man toy 
deftroy himfelf,tilfhehath brought him to defpair 57) 
and therefore if the perfon thar is under this tempta~ é 
rioncould be convinced,that there was hope of mercy | 
and falvation for fach an oneas héis, ic might be an i 
effeatual means of preventing the, temptation from: | 
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taking place. I fhalltherefore endeavour to proves) Ala 


eharno man whatever is to conclude his cafe defpe- q 
rate, fo long as God permits him to live npon the face 


° 4 hel * 
of theearth; butthereis.a poffibility, yea, there is 9} 
hope that he may obtain falvation , if he willufe che y°"' 
means appointed by God for the faving of his foul 3 y°"“* 


and that I prove by chefe arguments. 


5. Te isthe will of God that the Gofpelthould be, by baton 
preached toevery creature under heaven, J4Zark. 16— gor 
ig. Go ye into all the. world , and preach, the Gofpel to Bor 
every ercalure. Col, 1. 23 —The hope of the Gofpely q 
which ye have heard, and wphich was preached to every Boin'd vp 

creature wheat 


Qa Q.2- for a wean as long as he liveth, if he will, &c. 2457 
‘gy vereatére under beaven.—As lone as a min'is ont of 
ekg Hell, as long as he lives in the world, fo long he may 
‘ome Have the Gofpel preached to him, and may. have fal- 
Jthy}, Vation tendered to him by Chirift; and as long as thre 
Vow dime Gofpel is preached to aman, folong *tisa day of fal- 
+ film vation; thac is,'a day wherein he may obtain falvati- 
ndtuie Onif he feek after ir, 2 Cor. 6.2. [have heard thee in 
, ue 4 time accepted , and inthe day of [alu ation have 1 fuc- 
he nail cored thee : Behold, now is th? accepted time, behold, now 
heehee 28 the day of falvztion. What time doth the Apottle 
herendm Mean, when he faith, ow is the accepted time, now its 
the day of [alv.ation 2? 1 anfwer, He means che» time 

dente Whenjwe enjoy the minittry of reconciliation ; the 
vonnin time when we have the Gofpel preached tous; as 
| you may fee in the former Chapter, ver. 18. 20. He 
hath givento us the miniffry of reconciliation— Now then 
weare Ambaffadors for Chrift, as though God did befeceb 
you by ws; we pray youin Chrifts flead be ye reconciled to 
God: andthen-adds , chap. 6.2. Behold wow is the 
accepted time, Behold, now is the dayof {alvation. The 
note of attention ismentioned twice, behold, behold, 
to caufe us to take the more: diligent heed tothis 
rruth, that we fhould account ita day of falvation as 

long as we have the Gofpel preached to us. 
2.. We are commanded to.account the long-fuffer- 
ing. of God to be falvation, 2 Pet. 3. 15. Account that 
the long-fuffering of our Lord is falvation ; and there- 
fore they chat conclude all hope ot falvation 1s gone, 
and that God fuffers chem to live only to aggravate 
cheir condemnation, wrens God and their own fouls, 
by harbouring fauch conclufions in their mindes: he 
cherefore fufters us co live that we may have time and 
Jy fpacetorepent, ver. 9. The Lord is long-/uffering to 
Wi ws-ward, not willing that any fhould perifo, Lut that all 
"how'd come to repentance. Rev. 2.21, Lf gave her {pac, 
to repent— R 5 ; Th, 
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246 . Arguments to prove there rope of, cc. 


3. The Scripture holds it forth-plainly,shat as long gt)" 
asa man livesinthe world ,°he is not to caft away yy!” 


his hope, Ecclef. 9.4. To him that tw joyned to all:they 
living there ts hope. It istrué, ifonce aman be dead, 
and fiath: not wrought out his falvation before. hep 


dies; the door of hope is for ever fue againit’ thag yy" sf 
man; butwhileke isin the Land of the living, there 4} )/@) 


is hope that he may obtain mercy. 


4,, Whilft'a man eontinues upon the face of theapwi! 


earth, Chriftcalls him to look to him for falvation, §]/ 


and promifeth him falvation, if he doth look to him, 9) rie 


1fa.45.22. Look unto me, and be ye faved, all the ends of 
the earth. Look unto me and be ye faved;that is, will 


fave you,if you look unto me: And whom doth Chriit }} 0 


call to look to-him for falvation 2. All the ends of che 


earth; that-is, all men that live upon the face, of 


the Earth, from one end of the Earth to another ; 
fo that‘as long as a man is not caft into Hell, bue- 


is permitted to live upon the face of the Earth y he (p+ W's. 


Should not conclude his cafe defperate. B | 
5. We find God hath rebuked thofe that have catt 
away theirhope, and hath encouraged them to fee 9} 
and hope for falvation, chat have thought there was "4100 
no,hopefor fuch asthey were. When fome amongit 
the Jews thought God had done with them,and.given » 
them over, and would look no more after them,God * 
reproves them forit, J(u, 40.27. Why [aye/t thou, O 
facoby and {peakeft OLfrael ; my way ue hid from the 

“Lord, and ey judgment palled over from my God 2 
And at another time, when they thoughr there 
was no hope, burthey mutt perih in their fins; and 
looked upon it as an improbaole, ifnotas an impof- 
fible thing, that fuch as they were, fhould obtain 
Hife; God fwears torbemthat he did not-delishe ino @: 
gheir death, bur rather diddefire thae they fhould= §( 

. Le repent, 


* 


Q:2. Fourth Propofition concerning thes, &c. 247 
fepent, that hey might live, Ezek, 33.10, 11. Thus 
ye [peaks faving, 1 our iranfgreffions, and our fins be 


HON Ws, and wé pine amay in.them +; How {hould we then 
lull Jive 2. (ay unto them, Asl live aith the Lord Goa sf 
toy ii have no pleafure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
IN hall gwicked barn, frome his way and lives Turn ye, turn ye 
Mstletell frome your evil mayes 5 for why will: ye die, .O boufe 
of Ifrael? . We find alfo God encouraging the Jews 
when they were ina defpairing conditionin Babylon, 
Lam. 3018)19. 1 faid, my firength and my hope ws 
perifbed fron the Lord 5 rememlbring mine afflittion, and 
my mifery, the wormwood and the gal. Butthough they 


=e: eee Se 
s Se SS SSS 


faid their hope, was perifhed, God faichit was Sood 
for them tohope ftill, Ver. 26. Lt $s good that 2. man 
fhould both hope , and quietly wait. for the falvation.of the 
Lord. God may have great mercy inftore for them 
that think there isno mercy for them. When tue 
“houfe of Z/rael faid, Our bones are dried, and our hope 
is loft sme are cut off for our parts: God promiferh 
to do great things for chem, to put his Spirte in them, 
and give them life, @c. Ezek. 375 U1, 12,13, 146 
sek And chough Satan. may make ufe of fome.Scriptures 
to drive us to defpair, yer he perverts the fenfe and. 
meaning of thofe Scriptures, for no paflage of Scri- 
pture was writren to drive us tO defpair.; but the 
» delign of the Scripture is to encourage Us CO hope in 
God; Rom. 15. 4. Whatfoever things were writren 
aforetime, were. written for our learning y that we 
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope. ; 
4. Prop. No-man ought to. conclude that he is 
' agracelefs perfon, or.calt our of the favour of God, 
becaufe he isaflaulced with this temptation to make 
away himfelf; or becaufe he hath often prayed to 
God-to have bis cempration removed , and it, conti- 
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248 Temptation to Self-Adurder, an(wered. Quang 
- nuech ftillin as great violence as ever. The beft) ae 
of men may be tempted to the fouleft of fins. Whac gi 
{in is more hideous than for a man-to fall down and) pipe 
worfhip the Devil? yet the Lord Jefus was tempted ian 
to this fin, AZatth. 4.9. All thefe things will I give pa 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worfhip me. Dott thouy§ 
think God doth not love thee, becaufe he fuffers: 
the Devils to tempt thee to make away thy felf?” 
Chrift was the beloved Son of God, yet the Devil § 
rempted him to caft down himfelf from a pinacle pe. | 
of the Temple, which was in effeé&t to have deftroy-. gm’) 
ed himfelf, AZatth. 4. 5,6. yea, God fuffered che 
Devil to do more than barely to tempt Chrift; hej ¥ 
fuffered him to carry himfrom the Wildernefs into pois}? 
Fernfalem, and to fet him upon the pinacle of the rt te 
Temple, cMatth. 4.5. and fromthence to carry him ils. 4 
to an exceeding high Mountain, Yer. 8. This is giinsir 
more than God permits the Devil to doto you, yer | patitoul 
Chrift was the beloved Son of God.Did not the De- Bilittule 
vil cemptFob(who was the mott upright man that lived | fmuttel 
in his days) by the inftigation of his wife todeftroy fit jim! 
himfelf >? Job'2.9.Hi wife [aid anto him, Doft thon fill Wi tits 
retain thine integrity ? Car{e Gud and die, And though Poumervas 
you pray to have the remptation removed, and {till te 
continveth ; fodid Pal , whowas a chofen Veffel, 
when he was buffeted witha temptation from Saran, 
he prayed often to have ic removed, and {till ie con- 
rinued,z Cor.12.7,8,9.T here was given to me athornin 
the fielh, a meffenger of Satan to buffet me; ——For this 
thing I. befiught the Lord thrice, thatit might depart 
frome me; and he faid anto me, My grace ws fufficient 
for thee; for my firength us made perfett in wecknefs. 
Bue Jéc thus much futice for the preventing of chis 
gemptation of Self-murcher, . 
§. It is probable thar Satan will tempr fuch as are 
brought low by this fire, ro ufe fome eames | 
O Couries | 
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sourfes to enrich themfelves; efpecially if they be 
brought into great ftraits, +he will be urging of them 
to help themielves by fome finful means rather chan 
to continue under their ftraits. gar prayes, thac 
God wonid remove poverty from him, and gives 
thisreafon, Prov.30.9. — Left 1 ve poor, and freal, and 
take the Name of my Godin vain: which implies,thac 
Satan doth ufually cempr fuch as are brought to po- 
erty , to belp chemfelves by unlawful and finful 
means. 1 might fuggeft feveral things to prevent 
your yielding to thiscemptation, As 


r, You will lofe more and better things. than” 


you will gec by unrighteonfnefs in your dealings, 
though you fhould gec a vaft eftate by this means. 
For 1. Hereby you will lofe the favour of God, Dent. 
25.16. All that do unrighteou/ly, are an abomination un- 
tothe Lord thy God: And whatisall chis world com- 
pared ro the favour of God? 2. All that you gec 
by (inful-courfes, isthe price of blood., it is gotten 
with the lo of your fouls, Ezek. 18.4. — The fowl 


that finweth it (hall die. Now the foul is of that va- 


Jue, that che gaining of the whole world will noc 
lcountervail the lofs of one foul, cCMur. 8. 36. 
3, What you gecunrighteoufly, ts purchafed witathe 
lofs of Heaven, 1 Cor.6.9. Know yenot that the #n- 
righteous {hall not inherit the Kingdom of God? 4.What 


lis gotten unrighteoufly , is gotten, wich the lols of 


peace of Confcience > L/4. 59. 8.— by have made 
thems crooked paths, whofoever goeth therein firall not 
know peace. Prov. 20. 17. Bread of deceit 1 {weetto a 
| man, Lat afterwards bis month phall be filled with gravel. 
2. You do not only deprive your felves ot all good, 
Ibut you bring upon your felves woful m fery by 
Mfeeking to enrich your {elves by unjult courfes : for 
it. Hereby you bring downthe wrath, and curfe,and 
Vengeance of God upon your felves, fer.22.13 Mowe 
| +0 


Q.2, They that are brought low muff? not, &c. 249° 
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to hime that buildeth bis Houfe: by unrighteouf[ne[s, anages 
his Chambers by wrong. i Thef. 44'6. hain man oom 
beyond, and defraud his Brother in any matter , becaufe pe H 
that:the Lord ts the avenger of all fuch. Job 20. 23) yt ani 
Whemhe ts about to fill his belly, God fhall caft. the fury , Aut 

of his wrath upon him, and {hall rain it upon him whilegs 
he ts eating: Thisis fpoken of fuch asget.cheir Hftateg ie 
Bari sheen asyou may fee Ver, 19.) 2.. Such aa dda 


damnation, Prov. 21. 6. The getting of Treafure by. apis 
lying Tongue,ts avanity toffed toand fro of them that eek} ie neu 
death. Is eternal death fuch a defirable thing .as| 
that we fhould feek after ir? Doth it not tome 
faft enough: of it felf? -Confider what dreadfuigtj 
judgmentsare denounced.againtt fuch as get cheir Bogen at 
{tates by unjuftand unrighteous Coline) Fob.20. frommprings 
ver. the 15.to wer. 29: Bernity: | 
3. If youwait upon God , and put your trnit in abbonce you, 
him, and keep your felves honeft, God will be wichfulbeyou 
you, and provide for you afup ply of all your needsy§t. Ger; 
Phil. 4.8,9,19. Whatfoever.things are irse; what{o-=—0 
ever things are honeft. , whatfoever things are juft; God and 
think, on thefe things ,— And the God of pease | (hall. bety is urG 
with y 0: —— My God [hall {upply all your need , accor=Men my 
a to his riches in glory, by Chrift Fe re: Pfal. 37. 3k i m 
. Truft in the Lord, and do good, and werily@y | 
fis pale be feds. Wait on the Lint , and keep hiss, Ge 
way, and he lhall exalt.thee to inherit the Land. Ifa. 3 3eMen Co, 
15,16. He that wal Rett 2 41 eh teou/ly » and {peaketh apa {he 
rightly ; he that defpifeth the g gain of oppreffians . thattin ft). 
fhaketh his hands from holding of bribes ; —— He {hall pyi,. 
dwell on high, his place of de aes e (Rall be the munition OFM bel 
Rocks: bree ad {hall be given him, bis waters {7 all be [ure My (i) | 
And know thisalfo,that.a Ii cle, sotten honeftly,and iamm|,(;,, ) 
the fear of .God, is betrer than. agreat, Eftate gotten} 
unel 
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inrighteoully, Prov. 16, 8. Better is a litile with righ- 
toufne[s, than great revenues without right. Prov. 1§. 
(6. Better is little with the fear of the Lord, than great 
realure, and trouble therewith. - 

6, Another remptation, which is like. to attend 
Hofe that have been fufferers by this fire, is difcon- 
ene and murmuring at cheir loffes ; but I fhall need 
Oadd nothingmore concerning this, but refer you 
0 whatis faid in the firft queftion, to. prevent mur- 
muring and difcontent;becaufe of the lofles you have 


mt (ipustained by this fire. 
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13. Let the lof of your Eftates put you upon 
eeking after, and making fure of thofe mercies and 
pleflings, -which fhall never be raken from youto all 
srernity ; I will mind you of fome bleffings , which 
if once you can get your fouls poffefled of then,they 
hall be yours for ever. | 

t. Ger an intereft inGod; if you once get the 


mifalord for. your God and portion, he will be ‘your 


sod and your portion for ever, P/al. 48.14. This 


lul@Zod is our God for ever andever, he will be our guide 


ven unto death. Pfal. 73. 26.° AL flefh and my heart 


Dial 374 aileth ; but Godis the firength of my heart, and my por- 
| yn ton for ever. 


2. Get the srace of God implanted in your hearts; 
when God hath beftowed faving grace upon aman, 


vae) Moat fhallremainwith him for ever, P/al..19.9. The 
\, imear of the Lord is cleamgtenduring for ever,— Joh.4. 
(it4. Whoforever drinketh of the water that I fhall give 
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nina, [ball never thirft; but the mater that i fhall give 
Wine, (hall bein him a well of water, {pringing up into e- 


ivanimeerlafting life. 
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252 We muft feck Riches in Gods ways 
3. Make fure of the favout of God; and labow 

to get into Covenant withhim, and you fhall bi 
pofletied of thefe mercies for ever, //2. $4. 10. Th 
Mountains (hall depart, and the Hills be removed; bi 
my kindnefs (hall not depart from thee , neither fball th 
Covenant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord , thai 
ph bath mercy on thee. . 
hed 4. Seek unto Gad to give you the Comforter, any 
when once you have gotten him, he fhall abide waghpplesot Go 
you for ever, Joh. 14. 16. I will pray the Fathers ani, Rites 
he {ball give you another Comforter, that he may abiay (ech 
vith you for ever, even the Spirit of Trath ; — he dwelbe cm 
leth with you, and [hall be in you. My sive f 
Now the way tomake fure of thefe, and all oth@hymie tly 
fpiricual bleffings, istomake fure of Chrift s clothyncty 
: with Chrift, cleave to Chrift ; and abide with hiths God 
! for ever, and chen all fpiritual bleffings thal’ Bey je ne 
yours forever; for all {pirieual blefings are creaiye tne 

| fured up in Chrift, Ephe/.1. 3. Bleffed be the Gobir. ii 
fh and Father’ of our’ Lord fefus Chrift, who bath bleffenin y m 
he #3 with all. (piritual bleffings in heavenly places Bibeey 
Chri; and it*we abide with Chrift, hewill abidiy , /, 

f ours for ever, Joh. 15. 4. Abide in me, and I iyi 
i J0%. BC) wore 
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| 14, Seek unto God to reftore what he hath takem, ; 
+ from you, and to make upall/your lofles. Theré 

ate two wayes of having your ‘lofles made up 


+) 


1 1.. When God fhall give you as much riches as hq hai 

Pit! hath taken from you. 2. Whenhefhall give YOUbs : 

ag that: which is as good or bettér, than’ what you loff ‘ne ee 

Les eae by this fire. You may lawfully feek co God thy, ..; 

TR reftore your Eftates which he hath taken from you ,., 
‘OnE By fo you feek them in Gods way :@Take your dire, 
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Q 1.2 We mut feck Riches inGods way, 253 


jons from Gods Word for the getting of riches ; 
id becaufe many thac feek after riches, do not feek 
rem in Gods way, and fo either failof them,: or 
ave them not with the bleffing of God : I hall 
» propofe fome encouragements to ftir you up to 
’ek riches from God in Gods way. 2. I fhall lay 
efore you fome directions out of Gods Word for 


Mie setting of riches. Now to move you to feek your 
iches of God, Confider 


1. Richesare Gods gift, he givesthem to whom 


Me feeth good, 1 Chron. 29.12. Both riches and ho- 


our come of thee, — and in thine hand it is to make great, 
hd togive frength unto all. Deut. 8. x8. Thon {hale 
emensber the Lord thy God» for it is he that giveth thee 


Bower to get wealth. 
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2. God is able to make up all your loffes though 
hey be neverfo great, and to give you as much and 
More thanever youhad. After Fob had loftall his 
Mtate, itis faid, Fob42. 10, 12. The Lord gave fob 
wice as much as he had before, — The ‘Lord bieffed the 


Butter end of Job, more than his beginning. 2 Chron. 


5: 9. What hall we do for the hundredTalents ? And 
ihe! msdn of God anfwered, The Lordis able to give thee 
auch more than this. Thoughamanbe brought ve- 
ly low, evento beggery ; God can eafily make him 
| rich man, 1 Sam. 2.8. He raifeth the’ poor omt of 
he duft, and liftethup the beggar from the dunghil, to 


Net them among Princes, and to make them inherit the 


Uhrone of Glory. As 

| 3. Teisufual with God, after he hath brought a 
nan low, and humbled him, to raife him up again, 
as we fee inthe cafe of Fob, to whom God gave twice 


lismuch, as before; fee to this purpofe, P/al. 66.12- 


We went through frre and through water; bret tho 
lroaghte/? ws out into a wealthy place. 15am, 2.7- The 
ia Lord 
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asa | ° The beft way togrow Rich. Q.2) lh: re 


Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich 3 be Lringeth lowh fe on 
and lifgeth up. poe 
4; Thofe riches that are obtained in Gods way db perl { 
us moft good, and convey moft comfort to the owns} en : 
érs, Prov.10,22. The bleffing of the Lord. it we | i ‘ih 
ith, and he addeth no forrow with it. *e 
If you ask, What courfe fhould we take that wel va 
may obese iches fromGod? I anfwer, iv & nis 
I athe: firft and pancre care be to get heat’ 
ven, and the grace of God, that may make you meet} # 
to enjoy his Kingdom ; grid when you do thus, God? 
will not only give youheavenwhen you die, but ben 
will add alfo as much OF this world aehe Yeerh to bef b por tb 
good for you, AZatth:6.33. Seek ye firft the Kingdom G ig oe 
God, and his Righteon fs 5, and all thefe things (hall bey" get 
added unto you. Whegmen hare over-eaper in feeking} 
after the world, they oft-times mifs both of heaven! g i 
and the world alfo, Prov. 28.18. He that hafteth to pelts With 
he rich, hath an evil eye, and confidereth not that poverty) brag 
{hall come apon him. anhing 
2. Embrace by faith; and fet your-love upon Jez} Pinter te 
fus Chrift » “he promifeth to fill cheir treafures thag} / 
love him, Proo.8: 20,21. I lead in the way of rightes| be ! 
ou[nefs,in the midft of the p aths of judgment + that I may fe 
caufe thofe that love me, Do inoris (ub ince, and a i 1, 
ak their treafures.. / 
Repent seer: iis and turn to the Lord. ; and | 
ber though yo ibe brousl ee he will build yous» Sion 
up: again, and will give you plenty of {uch chingsag rT nd 
he feeth to be good for you 5 Job 22.23, 24, 25. Se 
thon retarn tothe Almighty, thow {halt be bails HP » rhote,} 
halt put! away Iniguity far from thy T: Tabernacles then | g it a0 
(halt thou lay up Gold as duft, and ua Gold Ug Ophir AS. Mttl Sa 
the ones of the Brooks ; yeathe Almighty hall be thy: dew | its, 2 
Fence, and thow {halt hive plenty 6 evils ‘bah i Wee 
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VQ .2. The beft waytogrow Rich. 255 

f 4. Walkin the fear-ef God,and Be careful to keep 

his Commandments, Prov: 22. 4: By hamility , and 

ihe fear of the Lord, ae-riches, and honour , and life. 

2 Chron.17. 4,52 Fehofhaphat fought tothe Lord God 

Bf his Fathers; and walked in his Commandments , and 

Naot after ‘thé doings of Ifrael; Thereforerhe Lord efta- 

Hlifbed the Kingdom in his hand, and all fudah brought 

Bo Fehofhaphat prefents, “and he had riches and-honear in 

0 get hamabendance. 

‘you tm: 5° Follow your employments with ‘diligence: 

hs, GL hereisa blefling of God goeth along with diligence 

ide, hind industry in'our Callings, Prov. 10.4. He becom- 

eth wie poor that'denleth witha flack hand; bué the hand of 

Kinhgmee diligent maketh rickt “Prov: 22,29: Seeft thon a 

mts (gl zeaes diligent in hes befinefs ? he (ball frand before Kings, 
‘infeeliuee [Pall not ftand before stan wen. ee 

hen 6. Seek after. knowledge, and manage all your 

ijmirairs with wifdom dnd difcretion, Prov. 24. 3,4. 

Mt ior Prough wifdom ts an houfe builded; and by ander 
Branding itt effablifhed; and by knowledge (hall the 
Bhamber be filled with all precious and plexfant righes. 
| 7- Be faithful and upright in all your ‘dealings, 

Prov. 28. 10, 20. The upright (hall have good things 
an poffeffion: A faithful aan fhall abound in bleffings. 
fgetal. 122.°3, 4. Wealth: and riches thall be in. his 
poufe;-——- Unto the upright arifeth light in darks, 

| mere] s. . 

im 8. Shun thofe vices that bring men’to poverty 
ingind binder their thriving wh the world, fuch as pro- 
1. Meugality, and love of pleafure, Prov. 21,17. He that 
in mmoveth Plecfure, {hall be a poor man; he that loveth 
vine and Oyl; {hall not be rich, Tdlenefs, and drow- 
‘somminets; a negligent and fluggifh management of our 
i hdl Biffairs, Prov. 6..9,10, 11. How long wilt thon fleep O 
' Blugecrd ! when-wilt thon arife out of thy fleep ? + i 

| | ttle 
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256 The bef way, te grow Rich: | 
hh little fleep, a little flamber, a little folding of the hands! 
t to fleep; fo fhalt. thy poverty come as one that travel, 
fh leth; and thy waat.as.an armed man. Prov. 18.9. Hy 
that is flothful in hiswork,, is brother to him that is ¥ 
great wafter. Gluttony and Drunkennels, Prov. 23 fit 01" 
21, The Dunkard and the Glutton (hall come to poverty iliod ) 
and drowfine(s ball clothe a mat with ragsé ipa been 
9. Be liberalta the poor ; there may be a libera) 
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pildomn 15 | 
foul, where thereis buea {mall eftate ; and the morépyrm. 16. 

liberal. any manis, the more likely he isto be a rich pil? a! 

man, Prov. 11,24,25. There is that fcattereth , amPur! bi 

: 3 yet encreafeth ; and there is that with-holdeth mony 
me than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty: The liberaipit. ) 
foul fhall be made fat 3 and he that watereth , (hall &\., If ( 
alfo watered himfelf. Te that fheweth mercy to thilbiers of t 
poor, honoureth, the Lord with his fubftance, Pro jieet or « 
14.31. And whena man honoureth the Lord: with} riniedi 
ce his fubftance, God will multiply ic greatly, Prov. 3 oper srae 
ee 9,10. Honour the Lord with thy fubftance, and with | 
ROKER Gy), | firft fruits of all thine encreafe s fo fhall thy barns WH Goi, : 
ey Pie filled. with plenty and thy Preffes (hall burt ome withte orld 
new Wine. Wi, thanhh 
10. Be content with what. God giveth you y anh ny fj, 
then thoughyou have never fo little, you are a richhh ca. 
man, 17 im.6.6. Godline{s with contentment is great LAT MY oy 
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15, If it fhould not feem good unto the Lord te 
Nes make up your loffes, by giving you as much richesaih\.. y 
Mad he hath taken from you: there is a better way Of, jo 
wih having your loffes made up and that is, when Goeg, 
Pid fhall make his. Providence inftrumenta! to. conveymy,,.,.; 
> ~~ . ‘thofe mercies and bleflings to your fouls, which are§), 


yy 


meh Deb 4 of more worth than all che riches of the werld ; an,” 
| 
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shis may be done feveral wayes: As Biyh..1 
S| ae 


c .2. How to get our Loffes made up in better bleffings.237 
1. If God by this Providence fhall teach you wif: 
dom, that wifdom which is from above’, and bring 
ou into more acquaintance with himfelf, and into 
hore acquaintance withthe ftate and condition of 
four own fouls ; if you gain any degree of heavenly 
wifdom by your fofles; then your loffes though they 
lave been very great are abundantly made up; for 
wifdom is far better than all the riches of che world, 
Prov. 16.16. How much better is it to get wifdom than 
told 2? and to get underftanding, rather to be chofenthan 
Huer 2 Prov.8.11. Wifdom is better than Rubies: and 
I thethings that may be defired, are not tobe compared 
pit. Prov.3.14. | 
2. If God by your loffes fhall make: you par 
Kirjt0Wakers of the fruitsand graces of his $pifit, if he 
litt, Ffbeget or encreafe in your fouls humility, or heaven 
clini ily mindednefs, or felf-denyal, or patience, or any 
fy m@ther:grace , then he doth abundantly make up all 
mii our loffes ; for the fruits and graces of the Spirie 
iy ow@h€. God, are infinitely better than all'the riches of: 
yfiwene world, Prov. 8.19. ALy fruit is better than golds 
*a, than fine gold’;\ and my revenue thanchoice filver 
oumay fee this cleared ‘by inftancing in particu- 
ik graces; as Paith, I Pet. 1.7.— Your faith being 
puch more precious than gold that perifheth. Humility y 
tat alfo excelsall riches, Prov.16.19. Better it i 
bbe of an hunsble {pirit with the lowly, than to divide 
ve {poil with the proud; the like may be faid-of all 
ther graces, 
3. If God.under this affli@tion fhall clear up your 
iphe to his Promifes; if he give you an heart to 
nder{iand,} believe, obey, and delight in his Word 3 
® he gives in Promifesto your: fouls out ‘of his 
|;@aVord, to ftay,and comfort, and fupport you, thea 
€ doth make up all your loffes in a gracious manneré 
Ps. § ' Wher 
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258 How fo get our loffes made up in better ble ffings. Q. Be { 
wien God gave in a futable promife to David in his | 
diftrefs, he joyed in it as much as inall riches, Pfal. 
119. 162, I rejoyced ab thy Word as one that findeth Byld.d4 
great {poyl. He efteemed that acquaintance that. he iid 1 
sot with Gods Word in his afflictions, more than) 


han 0 4 
thoufands of gold and filver, Pfal.o1 19.7%, 726 Te ig mics is at 
good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learm\MMoving ¥ 
thy Statutes.- The Law of thy mouth is better unto Mey Nig wide 
than thoufands of Gold and Silver. Pfal. 19.9, 10.7 Beleahertha 
Fudgmenis-of the Lord are true and righteous altogether \aGoi, Ex 
more to be defired are they thanGold; yea, than much fine tinunty 
Gold. . 

4. If God ftir you up to feek after, and make furé} 
of himfelf for your portion ; now you have loft che) j6, I 
portion yott had in this world, if you get God fort: you t 
your portion, your loffes will be abundantly made upifie {abit 
<n God. When David was robbed and fpoiled omfhitine 
his goods, be faith, God dealt well with him ; andy. ;, j 
why,he gave him himfelf for bis portion: Pfal. 1194 4 T 
61. The bands of the wicked have robbed mes yet EMG ance, 
adds, Ver. 65. Thin haff, dealt well with thy. fervant Ny 
and what made him fay, God\deale well with himy 
when he wasfpoiled of allthathe had a you may fee}, 
the ground was, he had God for his portion, Ver. 7a 
Thon art my portion,O Lord. | 

5g. If God fhall give you Communion wich hime 
felf, if he ¢hall be pleafed tolift up the light of hi§, 
countenance upon you, and give you his blefled anti, 
gracious prefence in his affliction, he gives you thal, , 
which is better than all this world, P/al.73.2 5. Then), my 
is none apon Earth that I defire befides thee. Pfal. 4.657% hl 
There be many that (ay, Who will fhe ws any good ? Lire, 
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon ws 3 thos 
haft put gladne{s in my heart, more than.in the time... 
that their Corn and Wine encreaftd. Ehe loweft con- ‘i 

; dition 


6.2. Such as have loft their honfes (honld make;8ec.1 59 
dition in this world, with the enjoyment of God, ig 
better chan the higheft and-beft eftate without. God; 
Pfal.34.10; A day in thy Courtsés better than athoufands 
L had rather be a door-keeper in the Honft of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of wickednefs. The Wilders 
nefs is anuncomfortable place ; Canaanwas a Land 
flowing with milk and honey ; yet Coes chufeth 
to abide in the Wildetnefs with Gods prefence z 
“i tather than to go into Canaan without the prefence of 
BGod, Exod, 33.15. If thy prefence go not with me; curs 

Ni ey 705 thot up hence. 

SECT. 16: . . 

® 16: Let thelofs of your fubftance and habitation 
ftir you upto make fure of a better'houfe, and ber- 
/mitiiter fubftance in heaven: There is an houfé and 
wiki ifubftance in heaven, as well as here upon earth, fof: 
i; Wa. 2. In my Fathers Houle are many Manfions. Hebs 
TOLO. 34, 16 have in Heaven a better and an enduring’ 
nts) Wfubfeance. Now when wehaveloft; or are in dan- 
y riser to .lofe our houfes and fubftance on earch, ic 
wit bilfhould put us upon making fure of heaven; Heb. 13¢' 
14. Here have we no continuing City, but we feck one to 
Brome. Heb. 11,9, 10. By faith he fojourned in the 
Land of Promife, asin a ftrange (ountry— He looked 
Mora City which hath foundations, whofe builder and. 
Maker God; The Apoftle Pas! being without a 
Meertain dwelling place, Cor. 4.11, made fure of 
micaven, 2Cor.$.1. We know; that if our earthly hone 
if this Tabernacle. were diffolved; we have a building 
Neo? God, an houfe not meade with hands, eternal in the 
beavens: Icis-very uncomfortable for the body ta 
mvant an habitation: Theré was great wailing im 
Sion, when the Inhabitants thereof were caft out 
ef their dwellings; fer, 9.29. A voice of wailing # 
Ke $2 heard 


| 


| 
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Kingdom:of ‘Heaven. If.a ‘mans dwelling here ong 


earth be burnt, or orher wayes d 
get.as good in anozher place ; but bh 


dwelling in heaven, mutt dwell with devouring hire 
and with everlafting burnings, CWat. 25. 48. Deparé i icherr 
from me ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for they 
Devil and his angels. Such as Shall notbe admitted to} 
dwell with Chritt, have another habitation providedy} 
forthem, and that isamong the Devils. in flaming fires) 
Ifa man, be deprived of a convenient habitatiom)}},,.. 
here, it continueth. but a little while, a few  dayesi},), 


will put an.end.co his mifery ; but 
a dwelling with -God when he 
able to all eternity. 


If you fay, What fhall we do that we may be fure of |, 
anhoufe in heaven, and go co dwell with God wheny 


we dye? I anfwer, 


1.. We muftopen our fouls to. Jefus Chrift, and res 


ceive him into. our hearts, and lec 


and then we fhall furely dwell withhhim. The Lord) 
Jefus ftands.at the door, of our hearts, and knockss| 
and calls to us.to open our hearts to him, Cast.5.2./¢ 

is the voice of my beloved that knocketh,faying,Open to me 
my fifter, my love , my dove , my undefiled—Rev. 3. 20% 
Behold, I ftand at the door, and knock; if any man heary, 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to hin , ana' 
will (up with him, and he with me. Now, after we have} 
opened the door to Chrift, and received him into out§ 
hearts, we muft Jet himdwell with us: we fhould} 


‘How we (hould wake [ure 
heard out of Zion, How are we {poiled ? we are greatlyy 
counfounded, becanfewe have forfaken the land , becanfe) 
our dwellings have.caft ms out. Bur te will be far more 
nncomfortable for our fouls, to want a dwelling place 
with\God in heaven: there, will be, great weeping 
and.wailing by all chofe that: fhall be fhuc ont of the® 


(OU 


de! 
Be ur conve 
eonver{ati 
Hof our co 
Vet hin dw 
phim for et 
eftroyed, he maygy ga) hah 
e that failech of a@ hn, Hy 


he that faileth off} 
dieth , is mifers) 


him: dwell with uss.) 


let} 
7 


Q.2. ef an howe in heaven, 26T 


Jee him dwefl in our thoughts, we fhould lethim 
dwellin our-affe&tions, we fhould let him dwell in 
our ‘converfations ; which we do, when we order our 
converfations by his word, and make Chrift the end 
of our converfations. Now, if we receive Chrift, and 
Jet him dwell in our hearts, we fhall furely dwell with 
him forever, 1 fohn 5. 11, 12. Thesis the record, that 
God hath given towseternal life, and this life asin his 
S0n. He that hath the Son,. hath life. 

2. We muitnot fuffer any fin to dwell either ‘in 
our hearts or converfations. Evil motions, and vain 
and finful choughts, will be often coming into our 
mindes ; bue we mutt nor let them’dwell there, but we 
mult endeavour to caft them out.as oft as they come 
into our mindes. This God expeéts fromallthofe 
that expect falvation, Fer. 4.14. O Fernfalem, walh 
thine heart from wickedne/s, that thou mayeft be faved : 
How long {hall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? God 
will not let evil dwell with him, P/al. §. 4. Thox ars 

Brot aGod that haft pleafure in wickednefs, neither (hall 

evil dwell with thee; and therefore if we would dwell 
pwith God , we muft purge our felves from ourfins. 
They that do not depart from injquity, Chrilt will fay 
to them, even toevery one of them, Depart frem-me, 

® Lxke 13.27. Depart freme me all ye workers of iniquity. 

7 63. We mutt devote our felves.to the fervicé of | 

im Chrift ; and if we ferve the Lord Jefus whillt we are 

inthis world, we fhall dwell with him in heavento 

Mmealleternity, John12.26. If any manSferve me, -lét 

"hin follow me; and where I am, there (hall alfo my fer- 

Mi) vant be. Col. 3.24. Kaowing that of the Lord ye (hall 

lveceive the reward of the inheritance 3 fir ye ferve the 

W Lord Chrift. : 

M64. Wemutt walk uprightly, whatever we do for 
ie a | God or for men, we mutt do it with an upright heart, 

i $ 3 we 
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162 Such as have fuffered by thes Fire, 
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Q.27 Qu 
we muft put away all guile, and diffimulation, and hy-9 uit 
pocrifie, and fpeak the truth from our hearts, and begy//'™ 
uprightand fincére in all manner of converfation ;§j sl om 
for fach as walk uprightly while they live, fhall dwelljjy 
with God in heaven to all eternity, P/al. 140. 13.They bot: 
upright {hall dwellin thy prefence. Pfal. 1§.1,2, Lordyy jcc 
who {hall abide in thy tabernncle ? Who (hall dwell in thyq ji 
holy bill? He thatwalketh uprightly, and worketh righ=§ 
teoufnefs, and {peaketh the truth in his heart. Ifa. 57. Zam 
He (ballenter into peace, they (hall reft in their beds ; each rie 

one walking in his uprightne{s. Pfal. 84. t1. The Lordgy wit’ 
God is a Sun and Shield, the Lord will give grace and glo fr 1S 
ry, and no good thing will he with-hold from thens thagh| Li, atl 


fl 
4 


walk uprightly. Matth. 25.23. His Lord {aid anto him) wen 1 oe 


Well done, good and faithful {ervant, thou haft been faith—\} hist 
ful over a few things, I will wake thee ruler over manyq) ilios0 


{ 
Cee 


things ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord: By lath tro 

5. We muft_perfevere in: believing fand ferving@} his ion: 
Chrift,and walking uprightly with him all our dayes,y] prepare 
Matth, 14.13. He that frallendure untethe end, they) iiering 
fame fhallbe faved, Rev. 2.10. Be thou faithful un) thay n 
to death, andI will givethee a crown of life. No fu f=9) rich chee 
ferings whatever muft deter usfrom ferving of chet pnw th 
Lord, Jefus, though it be the fuffering of death’ ity} hariiy, 
felf, 2 Tim. 2.12. If we fuffer, we (ball alforeign with) telingan 
bim; if wedeny him, he alfowill deny us, Mark 8. 352 ) oneiniu 


Whofoever will fave bis life fhall lofe it; but whofoever™ ) aorher 


fhall lofe hus life for my fake and the Gofpels 5 the fame Weare un 
all fave it. * : ~ SR th 


ntl 


Sror. ig: . ; Deh. w 

7. Let this aff_iG@ion put you upon preparing Your Fillies 

felves for all other affliétions that God fhall try you 

withal, whilft youare in this world. WhenGod had | , 

been contending with Ifrael by Fire he calls Pa i head 
; ‘ | chem 
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Q.2,  fhould prepare for farther Safferings. 263 


ym then to prepare for further Judgments, dm. 4.11,12° 


ten faith 


ver mn) 


d ferving 


mn dayes 


‘ind, the 
ttl ns 
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Of the 
death’ 
reign wilh 


rk 8.3 


L have overthrown fome of you, asGod overthrew Sodom 
Band Gomorrah, and ye were asa fire-brand plucked out of 


tpe burning ; yet have ye not returned unto me, { aith the 
Lord + therefure thus will J do unto thee, O Ifrael, and 
becaufe will do this untothee, prepare to meet thyGod, O 
Ifrael. Affiétions oft-timescome thickone after an- 
other , Job 16.14. He breaketh me with breach upon 
breach. Pfal. 34. 19+ A@any are. the afflittions of the 
righteous—As God dealt with E/i, when he began, he 
went on, till he had brought upon him ail his plea- 
fure, 1 Sam. 3.12. In that dayI will perform againft 
Eli, all things which I have (poken concerning his houfe ; 
when I begin Iwill alfo make anend. So it isoft-timesin 
his dealings with others, when he begins to afflict, he 
follows on with one affiGion after another , until he 
hath throughly humbled them, and made them lie at 
his foot: therefore one affli€tion fhould warn usto 
prepare for another ; and as Chrift advifeth us in our 
fufferings from men, AZatth, 5. 39,40. I fay unto you, 
that ye refift not evil, but whofoever [hall {mite thee on thy 
right cheek, turn to hime the other alfo; andif any man 
will (ue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let hin 
have thy cloak, alfo: We thould be fo far from quar- 


‘reling and contending withthofethat affictus, that 


one injury fhould Make us willing and ready to fuffer 
another. The fame advice is very feafonable, when 
wearé under any affliction fromthe hand of God; we 
Should be fo far from refitting Gods will, that when 
he taketh one mercy, we fhould'refign vp all che 
reft: When he fends one affli€tion, we fhould be 
willing and ready co fuffer another. We are exhor- 
ted, Heb. 13. 3. Revocmber them which [uffer adv erfity, 
as being your [elves alfoin the body. Aslong aswe arein 
the body, we are liableto all kindes of adverlity,and 
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$64 ‘Thofethat have been [ufferers fhould, &g.- Qu, 


therefore we fhould {tand prepared for whatever af=1| 
fictions it fhall feem good unto the Lord to lay upon) 

us. If youdelireto know how you fhould be prepay a 
red for’ all forts of affliions , See Queft, 3.7m n 
Sect 12. ; »* 


SecrT._18, 


18. Encourage and comfort your felyes in the): 
Lord, whenany pe erplexity feizeth upon you, or any } “ee 
fad dad troubled thoughts arife in your mindes upon)" 
the account of your own loffes, or upon the account | 
of the mifery and diftrefs that is like to come upon F* vee 
the Nation by reafon of this dreadful Judg- pe" * 
ment, When Ziglag , David's City of Refuge, ie" 
was fet on fire by the Apralikiees » and both Da- ith ‘% 
vid and his men had loft their Wives and Chil-99" 
dren, andtheir {ubftance, which made them weep) PR i 
till chéy could weep no more; and befides all this, 9M 
David was in danger of loing his life, (for the peo- Plclings W 
ple fpakeof ftoning him) in this great diftrefs, David ypiery om 
encourageth himfelf inthe Lord, 1 Sam. an 6. Da- 
vid was greatly diftre fed, fort the people {pake of ftoning 
him bur Davia encouraged L. hims| heb inthe Lord his God. 
You cannot readily bein greater diftrefs, than David 
was at thiscime; and if he in his#iftrefs encouraged 
umfelf in God, when he had [oft his Habitation, 

ives, Subftance, @&e. ang was alfo like to lofe his 
life, may ‘not you finde that in God which may en- 
courage you in all your diftrefles which are not fo 
gteatas Davids? I will propofe briefly fome grounds 
of comfort and encouragement (belides what hath 
been faid upon the firit Qneft. Set. 17. page 118, 
cc.) to Bech of the Servantsof God asare caft down 
either at their own loffes, or at the diftrefs and mifery 
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2.2. [Grounds of comfort to fi ach as have, &c: 26 
vhich is like to follow inthe Nation,upon the account 
£ this fore Judgment. 

t. God is all-fufficient to fhield and defend you 
com all thofe evils which you fear will come upon 
‘ou, and to make up whatever good you fear you 
hall be deprived of, now you have loftyour Eftates, 
fen. 15.1. After thefe things the word of the Lord came 
into Abram in avifion, faying, Fear not Abram: I am 
hy fhield, and thy exceeding great reward. Why fhould 
hac man fear any evilthat hath God for his fhield? 
ind why fhould that man be difquieted for the want 
ie lofs of any worldly good things, who haththe 
sreat and all-fufficient God for his exceeding great 
‘eward? It.may be you will fay,-Icis true, if I knew 
hat God were my fhield, and my exceeding great re- 
ward, I think I fhould be fo comforted, that nothing 
would trouble me ; but I donot know that God is my 
fhield, and my reward: this is fpoken to Alraham, 
ind net come, I anfwer, The fame promifes. and 
sleffings which were givento Abraham, da belong to 
every one that believech in Jefus Chriit, Gal. 3.7, 9. 
iKnow y¢, that they which are of faith, the fame are the 
shildren of Abraham—So then, they which be of faith, 
are bleffed with faithfubAbraham. 

2. Though your. Eftates be gone, and your out- 
ward comforts be taken away, God himfelf will ftand 
iby you: Though your Eftates may fail,and your Cal- 
ling may fail, and your Friends may failand forfake 
lyou, God will never fail you, nor forfake you, Heb. 


813.5. He hath faid, I will never leave thee, nor forfake 


thee. He hath faid : Whoisthat ? God, who is a God 


Snot ; the Father of merciesfand the God of allcon- 
folation: he hath faid, J will never leave thee , nor 
ifur(uke thee: and why fhould that man be calt down 
| that 
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266 Comforts for the Servants of God, 


afraid, my trials will be fo great, that my faith will faijgm )"' 
me ; and what can I expec then but that God fhouldignm") 
fail me alfo? Anfwer 1. The Lord Jefus will take! 
careof your Faith, that it fhall not totally or finally jms %) 
fail, Luke 22. 31, 32. Simon,Simon, Behold, Satan hatkiuny 
defired to have you, that he may fift you as wheats bus Jjyor4 
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. 2. Though hoot 
there may be fome partial failings in your faich, yet 7” 
God will not fail to fulfil his promife wherein he ftans filwcimp 
deth engaged not to leave nor forfake you, 2 Tims. 2aii ever! 
13. If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful , he cannogitiasto 
deny himfelf: theretore , when fears and difcourage= sit loea 
ments beginto feize upon you, remember that God pil.uf, 
calleth to you, 7/4. 41.10. Fear thou not , for I amit, itt 
with theesbe not difmayed, forl ams thy God ; Iwill fereng=\im; lh 
then thee, yea, Iwill help thee , yea, I will uphold theeflureerin 
with the right hand of my righteoufnefs. Va. 43.1, 2efGoitore 
Fear not, for I have redeemed thet—thow art ming. .wheme, lth 
thou paffefe through the waters, I willbe with thee s andimiciin 
through the rivers, they [ball not overflow thee : when thominalely 
walke/t through the fire, thou (halt- not be burnt; meither Awor, a 
fhall the flame kindle zpon thee. Though the fire beiaethey 
long fince quenched, yet ‘it may be you will feel che Peony 
fad fruits and effects of this Fire as long as you live § Myf, », 
but if you fhould, be fot caft down , but look upomphith fry, 
God, that he; according to his promife, will be with) bods oy 
you to ftrengthen and Tupport you when yon palSimthiess 
through the fires. BOs Ley 

3. Youare as dear to God as ever; he loves-you Mpls ),; 
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9.2. that have been great fi ufferers bythe late Five. 267 


iow you are poor, as much as he did when you were 
Bich, Pfal. 40.17. Iam poor and,ncedy , yet the Lord 

Whinketh upon me: Though your Eftates be gone, yee 
MiiGods love remains firm ro your fouls, and fhall con- 
Binue ftedfatt towards you, alchough you fhould meet 
with greater mutations in your eftate and condition, 
han you have done to this day, Jf4.54.10. The 
mountains {hall depart, and the hills be remuved ; but my 
binden|s (ball nor depart from thee, neither {hall the cove- 
nant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that hath 
mercy onthee. Whatever dangers or troubles compafs 
you about, youare, and alwayes fhall be compafied. 
about with the loving kindnefs of the Lord, Pfal. 5. 
42. Thou Lord wilt blefs the righteous , with favour wilt 
thou compals hin as with a {hield. Now this 1s a ground 
of -everlatting comfort, and may caufe us in all con- 
ditions to fhout for joy , counderftand that we are in 
the loveand favour of God, as is evident from the 
it. verfe, Let all thofe that put their truft in thee re~ 
joyce, letthem ever (hout for joy, becaule thon dcfendeft 
lthens ; let thens alfo that luve thy Name, bej oyfal in thee. 
Three times the Pfalmift calls out tothe Servants of 
God.to.rejoyce, Let them rejoyce—let them be joyful in 
thee, let them ever fhout forjoy : and why ? what -is ic 
which may be a ground of everlafting joy to them 
in all eftates and conditions ? Many times they.are 
poor, and under great afflictions, whatreafon then 
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te fre have they co fhout-for joy for ever? He renders the 
‘ilfeeltfmmreaton why a godly manmay,and ought to be alwayes 
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svouliti joyful, ver. 12. For thow Lord wilt blefs the righteous, 


ook with favonr wilt thon compafs hia as with a {hield. That 
vifter Gods love is a ground of everlafting comfort in all 
2 on eftates and conditions, isevident from 2 Theff- 2.16. 

‘  W Oxr Lord Fefus Chrift himfelf, and God even our Father 
dwhich hath loved us, and hath given ws everlasting confo- 
We bation me 40 Though 
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Comforts tothe Servants of God 


4. Though your Honfes and Eftates be confumed,” ;.,, 
and your Trading fail, and your Friends fhould curny 
away from you, and ftand aloof from your fore ; Godot, 
will norturn away from doing of you good as long] 
as you live, Jer. 32.40. I willmake aneverlafting gt 
venant with them, that I will not turn away froms them| 


they {halt not depart from me. When you are in trou 
ble, and haye no friend in the world to go to; ifyoup | 
go tothe Lords he will be your refuge, and fuccougy, 
and comfort youin all your ftraits, P/al.9:9. Thi 
Lord will be arefuge for the oppreffed, a refuge in timey 
of treble, Ifa. 66.13. As one whom his weother com 
forteth ; fo will I comfort you, and ye. (ball be comforten) 
in Ferufalem. When the Jews were if the Wilders 
nefs, God followed them with a conftant fupply of all 
their wants. The pillar of fire and the cloud nevet 
departed from them, Exod. 13. 21, 22. The Lora 
went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them 
the way ; and by,night in a pillar of fire,to give thems light 
togo by day and night: He took, not away the pillar of the 
cloud by day, nor the pilar of fire by night, from before the 
people. And though they finned again{t God , yet he 
torfook them nor, as Nehemiah confefleth, Weheme 
9.19. Yet thou inthy manifold mercies, forfockeft them 
not in the Wilderne(s; the pillar of the cloud departed ™ 
sot from them by day, to lead them inthe way; neithepy> \% \\ 
the pillar of fire by night, to,{bew thems light, and the way 
wherein they hould go. Andas God guarded and guiday 
ed themby night and by day, fo whereever they 
were, he rained down Manna upon them, and gave 
them watertodrink ; he never failed them of a feas 
fonable lupply of their wants forty years together, 
Nehems. 9.20,21. Thon gaveft alfothy good Spirit to ina gm cok 
frutt them, and with-beldeft not thy Manna from theingy™ nr 
mouths) 
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south ; and gaveft thems water for their thirft ; yea, forty 
earsdidft thou fuftain them in the wildernefs , fo that 
hey lacked nothing, their clothes waxed not old The 
Manna did not.ceafetill the day that they entred into 
janaan, arid did eat of the corn of the land, Fob. 5. 
2. The Manna ceafed gp the morrow after they had 
aten of the old corn of the land——The water alfo that 


wame out of the rock followed them up and down in 
f@@ll places whereever they went to givethem drink, 


Cor.10.4. Nowasit was withthe Ifraelices whillt 
hey were inthe Wildernefs, fo will God deal with 


imulbis fervants whilft they are:in the Wildernefs of 


hisworld ; he will guard them and guide them by 


-cinfpoight and by day 5 he will fend ina fuicable and fea- 


onable fupply of all:their wants, J/a. 27.3. I the 


votquord do keep it, Iwill water it every moment ; left any 
jeaure it's I will keep.it night and day. Ua.49. to. They 


all not hunger. northir ft , neither (hall the heat nor Sun 


hal permite them ; for he that hath mercy on them, (hall lead 
Lyjijmmibere, even by the (prings of water [ball he guide them. 
¢evVhen your wantsare many , and. you know net how 
Bor which way they fhall be fupplyed, remember what 


' ‘ik IS faid, Phil. 4. Ig. My God hall fupply all your need 


aecording tohw riches in glory, by. Chrift Jefus. And be 


} ,gedured of this, chat God who. hath been good to 
7). mou, will.follow.you with goodnefs and mercy as long 
r as. you live, Pfal..23.6. Surely goodne(s and mercy 
ball follow meall the dayes of my life. It may be you 

‘tj qiwill fay, 1 have enough to comfort me, if I were bue 
> Mfure chat coodnefs, and mercy fhould follow me all 
“; tne dayes of my life: bue though David was fure of 


“oMehis, ic dothnot follow, that I may reft affured that ie 


“' Miball be fo with me, I anfwer, They that come to, 
Ops 


land clofe with JefusChrift, fhall be bleffed with the 


Biame mercies that God beftowed upon David ,*1/4 


5): 32 


: i | 
i © ih 
2 - 
¢ + 
: i 
' ‘3 
: Bae 
< ¥ it yt 
' he 
, - ie 
I ue 
ye 
a 
3 a, 
U 
| (i 
vi ¥ { 
" ; 
aoe 
iif \ 


deprived of outward comforts, and are ina folitary 


270 Comforts to the Servants of God 
45-3. Encline your ear, and. come unto me ; hear, ann at 
your foals [bah live, and I will make an everlafting cove it hi 
nant with you, even the {ure mercies of Davids | 
5. Great calamities are oft-times followed with)" ¢ 
great mercies ; and this is true both asto Nations andi?” Oe 
particular perfons, when thofe Nations and perfongyi™ " . 
are humbled and brought nearer to God by their afs} sboundy ’ 
fliGtions. Fobs afflictons were exceeding great , bork!’ 
in refpeé& of what he met with inhis foul;bodys;namegym “)" 
eftare, and relations; yet God turned the captivity of) » 
Fob, and made his Eftate more glorious and profpessft# 
rousthan ever, Jub 42.22. The Lord bleffed thelartep | 
end of Fob more than. his beginning. I will inttance fey ipo! ster 
fome mercies which God. is wont to beftow upon hig} 
people, either ins or foon after they. come out of} toe 
great troubles. | yb: ten 
1. Godcis wont at fuch times td give his:peoplé)|h):—! 
greater and ftronger confolations than avother cimesg, i" great 
Pfal. 7, 20,21. Thon:which haft {hevien megrent andy \i ‘lon 
fore troubles, (halt quicken me again, and halt bringwe 13,9;13, 
ap again from the depths of the earth: Thon (halt encreafe [ia | » 
my greatne[s, and comfort me on every fide. Plal. 66.) \win iniy 
35:55 6..How terrible art thowin thy works-—Comse and ‘fee. \kathal 
the works of God, beis: terrible in. hes doing toward” the Herve. nox 
children of men ; he turned the Sea into dry land, they \ilmn yil) 
went through the flood on foot , there did-we rejoyce in hima \ihty ma, 
When God is doing terrible things, he is making way. [hi mith 
for his peoples joy.. After David had fpoken twice of Ju to ini 
Gods being terriblein his doings, headds; there did {fil imy 
we rejoycein him: Inthe night of affi&ion,; God) }9,1;, 1 
putsfuch comforts into his peoples hearts as:makes) jt! ihe 
them fing for joy, Job:35, 10. None faith; Where isGad Wie lens} 
my maker? who giveth fongsin the night. When they are) (tivity 
Bitd orhey 
ftraitnedcondition, he giveth them iaternaland a Bek 3s 
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ritual comforts, Ho/.2.14,%5. J will allure her,and bring 
ther into the Wilderne[s, and (peak, comfortably unto her ; 
and I will give her, her Vineyards from thence, and the 
td Wie alley of Achor for a door of hope, and (he fhall fng there 
\tionalas in. the dayes of ber youth, and asin the day, when (he 
id peimeanse up out-of the land of Egypt. When our troubles 
Y theirabound, he caufeth our confolations to abound alfo, 
teat; WR Cor’. 5. eAsthe (ufferings of Chrift aboundin us, fo 
rod) stummersr confolation alfo abonnded by Chrift. | : 

éptiviyim™ 2, Great troubles are oft-times. followed with 
id propymgreat pourings out of the fpirit, and great meafures 
ithelamot grace. The Prophet Feel having foretold times 
ilane Ot great diftrefs, Chapter 1. 8 Chapter 2. to the 12% 
Wupontimeverfe, tellsus, what God would do forhis people afs 
omeouimter thofe great calamities, Foel2. 28, Jt {hall come to 
pals afterward, that I will pour out my {pirit upon alk 
hisvpeanll fe : ——The Prophet Zephaniah alfo, having fore- 
vhertinggtold great judgments, promifeth that they fhould 
wpiedmebe followed with great meafuresof grace, Zeph, 3. 
bring a 8, 9,13. Ay determination is to gather the Nations, 
dined that I may affemble the Kingdoms, to pour upon thems 
Dhl, 6ilmeine indignation, even all my fierce anger ; for. all the 
ir iit (Earth {hall be devoured with the fire of my jealoufie. Obe 
wel imferve now what mercies follow-thefe judgments , 
ih, in Zhen will I turn to the people a pure language, that 
veinaerey may all call upon.the Name of the Lord to ferve 
king bine with one confent —~— The remnant of Ifrael hall 
antniti ot 40 iniquity, nor (peaklies ; neither {hall a deceit- 
heed fl tongue be found in their month: fee alfo Ifa. 32. 
rine (MN TO,.15. ALany dayes and years (ball be troubled —un- 
agin til the {pirit be poured upon us from on high: — After 
gi the Jews bad been under fore troubles by their long 
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"3. In times of great troubles.God is wont to afi 
ford his: people more clear manifeftations of his! 
love, and to give them moré communion and fel= iil); 4 { 
lowfhip with himfelf, than at other times, Zech. 3 3st; ! 
9. 1 willlring the third part through the fire — they pet 
(ball call on my Nanmse, and I will hear them ; J willy bat 
fay, It is my people; and they fhall [ay,The Lord is myghrotl’ 
God. In the day time, the Lord went before the Z/=evit! 
raelites inea pillar of acloud ; but in thenight, by—i bl 
a pillar.of fire. Divers of Gods fervants that areqya4™ 
much clouded in the day of profperity, have cleagias jr! 
and bright difcoveries of Gods love to their fouls init, « 
the night of adverfity. When the three Childreniiy 41 
were inthe fiery furnace, the Son of God was fojipis 
evidently with them, that their adverfaries them=pinLos 
felves could not but take notice of it. When the! en of one 
Spoufe was as a Lily among Thorns, compafled a=pcalalt 
bout with fharpaffliGtions, the Lord Jefus converfed ge ponit 
with hérinavery familiar manner ;. He putchis lefepinner 
hand under het, and embraced her with his righ¢@ogreat 
hand, (ant. 2. 2, 6. , Brough 
 And-as it is thus with:particular perfons, fo alfoid min 
with Nations ;.after God hath affli&ted them: witht mgs 
sreat judgments, he is wont to beftow upon themppileff, 
great mercies, when his judgments lead them to re=tvad i 
pentance.. After Judea, which was like the Gardemin (ul 
of Eden, was by: Gods judgments made like a Wilspa ni) 
dernefs, Foe! 23. The Inhabitants of the Land. bests? 
ing brought to repentance by thefe judgments, chew term 
Lord promifech\to.do great things for them, wer. 2Teqmmild ny 
Fear not, O Liand , be glad and rejoyce; for the Loraiiivs, Jf 
wil do great things. Foe Prophec £/aiah having fet } I boht of 
forth the miferable and diftreffed condition of the Mn 4 
Jews, both in: refpeét of the corruption of all ranks ; 
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ttoaizod: that were upon them,» f/a..1..4, 556,78, 
®, 10. Ab finful Nation, a people laden with. ini- 
mitys a feed of evildoers, children that are cor- 
apterss they have forfaken the Lord, they have 
mrovoked the Holy One of Urael to anger, they are gone 
| lilway backward 3 Why..fbould ye be firicken amy more, ye 
it vil revolt more and miore, the whole head ws fick and 
tit ihe whole heart faint , from the fole of the foot even #n- 
Ligit, ilo. the head, there.zs no foundnefs in it —— Your Coun~ 
S thitadiny. is defolate 5 yorr Cities are burnt with fire, your 
Ne cluGvand. fPrangers devowr it'in your prefente , and it is 
usitllefolate, as overthrown by frrangers; and the Daugh- 
ildteer of Zion is left as a (oteage in a Vineyard, asia 
tdge in a Garden of Cucumbers : Hear the Word 
the Lord, yeoRulers.of Sodons: give ear unto the 
When ti@laam. of oar God, ye People of Gomorrah. After the 
‘ehearfal of their finful and. miferable cendition, 
le promifech that if they would be brought to re- 
ut his kiidentance by thefe judgments, ver.16,17. God would 
| histo great chings for them, notwithitanding they were 
prought very low, ver. 25; 26,27. J will turn mine 
Bind upon thee, and purely purge away, thy drofs, and 
Wick: away all thy Tin; and [ will reftore thy Judges as 
athe firft ,. and thy Counfellors as at the beginning , af- 
erward phous {halt be called the City, of Righteou(nefs : 
Zion fhall be redeemed. with Fadgepent , and her Con- 
uerts with Righteou{nefs - And in feveral other places 
Mt chis Prophelie, the Lord promifeth, that when he 
Biid return with mercy to his afflicted people, he 
aljwould make their eftate far more glorious than ever 
Bit was, [a 30.26. The light of the Afoon (hall be as 
incline light of the Sun; and the light of the Sun {hall be 
of itewen fold., asthe light of fevendayes.: Inthe day that 
: bUCH FOid-» EPL Of vy Ly 
i) ralgeae: Lord bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth 
vdibe. feroke of their wound; a. 60,15. Whereas thou 
T haft 
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17.4. How to profper in Buildings 

haft.- been forfaken and hatedy, (0 that. no man went through heli i 
thee. I will make thee. an. eternal excellency, a.foy oftyw rth 
many Generations. Ifa, 63.7. For your fhamseyorn {Palin int 
have. double ; and for confufion they {hall rejoyce in thembsine 
portion; therefore in their Land they hall poffe{s.thiby be ani 
double 3 everlafting “joy, ball be unto thee, When. the in {ew th 
Lordis not only fhaking a particular City or Natiefoy acd 
on, butall places, and all Nations, we fhould nojhi.y praje 
be ftartledat it ,.God is but making way forthe ex: i 
alting and fetting upof his Sons Kingdom, Hag, 2.657ihyo fild! 
Thus faith the Lord of Hoftss Vetonce,.it is alittle while in jf 
and I will (hake the Heavens, and the earth, and thi, 
Sea, and the dry Land: and I will-Lake all Nation}, ang 4 hd p 
the defire of Nations {hall come.— heh 


? hing | 
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Sec Tr. 19. w= 

19, If you purpofe ro fet.upon building yourh,,.,,.. 
Houfes which have been confumed by this fre, {6h :,1. 
manage this work as that it may profper under yough,, 
hands. he i: 
If you ask, How fhould- we fo manuage this) 
work of building, as to havedt: profper under ourh., , , « 
hands? JI anfwer | ree 
I. Seek unto God by Prayer to be with you, and} 
fucceed you inthis great work, P/al.90.17. Ejtablifhy, 
thon the. works of eur hands upon us; yea, the work oh. 
ony hands eftablihthouit. Uxziah builrand profpereds}.’') 
2 Chron: 26.9. and how. came heto. profper? ver.§eh, 
He fought God inthe dayes of Zechariah, whobad uneh’- 
der ftanding in the viftons of God ; and.aslong ashe fought) 
the Lord,' God made him to profper.. By this means... '~ 
Afa profpered in building Cities, and other. placesy, 
of ftrength, 2Chron.14.7.. Let wsbuild thefe Cities.’ *” 
and make aboutthens Walls and Towers, Gates and Batis.“ 
while the Land is yet before us; becanfe we have Songs e,* 
they?" 


- 
en! 


: x Q.2.This work muft not be undertaken without prayer;2.78 
nM rly | : 


, ua the Lird our God, ‘me have fought bin, and he hath gi- 
mn) ‘eid ref? on every fede $ fo they built and profpereds 
ie Now in regard many perfons are wont to, neglect 
lf feeking God in fuch undertakings as thele, ici will 
When sO? be amifs,# T-add two or three conliderations; 
or Nel? fhew thofethat are purpofed to fet upon building, 
al 9 how much it is their concernment to give themfelyes 
forthe eeO Prayer, whilftthey are cartying on this work. 
Hoag leis the wilfof God,thac imal our undertakings 
Lis MMe fhould feek unto hima by Prayer , Phil, 4:6, dn 
} Py very thing by Prayer,-and Supplication, with Thanks 
iin eins Leb your requelts, be meade known to God. Prov, 3. 
VES. In all thy wayes acknowledge him; and the more 
lifficule and weishty any undertaking is, the more 
1eed there is of Prayer: 
i, #2 Such awork as bulding cannot be carryed on 
1 2/ mat by the help of God ; and how fhould they ex- 
) pect’ Gods help: that do not feek tt? P/al127. rt. 
~ ) BB xceps the Lord build the houfe, they labour in vain 
Bhzt build it; esccept the Lord keep the City, the wateh- 
“tian waketh latin vaio. ‘When'the Lord had pro- 
mitt “Enifed thac their watte and defolate Cities fhould be 
ebuilded, he tellsehem, he did expe& ro be foughe 
iO tio, that he might do this for chem, Ezek, 36. 33, 
Ea 17. — The wafts fhall be. builded — Thus faith the Lord. 
he tod, Iwill yet for this be enquired of by the Houfe of 
NOPE G-zel, to doit for theme. 
pti: *MiRio2= The Servants of God haye been wont to. éarry 
ml “En chiswork of building, as well as their other works 
kiMiy Prayer, Pfal: 51.1%. Build thow the walls of Fes 
is ON falenz. When Wehemiah fet upon building Fers- 
her pla Halen, he went through very greac-difficulties in car- 
int UME pti -on that work; yet by Prayer she, overcome 
sa Di hem all, and profperonfly effected what he went a- 
Mm Out, Veh: 4. 9. Neverthele[s we nade oxr Prayer unto 
| oe Es God 
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276 — . Howto Profper in Building. ny” 
God = Neh. 6.9,15: O God, ffrengthen my bands — el ie bul 
( . a8 i. plealtt 

the wall was finifhed. | | at? is 
4. God hath oft-times vifibly appeared apainft gin | 
thofé perfons , and their undertakings, that have ae 
gone upon great works | without. feeking help and er it ue 
dire&tionfrom God, by blafting and confounding 6 
them in their undertakings, JZal. 1.4. Whereas Bay!) 
dom [uith, We are impoverilhed , but we will return anay™ at 
build: defolate places ; thus faith the Lord of Hofts , theyk Loti 
(hall build, but I will throw dows. When the Inhabjeqe! pa 
tants of Samaria faid in the pride and {toutnefs | 
theithearts, The bricks are fallen down , but we wil) asin 
build with hewen Stones; the Sycamores are cat down, i 
bxt we will change them into cola’ and did not feek i, 102 
the Lord, Did they profper? No, But God chreateji 4!" 
nedto ctit them off branch and rufh; ‘head and tail inj?” 
one dav, Ifa. 9.9, 19,13, I4. at yin; An) 
2. If youwould carry on this work of buifdingy'"™* 
fuccefsfully, go about. ic in faich ; believing that Goel! Ne 
will be with you therein, and reftupon him for hie] 200 
help and affiftance, Weh.'2. 20. The God of Heavenitiy 0 ¢ 
he ‘will profper us, therefore we his fervants will arifi uted 3c 
and luild. To believé and rely onthe Lord is the wayp% 10" | 
to. prefper, 2 Chron. 20. 20. Believe in the Lord ‘yom 1 
Ged, fofhall you be eftablifhed ; believe his Prophets, fips ja 
feall ye profper. By the power of faith, ftrong Wallis: ! wil 
and Cities haye been demolifhed , Heb. 11. 30. Bye mis: 
faith thé walls of Jericho fe down —ver.33 Who rhromphyoucet 
faith [ubdued Kingdoms.— Now iffaith be inftrumen-4i%42/u 
tal to demolith Walls and Cities, Why may it not al iis for bre 
fo be of great force to build them up? If any askgi ting ab 
What encouragements can you give us for our faiehpuatie 
that we may truft and rely on God for his prefeney Wd, the [ 
and! afliftance with us in this work of building §¥!,~ 
Tv.anfwer, 4 cohabit 
nas r, Building 
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dy | 1. Building of defolate Cities is a good work,and 
Mvell-pleafing co God;and that which conduceth uato 

cl mide glory of God,when it is managed with a right fpi- 
the iui, and ina right manner. The building of Ferm/alens 
‘bel amifter ic had been waited by fire and che Sword, is cal- 
ifoinlied'a good work, Neh. 2.18. They (aid,let us rife ap and 
Jhnny Wareild; (0 they ftrengthened their: hands for thes good work: 
‘rand he building of feru/alem is called alfo the pieafure of 
fis m-he Lord, ic being that which pleafed him co fee thofe 
¢ Inhiinwatt: places builded again,I/2.44.28. That (ait of Cy- 
nntnelimeaes, he [Dall perform all my pleafure,even| aying to: Jerufa- 
i ye ylleme,T box (Dalt be built ; and tothe Temple, Thy foandatis 
on digas [ball be laid. It did conduce alfo to Gods glory, 
d nor QP(als 102.16. When the Lord fhall build up. Zion} he 
od thee ale appear in his glory. Jer. 33.7,.9.1 will caufe the 
aduimeaptivity of Jadah, and the captivity of Ifraelito rem 
turn, and will build them as atthe firft : eAndit (pall 
ibe to mse a. Name of joy, 4 praife and an honour before 
eGiel. the Nations of the Earth. . That building is 4 good 
nfvmwork,and acceptable to God, when rightly managed, 
‘nalmmay be evidenced feveral wayes:: belides the fore- 
dmquoted Scriptures: As 1. Icis oft fpoken ofa blef- 
Ming, for God to give a manan, houfe to dwell in, 
Exod. 1.21., And it came to pafs, becanfe the Adid- 

ight mn PerES feared God, that he made them houfes. 1Sam. 2. 
ng 135+ 7 will. build hia fare honfe — Ma.65. 21. They. 
ae Ball build houfes, and inhabit them. 24. Cohabitation 
vim conducech much both to.our civil. and, fpinitual 
df good, Pful.t33.1. Behold how good and how pleaf ait it 
"angles J OF brethren io dweh together in unity... The tcat- 
iM" tering abroad of perfons, and feparating them each 
B® from other, isthreatned as a judgment, J/z. 24.7, Be- 

W hold, the Lord neaketh the Earth.empty, and maketh it 
SF wajte, — and [cattereth alroad the Inhabitants, thereof . 
© If cohabitation conduceth much, to our good, and 
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278: Building defdlate Cities,is agood work, &c. O.23 Mh’ 
{catering abroad:be:an evil; andva judgment ; chien 4% 

building of Cities in order to'cohabitation is a pood pil!" 
work. 3. By buildingot houfeswe prepare: Man-| 
fions\and Recepticles: for rhe bodies of Gods feroiy 
vants,. which are the Members of vChrift ; and:the jw 
Templesiof che:Holy: Ghoft ¢ and“ thar cannot ‘bue} 
bea good work to provide Manfions for the bodies 
of Gods fervants., The Lord Jefus takes it kindly, 

when we lodge dny of his members bur for a nighror§ 
two, AMatth. 25. 34535. Comserye bleffed- of my Fathiry 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundasier bv 
tion: of the worldgxtor I was a ftrangers and ye took we reat Wor’ 
in. To provide fetled: habitations for the: fervants fauutel 
of God, is morethan to take them in for a night’ Orfeo ¢ 
two. . 4. Building of Honfes;:and defolate Cirtess fir be ab 
isa means of delivering thofe thar want habications Iie, Jus 
from great diftrefss\\as: being wee with the dew ‘ob died 
heaven, and confumed with cold. by night, and theh to bw 
heat by day; exc. and to provide ‘refuge forthe diate upon 
ftrefled, isa goodwork, Neh. 2547..%e fee the dis fines, D 
fire{s that we are ing how Jerufalenslyeth waft, and the Nd thm 
Gates» thereof art barat with fires) Come and let aa Mbe lers 
build up the Wall of Ferufalem, that we beno moreca res Anitvalth 
proach. Now if building be a good work,then you itiay: ide the! 
confidently expeé: Gods prefence with you: when | 
you fet‘upon it, ifyou manage iewith a righe Spitity bol ty: 
Amos 5.14, Seck good, and not evilyand fothe Lordy Wf thy) 
the Ged of Hofts; ali be with you, as yehave Spoken sill, if 
and-if God will be with youn) your work, this Wfrvespal 
may -greatly encourase you tn che management of | 
Its?) Hag. 254.0 Xt now be firong',: O Zerabbabel, ‘ 
faith the Lord ; and be ftrong,O"Fofbuas——and be JProng Wi King: 
ull ye; people of the Landy and work 3’ for I am with ‘yO, Ab f, 

faith the Lord of Hofts,. 3 


=. 


2, God 


2) — Conjiderations to firengthen Faith,&c. 379 


ty thie 2, 'God isable to carry on thofe that reft upon 
‘toilhim inthis work, bow great anid how many. difficul- 
Ais jes). and oppofitions,, and difcquragements foever 
Wiwihey meet withal.. This is evident from the: build- 
ba Ming of Jerufalem after it was burnt and laid waft by 
nd tie Chaldeans’: Confider to this purpofe, 1. Whata 
Dodi sreat work the building of Ferv[ulem was, which 
i kind had been wafted by Fire andSword froma forreign 
sower;°and had yen in its defolation feventy years; 
Nehi 4.19. The workyu great and large. 2. Con- 
qder ‘how weak and untitithe Jews were for this 
great work’, after their ftrength and treafure was 
axhautted by feventy years captivity. Some of them 
were fo difcouraged, thatchey thought they fhould 
Hor be able to accomplith fo gréata work , Web. 4, 
10. Judah faid, The strength of the Learers of burdens 
is degayedy and.there is much rubbifh, fothak we are not 
able to buildthe wall. 3. The times in whichthey 
fer upon building of ferufalem, werevery troublous 
et jimtimes, Dan.g. 25. The freet feall be built again, 
A mith end: the wall in tromblows tins. 40. The Enemi¢s of 
i bt mmthe Jews oppofed this work: of:building Ferafalens 
mecrmwithall cheir might? “They fcoffedat them, and.de- 
souttarided their work, Nehigy 2s 3- What do thefe fechle 
uve Jems?) Will they for tifie themfelves 2Will they make an 
st (ntivend ina day 2 Will they revive the ffones out of the heap 
iinlillaof the rebbifh which are burnt 2 Even that which they 
file build , if a: Fox go Hp 5 he: sill ewen. break, down their 
ite ti fone'wall. They catt falfe flanders ‘upon them, as 
enon -thorgl they buildedout ofa defignto rebel, Veh.2. 
mii no. What is this thing that yedo.? Will ye rebel againfe 
Lie fusqtie King? Neh. 6.6. Thou and the Fews think, to re- 
a | bel; for which caufe.thou buildeft. the mail, that tom 
Bena ft be their King sand. whenthefe means would not 
N- prevail, they attempced by force to make the work 
1G 4 ceafe; 
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ceafe, Akh. 4.7,8,11. They weve very wroth, and cons | oe ft 3 
fpired allof them together,to come and to fight againft Jes Nig 60" 
rafalem: And our adverfaries faid, T hey (hall not know, hist 
neither fee , till we come in the midft among ft them , and&\\bi), au 
flay them, and caufe the work, to ceafe. And when none jf. Ht! 
of thefe means would caufe them to leave off builds \ffounda 
ing; they hired’ Counfellors to mediate with the) echo: 
Kings of Perfia,and wroteLetters to hinder the build=)|dsiw i 
ing of Ferufalem, Exra 4. 4,5,23,24+ And notwiths)|1 Cire 
ftanding all che attempts of their Adverfaries, both) fi, 
by fraud and violence; though there were fome ins |Wii/mg'é 
termiffions,yet the work was compleated : And how 2) |qhe, le 
by the help and affiftance of God, as their Enemies) | bu/ fii 
themfelves could:not but acknowledge, Weh.6. 3 5316s |\ the Lori. 
So the wall was finifhed — And it camse.to pafsthat whem \iebuld 
all our Enemies heard thereof— they were much caft dows) |\by Goss! 
in their owneyes ;. for they perceived that this work mag \wiy the 


wrought of oar God. Now that God which he!ped)) hive bul 
re pa to build -Ferufalem under all their difical=)) enjoy the 
giesand oppofitions that they mer-withal, 1s able sal {oj} fal Wil 
to help you, under-what ever difhicultiés do. or, may, | nd ant 


} 


befet you in your work. MN dae n 
3. Confider what promifes God hath made to bis) awh if 1 
fervants toencourage them inthis work of buildingy: | hive fin 
when he calls them ro it. He hath promifedto.be with) {ili ile 
them in building, Ezek, 36.9,1 6. Behold Iam for yors | Lord bw 
and I will turn unto you — And:the Cities {hall be,inhabix | boule, 
ted,and the waffs hall be builded. Though their: Citigs | iene, 
and dwellings have been laid waft a long timeshe prage | a (ia) 
‘mifeth to help them to build chem up again, /fas6 E404 fal dy 
They foall build the old wafts;they (hall raife up the former | wns 
defolations,and they [hall repair thein waft (itiessthe defo= ) wt thy 
lations of many generations,» He promifech that after) | bah pro 
their dwellings have been Jaid waft,they thal be built’ #4 ¢ 
in the fame places, and inas goodamanner as be= J 
wy: 5 a 3 forest 


SS SE 
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WBfore, Fer. 30.18: Thus {aiththe Lord, Behold, I will 
bring again the Captivity of Facobs.T ents; and have mercy. 

on his dwelling places,and the City (ball be builded on her old 

rik. heap, andthe Palace (hall rensain after the manner there-' 
me of. ‘He hath promifed that afcer they have laid the 
bl foundation, they fhall go on co finifh their work, 
Wit WE Zech. 4. 9. Thehands of Lerubbabelhave laid the foun- 
he bul dation of this Honfe, his hands fhall .alfo finifh it. 
dCOtHi x Chron: 28, 20. David {aid unto Solomon his fon, Be 
es bu frrong, and of good courage , and do it; fear not ,. nor 
OMe Iii be difmayed ; for the Lord God, even my Godywill be with 
hillowighee, be will not fail chee, nor forfake thee, until thon 
it Laem haft finifved all the werk for the fervice of the Houfe of 
MO the Lord. Though thefe two. laft Promifes relate to 
tril the building of the Temple,’ yet chey are applicable 
hojidng by Gods fervants in fuch works as they are called out 
rund to by the Lord. He hath promifed, chac when they 
ch hele have builerhem houfes, they fhall dwell iathem, and 
india enjoy them’ a long feafon, Lfa. 65. 21, 22, 23. They 
sbealll (hall Luild honfes and inhabit them, — they (hall not build 
hor tail and another inhabit ; — for asthe dayes of a treey are the 
| dayes of my people; and mine Elect fhall long enjoy the 

(ét0 bit work of their hands; they {hall mot labour in vain, nor 
billing ring forth for trenble ; forthey are the feed of. the blef= 
ew fed of the Lord, and their off-[pring with them, The 
yw Lord hath promifed, that after cuey-have built chem 
houfes, they fhall dwell inthem with fafety and con- 
fidencey Exch, 28.26. They {hall dwell fafely therein, 

and {hall build Honfes, and plant Vineyards 3 yea, they 

feall dwell with confidence, when I have executed juag~ 
ments on all thofe that defpife thens round about then ; 

Band they [hall knowtbat £ amthe Lord their God. He 

sn ata Dath promifed to make their habications.profperous, 
Be fob 8. 5,6. If thou monldeft feek, unto God betimcs, 
| and makethy fapplication tothe Almighty ; if thoa wert 
pare 
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pure and apright, {urely now he would awake for thee, and gir’ 
make the habitation of thy righteou{ne[s profperons. Af 
ter Ferufalems was. burnt with fire, and laid wafte by i" 
the Caldeans, the Lord doth nor only promife, thac ig qt! 
fhall be buileagain ; but, that he would:put the Jews 
into a fetled and. better eftate than they were in be=|" 
fore, Ezek.36.10,11.The Cities fhall be inhabited, and the ign 
waftes (hall be builded—and Iwill fettle yor after your oldie’ 
efrates, and will do better unto you,than at your beginnings: pied, at 
3. If you would carry on the work of rebuilding im 
your houfes fuccefsfully humble your felves for your qj) 
jins, which )caufed God tolay them defolate, and get gay" 
them wathed away inthe Blood of Chrift, and themiicyo 
you may expect fuccefs, and’ a bleffing upon -whae thw (a: 
youtake inhand, Ezek. 36, 33,35; 362°Thas [aithiym wh 
the Lord God, In the day that I thall have*cleanfed yout tha 
frous all your iniquities, I will alfo caufe you to dwell in the qm 
Cities, and the wafts (ball be builded. And'they. (hall fayy. 
This land that was defolate-is become like the Garden of 
Eden, and the wafty and defolate, and ruined Cities are be= 
come fenced, The Lord promifed alfo inthe'32-verfe;) 
that he would give them an heart to loath themfelves 
for theirfins::and afterhe had humbled and pardon> fi 
edthem, ‘he promifeth the re-building of their des py. dni 
folate Cities. “And as you muft humble your felvegifa dite 
for your fins, fo you muft puc away your fins, and re=4 
turn unto’ God with your whole hearts, if you would fixk 
earry oncthis work fuccefsfully 5 Fer: 2406, Fee F wil Gil tite) 
fet mine eyes upon them for good and I will baild thems, Mh. bn 
and not pul them down; and I will plant then, “and not rer eon 
pluck them up—for they {hall return unto me with their) be 
whole hearts Job 22. 23. If thou return to the Almigh= Bir) 
ty, thow (halt be built up. | 
4, Ufe no unrighteoufnefs , but deal truly and Miniey; 
faithfully with all men, with'whom you have to ee 
| build-| 
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Qui. 28 ‘How to'prof per in Building. 233 
"th ai Building y our hoafes: Whomfeever you employ in 
et Aifthis worki, pay ‘them their fall wages; for if-you 
ly wfeany fraud or unrighteoufnefs ; you will bring’the 
ie, tia eur fe of God\upon your périchs and habitations, Fer. 
the lela2. 13. 7% anto hin that buildeth his honfe in unrigh - 
Nitin biter /ne/s 5. and his chansbers by wrong 3 that ufeth his 
ind Maeighbours fervice without waves, and giveth him not for 
te yo (ites work,’ Habo2..tt, 12. Phe tone [hall cry out of the 
leona pull, and thebedm out of the timber (hall anfwerit, Wo 
ebuildinghte bin that buildith a Town by blood, and eftablifheth}a 
‘tor youlGéty by iniquity.’ And as‘you mutt pay. allwhom you 
i, adgegemploy: their full wages; oat at the fer time for 
'y andthegrhich you make your agreement, Deur. 24.14) Vy. 
ipon wu Bov (hale nop oppre(s an hired fervant that is poor and 
Tis ilgitedy, wehetherat be of thy brethren , or of thy firane 
thnflygcer’s that ave within thy land within thy gates ?\ at hisday 

nimtbou|halt give him his hire, neither (halt the’ San'go down 

upon it, furcheris poor , and’ fetteth bis heart upon ‘it, 

WwiMle/e hevcry aeainft thee unto the Lord, and it’ be 
tiinmiafin nto thee, *Incroach notupon anothers tight, but 
ey. yeregkeep within your own bounds'and limits, Deat.19.14. 
henlelve Don hale not remove thy neighbours land-mark:; which 
Avirdoumehey of old tise have {et in thine inhcritance—Deut, 27. 
Chie ey. Car fed be hethat removeth hes neighbours land-mark ; 
your (ead all the people (ball [ayy Amen. Prov.22.-28.° Remove 
ing sndagreet thy aneient\land-mark, which. thy fathers \have fet. 
i yolacclef. 1028. '9)) Whofo breaketh an hedge ¥ a-Serpent 
faslianpal bite bine; whofo remaveth frones, fall be burt't here- 
‘yitimib. And take this counfel, not only in teference to 

Myour equals, that are able to-‘contend with yous bur 

_ gihialfo be caréfabthar you incrodch not upon the right 
Ani OF the Widows, and the Fathetlefs, that are not able 
ito plead their own canfe 3’ for'God will plead their 

‘nly ale cante with you, Prov. 23. 1oy1r, Remove not the old 
‘ordi Land-re.7ky cad enter not into the fields of the fatherlefs ; 
vin Lor 
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for their vedeemer.is wighty, he, (ball plead their caufe Ieee 
with thee. By managing your work intruthand righe |yileit*s 
teoufnefs, you fhall profper in what you take in hand, ence | ) 
Pal. 45.4. Ride. profperoufly, becaufe of truth, and digs, ' 
sneckne{s, and righteon{uefs. | cath & 

5. Before you enter upon building, fit dowmand |pinythil 
confider your colt and charge; conlider -alfo. yous Iyou 4000 
own ability, whether. you have fuficient to defrayiinyour 0 
the charge of Building, Jeft you be necefficaced compelyes fo 
leave your. work imperfect, orto run your felves inte) fidenet. 
debt, and bring great and. unneceflary incumbranceg: {qi mgt 
upon your felves, Lwke 14. 28, 29, 30. Which -of \wafpitio 
yon intending to build a tower, fitteth not down firft , Ande \iexh and 
counteth the cofts whether he-have {ufficient -to finif ata \ure, wh 
left haply after, he hath laid the foundation, and is, nob \oneetth 
able to fini(l. it, all that behold.it, begin to mock hints [aya \eiaesd 
ing, This man began. to build , and was not able to finiffte\iy li, 
Efpecially. be, careful that you donot exceed yous) phy Liv: 
abilicy co build your honfes in amore ttately and mage) fin heir 
nificent manner than-becometh. yourrank and qualie) |iji}p di 
ty. The calamities of the prefenttimes, and the mas\|building, 
ny objeéts of charity, call for frugalicy and mod eras) ing birt 
tioninthiskinde. Overmuch curiolity.and expens) |jor\iiy( 
fivenefs.in Building.is taxed as a fin, Fer. 22. 14. WE nmiene 
may. (and many. do) tranfgrefs by.coo much cott; and |egntenns 
curiolity in adorning our Bodies, 1 Tim. 2. 9. Pete |», 4: 
3- 3» If not lawful to. beitow coo much coftinadorm= fi,» 
ing our Bodies, then furely.we mutt ufe moderation ies 
tf ody 
worth and, value than our Houfes. RANT cere 

6, Follow your work with a willing. minde, and Jj... 
withdiligence, if you would*have ic go on fuccelse | 
fully. A. willing minde,will carry on difficult work Jy), y 
with preat eafe, Nehem..4.6.. So built we the wall, and Tir, oF 
all the wall was joyned together unto.the half thereof ia ou 
ie. 
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. \ Q.2: How to profper in Building. ‘185 
v iS he people had a minde to work: Diligence and induftry 
ti will effeét sreat things , but florhfulnefs: and negli~: 
+ mgence will {poil and bring to nought good underta~ 
ha cings, Ecclef. t0. 18. By much flothfulne/s the bnilding 
Phy, Wecayeth , and through idlenefs of the hands the boufe 
itdroppeth through. Yet here is need of caution that 
“0 you do not immerfe your hearts and fpirits too much 
i itn your worldly bufinefs, foas to forget or unfit your 
ma felyes for the coming of Chrift either by death or 
clei judgment. Many men are fo immoderatein their ufe 
nbtaBand management of worldly things, that they fall in- 
Wich toa fpirit of flumber and feeurity ; fo thatthe day of 
ih, death and of judgment will come upon themas’a 
ijbiRfaare, whenthey neither think of , or are prepared 
ahi tomeert the Lord, Luke 17. 28,29, 30. As it wasin 
ith I Brhe dayes of Lot, they did eat, they drank, they bought, 
fil they fold, they planted, they builded; but the fame day 
(eel phat Lot went ont of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone 
jit Bfr-0m heaven, ‘and deffroyed theme all: even thus fall it be 
inguin the day when the Son of man is revealed.* \tis not 
tiem Wuilding or planting, any more than’eating or drink- 
mitt Bing, but the inordinate affections of. men , and their 
dewet Bworldly fpirits; their fecurity and fenfuality in the 
i Mimanapement of their worldly bufinefs, that is here 
ical, condemned by our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
1h 7. Aimat'Gods glory inthis work, and not your 
tinslot own, and fomanage the whole ’bufinefs, that nothing 
joer Of reproach or difhonour may redound tothe name 
eotttl of God, buc that God in all things may be glorified. 
) Thatgeneral rule, 1 Cor.10. 31. Whether ye eat or 
int drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all to the glory of God, 
fig Fhould take placein this, as well as any other of your 
ict’ works. You fhould'not look only, or chiefly, at your 


yh Own conveniences in Building, burat the glory of 


a | God: fothe Jews did in building Jerufalem, Exra 
‘fs e 4.36 
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236. How to profper in Buildings 
34-+Weonr, felves together will build. ante. the Lord’ 

God of L{rael. lk-yourbe tempted froma vain-gloric }), 19): 
ous painciple to be overcoftly and curious in building}. ,: 
your Honfes: confiders 1. God, would not have ust, «....| 
do. any aQionwhatever, for the procuring of vaine-} ; 
glory, Phil. 2.3. Let nothing be done through ftrife,) pai 
or vain-glory: Yea, God would have us-fo tar fromtr.. 
doing any action for yain-glory that he would: not 
have usfo muchasdefirovs of it, Gale 5.26. Let wy 
not be defirons of vain-glory. 2. With what mean Has}, |), 
bitations were our fore-fathers contented ? Facobwho}, 
was a greatman, a Prince in the eftimation of the}, : 
Angel that wraftled with him, Ges. 32. 28. contens ae 
ted himfelf co dwell in a tént, which was both a mean}, 
anda moveable habitation, Gem 25.278 Jacob wasale! 
plain mean dwelling intents 5 fo did his Father Abrahathy tai 
Heb. tt.9. By faith he fojoarned in the land of promifes|, °'. 
as ina ftrange Countrey dwelling in Tabernacles with I(aaeh. 
and Facob, heirs: with him of the fame promife: Yee ae 
Abraham was a great man, he was theheir of the’) ” 
world, Rom. 4.13. andthe father ofall che faithful, 
vere T1516. 32 If that whichis expended by many abe 
perfons in fuperfluous and needlefs adorning of their |) ml 
houfes were givento the poor,how much good might §, 
they do? would it not be much totheir comfore at fh” 
the day of judgment, wherein they mnft give anac=9., 
count for all cheir talents, how they have ufed themy—)” 
and what improvement chey have made of them? kK 

8.. Itis of much concernment to you whileft you co 
are about this work of Building, or whenyouare g 
about any other work of momenr, to give good heed a 
tothe Word of Gods for thereby you will be helped 
much,to ‘carry on your undertakings fucceffivelys grr” ut 
Wheniyou faint and are difcouraged, Gods Word mi)! 
will’pat rengch into you; when you are under i 

7 doubts; 
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Q.2. How to profper in Building, 187 
Bioubts, that willrefolve you: when youturnmafide 
othe right hand, or to the left,.Gods Word will re- 
tore your fouls, and lead you in paths of righteout- 
nefs; it isof greatufesin thefeand divers other re- 
pects; to help you to carry on your civil employments 
fuccefsfully, Deut. 29, 9. Keep the words of this cove- 
nant and dothem, that ye may profper inallthat ye do. 
That is aremarkable paflage which you have, Ezra 
6. 14. Theelders of the ews bmilded, and they profper- 
rd through the prophefying of Haggai the Prophet 5 and 
Zechariah the Son of Jddoy and they builded and frnifhed 
ts according tothe Commandment of the God of Ifratle 
Lhe preaching of the word by thefe two fervants of 
od, wasa means of carrying onthis. work of build- 
ng Jerufalem fuccefsfully.. When God fene forth 
foftaa about a great work, he gave him a {pecial 
i nmiifeearge to take heed to his word, and to read and me- 
‘ih Biitace cherein night and. day , «which wouldbe a {ure 
" ysway to be fuccefsful , fofbuat. 8. This book of the 
Law {lall not departout of thy month, but thou {halt mse 
Wit ate therein day and night, that thou mayeft obferve to 
lo according:to all that is written therein s for then thou 
alt make, thy way profperous, and then thow (halt have 
ood [uecefs. When Solomon was building the Tem- 
ble , it is faid, 1 Kings 6, 11,14./The word of the 
wird. came to Solomon——fo Solomon built the houfe and 
inifved it. Sohe built the houfe and finifhed: it, that 
5» he was {trengthened.and encouraged by the word 
uf the Lord that cameto him, to go on with, and 
inifh the building. 

9. While you are bufily employed in building 
/Our own houfes, do not forgetor negleé& the build- 
Mgup of Gods Houle, Hag. 1..4.: Ls it tine for you; 
ye, to dwell in your cieled houfes, and this houfe lie 
Naftc:2 Solomoa-fetting his hearg to the ep Ps 
) | 30ds 
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Quai Bin 
Gods Houfe } profperoutly ‘effected whiat éver came gi." 
into hig heart for the building of his own houfe, pie 1” 
2 Chron. 7.11. Thus Solomon finifhed the honfe of shregonin 8 
Lord, and the Kings houfe, and all that came into Solo= "> E. 
spins heart to make in the boufe of the Lord , and in his yeneoug 
own boufe he profperoufly effetied. When 1 ftir you up pi a 1 
to build Gods houfe, whilft you are building your pine! 
own, I-donot only, or chiefly mean places for pub= pein 
lick Worfhip (though that alfo be a very good and! 1” 
laudable undertaking ; the Centarian who erected pot it 2 
a Synagogue, was highly refpeéted and extolled by th ic Le 
the Jews ‘for this pious work, Luke 7. 4,5. Whempnuinis 
they cane to Fefus, they befought him inftantly , faying,) You.m 
Thar he was worthy for whom be fromld do this, forMeperdiat 
loveth our Nation, and hath builtus a Synagogne 2) begepilding, 4 
that which I chiefly intend is, that you build np yours, mere 
felvesan habitation of God through the Spirit. Everypichwe my 
true believer is ftyled:Gods houfe , Heb. 3. 6. Beapo wx 
Chrift.as a Son over he own houfe sswhofe honfe are mes pin grace, 
we hold fal? the confidence and the rejoycing of the hopiyi(ttis, 
firm untotheend. Alltrue Believers are Gods Temp)! dwell 
ple, 2 Cor. 6.16. Ye are the Temple of the living Goda (poken! 
asGod hath faid, I will dwell in them, and walkinthem lived, let wg 
They are Gods habication, Eph. 2. 22. Ln mhons yor ary aid {iri 
builded together for an habitation of God thr ongh the S pHgRHOE 20 0 
vit. Now afterthe foundation of this {piricual build-po easel 
ing is laid by the fouls being drawn to Chrift, therepthinesso! 
mut be conitant and confeiencions endeavour to bes. Youn 
built up in grace and holinef$, 2 Pet. 3.18. Grow HM in, to c9 
grace, and in the knowledge of-our Lord and Saviour Jew rbeba 
[us Chriff..2Pet. 1. 5. Befides thi giving all diligence Hut Joly 
add to your faith, vertue ; and tovertite, knowledge, Sec Ti whan 
Tf you ask what thal! we dothat we may be built Wr) fs, 


{piritual houfe unto che Lord 2? 1 anfwer, BP t010C 
r. You mutt lay a good anda rishr foundatior ital fn 


Th 


22 How we neaybe built up a {piritaal, @c, 289 
Mhe, foundation of this fpiricual building-i¢, Jefus 
(Mbrift, 3<Cor. 3, 21., Other foundatiod.can ‘no man aya 
Wan that is laid, whichis JefusChrifis fee alfo, La. 
B..26.. Eph, 2,20.) The fundamental graces.which, 
hime wrought in the foul chat.is built npon Chrift , are; 
With, and-repentance, Heb... 6. 1. Therefore leaving! 
§ \illine principles of the Dostrine of Chrift, let us goon. un- 
“perfettion, not laying again the forndation of repen- 
mce from dead works, and of faith tewaras God. When 
@od had given you repentance for your fins, and 
eriolledi@mich in the Lord Jefus, then, the. foundation -of. this 
§. Mmpiritual building is laid in your fouls. Hud 
nly, foi 25. You..mutt. be daily,carrying and cafting away; 
ts, fone rubbith chat hinders the progre& of thisfpirituak, 
ju:) Wpuilding. After faith and,repentance are wroughtin, 
ildapyogruch, there remain.feveral relicks of .che old ;mang; 
vii, Fiezhich we mutt be daily purging away,s we muft make 
h 2.6, our work co deftroy our fins, if we would be built 
ini in grace, 2 Cor, 7. 1.\ Having therefore thefe. promi 
-¢ivimes (thatis, ye are the Temples of cheliving God, I 
Go Teall dwell inchem, and walk in them, of which he 
JoyGmmad {pokenin the former Chapter, ver..16.). dearly 
sbinhaploved, let us cleanfe our felves from allfilthine/s of the 
Jn wel? 40d [pirit, perfecting holine(s inthe fear.of God. We 
wohiegmannot go on to perfect holinefs , unlefs we doin 
inal pilqood earnelt fet upon’cleanfing our. felves from, all 
iif, tegethinefs of the flefh and fpirit. ». \ 
onttilenge Yon mutt be daily looking to Chrift, and going 
“> gallo him, to carry on, and finifh that ,work of grace 
i fa7bich he hath begun in your fouls, Heb. 12. 2. Look- 
“ hiadag ento Je[ws the author and finifber of oar Faith—1 Pets 
“tee T 0 whorn.coming as. unto a living ftone—ye al[o.as 
wm Sumively ffones, are built up a {piritual houfe. Do not 
e Wnly goto Chrift, but.reft upon him for the perfects 
'. wimog and finifhing of what he serra in your a : 
paar : and ' 
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290° «How we may be built napa fpiritwal | 
and to that‘end ponder upon fuch Scriptures'as thefe, | 
Pfal. 138.85 The Lord will perfect that which ‘conserin=\ inl 1 
eth vse~-Phil. 1. 6.\ Being confident of thes very things |i. Hol 
that be which hath begun a er bork tn yous will performer oft 
ip until the day of Jefus Chrif?.’ The Lord Jefas ta=), sing th 
Kettia great deal-of: pléafure, notonly in beginnings), i, fe 
bitin finifhiing the work of ‘grace'in our fouls, ‘Fohm),  .g.Au0 
4°34. Fefia' [aith unto them; MG meat is todo the will) r Col, 
of him that [ent me, and to finifP be work: HY 6 Coni 
4. After you have received Jefus Chrift » yOu unl), 
muft not ‘only bélieve in himy but walk in“him ; and), noi 
by fo doing you :fhall come both to be rooted, and to}, ji. 5, 
be built up in him 5) Col. 206, 7. As ye have received i ishe: 
Chriff Jefus the Lord, fowalk ye in him ; rooted and built) yee 
shin hire: BY walking in, and with Chrift, you fhalllp.,'y. 
keep his prefence with yourfouls; for he hath faid, ; 
Uf we abidein him, he will abide in a, John 15 ¢ 4s}... 
Abidein me, andTin you: and 2 Chron, 15. 2. TREla jc no: 
Lod is with you while ye béwith-him.:’ Now by kéep= "See 
ing Chrifts prefence wich your fouls , they will be 
built upin grace, Cant. 1.12. While the King fitteth ite gf 
at his table,’ my {pikenard [endeth forth the /mell thereof. es he 
Whea the owner dwellsin the houfe, it is kept inly ,) 
good repair’; if he leave ic, andit ftand empty, all Migs 
things go to décay: As (Martha faid unto Chriff es 
Fobn' t1.2%. Lord, if thou hadft been here, my brothert, wee 
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it {élf fallen: to -décay upon Gods with-drawing off.” 
himfelf, fay unto’ God, Lord, if thou hadit been; ” 
here; thefé ruines and defolations had not come upony | 
my font. A, 
5; Prayer performed im a fpiritual manner, is ay; 
greacmeansof building up diir fouls in the'prace orf, |” 
God, Pade 20: But’ ye beloved, building up your felves ing, . 
yorr nis0ff holy faith, praying inthe Holy Ghot. Thoughy 
pray ing| 
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* Honfe unto the Lord: 29f 


“Bpraying ina flightly ,  déad-heatred, cuftomary; 


formal manner; availeth little ; yee praying ih 


" the Holy Ghoit, (chat is, by the help and affi- 
Bftance of the Holy Ghoft, and ftirring up, and ex- 


ercifing che graces of the Holy Ghoft in prayer, 


qumas faith, fervency , reverence, humility; @&c.) is 
‘Man effectual means to build up the foul inthe grace 
of God, 
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6. Converfe much with the word of God; read i¢ 
frequently , treafure it up in your hearts; make ie 
your meditation night and day ; that is the way to 
be built up afpiritnal houfe mntothe Lord, i Pet. 2. 25§« 
As new born babes défire the fincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby, Meditationon the word built up 


BDavid wonderfully in knowledge, P/al. 119.99. £ 
Woave more ander ftanding then all my teachers, for thy te- 
UB/tinzonies are my meditation. The Apoftle Paxil recom- 
Bmends meditation on Gods word to Timothy, as an,ex- 
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cellent means to promote his growth in grace, 1 Tims: 
4.15. Meditate nponthefe things, give thy (elf wholly 
tithem, that thy profiting may appear anto all: So alfo 
when he took his leave of the Elders of the Church 
of Ephefis, he commends them to the word of the 
Lord, as the means whereby they might be buileup ir 
hat grace which they had already received, Ais 20. 
22. eAnd now brethren, I commend you ta God, and to the 
he word of his grace, which is ableto build you up, and 
0 give you an inheritance antong then that are [anfti- 
ied; 

I might have added inthe tenth place ; Aftér God 
math profpered you in this work of building, and 
wou have finifhed your honfes,; dedicate them to 
god. Icwas a cuftomamong the Jews after they 
Nad built a new houfe, to dedicate it untocthe Lord; 
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292 How we may beluilt ap afpiritual,&c. Qua 


as you may fee, Dest. 20. 5. but of this I fhall have | 
occafion to {peak afterward, Queft.3. Seét. 7. p.3 13) 
where I fhall thew, how we fhould dedicate our) 
Honfes to God ; and therefore I fhall adde no) 


more upon this Queftion, but proceed. to the | 
third. 


ever ari 


i his deliy 


Q:3. “Pr opo/stions abont rendering to the Lord, XC. 293 


ae 


pes Qu EST. 3. i 
What {ball they render to the Lord for 
‘bis Mercy , whofe Houfes and Goods 


were preferved from being confumed by 
the late Dreadful Fire? 


B* T anfwer this Queftion, I fhall premife 
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five or fix things. 

1. Fewas Gods Providence, not your own 
prudence, or diligence , or any other act of yours, 
that preferved you from fuftaining. any lofs or da- 
mage by the late Fire, Pfal. 16. 5. Thow maintaineft 
my lot. Pfal. 3. 8. Salvation belongeth to the Lord. 
Pfal. 40.17. Thou art my help and my deliverer, When 

B ever arighteous mantis delivered from any trouble, 
i fits deliverance proceedeth from the Lord, Pfal. 34. 
17. ‘The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth and deli- 
wereth thems out of all their troubles. As God ordegerh 

the rain where it fhall fall, and’ where it fhall noc. 

Bi fall, Amos 4.7. Icaufedit torain upon one City, and 
B® caufed it not to rain upon another : fo it is he alfo thae 
§ ordered this Fire, whatCity, and what Honfes, and 
® Goods it fhonld confume, and whacit fhould not con- 
® fume, The Fire, the Winds, and all other Creatures 
ido nothing but at Gods appointment , <P/al. 148. 7, 
B 8. Praife yethe Lord fromthe earth, ye Dragons, and 
Ball deeps ; fire and hail , [aow and vapour , ftormy wind 
| fulfilling his word. The fire and the wind are ruled 
| by God, they fpare thofe whom God appoints them 
B tofpare; chey affli& thofe whom God appoints them 
| Wiig (a 


einai, < Mabe ae Samat 
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204 Propojfitions about rendering ta QF 


to affliét; they do nothing but by commiffion from ae 
God. The fame God that fets the bounds of theSea, 0%". 
and faith , Hitherto {halt thon come, and no farther s ¥P 


and here {hall thy proud wayes be frayed , Job 38. 11. 


did fet bounds to this raging Fire,and appointed how jit" 
far it fhould proceéd, atid wheres flames thouté be | 


flayed: whereforefych as were preferved fromfufe 


fering damage by this Fire., mutt not afcribe their 


fafery-partly to Gods Providence, and partly tothem- | 
felves; but muft givé all the glory. to: God; and fay) 


as David did of his deliverances, Pfal.4.8. Thos 


any emint! 


fometlio? I 


Lord only makeft me to dwvellin fafety, Plal. 62. 29-—He |e" 


only is my rock, and my falvation. 


2., Weought ro look upon it as a great mercy to}! 


be {pared from Gods judgments, Meh. 13.22. Spare 
me according to the greatne/s of thy mercy. Lam. 3. 22, 


It ts of the Lords nzercies that-we are not confwmed : ef-| 


pecially we fhould account it.a great mercy to be 


fpared from Gods judgments in a time of common) 


calamity ; when multitudes, as,sood, or better than 
we are, haye been great fufferers. When Lot efcaped 
with his life out,of ‘Sodoms , though he fuftained fome 
lofs by the burning ofthat City, yee he looked upon 


it a an exceeding great mercy, that his life was pres | 
ferved, Gen. 19. ¥9. Behold now thy.fervant hath found 
graceinthy fight , and thon haft magnified thy mercy, | 


which thoahaft fhewed unto mein faving my life. 


3. When theLord hath givenus any remarkable | 


irarce oie 
mercies tu 
and only 0 
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} 


there was} 


deliverance , or beftowed any othes fignal mercy ups gXinesth 


on us, it fhould putus upon enquiring, what return 


we fhould make unto God for his benefits, When fjini 
David had received’a great deliverance, he makech iki 


enquiry, what he fhould render to God for fo great a 


mercys Pfal. 116.12. What fhall I render unto the Bei: 


Lord for all’ his benefits towards me 2? This isneedful, bee 


0.3) the Lord for his merciese 295 
raufe God expeéts that when he hath done great 


wm-hings for us, we fhould be returning fomething to 


tmercy 4 
Us Shai 
an, 3,29 
‘amed» 
ery 10 


f common 


better taal 
| the:benefits which he hath received, though he -bea 
good man, God is much difpleafed at it; .2 Chron.:2:2- 


ked upon 
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him,:J/a, 5. 1,2. CM well-belowed bath a vineyard in 4 


| yery fruitful hill, and he fenced it—and he looked. that.it 


howld. bring forth grapes.—Luké 17. 17) 18. fof, aur 
fwering, faid, Were ihere not ten cleanfed ,. bat where are 
the nine 2. There are not found.that retunnedyto give glory 


ito God. fave this ftranger.\ Where.we may oblerve, I. 


The Lord Jefus expeéts that when we have received 
any eminence favour from him, we fhould rgture 
fomething for whac we receive; elfewhy did he ask, 


Phere are-the nine 2, 2. The Lord takes notice who 


they arethat do , and who they arethat do norre- 
turn according tothe, mercies that they receive from 
God. “The Samaritan :returned to give glory to 
God, the others didnot., 3. There, are: very few, 
fcarce one.in ten, thanmake areturoaccording to the 
mercies thatthey:receive. There were ten cleanfed, 
and only one returns to give glory to.God. 
4. When any man faileth co return according to 


253) But Hezekiah rendred not again according to the, be- 
nefit dowe unto pins for hw heart was lifted: up ; therefore 
there mas wrath upon himy and upon Judah and ferufa- 
Jens. God had.in a, wondertul manner delivered 
Hezekiah from death;-and though he. was a good 
‘man; fo eminently good, that he excelléd all the 
“Kingsthat lived before him, and came after him 5 -ac- 
cording towhatiwefinde, 2 Kings 18.5. He trated 
inthe Lord God of Ifrael , fo that after hiae was nove 
like him among all the Kings of Judah, nor any that were 
beforehinz. Yetcthis good man Hezekiah failed to ren- 


if) der again according to-the benefit done unto him ; 


and-what followed thereupon? wrath came upon 
V 4 him 


SAR Tihs em TS SEN Pe te uO 


oi iiarsl 


ae ie 


Ri: 


him,and upon Judah and Ferufalem for this very thing. | 

g. It isnot every return will’anfwer Gods expe+ 
étation, but there muft be fome-fuicablenefs, fome ge" 
proportion between the mercies that we receive from pot)! ° 
God; andthe returns that we make to God.» Hexe-4 
kiah‘was not: wholly. wanting’ in making recurn-tajgarle” 
God, for he praifed God for recovering him from fil!" 
his ficknefs , Ffa.38. 19. (The'living , the living ; he 
hall praife thee, ‘as Tdothw day: and: after his ficknefsip 
he compofed a Song or Pfalm'to fet forth Gods 
praife, and refolved to fing this‘Song inthe honfe off 
God all che dayes of his: life.j Z/z. 38. -9,:20. 2 Them 
writing of Hezekiah King of Fudah » when hehad| 
been fick, and was recovered of his ficknefs 3: them) 
follows the Song ir felfy ro:tle 20. verfe, where hebben 
éxpreffeth his refolution by way of gratitude,’ to fing finl in: 
this Song allthe dayes of his‘lite;’The Lord was ready qunssuled 
to fave mex therefore we will fing my Song tothe: firinged furs itu 
Inftrumentsablthe dayes of ourlife,in the houfe of the tallied 
Lord. ‘Yee norwithttanding all this ‘Hezekiah ts pulceriim 
taxed with not returning according’ to the :benefir fil wis0 
done unto him, mean be 

6. They whofe Honfes and Eftates have been pre- fiontle 
ferved from this dreadful Fire ;:may know what they | 
ovghe co return to'God,for this great deliverance, by fy 
obferving what the Servants! of God have returned fiin)/i 
unto the Lord, at fuch timesias God hath vouchfafed: Bizet 
unto them’‘any-eminent'deliveratices, though it were Ming 
not a deliverance from Fire, but from fome other 
evil; and alfo by confidering what fpecial duties God Hiils; 
callech forin his holy Word from fuch as have efca- Psy) 
ped thofe judgments that have fallen upon other men, 
or have received any other fignal mercy: from the Mayes, 
Lord. Thefe things being’ premifed, I fhall now an= Ml}, 
{wer the third Queition. | 
3 SECTs 


; 


Ne, Qui). 3 Gad is to beloved For his mérgies, 297 


Vy tin Ati Sopic eh ae | 
“hep. x. Render to God yonrlove for his great mercy in 
mi agireferving your houfesand fubftance from:being con- 
“Ciititiniamed by this. Fire: God defervesto beloved by all 
‘h Hef ofe whom: he preferveth from any evils;-P/.31:27.0 
0 [tua Wilsare the Lord all'ye his Saints ;‘for the Lord preferveth the 
UN troieithfal. When David was ina wonderful manner deli- 
' holy Mvered fromthe hands‘of his enemies, he refolves with 
‘Ushcnhim elf; chac he would’ love God with an entire and 
orth God mendeared love , for the delivérances he had recei- 
it Houle dred fromvhim , Pfal. 18. ver. 1.: compared 'with,the 
90, Thiele of the Pfalm, A P{alas of David) the Servant of 
he Lord; ‘who {pake unto the Lord the words of thes Song; 
athe day that the, Lord delivered him from the band of 
il his enemsiesjand from thehand of Saul ; andhe faid, 
init-avill. love the-Lord my, ftrength. The Hebrew word 
dnordpbat is ufedin this place;ligaifieth more then barely to 
ihe frigetove’s, it notes an inward; entire, cordial ilove; it is 
wer imerantlated by. Junius, and allo by Pifcator 5 €x intimu 
Hiethich iuvifceribyss. diligam te. Andiatanothertime when Da- 
hedaeltquid- was communing with-his own heart’, about what 
recurn he .fhould make to God fordelivering him 
been pteerom the gates of death, upon his crying.to hina; Pf 
what the 16. 35.4} 12. he determins to give’God hisilove; 
verance,bpverfe 1» I love the Lord, becanfe he heard my voice. 
ve tumenand wey {applications ‘That thing whicha Chriftian 
yonchifegprizech moft , and defireth of God above all. other 
yehiemebings, is his love, Cant..1¥2, Let hin kifs me with 
ine ote the kiffes of hss mouth ; for thy love zs\ better than wine: 
wiesGopPlal..63..3.. Thy loving kindne/sis better than life. .. So 
-hreetop te iswith God , that which he prizeth mott from us; 
‘erteipand chat which hedefireth above all other things, ts3 
_ fon mpenat we fhould give himourlove , De#p. 10,12. And 
sl gon a 0 I{rael, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but to fear the Lord thy God, to walkin all hrs wayes, and 
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298 How to exspre(s our love to God. 


telove him, and to fervethe Lard thy God with allthy Ms! 
heart, and with all thy foul. Cant.4. tos How fair te 
thy love! msy Siffer, my Spoufe , how much better is thy gsm‘ 
love than wine 2? and the fusell of thine oyntment than all Po\!|'! 
fpices? Uf.any ask, which way fhall we exprefs our fy 
love to God for this great deliverance? ITanfwer, | 
1. By hating and abhorring all evil, and.endea- 
vouring to root ourall manner of fin, both from youryy sm. 
felves, andyour families, Pfal. 97. 19. Ye that lovey: Iem 
the Lord, hate evil. Sin is an abominable thing in che} 
fight of God, and therefore he entreaceth us, that tf] 
we love him, we would notdochat which his foul has} 1 lie 
teth, Fer. 44.4. Ob donot this abominable thing that I een 
ate. eR Bad familie 
2, Exprefs your love to God by being careful topult ogy 
keep his Commandments, fohn 14..15.. If ye love mpegyieing tei 
Reep my Commandments. 2 John 6. This is love, that wegoitiog hi 
walk. after bis Commandments. God accounted obedi-} 
ence of his Commandments a truer token of loveypouli 


times when facrifices were'in ufe, 1 Sami15. 22 leint 
Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings and fay 
cvifices, asin obeying the voice of the Lord ?.Behold , te 


3. Exprefs your love to God by doing :all che feratie chi 
vice you can for his Saints and Servants ¢ You cannotpen oto 
be any wayes. beneficial to:God, but youmay be tomas», 
his people, Pfal, 16:2, 3.) ALy goodnel s exctendeth not teu winder’, 
thee, but tothe Saints that are inthe earth, and-tothe eX-i was el 
cellent, in whos is all wy delight. And what you do forge mich ; 
them, the Lord willaccount. of icas done unto him-+ 
felf, Afath.25. 40, Verily I {ay unto you, inafmuch all. 7) 
ye have done it unto one of the leaft of t hefe. may brethr EAB etre») 
ye have done it wsto me. Three timesour Lord Je I Feat 

Call! 


MQ.3. God wtobe praifed for his Afercies, 299 


“iicalls upon Peter to exprefshislove to him, by doing 
‘it'@sood to his members, Fob. 21..15,163 17. fefus [aid 
NMG Simon Peter, Simon fon of Fonas, loveft thor mse more 
ne in 4 than theft? He [aith unto him, yea, Lord, thou knowe ft 
"M6 Wipat I love thee; He (aith unto him, Feed my Lambs. 
lve, He f2ith unto him the fecond time, Loveft thom me? 
ind del. Fe aith unto bim, yea,Lord ; He {aith unto him, Feed 
NOD Oey Sheep. He faith unto hins the third time, Loveft thon 
the lige 2? Feed may Sheep. | 
thing inthis. | 
Us, chat ny OE CUES be 
us foulhal 2. They that have fuftained little or no lofs by this 
vite dreadful Gre, wherein fo many thoufands of perfons 
ind families have fuffered very deeply , have great 
gcurelil saute to give thanks unto God for {paring and deli- 
f yenewrering their fubftance, and. their houfes from this de- 
ne, shemrouring Fire. The Prophet Z/aich having mentioned 
med obeittime of great defolation , wherein a litele remnant 
ev of lnihould efcape, tellech us what this remnant fhould 
ceyintho@ender unco the Lord, Ju. 24.13, 14. When thus it 
nts. ball be in the mid ff of the Land among the. peoples there 
itt and imal be as the haking of an Olive Tree, and as the gleaning 
phil, Marapes when the vintage ts dones they {hall lift up their 
wthfalipoice, they (hall fing for the majefty of the Lord : —Four 
limes.in one Pfalm-doth the Holy Ghott call .upon 
salthel@aehe children of men to praife the Lord for delivering 
‘Voucrmrnem out oftheir diftrefles, P/al.107.8,154.28, f1.0 
aim bieeat wen wonld praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and for 
siddhuets. wonderful works to the children of wsen. When.Da- 
alpimeid was delivered fromthe hands of violent men, he 
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Swas much affe&ted with the mercy of God, and «de- 
Mtermines to give God hearty thanks for it, Pal. 18. 


gl 148,49. Thou haft delivered me from the violent man § 
: ‘yhimbherefore will I give thanks.unto thee »O Lord, among 


i \the Heathen, and fing praife unto thy Name. To be 
| delivered 
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goo God is tobe praifed for his Mercies? Q5) il 


delivered from the violence of fire, is as sreat a mercy tod for 
as to be delivered from violent men ; ‘and therefor) ion 
you fhould refolve to give God thanks for your delifi... 
verance, as David did for his. Be not only affectey wre: 
with chis mercy forthe prefent, but let the fenfe ail, ain F 
remembrance of it abide with you ‘as long as yor jones 


live,’ When the Jfraelites efcaped fafe through thi shies 


Red-Sea, where the Egyptians were drowned, they lif 
te And 
wilt 0 sale | 


were much affected with this mercy for a little whilé 
but in'’a fhort time it was as much forgotten, as if i} 
had never been received, Pal. 106.12,13. The 


“> 


fang: his praife, they foon forgot his works. David wa 


a | 


of another {piric, he charged his foul never to for 
get Gods benefits, but to blefs God and be thankfa 
for them all the dayes of hislife, P/al. 103. 2. Blef 
the Bord, O my foul, and forget not all hes benefits. Plat. 
34.1. 1 will blefs the’ Lord at all times’, his praife [bal 
continually be in my mouth: Pfal. 30.12. O Lord | ne 
God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. Pfal. rogp'" 
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33. £ will fing unto the Lord as long as I live; I will 
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fing’ praifeunto my God, while I have my being. | a 
pleafe God'exceedingly, when we. give him praifé ites 


and thanks by Jefus Chrift, for the mercies he bes ea 
ftoweth unponus, Heb. 13.15, 16. By him thereforer 
let ws offer the facrifice of praife to God continually; thapyr*™ 
| Ke Berane wi 
%, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his Name—fory ">" 
with fuch facrifice God ts welt-pleafed.  Pfal. 69. 305 
31. J will praife the Name of God with a Song, and will 
magnifie him with Thanksgiving ; thy alfo (hall pleafey’ 
the: Lord better than an Oxe or Bulock that hath horasy"” 
and hoofs. ' God accounts the praife that his fervantsy” ™ Le 
Offer up to him in the Name of his Son, melodious yp iu 
and delightful mufick, Ephef- 5.19520. (Making #5: ¢ 
melody in your heart tothe Lord, giving thanks always \'Suo 
for allihings unto God, and the Fath.r, in the Name of W"yarh 
| our | 


hy 


Q ).3. God is tobe praifed for his. Mercies. ZOr 
Ber Lord Fefus Chrif. \Toraifeup your thankfulne& 


lo God for {paring your houfes and fubftance ;,and 


ot fuffering them to be deftroyed by the late dread- 
ly eqgeal fire: Confider 


Owned, th 
Titelewhil 
ten, af 


1. What a great affliction. is to be deftitute of an 
labitation, and of neceflary food? When David.was 
h a wandering,unfetled condition, he met with fuch 
Ufficulties as made him fhed many a tear, P/al. 56.8. 
how tellef? my wanderiggs , put thon my tears into thy 
ottle : And when God gave him afetled habitation, 
l¢ dedicates his houfe ro God , and refolves to bé 
hankful all che dayes ef his life, P/2/.30.12.O Lord 
ny God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. This 
murpofe of giving thanks for ever, relates.to the time 


01.2, gat he dedicated his houfe to God, as you may fee 
m, gn che title of the Pfalm. Whenthe //raelites were 
suit (Meettitute of an habitation, and were tryed with hun- 
fyi Meee and thirft, ic was fuch an affli@tion as made their 

| pgouls faine within chem, P/al. 107..4,5. T hey wander= 
Bd in the Wilderne/s in a folitary way, they found no City 

yo. tvell in ; hungry and thir /ty,their (owls fainted intheme 


Nhen 72cob was forced to flee from his fathers houfe 
0 avoid his brother E/zw’s fury, and knew not what 
traits he might meet with, he looked upon it as fuch 


im great mercy to have food and raiment, that he Co- 


renants with God to become his fervanr, if he would 


si (q qnat give him bread to eat,and rayment ro put on,Gen. 
8.20, 21. Facob vowed a Vow, faying » If God will be 
) Muith me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will 
| Mive me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, thers 


all the Lord be my God. Yobeftricken with hun- 
Wer, and not to have wherewith to fatisfie our shun- 


wmier, is a greater mifery thanjto be pierced through 
Pvicha Sword, Lam.4. 9. They that be flain-with the 


LU" Wivord, are better than'they that be Slain with hunger 5 for 


thefe 
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362 Gods Fadgments on others,and his Mercy to’ Qaz yy 


theft pine away, frricken through, for want Of the (ritts it i (ed 
the field. ib 

3) Confider how many there are, who lived aij, , 
plentifully and comfortably as you do, that were aif he 
sood, or better than you are, that are brought tcp... 


By, and £00 
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fo deeply, who yet ie may be provoked God lefs chan} ft 
you have done 2 a pe lg 
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3. Letthe great calamities that are come upon O= 
thers, and the goodnefs of God towards you, lead you 


bg that tlle 
a ee 
Ht that hea 


7 ane 
letime Or { 


ro repentance, & caufe you to humble your fouls bes)” 
fore God for your fins, and to put away far from you! 


alliniquity,and to bé moré careful and confcientioug| ~ 
in keeping the Commandments of God, Exra 9. 139). peo 
14. After thon haf civenus [uch deliverance as thisyy. °. = 
Sherld we again break thy Comsmandensents ? Rom. 3a. /™" 
4, ——The goodnefs of God leadeth. thee to repentancea) |” 
God expects chat we fhould be led to repentance by nl 
others fufferings as well as our own. Daniel reap * 
proveth Belfhazzzr becaufe he did not humble hime"! 
ble his foul before God , notwithftanding he knewps° 
whiat great things his father had fuffered, Dan.5.20) "*! 
21,22. When his heart’ was lifted up, and bis mingh™ 
bardntd in pride, bewas depofed from his Kingly Throne, y*i0t 
and they took his glory from him, Ge. Ani thot his fongh! 
O Belhazzar , haft not humbled thine heart, thoughy*! 
thor knewe/? all this. When Fudah had {een the great} 
judgments which God’fent upon her fitter J/rael,and } 
was not brought to‘ unfeigned repentance by themy gy’ Mc 
Godiwaéinitch offendéd’at it, and Judah's cafe was WS perf 
rendered | 


our feloes; fhowld lead to Repentance. 303 


Slendereéd: thereby far worfe than I fraels, Fer. 37,8, 
§ 0,101.1 {aid after fhe had done all thefe things, Turn thos 


into me, bet (he retarned nots and her treacher ons fifter 


Bladah fawit. And 1 fav, when for allthe canfes wheres 
Wt BY Sack: fliding Ifrael commsitsed adultery, I had put her 


Ot VON ci iff 


Ma long 
ave {utter 
Od let th 


4 NON 0 
i lead 
ut fonlshe 


may, and given her avillof divorce. yet her treacherous 
iter Fudah feared not;but went and played the Harlot al= 

+ And yet for all this, her treacherons fifter Fudab 
ath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feign- 
aly, faith the Lora : And the Lord aid unto me > The 
ack-fliding Ifrael hath RE jxftified her felf wore than 
reacherons Judah: When but eighteen perfons faf= 
ered by'the fall of the Tower of Siloam, Chrift tells 
§ that the meaning of that Providence, was to call 
IW) that heard’ ofit unto repentgmce Luk. 13.4, 5. In 
He time-of the Law, when but one perfon fuffered 
xemplary punifhment, and that not by animmediate. 


Broke from God,but by the hands of men s all Z/rael 


las to take warning from his fufferings, and to be a= 


jmaid of fining againft the Lord, Dewt.13.10,11.7 Ao 
y,, alt frone him’ with fones, thavhe dies And all If~ 
ime (24! hear, and fear, and (ball dono more any [uch 


Bickedne/s as thisis among you. Seealfo Deut. iy Pee 


3.—- Even that man {hall die, — And all-the people 
tar,and fear,and.do no more prefumptuofly. If the fuf- 
fring of oneman, by- the hands of the Magiftrate, 


“Bid ftrike fich error into the hearts of all Z/rael’, as 
. emake them afraid of finning againtt God; then 
iq m nat a forcible argument fhould the fufferings of fo 


lany thoufand of perfons, and families , by the late 


a lire and Peftilence be'to all the people of this Land, 


) perfwade chem to ‘repent of cheir fins and turn to 


Ni te Lord ? That you'may be awakened both by your 


vn mercies,and others fufferings,to fet upon the fe- 


"apemous Performance of «this duty of repentance, 
)S CN. 
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(304. Confiderations to move usto Repentance. 


Jet me propofe to you three or four Confideras 94!” 
tions. a i a | 
1. Itangereth the Lord. exceedingly when we. gougii) © 
on in an impenitent condition,after he hath beftowed | fon, (0 


cea a ee 


Joo 97,44 
| hy riches 


thou. haft co 
wor efcaping § 
where they had. been 
feryed from the. hagds of Pharaoh , ic did ‘mightt) in ; 
ly provoke God to difpleafure, Pfal: 106. 7. They Thoieh 
provoked him at the Sea, even at the red Seas Bequal ot 
2. Such as are not led:to repentance by Godg)jtniovner 
soodnels, are defpifers.of the riches.of Gods graces )jbe¢00n1 
and do wreafure up wrath againft the day of wratlty ith 
Rom.2.4,5. De(pife/t thon the riches of his goodnef s,m |hen: int 
forbearance , and long-(uffering ; not knowing that ERE 0, 
oodnefs of God leadeth to.repentance? But after thy) 
har@ne/s and impenitent heart, treafureft up antothy felp) 4. Do 
wrath againft the day of wrath and revelatirn of the righs|\nho ays} 
teous judgnzent of God. Hfinw 
3. Though God may fpare you 
not {pare youalwayes ; but,wichont repentance, ne 
vine vengeance will perfue after you, and over-taken)(./ ; 
you, and fall unponyou, to your utter and eternal d= Wire> 
fruction, Link...13-3. Except ye repent, ye {hall all likgeine'i,, 
wife peril. P (al..68. 21..God {ball wound the head of OEMs, 
Enemies; and the hairy {calp of {uch an, one as goeth. ot Pisa 
frill in his tre{paffess, Prov. 29.1. He that being often, |... 
reprovedyharaneth his neck, 5 fall {uddenly be | in 
Ana | 
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"NED Q.3. We ranf not judge the greateft fufferers,8cc. 305 
CNH nd. thas without remedy. It is neither wifdom, nor 
jtiches, nor honour, nor power, nor any other excel- 
lency that fhall or can exempt that man from de(tru- 
ction, that doth not repent of his fins. Not Wife- 
dom: for, Herefpetteth wot any that are wife of heart, 
Job 37.24. Nor Riches, Job 36. 19. Will he efteem 
thy riches ? no, not gold, mor all the forces of ftrength. 

rOV.11.4. Riches profit not inthe day of wrath. Nor 
Honour, Ifa. 23. 9, The Lord of Hofts hath purpofed 
SG INETE, to tain the wish of a glory, and to bring into con- 
Wiis; Meters all the howourable of the Earth. Neither thali 
‘mmimpower, or ftrength avail to keep of Gods wrath-from 
it ti Simpenitenc perfons, 1 Sam.2.9. By Strength {hall no 
Maint piivean prevail. Nah. t. 6. Who can frand before his indig- 
did Migiitexation 2 and who can abide the fiercenefs of his anger 2 
jl hough a man were for giftsand other excellencies, 
@ © Bequalrothe Angels; yet none of his excellencies or 
ce by Cogfendowments will keep of Gods wrath fromhim, if 
Golspaihe go onin hisfins, 2 Pet. 2.4. God (pared not the An- 
womimgels that finned, but caft them downto Hell, and delivered 
gileiimelrere into chains of darkne(s, tobe referued unto judg- 
jot that HPO 72 » ! 
gt after i 
antoth) i ‘ 


not the i 
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SB CTeude 
4. Donot judge thofe to be the greateft finners, 
who have been the greateft fufferers by this fire. It is 
a fin which ealily befers thofe that are in profperity, 


eyethelmeo» defpife and cenfure thofe. that are in adverfity, 
ntenchiamg ob 12.5.He that is ready to flip with his feet,is as a lamp 
jorilmte/(pifed in the thought of him that is at eafe.  Fob’s 


een Dre e friends cenfured himfor a hypocrite, and an 
ildmmrreligious perfon, becaufe God Jaid fuch great af- 
i, ddameictions uponhim. When the Barbarians faw the 
iper upon Paxls hand, they faid among themfelves, 
slitimmee doubt this wan isa murderer, whom though he bath 
iimmlcaped the Sea, yet Vi erg anes fuffereth not to live, 
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fon, fome that told him of the Galileans , whofe blood Pi=\ 


306 We mult not judge the greateft [afferers,&c. Q.3e 
Aas 28. 4. To prevent this Errour. Confider, — his’ 
1, Icisexprefly againft the mind of Chrift, to judg I) 
chofe to be the greateft finners that are the greateft fo! 


fafferers, He cautioneth us twice again{t this fin, | 
Luk, 13+ 1) 2539 45° There were prefent at that fea- | 


lat had mingled with their facrifices ; and Jelus anfwers | 
ing, [aid wnto them , Suppofe ye that thefe Galileang: 
were finners above all the Galileans, becanfe they. [uffer= «, Pit 
ed fuch things? I tell you, Nay; butexcept ye repenty) ave heen 
ye fball alt likewife perifh : Or thofe eighteen pom hers that’ 
whom the Toner of Siloam fell, and flew them ; Think be ready 
ye that they were finners above all that dwelt in Ferufalem Mw any 0} 
I tell you, Nay ; bat except ye repent, ye {hall all likewife Me helofu 
Pp eri ( Ne is ofl 
2; It is the property of humble perfons to chink Morn or: 
hetter of others thanthemfelves ; Phil. 2. 3. Inlowe hon 
linefs of mind, let each eftecm other better than them=) 
felves. They are wont to account themfelves the 
lea{t of Saints, andthe chiefeft of finners , Ephe/. 34 
8; Unto me who am tefs than the leaft; of all Saintss}, 
i Tim.1. 15. —— Chrift Fem came into the world tom, 
fave finmers, of whom I am chief. 
3. Ic hath been the for of righteous men in alll} 
ages of the world, to meet with many troubles and) 
afflictions, P/al. 34.19. Many are the affliétions of they 
rightecws ; — Yea y their afflictions and troubles are¥ 
more than what other men meet withal. Davidiy, 
fpeaking of wicked men, faith, Pfal.73.5. They arew 
not in troubles as other mens neither are they plagued like q 
ether men. i 
4. We wrong God , and provoke him to anger,} 
when we misjudge his Providences and dealings with : :: 
his fervants, fob 42.7. (Ay wrath iskindled againfe My. 
thee, and againft thy two friends; for ye have nel 


Spoken 19H) 


” Q { Q. 3. We muft put on Bowels of C ompaffion, &C. 307 
ts f Mipoken of me the thing that is right, as my fervant Fob 
| coe 

i) 


fteatel 
h 


t tha b 
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Gail Sig @ F405. th a 
"5, Puton bowels.of compaffion towards fuch as 
J 1ave been fufferers by this fre , and towards all o- - | 
o” Wi@hers that are in an affli€ted,diftrefled condition; and 1 th 


tm’ T hin 


Ms ‘tiie ready upon all occafions to do all offices of love’ 
uib@or any of them, as far as itlyethin your power to i) 
"me helpfultothem. Pity them, Fob 6. 14, To hind be 
| hat is afflicted, pity (hold be fhewed from his friend. bie 
mwouli Mourn over their afflicted condition, Fob 30.25.Did Oh 
: Slt I weep for ine that was in tremble? Was not way | 
tha ial grieved for the poor? Rom. 12, 15. Weep with ; 
els Ober that weep. There is a wo pronounced againtt | 
Hu Mofe that are not affeéted with their brethrens mife- a 
él Séilies, Arsos 6.1,6. Wo to them that are ateafe%in Zion— | 
h wiih hat drink Wine in Bowls , and anoint themfelves with 
We chief Ointments, bat they are not grieved for the af- 

nen in MGFion of Jofeph. Pray for them, thac God would 
uibls imfort and fupport them under, and bring them 
isin ae of cheir diftreffes ; Pfal. 25,22. Redeems Ifrael, THE 
rou it God, ont of all his troubles. Pfal. 132.1. Lord, re- ceed 
il. Diiemeber David ; and all his afflittions. Counfel and ur i 
s, I@isip themin the management of their affairs, and ran 
suuiiamrry your felves like a father tothem , Fob 29. 15, . ie 
«BS. I was eyes to the blinds and feet was I to the lame: ys 
n {0 cia 4 father to the poor. Vifit them, and comfort fi 
alingtiggem in their afflicted condition , Fam. 1.27. Pare 
ilanimrligion, and sndefiled before God, end the Father, is 
ie ht a to. wift the Fathorlefs.and the widows in pheir af- 
1 ie ce 
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308 we muft doall Officefof Love Q. 39 Qi. 
fliftiony and to keep himfelf unfj potted from the world. Wail ait 


j 
A I 
yh 


Relieve them that are in want, Ecclef/. 11.1, 2. Cafh phinits ? 
thy bread upon the waters, for thou {halt find it after maj uit 


ny dayes: Give a portion to feven, and alfoto eights for) ie an 
thon knoweft not what evil (hall be upon the Earth, Job fi 6« ! 


31. 16,17, 18, 19, 2©,21, 22, 23- If IL have with= iis jut 
eld the poor from their defire, or have. caufed the eyes \ipesy0! 
of the widow to fail ; oor have eaten my morfel aloney 37,16. 
and the fatherle(s hath not eaten thereof: ( for froma nis bel. 
omy youth he was brought up with me as. with a father sWrhole tid 
and I have guided her from my mothers womb: ) Tf 
I have. [een any peril for want of clothing , or any poor: 
without covering ; if his loins have not bleffed me, andlind bee 
if be were not warmed with: the fleece of my {heeps Tf By which | 
have lift up mine hand againft the fatherlefs when IN Cwit, 
fave my. help in the gate ; then let mine arm fall from 

mine fhoulder-btlade, and mine arm be broken froma the hi: jsih: 


7 ¢ tg —~ } r , : 
bone ; for deftrustion from Goa was aterror to me, Ani’ in di(ire 


that men 


4 ge ? f Py J Fal f q ; 
by reafon of his highnefs, 1 could notendue. Lend tOithen: ( 
chem that would borrow any thing of you in theitithe ina 

ry” 4 oye ee a wes 
necellity 5 4 CMatth. 5. 4:2. Give to Him that mketh torta ie 


thee, and from him that would borrow of thee, turn noeyt fh 4; 
thou away. Lé@hding as.well as giving, isa duty ens ili 
joyned by God; but both the one as well as che Os wharher: 
ther, muft be managed with difcretion, Pfal. 112Sabtich ari 
eA good man fhemeth favour, and lendeth , he will guia Whe 
his affairs with difcretion. Andto make you. willing. , 
to lend upon all occalions unto thofethat come tO} yj 
borrow ought.of you, Cif they be fuch perfons asi, 
your Confcience tells you, 1¢ is. your-duty and yOUnH( »). 
difcretion, thatit is meet tolend tothem) confiderghyyny 9, 
chat for this very thing-God will greatly blefs you ilk: 


MALL 


qd 
OV i 
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in allthat you fet your hands unto, Dest, 15- 7934 hen» 
10. Thon {alt not harden thy heart, nor (hub thine han Ky 
from. thy poor brother ; Lut tho fhalt open thine bared rat. 
wid 


a Q.3. for fuch ws arein Affittion. 309 


wide untohim , and (hall [urely lend hint fufficient for 
i a his need, in that which he we inteth:: «Thou [halt furely 

1) Ml give bibs: and thine heart (ball not be grieved hah thive 
iveft uniohim : becanfe that for this thing the Lord 
by God fhall blefs thee in all thy works, andin all thet 
Mithow pucteft thine hand unto : yea, God will noc only 
he y ® blefs you,but your Bopetey alfo for this thing, P/al. 
"37,26. He is ever merciful and lendeth , sid us feed 
riMilis Weffed. In all refpects carry your felves cowards 
im chofe that are in a fuflering cordition, as you would 
mdefire they fhoate have carried themfelves towards 
you, if they*hadbeen*in your condition, and you 
m)i@ had been intheirs; for thisis according tothe rale 
Ti which’ is given us by our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
US; Wiha Ch ritk, Matt ho 7. 12. All things whatforver ) ye would 
ma a that men flould do to you, do-ye even fi to them; for 
Bithis is the Sanp and the Prophets. When you fee any 
a in diftrefs, and find your felves backward to relieve 
i@ehem ; fay to your own hearts as Afordecai-did to Efr- 
0 tie Der in anothers cafe, when fhe was unwilling to put 
vi forch her felf for the help of the dif ftreffed Jews, 
VEfth. 4.14. Who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
el Kingdom for {ach a time as this 2. Who ri oweth 
tim whether my Eitare was preferved from the fire for 
ie fuch atime asthis? 

®. When therefore you are confidering with you 
lig felves, what you fhall render unto the Lord for his 
bacon Sreat mercy towards you, in prefer ving your fub- 
, inl flance } from che fire ) dete =rmine with your oe yes tO 
watt ado what I have been exhorting you unto; namel; 

} col i to put on bowels of compalfion t cowards all thae 
Heiman diftrefs , and to do all the good you can for 
y | them, according as God fhall ! finifter” ab lie ey and 

Opportunity unco you; for me is akefufficients and 
/needeth not any ching that you can do for hi 
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‘310 We muff not adde affiittion tothe afflitted, Q.3 


17.25. Neither is worfhiped with mens hands, as though 
he necded.any thing, feeing he giveth to all life, and breath, 
aud all things. Your. goodnefs extendeth not unto 
him, P/al.16, 2. neither can you be profitable to 
God as you may be profitable to his people, 7ob 35.°7, 
8. If thou be righteous, what giveft thon him? or whas 
receiveth he of thine hand 2. Thy righteon[ne{s may pro- 
fit the Son of Adan. God expe&s this from us, that 
when he hathbeftowedany eminent mercy upon us, 
we fhould exprefs our gratitude by doing good ta 
others that are in diftrels, Luke 22.32. When thos 
art converted, ftrengthen thy lrethren, Asitis in refpett 
of comfort, when God gives us comfort it is not on= 
ly forour felves, but alfoto enable us to comfort 
others, 2 Cor. 1. 4,6... Who comforteth us in all ou 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort thems in any 
trouble, by the comfort wheremith we our felves are come 
forted of God—Whether we be comforted it os for your con- 
folation and falvation. So it is with riches, they are not 
siventous only for our ownufe, but alfo to enable 
us to relieve the wants and neceflities of others. We 
are not Lords, but Stewards of our Eftates, and muft 
one day give an.account of our ftewardthip : And 
it is requiredin fiewards, that amsan be found faithfaly 
1Cor. 4. 2. Stewards thult not difpofe of what 1s 
committed to their charge , according to their own, 
but according to their Lords will. 


Sz C.%./G, 


6. Seeing God hath fo mercifully fpared you, be- 
ware that you deal not rigoroufly , or cruelly with 


-any that have been fufferers by this Fire; do not 


{peak or do'any thing that may add ro the affliction of 
che afflicted, amd inftead of oy!, pour vinegar 1nto 
gheir wounds. God is forely difpleafed wich thofe 
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Q.3. We muft not adde affliction to the offlifted. 318 
) that add tothe affliGtion of the afflited, Zech.t.15. 2 


| am very fore difpleafed with the heathenthat are at cafe, 
| for I was but alittle difpleafed,and they helped forward.the 


affliction. Pfal. 69. 24,25, 266 Pour out thine indig- 


| nation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of 
| thems let their habitation be de(olate , and les none dwell 


in their tents; for they perfecute him whom thou haf 
| fmitten, and they talkto the grief of thofe whom thon 


haft wounded: Therefore do not ufe any infuling lan- 
suage, or fpeak any bitter words co fuch as are 
brought low, Rom. 11.19.18. If fome of the lran- 
ches be broken off —boaft not thy felf againft the lranches. 
Jer. 48.26, 27. ALoab {hall wallow in his vomit , he al- 
fo fhall be inderifiop ; for was not Ifrael a derifion unto 
thee ? washe found among thieves ? for fince thou [peakeft 
of him, thou skipped? for joy. Do not trample upon 
thofe that are under Gods feet; it is faid of God, 
Lam. 3.33534. He doth not affli& willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men, to crulh-under his feet all the pri- 
foners of the earth. Tf the great God donot wiilingly 
grieve the children of men, or crufh under his feet 
the meaneftfort of men, the prifoners of the earth : 


|. chen it doth not become ustogrieve , or trample up- 


on, or crufh under our feet any man, how mean fo- 
ever he be. Do not opprefs any one inhisright, 
that isbecome poor by this Fire; info doing you 
willbe guilty of reproaching God, Prov. 14.31. He 
that oppreffeth the poor , reproacheth his ~Makers it is 
the ready way to come to want your felves , Prov, 22. 
16. He that oppreffeth the poor to encreafe his riches,{ball 
yrely.cometowant. Itisfaidof Sodom, Exck, 16.495 
50. She did not frrengthen the hand of the poor and 
needy—therefore I took them away as I {aw good. 1 the 
men of Sedom were deftroyed with fire and brim- 


ftone for negleéting to ftrengthen che hand of the 
X 4 poor 
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212 We muft not deal cruelly Q.3. 


poor and needy what fhall be don¢untothem that 
weaken the hafds of the poor, and endeavour to 
make them more poor ? Do not exaé& upon thofethat 
are harbourlefs, when they come to hire houfes of 
you, by demanding an unreafonable price for your 
Houfes, Shops, or Ware-houfes. Nehemiah re- 
proves thofe Jewsvery fharply , that did exact upon 
their poor brethren after they had fuffered great af- 
fliGion by the Babylonifh captivity, Neb. 5.1. to 
che 14. verfe: By taking advantage of our neighbours 
neceflity to fec unreafonablé and exceflive rates upon 
our houfes, we may be guilty of extortion. Our Sa- 
viour joyns thefe two rogether , Extortion and Ex- 
cefs, CMatth. 23.25.—Within they are full of extor- 
tion and exce{s. Now Extortion is a great fin, as we 
may fee, 1 Cor-6.9,10, Ezek. 22.12,13. Have pa- 


« 


tience-towards {uch as are endebted to you, andare 


do not deal cruelly withthem, by cafting them into, 


‘f; +. 
rifon, or feizin 


AS) 
- “s 


* it with patience till God fhall en- 
ethem to pay what they owe: God hath dealt 
mercifully with you, and therefore you fhould not 
your brethren. Remember the 
at dealt cruelly with his fellow fer- 
mfelf had found great favour with his 
Lord, A4atth.18. 28,29, 30. The fame fervant went 
! forsnd one of his fellow fervants, which ought him 

an hundred pence; and he laid hands on him, and took, 
hina by the throat, [aying, Pay me that thou oweft : and 
| fell down at bis feet, and befought him, 
faying, Have patience with me, and Iwill pay thee alls 
andbe would not ; but went and caf him into prifon, till 
he foould pay the debt. And what was the iflue,of this 
cruel dealing ? His Lord was wroth, and rebukes 
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4.33 with [uch as are in affliction. 313 


APL 


A 


s, tillhe {hould pay all that 
as dae unto him. Do not exercife cthelry towards 
he afflicted any of thefe fore-mentioned wayes, or in 
hy other kinde ; but lee your hearts {tand inaweof 
uch precepts as thefe, Zech. 7.9, 10. Shew mercy 
ind compa ffions every man to his brother, and opprefs not the 
idéwsnor the fatherle{s;the ftranger, nor the poor ; and let 
lone of you imagine evil againft his brother in your heart. 
WeVit. 25.43,46. Thom (halt not rule over him with ri- 
tour, but {halt fear thy God—Over your brethren the 
hildren of Ifrael: ye (ball not rule one over another with 
igour. Rom. 12,10, Be kindly affectioned one to an~ 
ther with brotherly love. 1 Cor. 16.14, Let all your 
bings be done with charity. If youcaftof all pity to- 


wards fuch as are impoverifhed by this Fire, who 


inows but God may fend a fire to confume your 
joufes: This very fin of -cafting off pity towards the 


icted, is threatned with fire, dysos 1.11, 12. Thus 


ath the Lord, for three tran{greffions of Edom, and for 
our I will not tuxn away the punifbment thereof ; becaufe 


ie did purfie hts brother with the fword , and did caf? off 


nal pity ; and his anger did ffir continually, and kept his 


rath for ever : but Iwill fend a fire upon Tensan, which 
all devour the palaces of Boxra. 
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iy, td 7 Let Gods mercy in preferving your houfes from 


is Fire , caufe you to dedicate your houfes. unto 


fod. When God gave David a peaceable and fe 
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354 we mut dedicate our houfes to Gode Q.33 | 0 
fed habitation, he dedicated his houfe unto the Lord, | 


and compofed the thirtiechP/a/m: at the dedication of 
it, which beareth this title, 4 Pfalea , and Song at 
the dedication of the houfe of David. Some conceive 
this dedication to have been after God putan end to 
his wanderings , by reafon of Sasls perfecuting of 
him, and gavehima fetled habitation in ferufalem. 
Others think#ic refers to his returning to his houfeafe 
ter he hadbeendriven from it by Ab(alom. When 
foever the time was thathe made this dedication, if 
may teach us thusmuch , that when it pleafech God 
co give us quiet, and fetled, and comfortable habita- 
tions, we fhould by way of gratitude dedicate out 
honfes untoGod. Thofe mercies which we receive 
from the Lord, we fhoald return back again unto 
him: as Hannah when fhehad obtained a fon, giveth 
him unto God, 1 Sam. 1.28. He whom I have obtained 
by petition, (ball be returned (fo cis rendred in the Mars 
gin) unto the Lord as long as he liveth. If any ask, How 
Ayould we dedicate our Houfes to God? I an{wer, 


x, Reform and cleanfe your houfes , put away int- 
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quity far from your Tabernacles, if you be purpO=| cone rnd. 


fedto confecrate them unto God, Fob 22.23. WE 


muft not vow and facrifice to the Lord a corrupt. j, 1) 
thing,left we bring a curfe upon our felvesrather tham}},,) ,. 
he that 


ablelling, AZal. 1.14. Curfed be the deceiver which 


he whan +h 
ae ei 


hath in bis flock amale, and voweth and facrificeth Hita)linar 07 
the Lord a corrupt thing. If there were any ching Olaf vs, 
fraud and unrighteoufnefs in building or purchaling),/,,:,) 
your houfes, make fatisfaction to your neighbour be-)y4._ 


fore you sive your houfes to God, //. 61. 8, 8. I thé 
- a) 7 ? 


teinrall +} 


Lord lovejudgment,t hate robbery forburnt- offering Hum)». 


bie your felves for whatever fins either you or your 


‘) 
lO noe 


predeceflors have committed in your honfes, wherey),,. 


by they have been defiled ; fortin defileth notonly 4, 
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| 18, 27, 28, Jer. 2.7. 


2. If you would dedicate your houfes to God, let 
} holinefs tothe Lord be written upon your houfes, 
| and upon all perfons that dwell in them, and uponall 
} affairs that are tran{acted in your houfes: You know 
picisfaid, Pal. 93.5. Holine/s becometh thy houfe , O 
© § Lord , for ever. If therefore you would sive your 
| houfes to God, let thofe that are the mafters of the 
Phoufeinthe firft place look unto themfelves, that 
} they be holy in all manner of converfation , and fol- 
jlowthe example of David, Pfal. 101.2, 3,4. Iwill 
bwalk within my houfe with a perfett heart , Iwill fet 
§ 70 wicked thing before mine eyes ; I hate the work of them 
bthat turn afidey it {hall not cleave to me. 4 froward heart 
h (ball depart from me. Then endeavour to bring your 


{ 
5 Q.3.  Howwe muft dedicate onr Honfesto God. 21 5 
___ | § mans perfon, but the place where he dwelleth , Lev. 


Children, and your Servants, and all that live in your 


phoufes, to ferve God in holinefs and righteoufnefs, 


b Folh. 24,15. As for me and my houfe, we will ferve the 


}Lord. Endeavour to get godly fervants into your 


shoufes, or at leaft to make chem fuch after they are 
Bcome under your roof, Pfal. 101. 6,7. ALine eyes (hall 
ELe upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with 
B72; he that walketh in aperfett way, he hall ferve me 3 
Be that worketh deceit, (hall nut dwell within-my houfe ; 
pe that telleth lyes, (ball not tarryin my fight. Let ho- 
plinefs be written not only upon all perfons, but upon 


all your houfhold affairs, 


Be holy in your eating 


and drinking, govern your Children and Servants, 
Fand follow your Calling in an holy mafner; enter- 
Btainallthac come to your houfes ina godly fort: 
pioaword, be holy inall manner of converfation, and 
donot think this to be too great precifenefs, fortis 
Hino more than what is commanded, 1 Pet. 1. 15. 4s he 


Swhich bath called you is holy, fo be ye holy in all manner of 
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conver{ation. God would have us fo eminently holy in 
managing our civil employments , that all chat cons | 
verfe with us may fee holinefs fo evidently in what we 
do , as if it. were written 
ments, Zech. 14. 20, 21. 


spon the bells of the horfes 4 holinefs anto the Lord ; ana | 


q ’ 
316 How we muft dedicate our HoufestoGod. Q.32 gt . 


; 


rll upe | 1( 
Lord with 


upon our employ-) | 4... 


In that day {hall there be 


every wu 
wavint Wi 


the pots in the Lords houfe (hall be like the bouls before the pene 


Altar ; yea, every pot in Ferufalem and in Judah (hall be kh 


boline[{sto the Lord of Hofts. 
3, Suffer none that come to, or 
houfes, tofpeak, or do any thing 


dwell in your 4°)" Ag 
that may tend )’"~” 
to the difhonour of God; but endeavour as muchas} ,”) 


in you lieth, to slorifie God your felyes, and to bring . yee 


= 


all that live with you ; fo 
as that God irfall : 
In his Temple doth every one {peck of his glory. 


would have your houfes become as ic were Temples put 
irfing, no lying, no {cof 1 All g¢ 


of God, you muft fuffer no ct 

fing, no back-biting , 
t 

your houfes ; butevery one mult fpeak and w 

as God may be glorified. When 


‘to fpeak, and fo to walks pours 
things may be glorified, P/al. 29.9s) 10 WOd, 


pr 


If you)" 


no rotten communication i) } 
alk, Loy! ow 
David dedicated hig)!" 
houfe to the Lord, he begins the Pfalm that he com-} 


pofed at the dedication thereof, with a purpofeand}* ™” 


refolution to extol 


and glorifie God, Pfal. 30. 1. Fie" 


¥ 


will extol thee, O Lord. Extol God in your hearts, extol 4g 


aa &4 


7 at? ~ aves, ¢& Ps ~all«g - 1m 2 
verfations, extol God in all y our W aves. 


vid had been delivered from the hands of ‘Mis, 
enemies, he thonght ic not enough to give glory ton 


God himfelf; but calleth upon others alfo’ to 
; 
SOT Mee en Te 
magni 1@ \WOd WIth thlill J 
rf 


fie the Lord with mse, and let usexalt bis name together. 
Do you follow his example feeino God hathfogra-| 
P i ? Db S 


( 
cioufly preferved your houfes , and fubftance from) age ; 
this fire, do not only glorifie God your felves , buepiiiire 


call 


: 


God in all your difcourfes, extol God in your com=} 
After Da-ictivts 


Yor 


| 
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1 Wi Q.3. How to dedicate our Houfes to God. 317 


tl lohmeall upon your Wives, and Children, and Servants, 
Nwcqfimand all that are in your Families: O magnifie the 
hte ord with me, and let us exale his Name togecher. 
t ey 4 If you would dedicate your houfes to God, 
i) ty an Make chem houfes of prayer ; pray with your Family 
ll. qimevery morning, and every evening: and befides 
|: in Praying with your Family, go into your Clofet, and 
wd iii POUL Out your fouls to God in fecret, and call to your 
® Servants and Children to pray in fecret, as well asto 
ff in nig Joya in family prayer, AZatth. 21. 130. My houfe 
auy tale {24/2 be called the houfe of prayer. 
ranuha - 5 Encertain witha willing and chearful minde all 
atte Gods friends and ghefts, that heat any time fendsto 
‘rome your houfes ; After you have dedicated your houfes 
Pilg tO God, you fhould be as willing fo entertain Gods 
, Ii friends and Gods ghefts as yourown. If you ask who 
Tenge ace Gods friends, and whoare his ghefts? I anfwer, 
ins. 0 2 »All godly men, John 15.14. Ye are my friends, 
nicnottin af y¢ 40 whatfoever I command you. WhenGod puts 
nly 1¢ into the hearts of,any of his fervants to come to 
viel Your houfes, you fhould moft gladly receivethem ; 
tte nate tor they Jeavea bleffing behinde them, --Watth. 10. 
ccaeanit 41. He that receiveth a righteous man, inthe name of a 
; | righteows man, {hall receive a righteous mans rewards 
cof 2- All godly Minifters ; when you receive them into 
~ wal your houfes,the Lord Jefus taketh ic as kindly as if you 


yUMLY 


iter xeceived himfelf, or his Father, Fohs 13.20, Verily, 


| ti verily, I fay anto you, he that received whousfoever I fend, 
oe | receiveth me; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him 
Pull that fent me. 3. Suchasare itrangers, cAatth. 25. 
re) 135. Lwas a ftranger , and ye took, me in. Heb. 13. 3- 
pin Be not forgetful to entertain ftrangers ; for thereby forse 
"ie ain Pave entertained Angels snawares. Job 31.32. T: he 
itl B ffranger did not lodgein the fireets , but I opened my doors 
yi to the traveller. 4. Such asare driven from their own 

- Houfes, 
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318 How to Honoar God with our Sabfeances Q.3 . Qs 


Houfes, or their own Countrey for Confcience fake, 
Ifa. 16.33 4.—Hide the out-cafts, bewray not him that 
wandereth ; let mine out-caftsdwell withthee, Moab , be 
thos a covert to them from theface of the fpotler. When 
we fee any perforis harbourlefs that are honeft, and 


well difpofed,: we fhould take pity on them, and re- | 
ceivethem into our houfes, J/2. 58. 6,7. Is mot this 


the faft that 1 have chofen?—Is it mot to deal thy bread 
tothe hungry? and that thon bring the poor that' are cafe 
out tothy howfe; when thou feeft the naked, that thow 
cover him, and that thowhide nok thyfelf from, thine owes 


Sect. 8. 
8. Seeing God hath fpared and preferved yout 
Eftates from this Fite; by way of gratitude, devote 
and dedicate your Eftates to God, and refolve to 


fpendthem according to his will, and employ them 


for his glory. We are commanded to honour God 
with our fubftance, and we fhall be no lofers by 
{pending any pare thereof for the advancing of his 
slory; Prov. 3-9, 10. Honour the Lord with thy [ab- 
france, and with the frft fraits of all thine increafe, fo 


(hall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy preffes (hall 


burft out with new wine. If you ask how you fhould 
honour God with your Eftates ? I anfwer, 

t. Donotfpend them upon your Iufts; what is 
{pent for the fatisfying of pride, fenfualitys curiofity, 
vain-glory, or the like, that is fpent upon your lutts ¢ 
and you may be fire, that what is {pent upon your 

ufts, that is not fpent to Gods glory ; for it is men- 
tioned'by the Apoitle as a vice, to fpend thofe things 
which God gives us upon our Infts, Fames 4, 3. Te 


ask and receive not, becaufe ye ask, amis y that ye may 


confine it #pon your lufis. Now no vice glorifieth God. 


a, Let 


\ 0.3. How to Honour God with our Subfeance’ 319 


‘lin, 2, Let che abundance wherewith Ged hath blefled 
wihi@ayou, raife up your hearts to ferve’ God more chear- 
#, hpetully than other men who want what you enjoy. Icis 
Meailaid of Fehofhaphat, 2 Chron. 17. §,6. The Lord ftab- 
sh alili(Led the kingdons in his hand , and all Fudah broaght Fe- 
itinpmbofbaphat prefents, and hé had riches, and honour in abun- 
wilitmdance ; and his heart was lift up (or, as *tisin the Mar- 
Ny niipin) was encouraged in the wages of the Lords God is 
‘md@difpleafed when our riches produce not this effea, to 
@ tagnake us ferve the Lord with chearfulnefs, Dent. 28, 
Nneiiant 749. Becaule thon ferved/t not the Lord thy God with 
eee and with gladnefs of heart, for the abundanse 
yf 22 things ; therefore (halt thon ferve thine enemies 
Bvhich the Lord [hall fend againft thee, in hxnger, and 

Un thir ft, and in nakednefs, and in want of all things. 
den 3+ Do good according to your ability wich whae¢ 
ie mczod hath given you, feed thehungry , cloath the 
wthamnaked, relieve che Facherlefs and the Widows » then 
we Guyou slorifie God with your Eftates when you do 
Jos good withthem, and relieve the poor and the needy, 
sot hs pProv. 14.31. Hethat oppreffeth the poor, reproacheth 
y [i bist Makers but he that honoureth him, hath mercy on 
(i, NP? poor. He thar miniftreth to others neceffities, be ie 
: hgmore or lefs, if ic be according tothe ability that 
hoil@eod hath given him, glorifiech God, 1 Pet. 4. 10,11, 
IAs every man hath received the gift , even fo minifter the 
ame one to another, as good ftewards of the manifold grace 
iif God——If any man minifter , let him do it as of the 
“Inf peility that God giveth, that God in all things msay be glo- 
unified through Jefus Chriff. Wherefore give freely 
and liberally upon all occafions to. fuch as are in ne- 
Bceflity, remembring how the Scriptures charge and 
, jeencourage you to give bountifully to che poor: let 
meme minde you of a few placesto this purpofe, 1 77m 
6017,18. Charge them that are rich in thw sidiaintor's 
gney 
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‘320 What perfons are to be relieved when we have Q.Fy 4 Qs 
they dogood, that they be rich in good works, ready to die ey 
frribute, willing to communicate ; laying up in flore for frould | 
themfelves agood foundation againft the time to consethab |e Wa 
they may lay hold on eternal life. 2 Cor. 9-6. Thu £ pec) 
fay, He which foweth {paringly, (hall reap [paringly ; amd yas)! 
he which foweth bountifully, (hall reap beuntifully. Prove mets | 
11.25, The liberal foul hall be made fat; and he that ites. \ 
watereth \hall be watered alfo himfelf. Luke €. 38. Gives Hof Chri 
and it fball be given unto you, good meafure, prefjed downy Wppians, 
and (haken together, and ranning ever, fall men give into HDMi) 41 
your bofons; for with the [ame meafure that ye meet withe mente 
al, it {hall be meafured to you again. Prov. 22.9. Hain, mu 
that hath a bountiful eye [ball be bleffed , for he giveth opi iphaing 
bis bread tothe poor. Ecclef. 11.1, 2. Caft thy bread mpaiimpine 
on the waters , fi or thon {bali finde tt after many dayess Minither 
Give a portionto feven, and alfo to eight, for thor knowe fF ahey bel 
Mr 9. 


not what evil {hall be upon the earth ? 

If any fay, There are fo many fufferers by chisthihins 
Fire, and fo many objects of Chariry, that-we know mir) 
not-where to beftow our Charity, feeing we are nogy; 
able te relieve all ; who are they whom we are oblie® 
ged inan efpecial manner to relieve with our Charis 
ty 2 Lanfwer, i 

1. If you have any,near Relations that are in wants Me bron: 
yowoughtin san efpecial manner to take care to res mperifh 
lieve them, % Tia. 5.4. If any Widows have Childrensitci 
or Nephews, let them learn firft. to thew piety at home, aMiam. 13, 
toreguite their, Parents ; for that is good and acceptableiin ny 
beforeGod': andver..8. Jf any provide not for bis opm file 
and efpecially for thofe’ of b% own houfe » he hath denleem@ thy 
the faith, andis worfe than an Infidel. When job had ty; 
loft his Eftace, all his brethren, and all his fifters, And 
all they that had been of bis acquaintance before 5 gave 


him every one a piece of money and anear-ring of golds iaity 


Job 42, TI. i. | 
2, ¥ 


ee 


WH Q.3: many Objetis of Charity beforews. 32 
| 2, If you know any godly mento be in want , ‘You 


"i fhould ‘in an efpecial manner be careful to relieve 


their wants , Gal. 6.10. Let ‘us do LZo0d unto all men; 
efpecially unto them who are of the-hon{old of faiths 
and as you fhould have refpeé unto godly men above 
;tiothers, fo in amore peculiar manner to godly Mini- 
‘wit@ifters. Whenthe Apottle Pas], who was a Minifter 


lof Chrift, was relieved in his neceffities by the Phi- 
‘iniilippians , fee how acceptable this was unto the Lord, 


Phil. 4.18, Ihaveall, and abound, I ans full , having 


ni@received of Epapbroditus the things which were fent froms 


yon, an odour of a fweet (mell, a facrifice acceptable, well 
pleafing to God. The fmallett kindnefs that we can 


wimittagine done to any of Chrifts fervants, whether 
gi Minitters, or others, upon this account, becaufe 
vinthey belong to Chrift, thall not go without a reward, 


Adark 9.41. Whofvever fhall give you a cup of water to 


y Uerink in my Name, becau(e ye belong to Chrift ; verily £ 


iehuay nto your, He fhall not lofe his reward. 

ati «633 Such as are in greateft want and neceffity, ei 
edl@her becanfe they are burdened with Children; or 
imiave*tormerly lived plentifully , and fo know not 
How to bear a low condition ; {uch as on any account 
ire brought into a neceffitous condition, and are like 
mo perith for wancof relief: thefe ought in an ef- 


higmecial manner tobe looked after, and relieved , Fob 


19. 13. The bleffing of hins that was ready to peri(fh came 
pon me. Lev. 25.35. If thy brother be waxen poor, 
hsimad fallen in decay.with thee, then thou halt relieve. him : 
huimmea, though he be a ftranger; or a fojourner, that he may 

Welve with thee. Were we are direéted what fortof 
in, @lerfons we fhould relieve: 1. We are to relieve 
,jmach as have lived well formerly, and are waxen poor, 
fd fallenin decay ; whether he be. a brorher or'a 
tanger. 2. We are to relieve thofe that live inthe 
| Y places 
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3 What perfons are to be relieved, &c. Qu 
alaces where we'live , before others at a farther di- 


fance.-1f a-brother be fallen in decay with thee}, ;. 
thou fhalt teliévehim. 3. Such, as know not how to))} ’ te 
Our YY} 


live without fome relief, that he may live. Batas was) , 
{aid before, if the necefhiry of perfons fearing God, t 
be as great as Other mens, their neceflities are to bé 
confidered before others, Aom. 12.13. Diftributing a 
tothe nece ity of Saints and if we know-or hear of ana 
ay of Gods fervants that are in want, we fhould jeipece 
fendrelief tothem, though they live in places thagy |" 
Are at sreat diftance from tsi. The  Difciples ‘om ‘wh 
sAntioch fentrelief as far as Fudea to the diftrefleds hyp 

Ats 31.29. Then the Difciplege 


Servants of Chrift, " 
every man according to his ability 5 determined to fend rem 4 Je 
Wan 


lief to the brethren which dwelt in Faded. 
4. Such perfons as are mot fhiftlefs and friendlefss))"" 
as Widows’, Fatherlefs Children, Orphans 5 and |’ 
Strangers, thefe alfo ought to be confidered ina 
more efpecial manner , 4s being great Objects of 
‘Charity, Fob 29. 12, 13. I delivered the poor that cried 
and-the fatherlefs, ana him that had none to help hint 
canfed the widows heart to fing for joy. God cakech ay, 
fpecial care of the Widows, and Fatherlefs, andy 
Strangers, Pfal. 146. 9- The Lord preferveth the |" 
ftrangers, he relicveth the fatherlefs and widow—And} 
we {hould labour torefemble God « fee allo Fob 38s) 
16,17, 18,19, 20. , 
5. We fhould minde what opportunities God putsy 
ihto our hands, and embrace our prefent opporcumiay 
ties; and we fhould be doing sood to-thofe , unite pea ci 
whom our opportunity leadeth us to do good , Gal") 
6.10..As we have thorefore epportuntty , let ws do goory® 
unto all men—Ecclef. 9. 10. Whatfoever thy hand finderly? 
to do, do it with thy might. Prov. 3-275 28. With it | 
hold nota od frome (hem to hous it is de , when ist pr 


v 
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Q:35 We lhould give our felves untoGod, 3232 


the power of thine hand to dodt 3 [ay not to thy neighbour, 
'Goand come again,. and to mirrow I will give, when thox 
haft it bythee. You fee here, we, fhould not-defer 
Mour. opportunities. of doing good fo muchas for one 
meday.. : 

I fhalladd no moré upon this. head, but only pu 
you in mind of the curteous catriage of the barba- 
lrous people of Aelita, towards fuch as had fuffered 
Shipwrack; and were caft upon their coafts ; they re- 
iceived every one of the fhipwracked perfons ina cur- 
teous manner, and at their departure did abundantly 
fupply all their neceffities, Act. 28, 1, 2,10. When 
they were efcaped, then they knew that the Ifland was cal~ 
led Melita: and the barbarous people fhewed us no little 
kinane[s;, for they kindled a fire, and received us every 

one, becaufe of the prefentrain, and becaufe of the cold— 
ne Mvho alfo honoured us with many honours, and when we 
Madeparted, theyladed us with [uch things as were neceffa- 
imzy. Willicnot be a fhame for Chriftians to be want- 
wing in relieving their brethren, that have fuftered 
Miéhe lofs of their Eftates by fire; when as thefe Bar- 
barians fhewed great kindnefs to men that they never 
Biaw before ; when they fuffered fhipwrack and lott 
 fecheir fhip, and all their goods inthe Sea. 


_ | SECT. 9- 
6. Render your felves to God by way of gratitude 
For his {paring of you from this fore judgment whiclt 
hath fallén fo heavily.upon others. Your Houfes 
and Eftates are too little co give unto God for this 
Bmercy. ;-and therefore you fhall dowellto give your 
Meielves, both body and foul, all that you have andarey 
) munto che Lord; When David was debating che cafe 
#/ Miwith himfelf, what he fhould render to the Lord for 


MWBhis benefits; he refolves co .give himlelf cg God, he 
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Sai We frowld give or [elves Q.3: la 
be hisfervant, and thae not only in profeffion, but eer 
indeed andin truth, Pfal.116.12,16, What fhall I boi f 
vender unto the Lord for all bis benefits towards me? Oh bh mast 
Lord, truly I am thy fervant, I am thy fervant,— uf 
2 Chron. 30. 8. Be ye not friff-necked, — but yield your I, a 
felves unto the Lord, — 2 Cor. 8. §. But fir. gave their \\i bey 
own [elves to the Lord. What the Apoftle faid to the fornher 
Corinthians, 2Cor.12.14. I feck not yours, but you 2 her. 4 
The like may be faid of God, He doth not feek oursy)}.,,. 
butus; he is more pleafed when we give -him_our ‘Dey 6 
felves, than with any other gift thatwe have to give Ty hoi 
him. As aChriftian lookerh upon it as the greateft ig 
favour that God can beftow upon him, for God tof, ,,, 
give himfelf to him she prizeth none of Gods gifts yy: 
fo much asthe gift of himfelf: fo itis with God, he} ; 
efteemeth a mans giving up himfelf to God, above}. *, 
all the gifts that he can give to God. Let there= i 
fore the mercies which God hath given you, prevaik i, rh 
with you to giveyour felves, your whole felves,both J), 
body and foulunto God. 1. Let Gods mercies pre= he 
vail with you to give God your bodies, Kom.12, 1. ‘| Wem 
befeech you therefore, Brethren, by the mercies of Gods}, ih 
tPat ye prefent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, ac- a, 
ceptable unto God, which iz your reafonable fervice. Fey... ns 
may be fome willfay, What? Doth God care for}, 
our bodies >? Will that be an acceptable siftto God? a, 
The Apoftle affureth us itwill be an acceptable pré=§ ) - 
fent, when they are preferved holy , prefent your bo- 
dies , holy, acceptable unto God. And he cellech us.’ 
elfewhere, that the Lord is defirous of our bodies as Pe 
well asof our fouls, tCor. 6.12. The body ts — fe ! ay 
the Lord, and the Lord, for the body. Now thenwe give n 
God our bodies, when we keep our bodies in fubje-)§ 
@ionto the will of God,when werule and governalll™ * 
the members of our bodies by the Word of Oe 
whea 
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both body and foul unto God. 325 


WM when we are content to do or faffer any thing in our 
Mbodies for the fake of God, that God and Chritt may 
Mbe magnified in our bodies, Phil. 1. 20. whenwe do 
not fuffer fin to reign in our bodies, neither do yield 
ymecne members of our bodies as inftruments of iin- 
Mrighteoufaels to fin, bue do readily yield up all the 
mmembers of our bodies as inftruments of righteouf- 
_amnefs to dothe will of God ; this is to give God our 
,mpodies. And thisis chat which the Apoitle calls for, 
eho, 6.12,13. Let not finreign in your mortal body, that. 
de) ite hould obey it in the lefts thereof; neither yield ye 
loner menmsbers as inflruments of unrighteon{ne[s unto 
di; but yield your [elves untoGod , as thofe that are 
Meee from the dead, znd your members as inftrumsents 
| iat righteou{nefs unto God. 2. Give God your foiils 
«fis well as your bodies, otherwife you do not prefent 

qour bodies to God a living [acrifice, according to 
‘moe forementioned exhortation, Rom, 12.1. for, The 
YGuody without the fpirit dead, Fam.2. 26. And if 
“lhe body be a dead carcafe without che fpiric ; then 
vive cannot prefent our bodies a living facrifice unto 

“aod, unlefs we give him our fouls together with 
Mur bodies. The foulis that which God defires a- 
move all things, Prov. 23.26. ALy fon, give me thine 
Y meart.— Match. 22.37,38, Thou (halt love the Lord thy 
Wied with all thine heart, and with al thy foxl, and with 
BY thy mind; thirds the firft and great Commandement. 
ind why fhould any of us fick at this , the giving 
. phe felves both body and foul unto God, feeing it is 
Mur reafonable fervice? Let me fhew you the equi- 
My of what I am exhorting you unto, chat fo fuch 
SME you as have received great mercies from God, 
Mpnay be perfwaded by way of gratitude, to give 
ovr felvesche morecheerfully both body and foul 
lato che Lord. 
le 2 . wOur 
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eaaat : 
Reafons why we (rould give dur 
Our bodies and fouls are not our own, but the 


e@ 


Q.33 


Lordse and fhall we refufe to give God his own? 
Shall we be backward to glorifie God with chat 


which ishis own? ft Cor. 6. 19,29. i 
your own, for ye are bought. with a price ; therefore glo 


Ye are nok 


tifie God in your body and in your [pirit, which are Godse 
God did not make either our bodies or our fouls for 
che fervice of finor Satan, bute for himfelf, 1 Cor. 6: 
13,— Now the body 1 not far fornication, bat. for the 
Lord,-— Prov..16..4. The Lord. hath made all. things 
for himfelf. Rev. 4.101. Thon art worthy, O Lord, $0 
receive glory and honour, and power ; for thou haft cres 
ated..all things, and for thy pleafure they are and wete 
created, Now.feeing our bodies and: fouls wer 
created for Gods pleafure; Is it normeet they fhanid 
be yielded.up unto God ? 


foil for us. He 


f 
4 


0. 
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The Lord Jefus gave himfelf both body and 
rielded, his body, to be crucified 


“115, hich was both a shameful anda painful death; 
LCor. 11.24. This my body, which was broken far 
ho bis own felf bare our fims 


T x 
Oy I Pét. 2. 24. VY} 


in his. own body on the Tree that. we-being dead une 
fin, {could live unto righteoufnefss by whofe ftripesie 


} 
Were ACALCA. 


} 


Lfa, $0. 6. E gave, my back, to the Mag 


and my checks tothem that plucked of the hair; £ tt 
not. my. face from {hame snd fpisting, Why fhould 


the fake of Chrift, 


~ 


fer fuch a fhameful and 
Lord Jefus did not only give his body , but his fom 
alfo, an offering for our fins, Ifa. 53.10. J pleafed 
the, Lord to bruife bine, he hath put hiva to grief, when 


thou (halt make his foul an offering for fin, he hall fee 
t giving our fouls to 
Chrilty 


L 
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werefufeto sive our bodies tat 
ed, banifhed, tortured, or to fuffer any affliction for 
he gave his body: to fut 
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ainful-death: for us ? 
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Q.3: bodies and forls unto Gods ° - 327 
Chrift,when he did not ftick at making his fonl an of- 


«) @ fering for our fins? 


3, Ic will be much for the advantage both of our 
B bodies and foulsto give them unto God ; for he will 
B fancifie them, and makethem his Temple, and come 
fand dwellin them, t:Cor..3616.° Know ye not that ye 
B are the Temple of God, and that the {pirit of God due 
Leth in you 2 2 Cor. 6.16. Ye are the Temple of the li- 


"9 
i= 


B ving God, 2 God hath {aid, Iwill dwell in them, and walk, 


in. them.— Now, who are they to whom the Apo- 
| ftle fpeaks, when he faith, Ye are the Temple of the li- 
ving God,’ &c. They were fuch as had given them- 
felvesto God, asyou may fee, Chap. 8.5. Bat firft 
| gave their oun felves tothe Lord, _— What greater 
honour or happinefs are our fouls and bodies capa- 
| ble of, whilft they..are inthis world, than to _be- 
| come Temples of the living God? But belides this, 
| if we give our bodies and fouls unto God, he will 


Yt glorifie both our bodies and fouls ig anunexprefii- 


ble manner in the Kingdom of Heavento all eter- 
| nity. “The Sun is a glorious creature, it dazleth 
our eyesto beholdic; God will give his Satnts tn 
Heaven. a glory equal tothe brightnefs of the Sun, 
Matth. 13. 43. Then fhall the righteous fhine forth 
asthe Sun, inthe Kingdone of their Father : yea, they 
fhall excel the Sun in glory, for they fhail be, equal 
to the Angels, and the Angelsare far more glorious 
ceatures than. the .Sun,, Lak. 20. 36. Neither can 
they dye any more ;. for they are equal untothe Angels, 
and are the Childrenof God, being the Children. of the 
Refurrettion : yea, they fhall bemade like to.Chritt, 
their bodies fhall be made like to his glorious body, 
Phil. 3.21.Who {hall change our vile body, that tt may be 
fftioned like untohis glorious bedy,— and their fouls 
fhall bemade like to his glorious foul, 1 Fob. 3. 2. 

Y 4  — We 
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328 The Sacrifices of Righteow{nefs 


We fall be like bins, for we (hall [ee hiws ashe is. Wes 
_——that is, not our bodies only, or our fouls only ; 
but our perfons, both body and foul fhall be like 
him. 
Sect. 10. Bune 

ro; Render to God the Sacrifices of righteouf= Bien, ' 
nefs. Whenwe have received any eminent mercy |j 
from God , he expeéts that we. fhould offer up unto front 
him the facrifice of a righteous and godly life, which 
will pleafe him better than all the Sacrifices cha) fie 
were offered up pnder the Law, Pfal. 4. 5. Offers miei 
the Sacrifices of Righteonfne[s. Pfal. 51.17, 19. The Beh 
Sacrifices of God are a broken (pirit, a broken and a con~ 
irite heart , O God, thou wilt not defpife, Thea ¥ 
halt thon be pleafed with the Sacrifices of righteou{= 
nefs.— When David was wonderfully delivered from 
the fhares of death, he determines to offer this Sa- 
crifice to God, namely, towalk humbly and holily 
before God all the dayes of his life, P/al. 116.6,75 
8. Fwas brought low, and he helped me: Thou haft de- 
livered my foul from death, mine eyes froma tears y and 
my feet from falling. Thenfee what he renders to 
God for this mercy; I will walk before the Lord ia 
the Land of the’ living. . 1 have touched upon this hth, 
head before, and therefore I fhall not enlarge far- pf, 
ther uponit; only I fhall add.two Scriptures, which 
doimply, that itis our duty after we have received 
any eminent deliverances, tolabour after a more. € 
minent degree of holinefs than we had before; and 
are alfo promifes, thar God will fanétifie our deli- 
verances, for the making of usmore holy, Obad. 17. 
Hsn mount Zion (ball be deliverance, and.there fhall be Vi) 
Boline(s. Ifa. 4.2, 3- Jn that day {hall the Branch of Mile 
she Lord bebeantiful and glorious, and the fruit of the We) 
0 Deibh Earth 
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Earth, (hall be excellent and comely for thems that are 
tfcaped of Ifrael. And it\fhall come to pafs, that he 
that is left in Zion, and he thatremaineth in Fersfa- 
jer , {hall be called holy, even every one that is writ- 
en among the living in Jerufalem. In the former 
hapter,the Prophet had foretold the ruine of Fern- 


itoll"alem, and the fall of Judah, J/a.2.8. and here he 
i oretells, chata little remnant fhould efcape; and 


bromifech, that Gods judgments on others, and his 


inercy in delivering them, should conduce much to 
he promoting of their holinefS, and caufe chem to 


ize highly the Lord Jefus ( whois underftood by 
the Branch of theLord, Zach. 3. 8.) by whofe me- 


iameits and mediation they fhould obtain their delive- 
Thiglance. 


SEO ld, 
ir. Let this deliverance caufe you to feek after, 


hold to ernft in God for farther mercies and delive- 
wpances, when you are brought into ftraits. This ufe 
fimsod fervants have been wont to make of their de- 


on this 
oe Tat 
0 
» 
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port 


liverances, as you may fee by thele inftances, Fudg. 
f5- 18. And he was fore a thirft , and called on the 
lord, and faid, Thou haft given this great deliverance 
nto the hand of thy: fervant, and now {hall 1 die for 
irft, and fall into the hand of thes uncircumcifed. 
}Sam. 17.37. David [aid moreover,The Lord that de- 
svered me) ont of the paw of the Lion, and ont of 
Ne paw of the Bear; he willdeliver me out of the hand. 


Pil this Philiftine. 2 Cor. 1.10. Who delivered us from 
«dian Breat adeath, and doth deliver; inbim we truff that 


jie will yet deliver ws. This God expe&s that when 
ime hach fhielded us from, or helped us ouc of one 
®ouble, we fhould truft him when we come into a- 


ppother, P/ul,t15,9. O Ifrael, trafithon in the Lord, 


he 


— 
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330 One deliverance [hold encourage Q.3: 


he 2s their help and their hield. Plal. 61. 354+ Thom haft 

been afhelter for me, and a ftrong Tower from the Ene- 

my; I will abide in thy Tabernacle for ever, I will” 
sruft in thecouert of thy wings. Pfal. 4. 5+ Offer. the 

{acrifices of righteou{ne[s, and put your truft in the Letd. 

God was much difpleafed with the J/raelites when 

ehey did not eruft inhim, notwithftanding he had 

done great things forthem, P/al. 78.21, 22, 235 

24. Anger came up againft Ifrael , becaufe they be- 

lisved not inGod, and trufted not in his [alvation, though 

he had commanded the clouds from above, and opencd the 
doors of heaven, and had rained down Manna upon them 

toc¢at: fee alfo ver. 32, 33» For all this they fine 

ned fill, and believed not for bez wonder ous works 3 there- 

fore their dayes did he confume in vanity, and their years 
in tronble. We render that which is very pleafing 

and acceptable to God, when we put our truft in 

him ; for, The Lord taketh pleafure in thers that fear. 

him, in thofe that hope in his mercy, Plal. 147.11. 

If youask, For what fhould great and remark 
able deliveeances caufe a man to truft. in God? I 
anfwer, 

t. When a man hath had any remarkable deli 
verance out of any trouble, it fhould encourage him 
zo traft in God under -all.his ftraits and,troubles 
that come upon him all the dayes of his life, Pal, 
18.50. Great deliverance giveth he to his King, ana 
fhemeth mercy to his anointed, to David. and.to his. feed 
for evermore, This Pfalm was penned upon the OG: 
cafion of that deliverance which God gave, David 
out of the hands of Saul, as you may fee in the tide 


ofthe Pfalm; and from this deliverance’, he Ome) ” 


cludeth, that God would deliver him for ever ; Pfal. 

6. 9.The Lord hath heard my {upplication, the Lord will 

receive my Prayer: fee the fore-quoted Scriptures) 
I S Ate} 


- 23: ws to truft God. for another. 33% 


> Sam. 17. 37. 2 Cor. i 10, But fome may fay,. How 
‘) 8 can this be, That deliverancefrom one trouble or 
ipa. calamity fhould caufe us co truft in God for deli- 
spy verance from another ; when as we fee, they that 

pcepe nejudgment, are cur off, or fafter deeply by 
another ? Tasty: 1. When God cutsoff, and. de- 
i {troys thofe whom he hath formerly delivered, it is 


ufually fuch as diftruft him, and turn away from 
him, Jude 5.—+The Lord having faved the people out 
4 of the land of Egypt, afterward deftroyed thems that be- 
"ea lieved not. Joth.24.20. If ye forfake Whe Lord, and 
a serve ftrange gods, then he will turn and do you bares and 
‘confume yor, “after that he hath done you good. 2.When 
God brings his fervants who truft in him, into new 
| troubles, “their faitt Lis notvain,. bat brings down a 
“) §.great-bleffing; for, whenthey are not delivered from 
“) 4 troubles, they are delivered in trouble, and are kept 
“)} from the evil of trouble, that ic doth not burt them, 
| and this isa great deliverance; fob 5.19. He {hall deli- 
| wer thee in fix troubles , yea in neenbe there {hall no evil 
‘touch thee. 

2, Deliverance from temporal evils fhould en- 
courage the fervants of God,.to truft inthe Lord for 
deliverance from {piricual evils , and the beftowing 
upon them fpiritual bleffings. Asfor initance, 
|. 1. When they have had déliverance ont of trou- 

ble, they fhould conclude, that God will alfo deliver 
them from all cheir fins, and preferve them ina {tate 
» of grace, till he hath brought them to himfelfin glo- 
ry. Thus Paul concludes from his deliverance that he 
had from Nero, tharGod:would deliver him from 
every evilwork, 2 Tim. 4.17,18. I was delivered 
out of the mouth i the Liom, and the Lord (hall deliver 
me from every evil work, and will preferve me rnto his 
heavenly kingdom. 
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932 Temporal Deliverances ould caufeu Q.3 


2. The fervants of God that have efcaped great | 
calamities, aid been delivered from great dangers, j, 
fhould truft in God for a broken heart to mourn J 
for their fins; for God promifeth this mercy co fuch J 
as efcape great judgments, Ezek. 7.16. They that) 
efcape of them, fall efcape, and {hall be onthe Mountains oe 
dike Doves of the Valleys, all of them mourning, every one}, , 
for his: iniquity. | i” 

3. When the fervants of God efcape out of great} 
troubles, it fhould caufe them to truftin God to de=P*, 
liver them ftom the deceit.of their own hearts, and 
to dire& the work of faith and repentance in truce} 
intheir fouls, Ifa: 10. 20,21. The remnant of Ifracl, P 
and [uch as are e(caped of the Houfe of Facob, (hall ndy.” 
mare again fray upon him that fmsote thems ; but {hall flayy' 
upon the Lord, the Holy One of Ifrael in trath : they’ 
remnant {hall return, eventhe remnant of Facob, unto 
the mighty God. This remnant, untowhom God pro- 
mifech faith and repentance in truth, are fuch asf, 
fhould efcape the great calamities that were coming\y)"' 
onthe Jews, as you may fee ver. 21,22. | 

4. When the fervants of God have received any PP 
€minent deliverances, they fhould be encouraged F 
thereby co truft in God for power and ftrength co 
walk before God in holinefs and righteoufnefs as 7°“ 
long as they live, P/al. 56.13. Thou haft delivered my 
foul from death; wilt not thou deliver my feet from ‘(ie 
falling, that I may walk, before God in the light of che 
living ? | 

If any fay, What grounds lave the fervants of #3" 
} God to take encouragement from temporal delive= 

) rances, to tru(ftin God for all fpiricual bleffings? 
Amongft others that may,be named, I will mention 
chefe two. 


1. Re- 


iQ.3- to trujt God for (piritwal Blefings. 332 
1. Redemption from outward troubles, is given to 
sa petne fervants of God by vertue of the Covenant of 
nm@race, aswell as fpiritual bleffings, P/al. 111. 9. He 
ent redemption unto hzs people, be hath commanded his 
sovenant forever. Pfal, 106. 44,45. Neverthele/s, he 
regarded their affliction, whenhe heard their ery; and he 
myprerme mired for them bss Covenant. Now when we finde 
» §God remembring his Covenant in one kinde, it may 
f sammencourage us to troft in God for all the other blef= 
ings which are promifed to us in Gods Covenant. 
2. Redemptionfrom outward troubles,is given to 
B@he fervants of God from the fame love of God that 
pirical bleffings are beftowed upon them, J/2.63.9. 
jy) le all their afflittionshe was afflifted, and the Angel of 
s | (mee prefence faved thems; in his love and in his pity he rea 
| leemed thens, and he bare them, and carried them all the 
\ umpares of old. Ifa. 38. 17. Behold, for peace I had 
Bireat bitterne(s, but thou haftin love to my foul delivered 
si ypme frome the pit of corruption, — Pfal. 18,19. He broughé 
nue s orth into alarge place, he delivered me , becanfe he 
~ Wlelighted in me. Now even outward deliverances be- 
hg tokens of Gods loveto his Servants, they may 
hereby be encouraged to truft in God for fpiricual 
Heflings, P/al. 36.6,7,8. There is much of Gods 
; ove feen in his preferving our perfons and goods ; 
| Me Lord, thou preferveft man and beaft , how excellent ts 
| Aby loving kindene/s 2? his loving kindnefsfhould caufe 
ies co truit.in him— therefore the children of men pue 
"Beir traf under the foadow of thy wingss And this lo- 
ping kindenefs of God thould caufe usto truft in him, 
pot only for outward, but alfo for fpiritual bleffings, 
+ ame eppears fromthe eighth verfe. 
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SECT. 12. 

4, Let this deliverance caufe you to prepare for 
your day of vifitation, and to be ready toundergay) fur: 
whatever afflictions God fhall fee meet cto lay upon ji, j 
you, Amos 4. 11, 12- LT have overthrown [ome of ‘yous here 
as God overthrew Sodom andGomorrah', and ye werevas Hehe (00 
a fire-brand blucked omt of the barning——prepare to meeby bio 
thy God, OTfrael. Both they that have fuffered by™ 


ey 


this Fire, fhould prepare tor farther fufferings (as 
hath been hinted in’ the fecond Queftion ) and they 

that efcaped this burning, fhonld prepare againft the 

day of cheir vilication. Preparing your felves for 
afflitions, is no way ‘nconfiftent with that rutting imp 
God, to which exhorted you in the former SectionganGy, ( 
but is an effect and fruit of Faith. Is was Noah Si hin(el! 
faith, and not his difidence that moved himto pres 
pare'an Ark, wher he underftood the Flood wasy\, 
coming, Heb.11.7- By Faith Noah being warned Of, 
God of things not feenas yet 5 mived with fear prepared 

an Ark—This being a needful point for a Chriftian to 

be prepared for all forts of affiation, I fhall enlarge 
alittle uponit, and fhew you, f- Why it is needful 
that we {hould be prepared for all kindes of affliati- 
én. 2. How this‘may be done. There is great rea= 
fon that we fhould prepare our felves and ftand ready 

for all forts of affliction, becaufe; 

1. Aswe aremen, men that carry about with us@ | 
body of finand death, weare liable to troubles andi py 
calamities every day, as long as we livein this worlds}, 
Fob'5. 7. Man is born unto trouble jt the [parks i 
upward.,.Job 14.1. Man that is born of a wimanis F ni, 
few dayes, and full of troubles, For ought we know jj... 
every day may bring forth as much troubie as we are | L) 
able ¢é bear ; if it be otherwife we muftafcribe it to}, 

Hr the} 
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Bhe goodnels of God 5 Aatth. 6.34: Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof : and this. is our condition as 
an tong as we live, to beliable to trouble and forrow all 
Wipur dayes, Gen: 3.17. Curfed is the ground for thy 
ke, in forrow (halt thou eat of it all the dayesof thy life. 
!WEThere is not any one creature in the world 4 no not 
ethac from which we promife our felves moft comfore, 
Vwibuc at one time or another it may vex our very fouls, 
UN Ecclef. 2.17. Allis vanity and vexation of Spirit. 
> 2. As weare godly men, fo weare liable ro many 
dii@and greactroubles, Pfal. 34.19. ALany are the affi= 
uM ions of the righteous, Rev. 7.14. Thefe are they 
SUrhich came ont of great tribulation. A&ts 14.22, We 
Mien? through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of 
SWIEEG od. God would not have any godly man promife 
‘Mit himfelf immunity fromtrouble, but would have him 
Ope prepare for the fharpeit tryals, 2 Tim. 3.12. Yea, and 
Ball that will live godlyin Chrift Fefus, fhall fuffer perfe~ 
wi icution. If we look over the examples of Gods fer- 
wiivancs,-we fhall finde they have all gone through very, 
faiiereactryals. What crofles did Facob meet with from 
aiimhis brother Efas, his Uncle Laban, his own Children, 
eel Gc. there was fcarcea day wherein he did not meet 
fiiddiwith fome trouble, as he tells Pharash, Gen. 47.9. 
nid Fem and evil have the dayes of the years of my life been, 
iti David who was aman after Gods own heart had a 
Berea portion of troubles, P/al.73. 14. ell the day 
ilisamtong have I been plagued , and chaftned every morning. 


ls P fal. 31.9, 10.—AMine eye is confumed with Grief, yeas 


sma {oul and my belly ; for my life is (pent with grief, and 


elilbe was ready todyeunderthem, P/ul. 88. 3, 15. Dfy 
it for! is fall of troubles, and my life draweth nigh unto 


A 


Wthe crave—L am offlitted, and ready to dye, froms my youtle 


oo 
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ap. Yea, Jefus Chrift who was Gods own Son, was i 


alr 

7 

] 
hi she 
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ansan of forroms, and acquainted with grief, Ifa. 53+ 3: pie 

3. Wecannot affure our felves that we fhall be ex- pial 
empted from any kinde of trouble; for whilft wef 
are inthe body,we are liableto all kindes of adverfi= |!" 
ty, Heb. 13. 3. Remember them that are in bonds, sin, a 
hound with them 3 and thems which {3 uffer adverfity, as Ban \oy [in 
ing your felvesalfoin the bedy. Betrer than we are,have Hake 
met with allforts of troubles, P/al. 88. 7+ Thox hafeywaiul 
afflitted me with all thy wayes. Pfal. 42.7. All thy wares aiiitio 
and thy billows are gone over me. We may meet wien oh make 
fuch affli@ions as we never looked for, or fearce f@po:i 
much as thought of them, J/z. 64.3. Thos didft aa” fi 
rible things which we looked not. for. And as all forts of perds w 
affli@ions do attend us; fo at all times, and in alien, th 
places, we cannot promife our felyes freedom from mute: 


~ 


any one day, Prov. 27-1. Boaft not thy {elf of to mor= 
row, for thon knoweft not what-a day may bring forte hin: 
Now feeing we are liable to all forts of affli€tions imf: gon 
all places, and at all times, isit not our CONCernMentife yr, 
to ftand prepared continually for all forts of tryals 2)hs, ( 
4. Cd oft-times makes very great and fud datitieyr. 
chang:.s in our conditions, when we leaft think Obfh||j, 
them: when weare inthe height of profperity’, and iii, 
adver(ity is far from our thoughts; when we are looks}, 
ing for nothing but good dayes , God fuddenly ee HY 
cifeth us with great eryals, 7ob 30. 26- When T lookedlt s,.. 
for good, then evil cams: auto me ; and when [waited fam 
light, there came darkne/s, Pfal. 30. 6,7- In my prof penlie: | 
rityy dt {tidy I {hall mcver be moved ; Lord by thy [ave By... 
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YIRQ.32 “Al fronld be prepared for Afiittions, > 39 
thon haft made my wonatain to. ftand Jirong ; thor didft 
Whide thy? face » and I was troubled.’ When Fob faid , Z 
Bhall dye in my neft, Ifhall multiply mydayes as the [ands 

WF ob-2°9. 18. Ie was but a little. after he complains, 
c. are turned upon me, they purfue my fon) as the 

iierinde, and my welfare palfeth Away asa clouds and now 

Niny foulis powred ont upon me , the dayes of afflittion have 

apaken hold apon me, Job 30. 18516. When Abrabars 
mulumewas full of joy for his Son Z/uac, there arifethia great 
yn fliGtion in his Family ; Z(hmael {coffs at I{uac, Sa 
imrab-makes {ute to Abraham to caftout Hagar-and her 

el5On >and it isfaid, The thing was very grievous in Abras 
dares fight , becaufe of his Son, Gen, 20. 11. ‘After= 
uti™vards when God was fo eminently prefent with Abrz- 

( inipams, that Abimelech takes notice of it » and defirech 

| 60 makea league with him, Gen.'20; 22,23. ahd af 
hier -he bad been worfhiping God > Ver. 33. Oh afud- 
wli@ilen God broughe as greaca tryal upon him ag poffibly 
nt fou befal him ; he calls him to offer up ‘his’ Son 

Mil (aac fof a burnt-offering ; and: thae without any de- 
MY, Gen. 22. 2. Take now thy Son, thine only Son Lfaac, 

phon thou loveft, “and get thee into the land Moriah, and 

fulttifer hint there for a burnt-offering—'Tis not,takea Year, 

it a moneli hence; but, take now; he wasto fet upon 
ie work without delay. 

| 5s God callech upon us with great earneftnefs to 

(imrepare.our felves to undergo fuch affli@ionsas he 

Maal lay-upon us, Amsos4. 12. Thus will I do knto thee, 
Pifrael, and becanfe I will do this unto thee , prepare to 
bees thy God, O Lfrael. Jer. 46. 14. Declare ye in 

etm eypt, and-publifh in Adigdol, and pablifhin Moab ; fay 
is Stand faft, and prepare thee for the {word {hall de- 

round round about thee. This exhortation to pre- 
ire for approaching judgments, is preffed with 

Cat earnettnefs + i¢ is share palib with ginny: 

| oa LL Cat! 
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338 Hon we may be prepared Q.33 
call, Declarepey porlilhy pablifhs [ages What.ts itmuft 
be declared , and; publithed with fuch great edrnefts 
nels? Stand faft, prepare thee-—feealfo ver19. -O thow 
daughter dwelling in Egypt 5 furnifh. thy [elf ¢o go-inte 
captivity— : ae 

6. Tf affliiions come upon us-before we are pre= 
pared for them, we fhall be in-danger.to fink under 
ourburdens; burif. we be well provided. before- 
hand, .we fhall go cheerfully through, whatever: it 
feemeth good unto the.Lord to lay upon us, Pfal.57« 
7. My heart is fixed (or as itisin the Margin) JZ 
heart.is prepared, O.God, my hears is prepared, £ wilt 
fing and give praife. -David was fledinto a Cave when] ..*, 
be penned this Pfalm, as you may fee by the ritle of}. 
it, and'was furrounded with great calamities, as you 
may fee, ver. 1540 Ln the {hadow of thy wings wil E 
make myrefuges until thefe calamities be.overpaft. Jj 
foulis among lions, and I lie evem among them that are 
fet. on fire, eventhe fons of men, whofe. teeth are [pears 
andarrows, and their tongue a {harp foord. Yetin the}"”! 
midit of his troubles, he fings for joy and praifech (htt 
God s and what helped him to\bear his troubles-fof.°"” 
cheerfully? His heart. was prepared for them, AZyy st 
heartisprepared, Iwill ing and give praife. Fofeph whog "st 
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had prepared for feven years Famine, lived comfortey’/)": 
ably, and felt no great inconvenience by it; CTH 
perfons that had laid up nothing before-hand, wouldft'“/ 

have fainted and dyed, had not Jofeph relieved thems 
The Apoftle was: fo. far from being difcouragedye 
at his fufferings, thache joyed in the sreateft of chem ™— 
evento. lay dewn his life for the Gofpels fake, PAil B Spni. 
2.17. Yea, and if I be offered upon the Sacrifice andy” {mi 
Service of your Faith, I joy, and rejoyce with you all Mir 
And how came he rodothus? he was ready and pre-§ not} 
paredto.fiaffer any thing for the fake of Chrift pe it tha 
4 Chew” |*) 
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il Ger. for all forts of Affittions. 339 
the Gofpel, Als 2%. 13.-+T:am ready, not tobe bound 
only, “but alfotodye at Ferufalem: for the Name of the 
Lord fefus. Now having given you fome reafons why 
we fhould\prepare our felves forall forts of aflicti- 
ons;' I fitallin the next place anfwer a weighty and 
neceflary cafe of Confcience, viz; 


ee re 
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What {hall we do that we may frand prepared to undergo 
“nay affittion thatthe Lord (tall be pleafed to lay 
wpon v8 2 


Anf.t. We mut give our felves much unto ‘prayers 
we mult pray before our afflictions come; and -pray 
in our afflictions ; we muft not pray in acold manner, 
but cry mightily to God, to {tréngthen and {uppore 
us ifour troubles. By prayer we fhall obtain from 
God an heart prepared to undergo any troubles, Pf. 
%0.-17. Lord thon haf heard the defire of the humble, 
bhowwilt preparethéir heart , thos wilt canfe thine ear to 
ng] Pear. Plal. 5°7.-2 7: Fill cry anto God mo/? high, un 
by) 80. God that performethiall things for me. And what did 
David get by crying unto God? an heart prepared ¢6 
bear his afflictions ;'as you may fee ver. 7. ALy heart 
b prepared, O God, may heart is prepared. The Apottle 
Tih advitéth Chriftiansthac would be able to ftand iniah 
oi etl day, to be much in prayer, Ephef.6.13, 18. Phere= 
head Ore take sinto you the whole armor of God , that ye may be 
wi aele towith/tand'in the evil day; and having done all fp 
“7 \Pand—praying alwayes with all prayer and {pplication in 
tbe Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perfeverance 
- ind [application for al Saints: Obferve how’ the 
Mw Apoitie multipliettiwords to excite us to prayer 5 he 
), JMoch not barely bid us pray 5 but pray alwayes: and 
wv abes if that were noc enough, he-adds, with all prayer 
© ig y@nd. [applicAtion——and not only fo; but he bids ug 
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watch thereantosawatch. with perfeuerance, yea , with all | 
sempied 


perfeverance. Andadds, that. this, ducy. muft-be per=  } # 
formed ina fpiritual manner, With all prayer aad fup- |} in!) 
lichtion'in the fpirit: if we do not-pray with our 74 Mm" 
ast and {pirits as wellas with.our'lips, yea,ifthere | 10g 
be not the graces of: Gods Spirit exercifed in prayers | fie 
as well as the aétings of our own fpirits , our Prayers in the) 
are worth little in:Gdds. account. , The Apoftlejoyns | heel 
thefe two together,\ Patient in tribulation, continuing | al) 
inftant in prayer, Rom. 12. 12. Implying, thatfuch as | wh 
defire to be patient in all theirtribniations, mult be, } andove 
and continue inftant in Prayer. vate, of Resend 
>». Endeavour as much .as.in-you.liech to ftreng- | alt 
then and encreafe your Faith, . Faith is-thechiefett | 4m 
piece of the fpicitual armour, whiclvabove all-the | wm; 
reft will help usito (land in an evil day. The Apo- | fim q 
file would not have us-negle&t any. piece of the fpiri> | ath 
tual armor, alfmuft,be put on; bus Faith above al | fun 
the reft, Eph. 6:13, 16. Take unto jon the whole armor | hems} 
of Gods that ye. may.be able towith{tand in.the evil days | macht 
and having done all.to. ftand. Absve all, taking the foteld \ fers, 
of Faith, wherewith ye [ball bey able to quench “all the | hike 
fery darts of thewicked. By faich aman may be able to J J)Gjj; 
doand fufter all things, AZark 9..23- All things are | cody 
pofibleto bins that believeth... The Apoftles did, and) theyre 
fuffered great-things. for God :, and how ? - it wa} nich! 
through faith, % Fim. 4. 19. Therefore we both labour) terene 
and [uffer reproach, becaufe we traft in the living Gote withch 
Thefervants of God have endured all, forts.of tor} infin 
tnres, and the moit painful deaths that their enemies}, p 
could infli& uponthem, and all other.affliations, by} he, 
the help..of faich , Heb. 11. 359,36,37- Others werel) of G1 
torimred, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain) w . vi 
abetsenrefurrettion 5 and others had tryals of cruel mBOR2) fi 
dies, and {courgingss, yea wsorcovers of Louds. and imprin\ ore: 

: [ontaents 
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Q.3: Faith a great help to bear Afflittions. 34% 
fonment. They were foontd, they were (ain afunder 5 were 
tempted, were lain with the [word they wandéred about 
in |heeps skins, and goats-skins , being deffitute, afflicted} 
tormented : dnd that ‘they endured all thefe things 
through faith, *youmay fee , iver 730) Whatever dif- 
ficulties, fhares, Or difcouragemenits 4 man meets with 
in the-world, either in'refpett of the godd’thinigs, or 
the-evil things of ‘rhe world, faith will overcome them 
all, ‘3 Pohn'5-\4. This is the victory that overcometh the 
world; even-our faith. Faith will enable-a man torelitt 
andovercome all tlie temptations of Sacan, whereby 
hevendeavoureth. to-ditturb and foil usin times of 
affliction, 1 Pet. §. 8,9. Your adver fary the Devil, as 
4 roaring Lion walketh about feeking whom he may de- 
vour's whims refit fredfaft inthe faith \ knowing that the 
fame afflictions are accompli(bed in your brethren that aré 
inthe world, Fear weakens the Héart, and makes it 
faint at°approachits troubles , Luke 21.26, CVens 


B Bearts falling them for fear—Now ‘Faith conduceth 


much to the ‘fixing and eftablifhing the heare againtt 
fears, Pfal. 192.'7.' He fhall not be afraid of evil tydings, 
his heart is fined, trafting im the\ Lord, Plal. 56. 112 
LiGod have I put mytruft , I will not be afraid what man 
can'dosunto me. “And itherefore ‘it conduceth much to 
the preparing of aman to undergo‘ his afflictions. I 
might thew you here what you fliould believe in re- 


| ference to your affliXions,to enableyou to bear them 


with chearfulnefs : among many ‘things that might be 
inftanced in, I willmention onl? théfethree. 

te Believerthat :no:afition doth, or ever “thal 
befal: you; bute by the wife and gracious providericé 


| of God svand thatnot only every affli@ion , bur eve= 


ry circumftance in-every affliction, ‘is ordered and 


_ difpofed: bythe infinite wifdony of God..°*' This is 
Wp agceeable tofuch Scripturessasithefe, Rom. /11..36. 


Z. 3 Of 
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Of him; and throngh. him, and to hin are all things. 
Ephef. 4, 11. W/o. worketh all. things, -after: the 
counfel of bis own wit. Amos 3..6. Shall. there be evil in 
a.City , and the Lord hath not done it? Matth.t05 
30. Bat the very hairs of your head are all numbereds 
The believing that Gods hand is in our. afflictions; 
will bow our hearts, and makethem, ftoop and. fub= 
mitto God, though it be a fmarting Rod wherewith 


the Lord correéts us: They were dreadful judg. 


ments which Samuel denounced againit. €/i,:yet he 
{ubmits.himfelf readily. to it, becaufe it came from 
God, 1 Sam. 3-18. Jt # the Lord, let him. do what 
feemeth hime goods : si] 


2. Believe that.in every affli@tion. God defigneth, 
the bringing glory. to his Name, andthe doing good: 
to your own fouls. you have good, ground ‘to believe, 


this,.for the Scriptures do aflure us, that Godaims 
both-at our-good and-his own glory;imall our affiiéti- 


ons, Heb. 12. 10...He chaftneth: us -far. our profit 


Rom. 8.28. Weiknaw that all. things work together, for 
good.to them that-love, God. 2 Cors4, tip» .O¢r light 
affliction, which 1 but for a.msorsent s morketh for usia 


far more. exceeding and, cternal weight of: glory... Roma 
11.36. 76 him areall things: Allchings are notonly, 


of God.as the efficient, but they.alfo-tend co him 
astheir end, J/a.5.16. The! Lord of: Hofts {ball be 
exalted in judgment, - This. madethe Apostle joyful 
in his affli€tions,. that they did illud@rare che glory of 


God, 2Cor. 12.9,10. (Moff gladly. therefore: mill Zi 


rather glory in mine infirmities, that the power of: Chrift 


may weft upon mes. therefore I take pleafwre in: infir- 


sities; in reproaches, in neceffities sin perfecutions,) tm 


diftreffes for. Chrifts fake. —Herejoyced alfo in his: | 


affligtions, .becaufe they did promote»the good of his 
foul, : When fome preached Chrift.oue of cantenz 
nee me HON, 
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| tion, with a défign’ to add affliQion to ‘his bonds, 
| Phil.t. 14. Was he troubled at the affi@ion they 
_ created to him?~No’: for he faith) Z therein do re-W 


ly | foyee; Hea, andiwillrefoyce, ver. 18. And what made 


_ him-torejoyce hetein? ‘He gives us the reafon ofhis 
| Joy, ver. 19. For know that this {hall turn to my fal- 
vation; through your Prayer, and the [apply of the Spi- 
rit of -Fefus-Chrift. 

* 3s Believe that you fhall be delivered out of 
your troubles; this will bea means to fuppore you 
tinder them, Pfal. 27.13. I had fainted, unlefs F 
had believed: to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the land 
of the living. You have good ground from’ the 
Word of God to believe, that you fhall be delivered 
Out of all yourtroubles, though théy be very many, 


lei | Pfal: 34. 19. Adany are the affliftions of the righteous; 


but the Lord delivereth him ont of them all. And chough 


|| they be great as well as many, fuchas you‘never’ met 


with, or heard of the like, yet you may ré{t upon 
| God that he'will deliver youottrof them, fer. 30,7. 
| Alas, for thatday isgreat, fothat none w like it 5 if x 
even ithe tivse of Facobs trouble, but he (ball be faved owt 
of it 2° What is your affliction? Isic the rod of 
men?>God will/not fuffer it to lye over-long upon 
you, Pfale125)3.The rod of the wicked [hall not ref 
upon'the lot of the righteous; left the righteous put forth 
their band unto inignity. Is it the Rod of God that is 
| upon you ? Do the arrows of che Almighty ftick fa 
| in-your foul ? doth he contend with you? This will 
not laftalwayes, 7/2.57.16. I will not contend for e- 


ie W Ber’, “neither will’ Ibe alwayes wrath; for the [pirit 


fhoald fail before ‘me, “and the foul which Ihave maden 


: | Doch the Lord do'more then'contend with you ? doch 


he feemto reject and caft off your foul ?-you may be 
Z aflured 
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affured that he will not deal thus with you alwayes 
becaufe he himfelf .hach faid ic, chat he will noc cait 
off forever, Lam. 3.31, 32. The Lord. will. not. caft 
eff for ever 3 but though he canfe. grief; yet will he have 
compaffion according to the multitude of bis mercies, As 
ie atemptation of ‘Satan that difquiets you? wait bue 
awhileon God, and the will cread. Satan and all, his 


temptations undér your feet, Rom. 16,20. The God of | i 


Peace {hall bruife Satan) under-your. fect {lortly, 1s it 
fome.fin. that vexeth and troubleth’.your foul ? wait 
a while upon God, and he will.deliver youtrom your 


(ins aswell as your, other troubles, Mich: 7. tg. He ys 


will tucn again, be, will have compaffion upon uss he ryitt 
fubdue oar iniquities. —Pfal,130.7,8. Let F{rael hope 
inthe Lord, for with thé. Lord there.ts mercy and with 
hime 1 plenteous redemption, and he {hall nedcems- I fraeb 
from all his iniqnities. . When Devid was under. many 
forrows that difturbed and caft. down. his foul;,, he 
bore up himfelf. with hope of a -better ftate ; that 
thongh forthe prefent, he was:ina mourning condis 
fon, the time would cQme wherein. he fhould, pratfe 


2 


riot 
God, for “helping him{out of histroubles, P/ah42-5- 
Why art thon caft down, Omzy foul, and, why ark thow 
difquieted within me 2. hope thor in..God , f ory I. (hall 
yet praife him for the help of hrs countenance. 
3 If we wotld be prepared to.undergo every..ats 
fliétion that God fhall lay upon. us,we muftlabour.to | 
set Gods ftrength engaged with-us,&, for zs;Though 
of our felves we can donothing,yet throngh-the help 
of God,we fhalt be able to do.and-fuffer.greatethings, 
Pal, 60.1 1512. Give us help framtrouble, for vain.1s 
the help.of mans Through Gea we {hall do valiantly, — 
Plal. a8. 29. Bythee haved runthrough.a Troup 5,.and 
by my God have Z leaped over aWall.. By the help af 
: “ip Got 


Q.%3 for, all. .forts.of, Affitions.: Fag 
KGod we may-do and fuffer everything, Phil) 4.013 ude: 
gan do all. things throngh Chrift which firenatheneth wae 
VIF .a man have God for hieftrengeh, she need notfear 
lwe {i any thing, ,thopgh an, hoft of men ‘fhoulds fer: them- 
felves.again him, Pfal, 27.153: The Lord is the 
feréngth of ny lifesy. whom. {ball f be afraid? Though an 
l bis | Aol. (howld. encanep.againf? mey mine heart fall nor fear. ;- 
dif | thaugh.war, fhozla rife: againft msey.in this will 1 be cos- 
‘it | fident : yeay though all the world: fhould, few them- 
it} felves againit.us,.1f we have, God with us 5.we. need 
not fear, any.:thing , Pal. 1138.10, All Nations com- 
| paffed me. about,-but in the Nawse of the Lord will I de 
| Groy theus,,Rom.8, 31. What (hall we then fay to thefe: 
thingsIf God be for:ws,who can be againft wa? Though the 
whole world fhould:be, turned upfide down: and all 
places. fhouldsbe, full of trouble and confufion, and 
there fhould be,no, peace or, fafery either on the Sea 
_ or, Land;that man that hath God fer his ftrength'need 
. ta not fear any thing,P/al.46.15253. God isour refuge and 
unlie| ferength,..a very. prefent help in, troubles, Therefore will 
wile | we not feary.though the Earth be, removed. 5 and though 
iy | the. Mountains, be. carried into.the mid ft of the Sea; 
though the waters. thereof roar, and be troubled,» though 
the Mountains [bake at the fwelling thereof. Af then 
you would. bear.up comfortably under-all-your af- 
Hitions ;. rememember the. exhortation of; the Apo- 
file, Ephe/. 6.10, Finally,my Brethreny be ftrong in the: 
Lord, and inthe pomer of bis.might.. Do not truft to 
your own ftrength, but feekco.be ftrong inthe, Lord, 
and to gettiis mighty power toaffitt. you. 
ot may be fome will.fay,.Whar thal] we; do, that: 
we may get Gods ftrength.co.fupportus\nader, and 
to carry.us, through all the troubles ofichis.tite? I 
anfwer, . 
. & Be fenfible.of your own weakneis|j.aad re-i 
nounce 
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nounce.all'confidenceiin your Own ftréngth: God is | 
wont to.communicate his ftrensth moft eminently to 
his fervants,when they have loweft thoughts of theiml 
own ftrength , and are under deepeft apprehenfions § 


of theirown weaknefs, 2 Cor.12.9,10. My firength ¥ } \ 
ea meade per feed in weaknefs,—<IWhen Iam weak then ame Bl’ i 
E firong. Ila. 49:29. Hegiverh powertothe faint, and Wy 


to. them that have no ‘might. he encreafeth Strength. 
When we grow conceited 6f our own abilities » God 
withdraws himfelf from/us, and leaves us to fall under: | 
{mall eryals, | Pete? *beirig over confident of him- 
felf, that. Hecould fuffer any thing, yeadeathiit felf § 
for the fake of Chrift, and-that-though all ménfhould 
deny Chrifthe would not; Afatth. 26. 33, 35. fell } 
under the firft temptation thacaffaulted him; a Dam 
fel did bue fay, Thos wal? with Fefus of Galilee ,- and 
he denyed Chrift in the prefence of all that were in 
the Palace, ver. 69, 70.’God is fo far from helping 
proud perfons,. that -heis wont to fet himlelf againtt 
them ;\fam. 4.6: Ged' refifeth the proiid 5 but giveth. 
grace to the hamble. Twill mention three ways where- 
by you may be convinced of yoiir awn weaknefs, and 
of the:abfolute neceffity of Gods grength, to carry 
you through your affliétians. 1, Weigh well what | 
the Scripture faith ofmans impotency’s we are fuch 
weak creatures,that without divine afiftance we can- 
not dovor fiiffer any thing, though itbe never fucha 
{mall matter, Fob. 15.8) Without me ye can-do novhine. 
Thinking is much eafier than‘eicher doing or faffer- 
ing ; yet of our felves, we have not ability fo much as 
to think any thing, 2 Cors 3: 5+ Notthat we are faufii- 
cient of our felvesto think any thing as of our felves, but 
our [efficiency ts of God. 2, Obferve how’ unable you 
have been whea God hath withdrawn himfelf, to bear 
thofe fmall andlighe troubles wherewith God hath 

exercifed 


dihexercifed youoHathnoratrifleychae whieh hath heen 
ly tg . affliction anda trouble: in: yourimagination,) rae 
thei gher.thaninweality, dejected and caft you down ?; If 
‘inns ou: have fainted under {mall troubles, whatiwill you 
Tthib Ido. whensgreat ones come, ifyou haveinot the Lords 
teh te Nef 2 Pere: Fy Hal Fthow befiranwith-the foopmen, apd 
i they have wearied thee, theo hoiv'canft thoucantend with 
ith \torfes? And ifiin the Land of Peace, mhexein thon trafte 
Wilefstheywearied thee ; then hom wiltthou do ip the. fwel» 
undee Hing of Jordan? «3. Confiderwhat great men have 
hin \fainced under {mall eryals, when: the Lord::hath Jefe 
t (ef ighem but alittle ro themfelves, :Fonab.a Prophet of 
hilt |the Lordy: forcehe lofs ofa gourd, which fprung up 
dt land withered ima day,’ fellintofuch:a fret, that he 
Din: | was evenangry-with God; and weary of jhisdife, and 


itd | withed that -hemight dyes o-Phe A pottle Peter it 


ein ithe fpeech of\amaid, dényed-Chritt, arid fwore-cha 
thing |the. did not fo\mucli) as: know. the: man Tf.foch 
sin | eminent. perfons as. thefe ‘fainted. under \fuch {mall 
inh Iteyals; what.dhall we do without the sielp of 
heres || God ? aig Vian ico A Swot 

amd | <2. Being fenfble of! yourtown weaknefsy ory uns 
ity | to. God to give yowhis ftrength, Pfal. 8621620 turn 
wit | sento tae, and have mercy:uponme, give thy firengh.nnto 
‘fich | thy, fervanta— Plal. 119. 29. Strengthen:thom me ac- 
ec: | cording tothy Word, But will this.do? Will:God give 
cha | tis his Rrength if we. cry fo himfor ic? yeas‘he will, 


bhi: | Pfal. 138:.3,. Un the daywhen Icryed’y thow an=, 


ifr | fmered ft mae; and. firengthened ft-me with ftrengthipmy 
uch fouls . : 3 ese 

ff-P 3+ Rett and rely upon God for the:communica- 
wif ting of his ftréngthto your fouls. The way. to: en- 
ayot || gage God touhelp and ftrengthen you , isto trait in 
him, 1 Chtons$i 20. They were helped — for they cryed 
2)-Gol in the battel, and be wasventreated of phew s bem 
Ny caufe 
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canfe they put their truft in him, 2 Cheone 13.117 Help yi " 
61s, O\Lord our God, for we ref? on thee, Pfal.28. 7, Thal jee 
Lord ts my ferength, and my {hield, my heart trufted ight io 
him, \and1 am helped. Gods power is communicatedp!" 
invan! eminent manner’to thofe that*belieye in him, pe 
Ephefo%.t9. And what:is the exceeding greatne(s-of bisy fh ” 
power tous-ward whobelieve, accordiagta the working fis 
his mighty power... Though:we are ‘never fo weak inj! 
Our ‘felves,i we may become ftrong by-refting upon} pe 
God ,° Hebi 11.533, 342:Itho through’ faith — ont ofits 
weaknelsiwene wade frrong.: Af:you ask; What sroundyi 
have we t6 rely .upon.God; chat he: will give us hig} 44 
ftrength to fopporr us:under all ourtronbles >: I analy’ 
{wer;: Wehave a fure:Word.of Promifes° we - have } od Wi! 
not onlyone promife, but mahy to affureus, that God is Wi 
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tha will notdéave'us: deftitiite of his hetpoand ftrengela, jis li 

! me Lfae4.0010.Fear thon wotsfon I ang with shee 3 be nog dif | wot {rt 

: it wayed, for Inam thy Gods I will Strengthen thee , yea) by loin 
th] at | wil help thee, yea I> will uphold thee with’ the right | wi ab oe 


Wis cha band of my-righteoufne(s. Zech./10. 02.0 will Prengs \ pats 
i then thew inthe Lord, and they {hall walk. up and: dome \ ole t 
in his Name; faith: the Levds: Plal, 29) 21." The Lord Keepin 
will give firength anto his people. Joel 315,16. The Sax | the, 
i a aud Moon fall be darkened sand the Stars {ball withdraws | wy \ 
| Fae their fhining the Lord alfo fhall: roar out-of Zion, andk | vay { 
| utter his: voyce from Ferufalem, and the Peavens and thes } the wy 
hea Earth fhath (bake ; byt the Lord» will be ithe Lope’ of bras | [rest 
Rr ny ea peoples and the firength of the childrensof Lfraels:* job7 
mt 3 Objects \X have cryed unto God, and hung spon, and, oa 
he pleaded his Promifes for his ftrength, and fill I renaain. \ \\ 
ina weak:helple(s condition) Visa bar 7 | ist 
ih a atte Aofm:; Though itbe fo, "yee: cry ftillto) the Lord. } por 
Ba Vi Ifa. 63. 150 Look, down fron: Heaven, and bébold from 4 oi kn 
1 PN the Habitation of thy Holinefs, and of: thy glory 3 where | 
bn #8 thy xeal, and thy firengsh, the founding’ of thy Rint 
bint G6 


a 
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lund of thy -mercies towards: me 2: are they reftrained 2 

iifa.s 1, 9..Awake, awakes puton frrength, O armof the 

id piord.»Pfal, tos: 4. 8 eck the Lovd.and his ftrength, feck. 

(bis face evermore... And wait patiently upon him, and 

Tin due time he will ftrengthen you, P/al. 27.14. Wait 

! bebe Lord, be of good courage, and he {hall firengthers 

shine heart 3 waity I [ayy on.the Lord. Tlaego. 3%. 

They: that walt upon the Lord, {hall renew their ftrength, 

'inaebey [hall mount up. with wings like Eagles. they (halt 

‘biernn and not be weary, and. they (hall walk, and mob 
rune faint. : 

if © 46 Keepin Gods wayes 3: when we go out of Gods 

) wayes. we cause God to withdraw himfelf,. and when 

hunt: God withdraws, our ftrength departs fromus; as. it 

Gail was with Sampfon, when his God departed from him, 

his ftrength departed alfo, 7udg. 16.19. His frrength 

ih went from him. How came he to lofe his ftréngeh ? 

| by lofingtheprefence of God, ver. 20. I will go out 

re) (cia other times’; and he wift not that the Lord was de- 

nia parted from. him: fo itis with Chriftians, when they 

' fofe their God, they lofe their, ftrengthi, Bue .by 

keeping in Gods wayes, they shall keep God'with 

them, and increafetheir ftrength. That thisis the 

| way to get Gods ftrength, to keep in Gods ways,you 

| may fee Prov. 10.29. The way of the Lord ws Strength to 

the uprights. Pfal. 84. 5. Bleffed 2 the. man whofe 

firength isin thee, in whofe heart are the wayes of theme 

Job 17. 19. 

s. Get your intereft in God made out to your 

fouls.. The knowing of Godto be our God, con- 

| veyeth great ftrength into our fouls, and will fup- ' 

| port usin our greateft troubles. What Solomson faith 

| of knowledge, Prov. 24.5. A wife man ws firong yA 

man of knowledge encreafth frrength, is eminently crue 

of shis knowledge that God is. our God ; for the 

more 


250 How weveaybe prepared. «: Qs. 
frioré-clearly.we know: God:to be ouriGod, the morel” 
we fhall.eacréafe if ftrength, Lfa..49: ‘5. Ady Goah’, || 
frail Levmmy firengehs.% Sani 30.6. David was greatly stole 
diftreffjed, for the people fyake| of Jroning him $= bath, 
Davidrencoxr aged himfelf inthe Lord dus Gods > The. 
knowledge of our intereftein God, fillecteuk héartsl, *h 
with joy, Liak.\1.47: Ady pinit bath rejoyced in God 7 
Suvjonr'; and joy ttrenprhens the foul Web) Saal. ; 
The joy\of the Lordis yoann Prenerh.: Wherefore Brow 
inacquaintance with God, if you will grow in ftrength }. 
to fufter the will of God cheerfully, Col: 1: 10} DIE fp a 
~Increafing in: the knowledgeof God frengtbened with \ 
all might: according tohis. glorious power, wato All pa- 
tience and \long-fuffering with joyfulnefs + e{pecially 
labour to’ growin the-kKnowledg of ‘your interett it. 
God. | 

6. Let the Word of Chit dwell riehlyin your 
fouls; the Word-of God:abiding in you; will Beg 
great meansto itrengthen you, 1 fob 214. Te ape | 
Strong, andthe Word of God abidethin you, avd ye bavi 1 
overcome the wicked ones! The efficacy and powér of |" 
the Word of God is wanderful.’ “By fpeaking of a 
word, God created the whole world, Pfal. 3246, 9. 
By the word of the Lord were the Heavens wade > and 
all the: hojtsef thers, by thebreath of his mtinih = For he 
Spake: and it was'done'y he ommeanded and i Stood faft 
By his Word he soverns arid upholdeth ‘all‘his érea- 
tures, Heb. 1.3. Upholding all things by the Word. of hus 
Power... Is there fuch power in? the Word as to up- 
hold all chings; and dof thou doubt whiether it be 
able to uphold thy foul? Lf 4 mans heart be bro- 
ken if’ piecés'and melted with grief; the Word of 
God.will teal and RreAchen Him, and fettle him in a 
comfortable: condition) \P/al. to7. 20; He fent bz 
Word and: hidled them', and delivered theme from their 

tO ia de~ 


FP eee = FS a) “Sy 


ee ee 
x ’ . ve 


$2.3: for all forts of Afflittions. 35% 
deftruttions. Plal..119. 28+ My fonl welteth for beavi- 
| ae fs, ferengthen thon me according to thy Word. 

',. 7. Ifyou would be ftrong in the Lord, put onthe 

‘| whole armour of God, Ephe/. 6::20, 11.: Finally: my 
| Brethren, be ftrong inthe Lords. andin the power of hie 
“might.. But fome may fay; How thallwe be ftrong 

.} inthe Lord? the next words fhews this,.Pst on the 

1 whole. armour of God, that ye maybe able to fiand ae 

ni| gainft the wiles of the Devil. No part of the armour 
of God muft be negle&ted, if we would be ftrong 
inthe Lord. What this armour of Godis,the Apoftle 
fheweth from the 14th. ver. to the 18th. 
4. If we would be prepared to undergo all iaffli- 
&ionscheerfully, we muft labour to get our fins pare 
“1 doned, and get our pardon evidenced,and keep clear 
our evidences of our juftifiedeftate. Senfe of guile 
| bowsdown thefoul, and weakens our ftrength, and 
,.. | renders us unfit fora fuffering condition, P/al. 3%. 
| | £0. My frrength faileth becanfe of mine iniquity. Such 
of the Jews as were under the fenfe: of unpardoned 
guilt, wereready to faint under their affliCtions,when 
| they were carried captive into Babylon, Lam. 3.18, 
19. 1 {aid my ftrength and my hope 2 perifhed from the 
Lord ; remembring mine afflittion and my mifery, the 
wormaswood and the gall.. And if you would know what 
thade their cup fo bitter, that they fainted under its 
you may fee ver. 42. We have tranfgreffed , and have 
rebelled, thou haft not pardoned. But when our fins 
are pardoned , that will help us to bear afflictions 
cheerfully, Z/2..33. 24::The Inhabitant hall not fay; 
MWe Lam fick ; the People that dwell therein (hall be forgiven 
+ | their iniguity. Matth. 9.2. They brought unto hia a 
man fick of the Palfie, lying on a-bed 3 and Fefus feeing 
"TD their faith, [aid unto the fick of the Palfie, Son, be of 
ii 1 good chear, thy fins be forgiven thee. Sicknels is a 
| ie sreat 
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great affliétion s and: this‘ man was {6 fick thae: hey! 
kept his bed, yet. Chrift bids him'be of good cheery Bk / 


Aecanle his lins. were forgiven him, before’ he {peaks 
oneword of removing, bis ficknefs.° Aman that: ig 
in.a juitified eftacey may tciomiph ‘and \glory: in his 


es wn 


sreatelt troubles, Rom.§.t3°3. Being juftified: by faith, te 
wehave pace with God through oar Lord iFefws Chriff-— Wp cit 


And:ndt only fo, but we glory ta tribulations alfo. — 
gs. : Ifwe would be prepared fora {uffering condi® 
tion, iwe muft acquaint our felves with, atid cleave 


and .adhere.to the deathand fufferings of. Chrift, Jw ?e/i 


and labour co underttand and ‘getian intereft in the 
imputéd righteoufnefs of Chritt.. Chrifts righteouf- 


nels is one of the main Pillarsiour Seuls have to leah tv 
wupons for our fupport under all our ‘troubles s- Z/a: fl! 


41.10, Twill’ frengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea I 
will uphold thee withthe right hand of : my righteon{nefs. 
Our cltiefett ftrength lyeth in our right hand, and 


when God calleth histighteoufnefs, his right hand jit flit, 


may imply, ' that Chrifts Righteoufnefs (which is oft 
called-che »Righteoufnefsof God, as Rom. 1.17, 
Row.-3.:22) 23.) isthe chief and principal means for 
the firengchning and upholding of our fouls. David 
found gréatfupport in all his troubles, by: looking to 


this righteoufnefs, P/al.71.16. 1 will go inthe firength | " 


sof the Lord God; I will make mention of thy Righteouf= 
nels, even of thine only. >It is recorded of the fer 
vants of God, mentioned in the Revelation,“ who 
went through great tribulations, that chey were car 
ried through ‘their fafferings by looking and adhe- 
ring to the fufferings of Clirtft,Revel:7.14. Thefe are 


they which come out of great tribulation, and.have wafha|) 
ed their,Robes, and made them white in the bloud of the. 


Lamb. Rev.12. 11. They overcanseM( that is, the De- 
vil who ratfed up perfecutions agaiaft them, as you 


may | 


: 


yy 123 for all forts of Afflittions, 353 
he may fee, ver.17.) by the bloud of the Lamb, and by 
chee he Word of their Teftimsony , and they loved not their 
f cake] dives untothe death. 

Nt’ 6. Letusget good evidences; that we arein the 
Nhs} Tove and favour of God. Well=grounded apprehen- 
| ih fions of Gods love'to our fouls, will help us to‘ bear 
rif) up cheerfully under the sreateft trials, as Perfecu- 
~ ‘ition, Sword, Famine, ec. and. enable us to over 
cond} come them all , Rom. 8.35537» Who hall feparate us 
ciel from thelove of Chrift 2 (hal Tribulation, or Diftrefy; 
vith | or Perfcution,or Famineor Nakedne(s,or Peril,or Sword 2 
nthe)! Nay, in all thefethings we are more than Conguerours, 
\iuil-| through hing that loved #s. The apprehenfions of Gods 
Wola} Love ro us, will canfe us to love God, 1 Foh. 5.19. We 
i; Ili) love bine, becanfe he firft loved us. And when we love 
, al] God, we fhall bear any thing that comes from him 
n{i,]’ Love to men will make us bear with all things thae we 
i, ajmeec withfrom them. The Apoftle {peaking of love; 
andj} faith, Lt beareth all things, beliveth allthings, hopeth all 
1 welt] things, endureth all things, t Cor.t3.7. How much 
1%} more willloveto God, caufeus to bear and endure 
sor} all chings that we meet with from God? Love will 
Dold } carry us out to fuffer all affitions, even deathit felf, 
ingto} Cant. 8.6, 7. Love w ftrong as death, —¢tMany waters 
heh cannot quench love, neither can the flouds drown it. 
ier] ple of God, they pray hard for the lighe of Gods 
‘uiopcountenance ; and if they could but obtain that, 
eatrg they would account themfelves ina fafe and happy 
‘adhe Condition, notwich{tanding all their troubles, Pfal. 
em 80-4, 5,6,7. O Lerd God of Hofts, How long wilt 
wing thew be angry with the Prayers of thy People? Thos 
fi feede? themwith the tread of tears, and giveft thems 
Deg tears to drink in great meafure ; Thou makefi us a ftrife 
3 wig nto onr Neighbors, and our enemies laugh among them- 
ny f Aa felves. 


nul] When it was atime of great affliction with the ped«, 
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254 How we way be prepared Q.3i 
felvess. Turn ws-dgring O God of Hofiss:and:caufe thy 
face. to. (hinesand-me fhall be. faved, .< 

7. We muft get and keep Gods prefence. with 
our fonts, thar will fortifie our fouls to undergo. any 
troubles with courage and chearfulnels, Pfal. 23.4: 
Yeas though I walk through the Kalley, of the fhadow of 
death I will fear no evils for tho art with me. Via. 5. 


F390 The: Lord God will belp me 5 therefore [ball I not 


be confounded s therefore have [ifet. my face like a flint 
and--I know that (hall-not. be afhamcd : He is near thak 
jofifieth me, whowill contend with.me? Plal..46, 2. We 
will -not fear thingh.the Earth beremuged , and though 


the. Mountains be caft into the widft of the Sea,—And | 


why. 2;What put fuch courage into them? they had 
Gods prefence with them, wr.557- God is in the mid ft 
of hers: {Fe fhall not be moved; God {hall help her, and 
thar right early s the Lord of Hoftsis with.us, the God 
of -Facob is oar refdges This upheld Chritt, and :car= 
ried: him. comfoxrably through all his. fufferings, 
(who went through _greater fufferings than ever any: 
man met with all), .4c. 2.25, 26. I forefaw the Lord 
alwayes before my faces, for he ts ony right hand, that 
1: foorld. nit be moved; \therefore did mine heart re- 
forces aad rey tongue was glad; moreover alfo my flefh 
fhall-reft.in hope. 


ings, If any fay, Icis true, Gods prefence with a 


man will help him to do great things; but. God is} " 


departed from me, How fhall I gain. his prefence a- 
P A aro gai iy 5 ; 
Sain? I anfwer, Gods departing from us ufually 


As-Gods prefence with Chritt up- |, * 
held him, fo ir will alfo uphold usin all our fuffer-}. 


| - 
bili 


arifech. from ong: departing from him ; andif afrer},*' 
weare. departed {romhim, and he is departed from}, ’. 


wes wereturn-to him, hewill return again unto us} / 
Zethwin3. Tarn with me faith the Lord of Hofts, and d }; 


will inrn- unto yo, [faith the «Lord: of Hoffs...Mal. |” 


3-70 | 


Q.3. for all forts of eAffflittions. 3§¢ 


3.7. Even fromthe dayes of your Fathers, ye are gone 
andy. from mine Ordinances, and have not kept thens ; 
return unto me; and I will turn unto you faith the Lord 
of Hofts. After. we areretarned'to God, and he is 
returned to ust, ifwe keep withhim, he’ will keep 
with'us,. 2 Chron.15. 2. The Lord 1 with you, while je 
be with him. Joh. 15.4. Abide in me, and Lin you. 

8. We mutt get our hearts weaned from the world; 
if our affections be fet inordinately on any earthly 
things, we fhall find it an hard matter to bear up 
under our afflictions, Jer.45. 3. Thoudidf?t (xy, Woes 
me now; for the Lord hath added grief to my forrow, £ 
fainted in my fighing, and I find no reff > -And whae 
caufed Barwch to faint under histryals? we may fee 
the root of his diftemper, wer. 5. Scekef? thon great 
things for thy felf 2? feek thém not. Though Baruch 
was agood man, his affetions were carried out tog 
much after grear.chings in the world, and that made 


 affi€tion very burdenfom to him: The Apoftle Pal 
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who was crucified to the world, was prepared and 
ready to fuffer whatever God fhould call him to, 
Gal. 6. 14. The world zs crucified nnto me, and I pnto 
the world. As 21.13.1 am ready not to be bound only, 
but al(o to die at Ferufalems for the Lord Fels. We 
matt not only fet-loofe to all worldly things, but ito 
our own lives alfo; when we are willing to yield 


up our livesto God, we fhall not be much moved by 
i any troubles.chat come upon us for the Lords fake, 


Abts 26. 23,24. The Holy G hoff witneffeth in every City, 
faving , that bonds and. afflittions abide me ; but none of 
thife things move me, neither count I my lifedear unto 
way felf. Rev. 12.1%. They overcame him by the blood 


iN of the Lamb,and by the word of their Teftimony, and they 


loved not their lives unto the death. 
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9, We muft accuftom our felves to bear our leffer 
tryals with patience and fubmiffion-to the wil of God, 
and. that will fic and prepareusfor greater. There 
is fcarcea day paffeth over our heads, wherein the 
Lord doth not in one kind or another, try our pati- 
ence and fubmiffion to his will; now the right bear- 
ing ef thofe croffes which every day bringeth forth, 
would fit us for greater tryals, Lam. 3.27. It w good 
for a wsan that he bear the yoke in bis youth. If we would 
know what good cometh by an early accuftoming our 
felves to bear the crofs, the following verfes fhew, 


that it will make jomaef patient and filene under his | nfe toe 


fufferings, ver.28,.He fitteth alone and keepeth filence,be- 
caufe he hath born it epon bim.It will makea man fufter 
humbly,ver.29.He putteth his mouth in the duft Ie 
maketh him fufter willingly , wer. 30. He giveth bes 
cheek to him that fmiteth bim. Our Lord Jefus exhorts 
us to take up our crofs dayly, Luk, 9.23. He [aid nnto 
thews, If any man will come after mes let hin deny him- 
felf, and take up hi crofs dayly, and follow me. If we did 
practice this counfel; if we did every day expeét 
croffes, and quietly fubmit our felves under fuch 
croffesas every day bringeth forth; if we could bute 


dény our felves, and relign up our wills unto Gods | adsl 


will, this would prepare us to undergo any tryal thae 
the Lord fhall fee meet to lay upon us. 

10. A well grounded hope of erernal life, will 
help us to bear all the troubles of this life cheerfully. 


A Chriftian that hath good hope through grace,that } i 


he fhall go to Heaven when he dieth, may by vertue | 
of this hope rejoyce and glory in the midit of his 
preateft tribulations, Rows. 5.3, 3. We rejoyce in hope 
of the glory of God, — we glory in tribulations. Ie was | 


this carried Ado/es through alt the difficulties he met } px} 


with in leaving Pherach’s Court, in wandering among 
the 


Q 


| 
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lee {| the’Z/raelites by the fpace of forty years inthe Wil- 


God, | 


} 
| 
| 


There | 
ithe | 0b’s Daughter, choofingrather to: fuffer afflittion with the 
| people of God, than toenjoy the pleafures of finfir a fea- 


dernels, Heb. 11. 24, 25,26. By faith, Aofes when he 
was come toyears, refufed to becaked the [on of Phara- 


_ fon: efteeming the reproach of Chriff greater riches than 


the treafures in Egypt; for he had refpett unto the 
recompence of reward. The hopeof the reward that 
he fhould have in heaven, caufed him to make light 
both of the good and evil things of this world. 
Hope of falvation is like an helmet, which is of great 
ufe for our prefervation, 1 The(.s.8. putting on 
for an helmet the hope of falvation. Hope is of the fame 
ufe co the foul in afflictions,that the Anchor isto the 
Ship ina ftorm, which keeps it from perifhing by be- 
ing driven upon the Rocks or Sands, Heb.6.19: Which 
hope. we.bave as an Anchor of the Somly both [ure and 
ftedfaf?, which entercth into that within the vail. There- 
fore if we would prepare our felves for afflictions, 
we muft get a folid and well grounded hope of eter- 
nal life. 

11, Let us confider. what it is which we liaye found 
in our own experience, hath made our. yoke heavy ; 
and alfo whatwe have obferved either in reading, or 
by. difcourfe, hath made the yoke of affliétion heavy 
and hard to be born by others , and letus rake care 
to prevent thofe things: As for inftance, 1, We may 
obferve,that the want of Gods prefence in the'time of 
affliétion, hath madé affli@tion very burdenfom and 
hard to be born, 1 Sam.28.15. Lam fore diffreffed, 
for the Philiftines make war againft me,and God ts departe 
ed from me, and anfwereth me no more. When Szul’s 
Enemies came againft him,and God was departed, this 
put him into fuch diftrefs , that he knew not what to 
do. When God withdrew from Job in his affi€tion, 
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the want of Gods prefence made his affliétion very 
bitter, Fol 23. 2,8, 9. Even to day & my complaint bit- 
ter, my firoke ts bbidesti than my groaning : Behold; Igo 
forward, but he ts not there + and backward , but I cannot 
perceive Bine : on the left handy where he doth work; but 
L cannot behold him: he hidegh himfelf on the right 
handsithat I cannot Ae him. * When David was ‘in 
trou ie 8g tells Godsif he did hide his face from him, 
he fhot ld be like a dead man, ‘Pfal. 143.7. Hide not 
thy face from me, left I be like unto them that go down 
into the pit. Therefore itis our wifdom to do what 
in uslyeth to get and keep Gods preferce with our 
{ fouls, as was hinted before, 2. A galled and ‘suilty 
Confcience. When David was under the fente°of 
stile; inthe time of his ficknefs; tt was fuch aburdén, 
that he was ready to fink nade it, Pal. 38.3, 4, 
There w nofir andnefs in my fel? » D endl of thine anger ; 
neither zs there any? reftin my bibles: becanfe of my. ft : 
for mine iniquities\are gone over mine bead, as an hea 
burden, ibey: are too heavy for me. 3. When we pa 
mife our felves a fetled courfe of profperity, “and do 
notlook for trouble, this ‘makés afflition dreadful 
and terrible ,\ //2. 64: 3° Thow didf? terrible’ things 
which we looked nob for. Pfal. 30.6, 7. Inmy profperi~ 
ty I faid; I fhall never | be mov ed th 08a ic lft hide thy 
facoand Ilwastroubled.. 4. When'we have noc learnt 
to deny our felves, and to réfign and’ to fnbmit our 
wills unto the Will of God.) Tt ts very irkfome to 
felf-willed perfons, and fuch as abound with felf- 
Jove to meet withcroffes ; Our Lord Jefus exhorts 
us to deny our felvés, before he exhorts ts to take up 
our crofs, CALar. 8. 34. Whofoever will come after me, 
let him deny himfelf and take up Wes crofs : wht ich im- 
plyes that no'man can bear affiGtion with a chearful 
contented mind , but fuch as have learnt to deny 
| them- 


Kore for all forts of Afflittions. 359 
»| themfelvés. 5.) When God doth. not only with- 


it bit. | draw his prefence (of which: dfpoke before ); bue 


fheweth himfel{s«errible..to, As in anevil.day,. this 
‘ maketh affliction very irkfometo, che foul. This che 
. Prophet prayeth againtt, ‘Jere 170 iG Benen nterrer 
nntowme, thow art my-hope in the dayof evil. This.made 
the calamity of the Jews exceeding heavy, andhard 
stobe born, that Gad fet hitnfelf \againft them in the 
time af ‘trouble; Lam. 3. 35:70 \Sarely again ky mets 
he turned—he hath meade my chain heavy. 

12: Treafure up.in your hearts\the promifes;of 
God which’ rélatesto an afflicted condition, Itis’a 
greathelp tothe bearing of affliftian, to be wellac- 
quainted withthe promifes that. God hath madeto bis 
people that are in an: afflifted icondition. ; Davit 
found sreat comfort from Gods )promifes. in; his: af- 
fliGtions, Pfal..119. 49, 59. Remember thy word vento 
thy fervant, upon which thou haft caufed mee to hope, thes 
is my comfort in-mine: afflittion, “When he, mee with 
fiich hard tryalsthat: he> food .aftonifhed to fee how 
God-deale wich him ,\he was filled with joy whea he 
callédto mindethe: promife of. God, Pal. 6a. 3,6, 
T hit. balk {hewenthy, people hardy things y. thou haft made 
48 to drink:the wine of \aftonifbment.;, God hath {poken ia 
his holine{s, J will. tejoyce. He tellethus elfewhere if 
it had not been forthe comfore chat, he ‘found in 
Gods word, hehad perifhed.in his afflictions, P/al. 
119\:92. Unle(StbyLam had beenmy delights, fhould 
then have perifhedin mine affli@ion..: It was by:the help 
of the word of truth that che Apoftle’ went through 
his manifolditroubles with gréar.patience , 2 Cor. 6. 
4, 55:7. Nowthereare variery of promifes which do 
relatecovan afflicted condition, which may be-of great 
ufe to usin our afflictions, which. we. fhall do.wellto 
ftore up apainft an evil day. Iwill entionfome of 
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1. God hath promifed to moderate our affliGtions,: 
and to Jay nomore upon us than he will enable us to 
bear, 1 Cor. 10, 13. There hath no temptation taken you, 
but {uch as is common to mans; but God is faithful, who 
will not fuffer you to be tempted above that ye are able: but 
will with the temptation alfo make away toefcape, that ye 
may be ableto bear “it. ‘Ia. 27.8. In meafure whenvit 
fhooteth forth,thou wilt debate with it she frayeth his rough 
wind, in the day of bis Eafe wind. Jer. 15.11. The 
Lord faid, Verily it (hailbe wel with thy remnant, ve- 
rily Iwill caufe the enemy to entreat thee well in the time 
of evil, and in the time of afflittion. This promife is 
added after the mentioning of ‘Gods unalterable pur- 
pofe'to fend four fore Judgments upon the ‘Jews, 
Death, the Sword, Famine, and Captivity, verfe 1,2. 
So alfo after mention of a time of trouble, fuch as 
there had not been the like, God. comforts his people 
with his promife, thac be would:not correé& them out 
of meafure, though he fuffered them to partake of 
the common calamity, Jer. 30.7; 10; 11.) Alas 5 for 
that dayis great, fothat none is like it, itis even the time 
of Jacobs trouble—¥ et the Lord encourageth Facobinot 
to be afraid, Fear thon not, O my fervant Facob, faith 
the:Lord; neither be-difmayed O Ifrael—for I am with 
thee, faith the Lord, to fave thee, though I make a full 
end of ‘all Nations, whether I have fcattered thee, yet wil 
Lnot make a fullend of thee; tut Iwill corrett thee in 
mmeafure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunifled: 

. 2. God hath ‘promifed us-his prefence imour af- 
Aiktions, Pfal:919%5. “He (ball call apon me 5 and I 
svi anfwer him, Iwillle with him in, trouble. Mas 43. 
U2. But now, thus (2ith the Lord that created thee; O 
Facob, and he that formed thee, O Ifrael, Fear not-—Whea 
thon paffeft through the waters, I will be with thee, and 
phrengh the rivers they (hall not overflow thee > when thors 
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Q.3: and fupport in timesof Afflittion. ~ 36% 
walkeft through.the fire, thx, (halt not be burnt; neither 


| fhall. the flame’ kindle. upon:.thees. This... promife 


hath dependance on the lait verfe, where the Prophet 
telleth us, what calamities were come upon J/rael, He. 
hath ponred upon him the fury of his anger,and the firength 
of battle 3 and it hath fet him on fire round aboat——and 
then addeth , but now , thus {aith the Lord—Fear not— 
When thou paffeft through the waters Iwill be with thee— 
God would not have his people fear any trouble, be- 
caufé hewill be-with them in all cheirctroybles, in 
one aswell asanother; andthat not only when they 
firt enterinto them, but till they are fafely paffed 
through all the troubles of this life. 

3.. God hath promifed to ftrengthen,. and fupport, 
and upholdius.in all ourtroubles ; I have mentioned 
feveral promifes to this purpofe already , as Joel 3. 
15,16: Z/% 41.10. I will.add two or chree more, 
Nahuws i, 7. The Lord is good, a ftrong hold inthe day 
of trouble, and he knoweth them that truft in him.. Pfals 
37. 395 40. The falvation of the righteous is of the 
Lord ; he is their ftrength in time. of trouble :.And the 
Lord fhall help them, and deliver them; he fall deliver 
thems frome the wicked, and fave them becanfe they put 


their trufhin him. Ua. 41.14. Fear not thow worms fa- 


cob, and ye men of Ifrael ; I will help thee , faith the 
Lord, and-thy vedeemer the Holy One of Ifrael : fee al- 
folfa.25. 4. 

4. God hath promifed to comfort and revive our 
fouls when we are in affliction , P/al. 138. 7. Though 
I walk in.the mid ft of trouble, thou wilt reviverme-s thos 
(halt feretch forth thine hand againft the wrath of mine 
enemies, and thyright hand {hall fave me. Micah 7. 8- 
When I fitin darkne{s, the Lord (hall bea light unto mes 
Pfah.71. 20,21. Thou which haft fhewn me great and 
fore troubles, hall quicken me again , and {halt tring. me 
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wp again froms the depths of theearth, thou: {halt encreafe 
my greatne[s, and comfort me on every fide. Ifa.'66. 43. 
As one whom his mother comforteth, fo will I comfort you, 
and yefhall be comforted in Ferufalem. John14. 18. TL 
will not leave you comsfortle{s, Iwill come toyou. 

5- God hath promifed to fanétifie our affliftions, 
and he hath promifed theyfhall purge out’our fins, 
and make us more’ holy, ‘and fhall’be allofthem fo 
bleffed untous, that they fhall work together ‘for 
our good, J/z. 27. 9: By this feall theinignity of Fa- 
cob be purged, and this i¥ allthe fruit to take away their 
fin: Lech. 13.9. J will bring the third part through the 
frre, and will refine thens as 'filver is refined Rom. 8. 
28. Weknow that all things work together “for good, to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according 
sobis purpofe. 

6. God hath promifed in due timeto deliver us 
out of all our afflictions. 1 Pet, 5.6. Humble your 
felves under the mighty hand of God’, thathe may exalt 
youin due time. Job 5: 19.He fhall delive? ‘thee in fix 
troubles, yea, in feven there (ball no evil touch thee. Pfaks 
24.19. Many are the afflittions of therightecus, bat the 
Eiord delivereth him out of them all, God°hath promi- 
fed when he feeth it to be molt for our good , and for 
his own glory co preferve us from afflictions; P/ah 
121.7: The Lord. (hall preferve thee from all evil’ he 


- foal preferve thy foul. Ptal. 32.7. Thow art: my hiding 


place, ‘thow (halt preferve me from trouble, thou halt 
compas > aboat with fongs of <délivérance > but 
when he doth not preferveus from trouble, he hath 
promifed to deliver us out of troubfe, P/al. 50. 15. 
Call upon me in the day of trosble, I will deliver thee, and 
thon (balt elorifie we, . 


a 
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13. Endeavour to demean your félvesin fuch fore 
towards God , that yon’may prevail with him'to con- 
tinve {til to’watch oyer ; and preferve borh your 
perfons, houfes, and fub{tance. If you'ask what you 
 fhould dothat you may engage the Lord to continue 
his prefervation of your perfons and fubftance, I 
an{wer s . 

1. Walk ifthe fear of the Lord, and ferve him 
with an tprightand fincere heart. Satan fatch of Fob, 
who Wasa upright man, one that feared God ‘and 
efchewed evil, Fob 1.9; 10. Doth Fob fear God for 
nought ? Haft not thon made an hedge about him, and 
about hes honfe, and abont all that he hath on every fide 2 
Thou haff bleffed the work. of his hands; and encreufed 
his fubftance in the land. Prov. 2. 7+—He is a backler to 
them that walk: uprightly, Pfal. 84. tt. The Lord God 
is'a San and Shield, the Lord will give grace and glory, 


and no. good thing will he with-hold from’ them that. walk 


| wprightly. Protection from evils is a good thing, it 
you walk uprightly wich God he will’ not with-hold 
his prore&ting providence'from you; but as be hath 
been, fo heitill will be your fhield. : 

2. Shew mercy to the Poor, and do.good with 
your Eftaces, that is the way to have them preferved, 
Pfal. 41.1,2. Bleffed is he that ‘confidereth the poor, 
the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble; the Lord 
will preferve him, ‘and keep him alive, and he fhall te 
bleffed upon the earth, and thow wilt not deliver. hin into 
the will of his enemies. 

3. Love the Lord for preferving you hitherto,and 
thereby you fhall be pfeferved ftill, P/al. 145: 20. 
The.Lord nreferveth all them that love him, Pfal. 91.14. 
Becaufe he hath fet his love upon me, therefore, will Ide- 
iver him. 


4. You .: 
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4. You muft not preferve any of your fins from 
deftruction, if you would have God preferve. your 
perfons and fubftance ; for God threatens to.deftroy 
both the perfons and the fubftance of fuch as live 
wicked and ungodly lives, Job 15./20,21, 29. The 
wicked man travelleth with pain all his -dayes,.and the 
number of yearsis hidden to the oppreffor: A dreadful found 
is in hisears in profperity the deftroyer {hall come upon 
him. He frall not be rich, neither {hall hes [ubftance con- 
sinue ; neither {hall he prolong the perfection thereof pos 
she earth, Zophar {peaking of amanchat {pares his 
fins, and willnot forfake them, among other Judg- 
ments mentionerh this, that God will not fpare, bur 
will deftroy fuch a mans fubftance., fob 20: 
35, 26,28. Hehath (wallowed down riches, and he. {hall 
womit them up again; God fhall caf? thems ont of bis 
belly—eAll darkue{s {hall be hid in his feeret places, a fire 
sot blown fhall confume him——The increafe of his houfe 
fhall depart, and his goods {hall flow away in the day of his 
wrath. If this merciful providence of God, will not 
prevail with you to caft away your fins; your. conti- 
nuing in your fins, will caufe God tocaft away your 
fubftance, Prov. 10. 3.. The Lord will not [uffer the 
foxl of the righteous to famifh , but he caffeth away the 
fubftance of the wicked. 


5. Commit your felves and your fubftance into- 


the handsof the Lord,-and truft in God who hath 
gracioufly preferved youhitherto, to preferve you 
and all that belongeth unto you for the timeto come. 
There is no better way to engage Godto help us, 
than to commit our felves to him, and to put our trutt 
inhim, Prov. 29.25. Who (o.putteth his truft in the 
Lord fhall be fafe. Pfal.17, 7. Shew thy marvellous lo- 
ving kindnefsy O thou that [aveft by thy right hand, them 


which put their traf? in thee , from thofe that rife ap | 
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againft them. Pfal. 10.14. The poor committeth 

himfelf nto thee ; thon art the ‘helper of the fa= 

therlefs. Pfal.5. 11. Let allthofe that put their truft in 

thee, rejoyce ; let thens ever (hout for joy, beeanfe thou de~ 
fendef them. Pfal. 22.4. Our fathers truffed in thee 
they trufted, and thon didf? deliver thent. Dan. 6. 23. 
Daniel was taken up out of the den, and nomanner of hurt 
was found upon him, becaufe he believed in his God. 

Now in regard that trufting in God availeth much 
towards our prefervation, I fhall mention three or 
four confiderations that may encourage you to trufk 
in God for prefervation of your perfons and fub- 
ftance, at-fuch times as you apprehend your felves to 
bein greateft danger of fuffering either in youf Per- 
fons or Eftates, 

1. Contider how folicitoys and careful God is of 
your welfare, 1 Pet.5. 7. Hecareth for you. Youare 
as dear to him as the apple of his eye, Zech. 2. 8: 
He that toncheth you , toucherh the apple of his eye. He 
is fo carefulof your welfare, that he giveth all his 
Angels a charge concerning you, to pitch their tents 
about your dwellings, and to take the care of you 
wherever you go, and to deal tenderly with you, to 
carry you intheir arms, that you may be preferved 
from being hurt either by evil Angels , or evil Men, 
Pfal, 91.11, 12. He fhall-give his Angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy wayes ; they {hall bear thee ap 
in their hands, left thou dalb thy foot againft a ftone. 
Pfal.34,7. The Angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth them. Belides 
the charge that God giveth his Angels to look after 
his*pedple, he himfelf taketh afpecial care of them, 

4) the Lord himfelf is their keeper , and watcheth over 
them both by night and by day, Pful. 121.4, 5. Be- 
hold, he that keepeth I{rael bal] neither flumber nor 
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flecps the Lord.is thy keeper » the Lord ts thy (hade “pon 
thy right bande fa, 27.3», L.the Lord dokeep it, I wil } 
saber it euery moment, left. any hurt its Lavill keep it night 
and day. His eyes are alwayes upon his people, to be- 
hold their dangers, thag he may fendithem relief and 
deliverancein due feafon, ‘2, Chron 16,.9. ‘Fhe. eyes of 
the Lord runto.and fro .throngheut ihe whole earth, to 
(hew himfelf -ftrengin the hebalf of there mho(ebeart ts 
perfeck towards tfj@A His ‘hand is alwayes ttretched 
out for their detence, Deat..33..27. The eternal God 
is thy refuge, underneath are the everlasting arms. The 
Lord is fo tender of you ,. that he doth as it were lay | 
youinhis bofom, Jfa.40.11s He hall feed kys flock |" 
like a fhepherd, he {hall gather hes lambs with bes arm, and 
carrythem in his bofom. 

2. This careot God, for his peoples welfare ex- 
tendeth not only ro fome, butto everyone of his fer- 
yanhts 5 De#t. 33. 3. All his Saints are in thine hands 
Pfal. 145.20. The Lord preferveth all them that love 
him, The meaneft of all Gods fervants' is of more 
value than many Sparrows; yet there isnot fo much 
as.one Sparrow forgotten of God, Luke 12.6, 7. 
Are not five Sparrows fold for two farthings, and not 
one of themis forgotten before’ God? Fear, not therefore, 
yeare of. morg value than many {parrows, Surely then 
chere is not. the meaneft of all Gods fervants , ‘which 
is forgotten of the Lord. 

3. Godis.not only careful of his peoples perfons, 
bur.of their fubftance-and habitations, Pfal. 16. 9. 
The Lord is the portion of mine inheritances and of my 
cups thou maintainef? wy lot. Job, 1.10. Haft not 
thou made.an, brdge abouthim, and:abont his houfe.s-and 
about-all that he bath on-every fide 2? When you are. 
afraid your houfes fhould,be fired, or aay other evil 
fhould befalkyour habirations y think onfuch Scri+ 
ait puures 


a 
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ptures as thefe, wherein God hath engaged himfelf 
to preferve your habitations in fafety,. P/al; 91.10. 
There fhall,no evil befal thee; neither (hall any plague 
come nigh thy: dwelling. Prov. 1, 33. Whofo hearkeneh 
unto me, {halt dwell fafely, and.[ball be quiet fron fear 
of evil. HMa,4. 5,6. The Lord will create “pon every 
dwelling-place of Adount Zion , and npon her affemblies, 
acloud and {moke by day, andthe (hining of a flaming fire 
by night ; for upon all the glory {hall be a defence, and 
theres{hall bea Tabernacle for a.fbadow in the day time 
fromthe heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covers 
from ftorm and. from rain. Prov. 12. 7. The bonfe of 
the righteous {ball ftand. 

4. The prefervation which God hath promifed to 
his people; is not limited to this or that particular 
evil, or toany period of time ; but it extendeth to alf 
forts of evils, and toall times. He hath promifed to 
prefervethem from all evils, Pfal.121. The Lord 
feall preferue thee from all-evil — Pfal.or, 10. There 
[hall no evil befal thee—— Job 5-19. He fhall deliver 
thee in fix troubles, yedy in [even there (hall no evil touch 
thee. Andasthis prefervation is not limited in re{ped 
of evils, fo neither in refpect of time; he hath not 
promifed to preferve chem fora time, and then give 
over his care of them, but he hath promifed them 
prefervation alltheir dayes5:Pfal..121. 8. The Lord 
{hall preferve thy going ont, and thy coming in, frows this 
time forth, and. even for evermure. Pfal.125.:2. As the 
mountains are round about Ferufalem,, othe Lordisronnd 
about hts people, from henceforth ever for ever. Ia. 46. 
Auf 39 4+ Eearken unto me, Ohoufe of Facob 5 and all the 
"il remnant of the houfe of Ifraely which are born by me from 
YW the belly, which are carried from the womb, And even to 
ip 2onr old age, I am hes .and evento hoare baires will I carry 
yous Ihave wsadey and I willbear, even Lyill carry and 
r will 
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will deliver you. If any fay, notwithftanding thefe 
promifes of prefervacion, we fee the fervants of God 
do oft-times fall intomany.troubles as wellas other 
men, how thencan thefe promifes be any encourage- 
ment to ustotruftin God? I anfwer, 1. We muft 
rely on the promifes. of God , when hts providence 
feemeth co run crofs to his promife , Rom. 4. 18. 
Who againft- hope, believed.in hope—according to that 
which was (poken—Job 13.45. Though he flay me , eb 
will Itruft in him. 2. When God doth not preferve 
his fervants from trouble, he doth them good by 
their troubles; he fulfils that promife,. Pal. 85. 12. 
Yea, the Lord {hall give that which is good. Now oft- 
cimes it is good for the people of God to fall into af- 
fiction, Pfal. 119. 71. Wherefore we may with 
much freedom and fatisfaétion commit our felves to 
God inour greateft dangers upon this account, that 
be will make all our troubles work for our good, 


when he doth not preferve us from trouble. 


SECT? 14. 
14. Take heedto your felves, and to your wayes ; 
that you donot provoke the Lord to fend any more 
fuch mighty and dreadful Fires as this late Fire was. 


What counfel our Lord Jefus gave the man that was f 


made whole of his infirmity, Joh. 5.14. Behold, thon art 
gade whole, fin no more, left a worfe thing come anto thee 3 
che fame may be feafonable to fuch as have efcaped 
this late Fire: fin no more, left a worfe thingthan 
what befel-thofe that were fufferets by this Fire, 
come uhto you. Pharaoh, though he was exceedingly 
hardened in hisfins, yet when there had been great 
chunder and lightning, was fo affrighted at it, that he) 
callsto AMofes and Aaron, and delireth them to pray 
for him, that.there might be no more mighty thun- 

derings ; 
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_ derings, and promifeth alfo to let 2/rsel 90 (which 


was the fin for which God contended with him) Ex. 
9. 27,28. And Pharaoh fent, and called for Mofes and 
Aaron, and faid anto them, I have finned this time + the 
Lord is righteous, and 1 and-my people are witked: In= 
treat the Lord (fir it is enough) that there be no spore 
mighty thinderings ard hail , and I will let you £0; and 
ye {hall ftay no longer. If we? be nor more hardened 
than Pharaoh was, this dreadful Fite thould put us 
upon confeffing our fins to God., and reforming out 


' liyes,-and canfe us totakeheed that we do nor pro-= 


vokethe Lord to fend any more fuch mighty Fires 
amontt us; 

If any fays; What fhould we do that we may zoé 
have any more fuch dreadful Firesbreak our amonit 
us? I anfwer; 

1. If we would have no more fuch dreadful Fires; 
we muft make a good ufe of this Fire, {fo as to be led 
torepentance by its for if we be not reformed by 
this Judgment 5 wé may well expeét thar God will 
follow_us with more Judgments, Lev. 26, ath age 
24: If yewalk contrary weto me, and will not heathen 


‘anto me, Iwill bring [even times more plagues npon you, 


according to your fins: And if ye will not be reformed by 
thefe things,bet will walk contrary ento mie:then will I alfo 
waik contrary unto you, and will punifh yor yet fever tinses 
for your fins: -How we thould make a good nfe of 


this Fire,-is fhewn‘at large inthe fecond Qreftony : 


and although che directions given therein; do chiefly 
refpect fuchas have been fufférers by the faid Firey 


nv there are feveral things hinted, that mnay direét orbers 


alfo as well as the fufferers, how ‘to make a good nfe 


fy , . ; ¥ . 
yOf this Judsméne. 


2. We muitfeek unto God with prayers and téars, 


thee he would fend no more fuch dreadful Fires. 
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When Godcon ended withthe //raelites by Fire, by 
the Prayet, of Avsos)y this Judgment was removed, 

Anios 74, 5,6. Fhus, haththe Lord God fhewed-wnto 
Rts and behold, the Lord God galled to contend by Fire, 
and itdevoured tho great deep 4, and did.eat ap a part: 
Then faid 1,0: Lord Gdn, chafe sf befeech thee, by | 
whom. fhall-J panckeaes ife'y for he is fiaall.2. The Lord re- YA 
pented for bia 2 This alfo fhall not be, faith the Lord God. 

So. ane by the Prayer of ALofes, the Fire was flayed 
among the J/reclites s»when God, had kindled.a great 
b urning amonpft them becaufe oftheir murmurings, 
Numb,.11; ih 2. When the people ¢ complained, it difplea- 
fed the Lord ; and the Lord heard it : and bis. anger was 
kindled, and the fireof the Lord burnt among theni, and. 
con{umed them ean were, in the pitermen parts of the 


Camp. And the | Cop acai ato Mf feared ich ed 
7 
bp 
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ana ire Hea di St perf! 
; ‘CL, Ze ETy 18, Le 3 the Prieft Irs 5 ti dinifiesk of the 
Lo rd... weep Letmcen the,.Por ch and si ee ; and let 
them: fa ay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine 
ne ViLAgE LOT EDIE leche i ben ‘eitibhes Lord be fea lens for sic 
bis sigh and pity has. people. When ae fentence. of fis: 
death was pafled. upon Hezekiah , by his prayers and jf; 
his cearshe prevailed with God to p' ‘olong his life for 
the fpace of fitceen, years, If As 38. on: "bave beard 
ae Pree” I have fen thy tear 3 bebold, I will adde 

hy da si} teen JES 
Ps IE we would have God ceafe from fending any 
more mee dreadful Fires , we mutt ceafe from chof¢ 
11ns which d d pri voke God cofend this fore Judg- il 
Until che caufe. of a Judgment be removedy}h ~ 
bur lirele hope, ir fhould: ceafe. (What Ny 

provoke God to fend this dreadful 
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Q.3. no mire (uch dreadful Fires: 37% 
Judgment of Fire hath been thewn before, Quef.2 


sec, 4.) If. we ceafe fromotir fins, and return unto 
God, we may hope and’ éxpee that ‘God will ceafe 
from his mighty Judgements ALcf. 3. 7, TN; ta2 Rex 
turn unto mse; and I will return ato ‘you, faith ‘the Lord 
of Hofis—And I pill rebuke the'devastrer' for your [akes— 
tind all Nation: fhall call jou blefed',' for ye {hall be a 
a delightfomee land. \After Fudea*had been waled 
wich Fire and Swords the Lord promifech .* if theg 
would ceafe from their fins ; He would remove His 
Judgments, 2/7, Ts 7,°16) 17, 19, 26) Your Cities abe 


burnt with Fire, ceafe todo evil, lexrh fo do well, 


Lf ye be willing and obedient, ye [hall ext the good of the 
Land, ~— And I will veffore thy Judges'as at the ‘firfts and 
thy Counfellirs asat the beginning; ufterward thou (hale 
be called, The City of Righteou/nefs, the faithful City. 
4. If we would have no more {ich dreadful Fires, 
‘we muftlabour to pacifie Gods anger that is kindled 
againttus. Themighty Judgments of God that have 
fallenupon us, vix. the Swords the sréat Peftilence, 
and this dreadful Fire, are tokens of great wrath 
againft this Nation's and we may feat, in regard there 
is {olittle reformation, that notwithitanding all that 
is come'uponus, the ahger of the Lord is not rurned 
away , buethat his hand is ftretched out (till , as iis 
faid three times Of ¥/r-zel, after mentioning great and 
fore Judgment ,°For ‘all this bis anger is not turned 
away, but his hand vs fiverched out fill; Wan QR 2S 37; 
21. Wherefore we'muatt endeavour to pacifieand turn 
away the Lords anger, elfe we may expeé thatthe 


4k 


ul fame Judgments will recurn,or fome others, as dread- 
ig ful as any of chefe, will fall upon us. Now if you ask; 
qv ow fhatl we gee Gods anger turned away fromthe 
Wi Nation? I thal! inftance only inthefe two means. 
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1, Gods chofen ones muft get into the gap, and ik 
cry mightily to God.in the Name of Jefus Chrift, J” 
thae he would curn away his fierce anger that iskind- 9! 


led againft us. The Prayers of. impenitenc finners § 4” ’ 
cannot prevail. wich God toeurn fromhis wrath, bue | 9%, 
the Prayers of his Saints and Servants wil! canfe him J Md! 
to lay alide his anger, ‘P/al. 106.23. He faid, he J’ 
world defiroy them, bad not Mofes his chofen flood be & hin 
fire in the breach, to turn away bis wrath, left he (hould | wi’ 
defroy them. Jer.18,20.—— Remember that I fbood | ml 
before. thee to [peak, good-for thems , und to turn away | So 
thy wrath from them. What Prayers the fervants. | i) 0 
of God put up to God tn the Name of Jefus Chrift,. } lt ' 
are prefented by the Lord Jefus unto his Father, | Pio 
Heb. 7.25. Rev. 8. 3.and when the Lord Jefus in- | cute 
terceeds with his Father for the curning away of } {or ps 
bis wrath from a. Nation, ora parcicular perfon , his | pion 
requett fhall certainly be granted, Zech. 1.12, 13." | mi 
The Angel of the Lord, faid, O. Lord of Hofts » how. | % th 
long wilt thon not bave mercy on Ferufalem, and om, | pelo 
the. Cities of Judah, agzinft which thon heft bad in=* | ral, 
dignation thefethree{core and. ten:years? And the Lord | tit} 
anfwercd the Angel that talked with me, with good | thx f 
words, ana comfortable words : ‘and prefently afrer fa a 
comes tidings of the ceating of Gods wrath, and his. | prop 
returning with mercy to Jerafalem, wer, 16.17. Thuarp by 
faith the Lird, I am returned to Jerufalem with mer~ 1 hi le 
cies, My Cities through profperity (hall yet be {pread blood 
abroad, and the Lird fhak yet conef ore Zion, and [hall yee} whole 
ehoofe Ferfalem. Lis. H 

2. We muttevery one tura from his evil wayes, fe, 
and tura.sso the Lord withall our hearts, and then @f 0 (, 
his wrath fhall be tursed away from-us, Jonah 3+ SUy ani 


g.— Let ghem turn every one from bis. evil way, and from to 
. ay Tr Poe 4 . r t ap : 
ihe violence that in their hands:s whoctan tell if God: } be 
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will turn and repent, and tarn away fron his fierce anger, 
that we perifh not. Hof.t4.1, 4,0 Ifrael, returs unto 
the Lord thy God, for thon haft fallen by thine int- 
guity ; and when, /frael did return at the call of 
God, hear what God faith unto him, ver. 4. J will 
heal their back: flidings, Iwill love them freely, for 
mine anger) ws turned’ away from him. Jer. 3. 12. 
Return: thon : back-fliding Ifrael, and I will not caufe 
mine anger to fallupon you; for I am merciful, faith 
the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever. 

5-> If we would have God ceafe from fending 
any more fuch dreadful Fires, we muft fee our 
faith on work on the blood of Chrit, and on the 
Promifes of God, It was the blood of the Sa- 


crifice that made atonement under the law, both™~ 


for particular perfons, and for the whole Congre- 
gation of L/rael, Lev. t7.11.— Jt is the blood thas 
maketh an atonement for the fowl. And as the blood 
of the Sacrifice made atonement. for particular 
perfons, fo alfo for che whole Congregation of 7/- 
racl, Lev. 4,13, 14, 17,18, 20. Thefe Sacrifices 
did type our the blood of Chrift, and fignified co us, 
thac faich in Chrifts blood is che way to procure 
an atonement for our fouls, and to'render God 
propitious after he hath been provoked to anger 
by our fins, Rom. 3. 25.— Whom God hath fet forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood — This 
blood of Chrift is available co make atonement for 
whole. Nations as well as particular perfons, J/a. 522 
15, He fhall {prinkle many Nations— And as we fhould 
fet our faith on work upon Chrifts blood ; fo alfo 
on Gods promifes. If you, ask what promifes? I 
anfwer, fuch Promifes wherein God hath promifed 
ro ceafe his Judgments after he hath for a long time 
been forely contending witha people. We have 

| divers 
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divers promifes to this purpofe, I will mention fome 
of them, Lam. 4,22. The punifbrsent of thine inignity 
v accomplifbed, O Dasnghter of Zion, be will no more 
Garry thee avoay into captivity, be. will vifit:thine Ini 
guity, O Daughter of Edom, he will difcover thy finsd 
Nah. 1.12. Though I have \afflisted thee, I wil apfi€t 
thee no more. Ma. 5,215,225 23s Hear now this thon 
affiiited. and drunken ,. bat not with wine ;~Thas: faith 
the Lord, the Lord, and. thy Gad that pleadeth the caufe 
of hes peoples Behold y 1: have taken onb of thine band 
the cup of trembling, sea.even the dregs of the cup of 
omy fury ; tho (halt no mote drink it again: Buk I will 
put it into the. hand of thenz that afflitt thee.\~Ha.60.18. 
Psolenee, fhallino more be heard in thy Land, wafting wor 
defirnttion within thy Borders; but thou {halt call thy 
Walls, falvation; ‘and thy Gates, praife. Mas'§ 7016. L 
will net tontend for ever, neitber-will I be albayes wroth 
for the {pirits fhould fail before me, and the. fouls which 
4 have made. Lephe3. 15. The Lord bath taken away 
thy Judgments, be hath caft out thine Enemy , the K ing 
of Lfrael , even the Lord zz inthe midfk of thie, thox 
fhalt.not fee evil anymore. Faithisof great force for 
preventing: and removing of National :Judgments, 
andthe procuring of National Mercies;: Heh12. 32, 
24. Who throxgh faith fubdued Kingdoms 5° wrought 
righteou{nelts ‘obtained promifes, Stopped the mouths of 
Lions, quenched the violence of Fire, efcaped the edge of 
the Swords ont of weakne(s were made ftrong, waxed va- 
liant in fight, turned to flight the Armies of aliens. We 
may fee. here! what great things have been done by 
faith ; it-hath fubdued Kingdoms, ivhath vanquithed 
and: put to flight greatand puiflane Armies ; ic hath 
prevailed again{t the foreft of Judgements, as Fire, 
Sword, wild Beafts, Gc: By Faithand Prayer, we 
may: ¢vea, as it were, hold Gods hands from de- 
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_ flroying a Nation, when they are lifted up to deftroy 
a fintul people, Exed. 32.9,10. And the Lord fala 
unto. Mofes, 1 have feen this people, and behold, it is 
a ftiff-necked people: Now therefore let mee alone, thas 
my wrath may wax hot againft them , and that I may 
confume them ; and I will make of thee a great Nations 
Though the Lord was exceedingly provoked againgt 
Tfrael , yet by the Faith and Prayer of AdZofes, his 
hands were held that he did noe deftroy them. 
Mofes takes hold of the Covenant, and pleads thae 
in Prayer, and thereby prevailed with God to turn 
from his wrath , andto repent of the evil thae he 
thought todo untothe people of J/rael, ver, 11,12, 
13,14, The Lord ftir up the like Spirit of Faith and 
Pryer in his Servants in this Nation, thae they thag 
make mention of the Nameof the Lord, may never 
hold their peace day nor night, but may cry migh- 
tily to the Lord, and give him no relt, until they 
have prevailed with him, through the mediati- 
on of our Lord Jefus Chrift, co turn from the 
fiercenefs of hisanger, and to ceafe contending with 
us by his mighty Judgments, and until he eftablifh 
and make usa praife in che Earth. 
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